¥ - High Schools.

(Mr. Ross, on rising to propose the second
ing of the bill consolidating and re-
ng the High School laws, was received

i cheers, fiq- reminded the House that

X years ago when he propoged some im-

sportant amendmeunuts to 1he High School
48w he bad expressed the hope that the act
would then be so l:nmplult- that further
changes would not be required for five
qul‘ﬂ at lL:u.Ht. He had nnt
able quite to live up to that idea, but

e changes made were not of a Very grave

bture. After the lapse of six years he
ae before the House again with amend-

nents which it seemed to him important to
have made,
FPrincipal changes proposed under the ball,
giving brief t:!:pl'umtiuuu of their character
' and the main reasons for them. The first
change is as to the mode of dissolving union
boards, commonly called Boards of Kduca.
tion. Formerly dissolution could be carried
only by majority vote at a meeting specially
celled to consider the question. T'his is re-
garded as a hardship, and in future a LWo-
thirds vote of either section of the board
(ngh and Pll|l“t' School H-.'u.'liullﬂj will he
uidcient to carry the dissolution.
aw is now, no High School can be estal-
ished except on resolution of the County
ouncil, concurred in by the Lieutenant.
Governor in Council. Tt 18 said High
Schools have been established in too many
cases. He would not give that as lis
view, but it would be strange if High
Schools had not been established in some
cases In which there was not suthecient to
malntain them in etiiciency. The changes
roposed in the curriculum of collegiate
}ustitutca were such as he had indicated
tthe other day. Under the old act four

!-lpecialiuts were required in a school; but it

J'r.i':j,

_ intended hwaluhliahudt:lmrllm-nl for the

sder five specialists would have to be engaged,
L wrs Intended in the case of High Schools
D make better provision

mmercial subjects, Section
ome changes in the mode
#ligh School Trustees. Where the High
School district is composed of one muni.
ipality, that municipality appoints three
prustees ; where of two, each appoints two,

d where it is more than two
fach municipality appoints one trus
tee. There was no special virtue in
number “‘six,” the Minister sald, to cause
them to overlook the sound principle of
s representation by population. If a High
School in a city or town, separate from the
county, refuses to accept county pupils,
there is no
be represented on the board.
do receive them, the County Council is to
appoint three additional trustees. Under
the old act the County Council and City
LCorporation could agree as to the amount to
be given by the county to the city, and in
that case the county might appoint three
trustees. Under this bill the voluntary
Frinciple is preserved, and the possibility
of conlusion is avoided. Under the bill the
right of representation on the High School
Board now yossessed by the Separate
School Board will be extended to the
Public School Board. The rule of the
Municipal Act against municipal council-
lors being High Schoo! trustces 18
tically evaded in case of Boards of

11

mukes

W here Llu'}’

lduca-

tion by municipal representatives being |

elected to the School Board. The bill bars
muni--ipul councillors from hﬂing members
of the School Bourd. It has been found

AL persons are appointed to the
School Board. not for merit, but as a
solatium for defeat in municipal elections.
The bill prevents this by leaving the ap-
pintment with the outgoing instead of the

dming Council. The process by which

He then went rapidly over the'|
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High School trustees can alienate property
'8 now very cumbroas, and this Li lii' duees
it to its lowesi terms of  sun-
{:Iivity 48 provided in the Public School
aw. The clauses relating to the assist-
ance given by County Councils to
High Schoois are emong the most import-
ant in the bill. Ths present law provides
that the County Council shall’ contribute
the equivalent of the Government grant,
With the ctowth of Public Schools and the
Increase of county pupils this is found not
to be o fair equivalent, so it i provided
that the county shall pay according to the
broportion the county pupils bear to all
Lthose attending the s hool, fees from county
pupils being allowed for. The tendency of
late in High Schools is to charge fees, the
increase being from $16,000 twenly yeurs
ago to 870,000 last year, an average of 34
per pupil. The County Council would have

| 1t in 1ts power through these fees to make

| counvy.

| Schools

-.ltudy of commercial suojects, so that hereaf- | the

. the

| proved,

| fect that further
- would

county pupils bear up to half the
amount to be expected from the
county. The limit of fees allowed
1s $10. The bill provides for the
fair distribution of the cost where
debentures have to issue in a Hirh School
district composed of more than one munici.
pality. Hitherto this has been done usnally
by the municipality in which the school was
situated issuing the debentures a:d getting
allowances from the others us best 1t could,
The time during which school debeutures
may run 1s extended from 20 to 30 yCars,
making them thesameinthis respectasmuni.
cipai debentures, The law respecticy ex-
aminers for entrance examinations is changed
S0 as o provide that the board shall be
composed of the Hich School ispector and
the principals of the Higih Schools of the
Tnis it is believed will lead to the
maintenance of a higher standard than
al present, not only in the High
but in the higher forms of
Public Schools. The expense would
not be more, but perhaps would be less
than the present system. In other matters
the system of examination is to be 1m-
Mr. Meredith called attention to
& section allowing appeal from the decision
ol the examiners to the Minister of lhduca-
tion with regard to reading and valuation
ol ]m.llt'l'l!‘ all thut' L‘nul]}]lnut.—t Lo I'H:: Illzuiu
to the "ublic School j.“H}H.‘L’tHl' and IJ}' him
submitted to the chairman of the Publie,
High and Separate School Boards, Mr.
Ross said there was little now in this sec.
tion, and pointed out the value of a local
adjudication of minor questions so that
local circamstances could be given their due
welght, the questions which could be better
Judged from the papers to be left to the
Minister, Under the old law the
High Schools opened 7th January
and closed the first Friday in July,
Good Friday and Euster Monday being the
un]_w.' iul'dih It 18 Iu‘up:i:ﬁud now to make
the term begin 3rd January to the Thurs-
day before Easter, re-commencing the sec-
ond Monday after Kaster and end 30th
June.  This will make a welcome break in
the long term which under present condi-
tions 1s apt to becomne wearisome and to
tend towards breaking down both pupils
and teachers, It will also give a needed
opportunity for the teachers’ associations
Lo meet at I':ushrl‘, at a time when l-hu_\.' can
Kot the benefit of the presence of univer-
sity professors and others who now are
olien absent on vacation in the summer
when these meetings are held.  As to the
length of holidays the increase would be
very little at any time and in some years
none at all.  The present bill changes the
academic year to make it coterminous
with the High School curriculum. The
course of study now begins 1st September
and ends 1st July. In closing his address
the Minister said there had been no wanton
changes, and he hoped that before it passed
the House the bill would be made go per-
amendments to the law
not be required for five years at

least, {Loud cheers, )

(Hastings) discuesed
.:mme of the questions raised by the hill,
out withheld comment upon details upti
the bill should come Up In committee of the
‘WIIUIE. He Lhuug_ht some of the chian ‘('8
more radical than the :»i::m-'u:r o t
iuppua-r:. Tht‘:l'l* wWas one matier CONBpICY.
ous L}' iIts absence Irom the nijl "HIE
bringing of the tigh School Bourds More
in'o tou h with the people, He contended
t-.ln.:t!'. Li.@ve was a fer !iu_; abroad thut such a
reforii was necessary, and the Minister |
should address himself W 1t., He con.
pisined also of the action of some Hi.),
~chools in seeking by such means a3 o'fer.
Ing entrance withovt % €8 10 atirac DUDils
from districts naturally \z
other High Schools. He
a8 1 favor of the entrance

\':Hiuitr-.

Mr. Meredith wanted provision made for
the re-cs'ablishment of a joint board after
dissolution, should such be desired, He
contended thut there were disadvantages in |
n!h:-*.'.iug the moribund Councij Lo ui..;.r:n.: |
tiigh Sehool Lirustees, and 1uiled to see that |
the Minister was right in barring muni- |
t-'i[lii.l |'Hi1||ﬂ'i““fﬂ fl‘ﬂlﬂ 'IH‘IIL' Ilh'n-hm'.--,
of Public School Boards, believing
thiat the people were the best judges of their
representalives.  He thought the additional
||ui'.ll.=l.}'s were ar from hl:lng an uh_;u:*l:un.
The bill would have the etiect of wiping out |
the preparatory classes stilb maintained and |
well attended in Toronto Collegiate Iusti. |
tute, and he did not see that that course
was justifiable. These eclasses were doing '
Hmul work and Ehullltl b-(] g:ireu & f.'hau'.-u Lo
conuinue,

Mr. Gibson (Huron) opposed the High
School system as a system, but as he mp-
posed his voice on that question would
sound alone he did not wish to discuss the
matter at length, The opinion of the coun.
try, he claimed, was that chere were
enough High Schools now. He did |
not accept the argument that these Insti.
tutions opened the way for higher
education to the poor man’s son, This
might be true of those in the towns where
the High Schools w ¢re, but there were
many from the townships who could not
attend without the expenditure of con-
siderable sums. He had tigured out the
cost of board of those from the country at- |
lt-m]ing High Schools at S*J4J,DUU, ﬂ.'\-‘rt'\'
serious tax. He quoted figures to show
that the grants to High Schools were Zrow-
ing more rapidly than to Publie
Schools, In opposing the High Schools he
declared he did not oppose higher educa-
tion, but he wanted the cost placed on the
right shoulders,

The bill was read the second time,

Public School Law,
Mr. Ross rose at

i Mr. Wood brief y
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cnce o propose the
second reading of the bill to amend and
cousolidate the Fublic School laws, rle
repeated the hope he had expressed in re-
spect of §the High School bill, that further
amendments after this bill was passed
would not be needed for years. The pro.
vision ; for dissolving union boards on tio.
third vote of either section is contained in
this bill also, and in defending it Mr. Ross
contended against the injustice of holding
representatives of ome or other section to
account for their work while compelling
them to work in association with those to
whom perhaps a majority were opposed.
As to the prohibition of municipal couneil-
lors l}{ruuming school trustees, Mr. Ross said
experience had shown that the double rela
tion was undesirable in the public interest,
The principle of electing the servants of the
people had its limitations even in the most
|lerr1m*ruli1_‘ uuuntrj,', and the Sysleimn of RD
pointment in the case of the High School
boirds had resulted in getuing upon the
board many men whom it was most desira-
ble to have. The school age 1s changed so
that now all person: from 5 to 21 have a
right to attend them, the kKindergartens to
be open to those of four years. It was
lieved, the Minister said. that four years was
4 young enough age even for the kinder-
garten. The secretary-treasurer the
school board, though a member. is aliowed |
to receive remuveration for certain sorvg
in the way of looking after the school DO -
1ses, ele. In rural schools it is found a |
hu.rdship to live up to the rule against pay-
. ments, and members of the board, in view
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