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THE LEGISLATURE.

New Mining Policy Laid Before
the House.

THE PRINCIPLES FOLLOWED,

Mr. Willoughby’s Attack on the
License System.

Mr, Harcourt's Defence—Mr, Mowat's Vigorous
Speech—-Many Bills Advanced a
Stage—Deputations,

ToronTo, April 8.

In the Legislature to-day wmuch business
was done., The session is now at it height.
All the important legislation is before the
House, the committees are hard at work
and the sittings of the House are marked

by great interest.

Amendrments to the Mining Laws.

Thefirst matterengaging theconsideration
of the House was theintroduction by the Hon.
Mr. Huardy of three bills to amend the min-
ing laws of the Province. In iutroduciag
these measures the Commissioner did not
at the preseut stage go into the changes
proposed at great length. He should not,
he sald, make any observations of an exten-
sive character, {ut would merely state in
brief in what direction the general policy
tended. These measures were a bill to
amend the Mining Act, a bill to amend the
Public Lands Act, and a bill to amend the

act relating to mineral lands, entitled
the Mining Claims Act. The latter
was a measure introduced and carried

through the sccond reading last gession. with
some changes and somo amendments which
were extremely important — amendments
which it struck the Government might well
be made, and which had been asked for in
behalf ot the mining iaterests, As regards
thie bitl to amend the Puablic Lands Act the
amendments proposed might be brielly
stated as follows :—

(1) That the Government shall not too
readily part with the ownership of their
public lands without receiving some ade-
(uate consideration for the |
the Province, and that when sold it shall
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general uses of |

be for! the bona fide purpose of mining

rather than for speculative purposes :(—(2)
T'o securcas early and rapid a development
of the lands which may be  #old as possible,
(3) Te secure a revenue to the Province,
ficst, by the sale or rental of the lands ;
sccond, from the actual workings of the
mines by way of royalty. It 1s sought
to secure these ends :—(a) By fixing a
higher price for the land when sold, and
(b) by requiring development within a
lnuited time. (4) To introduce the option
of leasehold at an annual reat instead of a
~ grant in fee simple, thus retaining the fee
i the Crown. (5) In making grants ot
lands for agricultural purposes, to retain the
ownership of the mincrals in the Crown.
(6) The establishment of a Bureau of Mines
and the appointment of a director of mines.

With reterence to the latter proposal the
Government had had under comsideration
the recommmendations of a somewhat repre-
sentutive mming convention which as-
sembled recently in the city, and they had
considered that it was probably not at the
present moment practicable to enlarge the
Cabinet—to enlarge the membership of the
Governmeunt by uiling to it another Min-
 ister, as rzcommended by that body. There
- might be arguments in favor of that present-
ed wo doubt forcibly by the convention,
- but the conveution perhaps considered less
 the general public and the general question
- ol what would be for the advantage of the
~ country than simply the one of what would

be, in their opinion, conducive 1o the rapig
development of the mining interest, Thep
it could not be forgotten that there was 4
ditference ot view amongst the mining

delegates  themselves who met g
discuss this question. Whatever mighy
be said of enlarging the Govem.
inent, it was too serious a question

to be gone into rapidly. Hemoved, second.
ed by the Hon. Mr. Ross, the first reading
of the bills he had named.

Mve. Meredith was anxious to know what
the position of director of mines was to be, |
and what was to be the nature of his office.

Hon. Mr. Hardy replied that he would
have charge of the Mining Bureau and |
would possess the powers of mining inspec.
tor. lfu would necessarily be a maa who
was conversant with mining matters,
and would probably require a min-
ing inspector. There had been one last
year, but he had only bad an uncertain and
frazinentary amount of work to do. The
miuing inspector would not be likely to re-
ceive a very large salary. The director’s
sulary would be equivalent to that of a de-
puty head of a department. The office
would probably, for the time being, have to
be connected with the Department of Crown

Lauds. The bills were then read the first |

time,
Consolidation of Municipal Law. «

Mr. Dack inquired whether it was the in- |
tention of the Governmeut during the forth- |

coming recess to take any steps for the con-
solidation of the Municipal Act and the As-
sessment Act,

The Attorney-General in reply enumer-
ated the various consolidations that had
been made in the municipal laws, the last
oune having taken vlace in 1887 ; and he was
sorry to say that each session tnere was a
considerable number of amendments., He

would have the greatest satisfaction in pre- |

paring a consolidation act now if he could

al all expect that the amendments would

cease for a number of years. All he could

say was that the question of amendment

would be uunsidereﬁ during the recess.
Licensing Returns.

A considerable portion of the afternoon
was spent in discussing the licensing system.
Mr. Willoughby moved for an order of the
House for a return giving a tabulated state
nient showing the license districts :—

“(1) The gross amount collected in each
license district for (a) fees for licenses,
(b) fees for transfers,
movals, (d) fines, (e¢) muleage, (f) costs.
(2) The amount expended 1n each license
district for the following purposes :—(a)
Inspectors’ salaries, (b) commissioners’
travelling expenses, (c) postage and sta-
tionery, (d) printing, (¢) advertising,
(f) fees and disbursements of counsel, (g
fees in unsuccessiul cases, (h) fees in
cases of conviction where amounts not col-
lected, (i) detective service, (j) other
costs, (k) expenses re transfers and re-
movals, (I) sundry expenses. (3) The
proportion of the license fund to which the
muunicipalities comprising each license dis-
trict were entitled, and the amounts whick
were actually paid to them. Such return
to be for cach year since and including the
liconse year ended the 30th April, 1877,
to and including that ended the 30th
April, 1890.”

He had, he said, moved for a return of

thiu_kinll two years ago, and with reference "
to his own district, East Northumberland, |

he had submitted a motion for a return.
The return was given, but it did not con-

tain the information that he had asked the |

ilouse to order, and in this connection he
opined that all information in the public in-
t rest should be given by officials freely.
Some information had been given, but not
ina {ﬂrm which could be readily under-

Lood.

(c) fees for re- |
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With regard to the first part of his |

motion, the amount collected in each license |
district had been given very indistnctly, |
end as regards fees tor transfers and re-

movals there was no re
same charge of a want of definiteness to

port. He had the

sliege against the returns of the amounts

e<pended in ench licensing district. With
regard to the position of the licenging fund
i T'ressurer in his budget speech hndﬁ given



