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o Bills.

To-day’s :

A bill by Mr. Sharpe, introduced this
afternoon, amends the act incorporatin the
Parry Sound Colonisation Railway om-
pany so that the company may enter into
“arrangements with the Canada Atlantic
Railway Company and the Ottawa & Parry

Sound E'Lnilwu.y Company in the same man-
' mer a8 with respect to vhe Northerm &
" Pacific Junction Railway Company. s

A bill introduced by Dr. Gilmour is to
change the name of the Weston, High Park
& Toronto Street Railway Company to the
City & Suburban Electric Railway Com-
pany. The bill gives to the new company
certain powers to produce electricity for
the motive power of said railway,

The bill introduced by Hon., Mr. Gibson
is to amend the Insurance Act so that in-
surance companies may insert in their
policies a provision that will relieve them
from liability where a fire is caused by a
steam threshing machine which has been
stationed within 100 feet of a barn or stack.
The bill also provides for the appointment
of Provincial coroners, who shall each Le
both a coroner and a justice of the peace,
for every county and part of Ontario, for

the hold ng of investigations into the causes
of fires.

the report says:—*‘ The General Mining
Act requires that applicants to purchase
mining lands in unsurveyed territory shall
file surveyor’s plans, tield notes and descrip-
' tions by metes and bounds of their loca-
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tions in the department before any sale is
carried out. Under this statutory regula-
tion a number of applicants in the Districts
of Algoma, Nipissing, Rainy River and
Thunder Bay have filed plans, ete., ete.,
and an area of upwards of 14,000 acres

has been sold and patented to them,
for which upwards of $28,000 has
b2en received.” The patents in the

Rainy River district covered 7,845 acres
and brought $16,006, while those in the
other districts named covered 5,975 acres
and amounted to $11,950.
Crown Lands Sold.

I'his statement of lands sold, amount of
sales and amount of collections for the year
18 given :—

Acres Amount Amount

Service Sold., of Sales. of Coll's
Railway lands........ 9400 §$18577 $11,562
Crown lands.......... 50,015 79.847 74,031
¢lergy lands.......... 780 1,219 6,037
Common sSchool lands. 220 766 11,758
CrammarSchool lands 534 367 1,538

T o onibanrts 61].9.,6 $100,777 $104,928

The total collection of the department
on account of all sources of revenue was
$1,113,052, made up as follows :—Land col-
lections, §185,671 13; woods and forests—
timber dues §722 580 14, ground rent
356,000, bonus $135,479 53—5916,155 67 :
casual and other fees, 1,193 18 ; expendi-
ture refunds, $10,132 31; total, o1,113,-
052 29.

The total disbursements of the depart-
ment for the year amount to $290,953.

Woods and Forests.
The total collections for che

dues, ground rent, ete., to be £780,676 14.
** The revenue from woods and forests,” the
report says, ‘‘is somewhat below the esti.
mate, which is accounted for by the collapse
in the square and waney board timber trade,
there being very little demand for this class
of timber during the past year. Wiile,
therefore, the quantity of timber estimated
was got out, 1t was unsaleable, is still in
the hands of the producers and the dues
remain unpaid. There was also a depres-
sion in the sawed lumber trade during
part of the season, and this, together
with the financial stringency which pre-

year for
woods and forests amounted to $916,155 67,

which includes $1355,479 53 on account of |
boouses, leaving the revenue from timber |

year. There were no fires during the past
year.  There were 83 rangers on duty dur-
ing the dangerous part of the season, and
the total cost of the service was $£17,525 43,
one-half of which is refundable Ly the
licensees. The reports received from fishery
oversecrs and others, the Minister says, lead
him to believe the law was fairly well ob-
served. The revenue from permits was
§441.  Under the amendment to the game
law which requires foreigners to take out
permits to hunt deer, nineteen permits were
1ssued, the revenue from which amounted
to §190. Under the head of free grants the
report says that last year there were 153
townships open for settlement, and during
this year the Township of Cavendish has
been added, During the year just closed
610 locations were made on 83,273 acres of
land, and 53 locatees purchased 2.345 acres;
456 patents were issued to locatees.

Colonisation Roads.

The work done on colonisation roads dur-
ing the year was as follows :—Miles of new
road constructed, 180 ; miles of road re.
paired, 400 ; bridges erected, 30 - bridges
repaired, 12. The work done was carefully
lnspected and reported to be of a satisfac-
tory and substantial character. The total
expenditure was 8127,577 60, of which cer-
tain 1tems amounting to $2,770 20 were re-
funded, leaving the net departmental ex-
penditure to be $124,807 40. The work of
the department, as the report points out,
18 rapidly growing, owing to the greatly in-
creased area over which control and super-
Vision are now exercised. The region
formerly known as the disputed territory
has prastically doubled the area to be ad-
ministered by this department, the affairs
of which, as to the adjustment of disputes,

Issuing  of titles, supervision of tim.
ber resources, exploragions and sur-
Veys, construction of colonisation roads

and bridges, ete., entail enormous labor
and require careful attention, and the work
In this connection may be said to be in its
infancy. By the amendment of last session
to the_'[.‘imher Slide Companies Act, the
supervision and control of all companies in
€xistence or being formed, with the object
of facilitating the transmission of timber

Mr. Guthrie’s bill to amend the Assess-
ment Act deals with a matter of consider-
able importauce—that of the exemption
f om taxation of farm
stock and implements.
Uader the present law,
}assed in 1888, all a
armers live stock, no
matter how valuable, is
‘xempt, but his imple-

wnts are liable to tax-

ton. This has been
# >mplained of in some
'" 7 .ases as an excessive ex-
empLios, «uu . unequal and unfair to many
tarmers as well as to other taxpayers. This
bill proposes that there should be a sub-
stantial but not an excessive exemption
granted on both live stock and impiements,
and that it should be up to a fixed amount,
say in all §1,000. The principle of partial
exemption is already recognised in our as-
sessment law. Incomes up to a certain
amount are exempt. Fhere are also other
instances. The second feature of the bill is
& provision to render non-resident tax-
Fa.yura,l_linble to [the same percentage for
ailure to pay taxes by the lawful time as
residents are liable to pay. At present non-
residents escape linbili'i‘t;y for this burden
while residents have to bear it.

Mr. Tait this afternoon introduced a bill
to authorise the Supreme Court of Judica-
ture for Ontario to admit Mr. G. M. Gard-
ner of Toronto to practise in said court asa
solicitor upon his passing the examination
prescribed by the Law Society for the ad-
mission of solicitors,

The Toronto City Bill,
The Civy of Toronto bill, as it finally
passed the Legislative Committee of the
City Council, was presented this afternoon.

In the absence of Mr. E. F. Clarke, Mr.
Tait presented the bill.
Private Bills Committee.
In the Private Bills Committee this morn-

ing there was an interesting discussion over
the bill to extend the charter of the Weston |

' Road Company, which is about to expire by

effluxion of time. The discussion of the
bill had been put off from the day it was
first brought up in order that loca oppon-
énis of the measure and the promoters of




