HE LECISLATURE

| The Debate on the Budget Con-
timued and Adjourned.

M:_\}NY SPEECHES MADE.

4 L"‘Uﬁ Number of New Bills
1 Introduced.

Work of the Private Bills Committee—The Char-
terad Stenographers—Insurance Act
—Crown Lands Report,

Toroxto, April 1.

The Legislature went at the budget de-
bate azain this afternoon with the expecta-
' tion of finishing it,but did not succeed. The
day was occupied largely with the speeches
of the younger members of the House, who,
‘on the whole, acquitted themselves 1u a
manner to prove that this Parlimment will
be the equal of its predecessor in debating
talent. It is satisfactory to notice thut the
Opoosition, usually rather weak in debate,
has some new men who promise well,

It will be remembered that a discussion
“arose some days ago concerning the right of a
member to have a petition presented by
him read at once by the elerk, Mr. Mere.-
dith leading the affirmative and Mr. Fraser

the negative. Decicion was reserved., At

the opening of the House to-day Mr.

Speaker settled the question by a ruling in
' the following terms :—- -

In the case ol the petition in question an
pbjection having been taken and thero
Yaving been no motion made for the
vading of the petition, the petition ,

rould not thou be read. Although a mem-
ber presenting a petition is by rule 8 an-
swerable that it shall not contain impertinont
r improper matter, the practice of the House
that every petition prescnted to it shall be at
ncee deposited with the clerk for examination
v him, and if found to be such as according |
the rulss and pructice of the House cau be
ceeived it shall be brought to the table by
irection of the Speaker two days after the
presentation to be read and received. 1t may |
en be reas & length by the clerk at the table
f required, or it may with common conzent be
read by the clork at the time of its presenta
tion, but this cannot be done if any member ob-
jects,  When a petition complains of some
present personal grievance requiring an im-
mediate remedy, it may with common consent

be read.

A large number of bills were presented,
to which more extended reference is made
in separate paragraphs. The report of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands was laid on
the table,

The Budget.

Mr. Waters resuuned the debate on the
budget, continuing the speech which was
interrupted by the adjournment of the
House yesterday. He spoke in his usual
able style, going over some of the most
prominent points brought out in the course
of the debate. Referring to the claim that
the Scott Act was repealed because the
(Government failed to support it, he gave it

was so strictly enforced that iv was repeal-
el. Taking up the question of the schools,
he dealt with it in an array of facts and
figures which left no doubt whatever that
the present Government is innocent of the

charge made by Cppesition members
of fostering higher  education at
the expense of the Common School

system. He showed by a variety of com-
parisons the striking ndvuncg* in education
within the last decade, manitesiing a close
study of the public docuaments, while his
comments in the course of his remarks show-
ed him to be an earnest friend of educavion,

Mr. Waters was equally strong in his  dis-

cassion of the question of the
. expenditure and surplus, He ridi-
w'ed the belief apparently - held by

ition members that the John Sand-
g&ﬁi::dnmld Government, had it remain-
ed in power, would have uﬂnt.in_uﬂd its ex-
penditure at the same rate as in the last

as his opinion that it was because the law \

5

% | _ | {
year of its life. He quoted Wj} et
counts to show that in 1ts short m‘h :
flog tnt 53 t. ill'I‘ make a :oonxl

!  per cen 0 1-
pndltnl;.zml;“ expenditure of this
Giovernment and that of their predecessors
he characterised a8 simply childish,
for the reason that the circumstances were

hanged. As to the wail raised
Eﬂ:;lg' Supogition that there should be a

reduction of expenditure, he declared him-

tily in accord with them if only
:Tn]:yh::uldyany how the reduction should
be made. He was not so bound to party,
he said, but he would be glad to support
any reasonable proposal for reduction of
expenditure put forward, even by the
opponents of the Government. He did not
speak as if he actaally expected the Oppo-
sition to come in witn plans and specifica.
tions for a reduction of the expenditure.
In concluding he propounded the question
why the Government was so uniformly
successful at elections, and answering said
that the Attorney-General had the respect
and confidence of the people generally and
had so carried on the affairs of the Province
that even Conservatives voted for him, feel-
ing that there would be no advantage to
the Province in having a change of Admin-

istration,
Mr, Miscampbell.

Mr. Miscampbell, the member for Kast Sim-
coe. who claims the distinguished honor of
being the only man in the House who doeleated
a Minister last session
(Jton. Chas. Drury was
his opponent), was the
noxt speaker, He spoke
vigorously, purlmtlm too
vigorously censidering
that he wus not. on the
stuinp but in the House,
but he displayed ability
which will probably
bring himn to the front
among the debaters on
his side. Like the

othors, he fell upon the unfortunate surplus at |

the very oulsct, deelaring that this subject
ought to be threshed out =o that the people
would understand it elearly. Like the others
also he failed even t» makoe himself clear, so
that if he had any idea of elucidating the quoes-
tion the only thing to be done isto give him
credit for good intentions.  Respecting the
timberof the Province, he held that it was

Iu:iu(lf sold oi' too rapidly, and =ad-
vise the Government to  follow with
respect to 1L the policy they had followed

with respect Lo the nickel lands —reserve it un-

til a complete Ftlr\‘l:i' could be made, a sort of

Provinecial ~tock-taking. Hedenied the state-

ment made by the Miaister of Crown Lands

that the desired information was already in
the hands of the department, Col. Dennis had
run over the territory, but no carcful estimate
had boen made of its timber resources, He
dealt with the cost of maintaining the public
institutions. His method of showing thatthoere
was waste in not buying groceries as well as
potatoes and ilour by tender was to quote the
cost of mainienance in Orillia A:ylum and in
Toronto A=y lum, and call uttention to the Mact
that the latter was higher than the former,
His idea seemed to be that Toronto Asylum
being in the neighborhood of grocery storesand
distant from the country ncecessarily used a
comparatively large supply of groceries and a
comparatively small supply of farm produce,
ie gquoled the reports to show that the cost of
maintenance per head in some cases, instead of
diminishing with the increase of inmates, actu-
ally increased,  He quoted the Toronto Asylum
and the Penetanguishene Reformatory as in-
stances in point. He complain'd particularly
of the mmount spent in sularies,  Before closing
he dealt brietly with educational questions, ro-
iterating Mr, I E. Clarke's warning that the
Common =chools were being slighted in an un-
wise desire tounduly promote higher education.

Mr. Cleland.

Mr. Cleland of No $h Grey, anothor of the
pji dhly warriors in tue  Inst election, followed.
Ihis is the gentleman who has so advaniaze-
ously replaced Mr.
David Creighton, until
Lthis session the first

licutenant of the O

‘3 wsition leader. A‘:
p Mr. Cleland was to
. make his maiden

specch, he was receiv-
ed with encouraging
applausc by hisfriends,
Dy He did not speak at
great length, but he

Bl 3 said ﬂnuth to show
£g 4 Lthat, while making a
i Hﬂ decided gain in having
g a Liberal instead of a
/ f/-;ﬂ.unﬂun‘ntiva Lo repro-
R sont them,the pecple of
North Grey have chos-

en a man who will be

able to take quite as prominent a part in debate
as his predecessor Mr, Cleland bus & good

o

foliowed and as easily understood.

Cliconse

~brigat and telling spe_ch,

#/ / AT

pof his subject, but, instead of nttm.ug
detail, he

En:é to cover und in de h}‘s e

is thus

He

to go over ground which in the main had been
traversed by former speakers, nevertheless the
interest in what he was saying did not flag,
He had one decidedly new point to make,

that was the announcement of the election by
acclamation of Mr. Mcisechnie in South Greyz

a plece of news which was received with grea
- zgested that

etfects y devoli
to a few salient points. nflu

applause.  Mr. Cleiand drily su :
thin'wounid help Mr, Clarke's popular majority
calculation. A8 to this watter of popular

majority, he understood, he said, that the
Atwrncy-General claimed that the, Gov-
ernment had a majority of 15000 If the
Attorney-General sald so they could afford to
accept the statement, a~ that honorab e gen
man made very few mista'tes. Concernix
surplus, he stuck simnly to the fact
Government had saved about $5,000,000, w
foet the membersof the Oppoesition were at
Ly Lo account for as tiwey pieased. Mr.
unique contention that by High Schools, cte,,
the people of Ontario were "ehumlluz citizens
for o forelgn State,” drew from Mr., Cleland
the declaration, that tie people had a right Lo
education t! a they must have it, and that it
wis the duty 0 stitesmen to see that opportu-
nities were given in this country for the exer-
cise of thewr powers, flad the Liberals been
sncee=stful on the 5th March, as they ought to
have been, opportuntitics would have been
opened which would have stopped the exodus
now so generally deplored,  legarding the
Liquor license question. he denied the sweepin
statement that Lthe Covernmenl was supbo
by tihe licensces through fear. In his own riding
8 e of the licenseces were among the fiercest
aud most open of his opponents, He ridie iled
the idea that the present generation should re-
frain from using nece-sarv tiruber in order 1o
savell torthose to come. I the gentlemen oppo-
site feared that the timo. @ was being unwisely
taken ol to supply (he American marke he
suggested that toaey sovld apply- o their
fricnds in Ottawa (0 reanpose the export duly
on log=,  This course, it mny be romuarked, I8
not likely to be taken, Alr. Cleland pointed
out Lhut in the last timiber sales this Govern-
ment provided that wie timber should be cut
i the count®y, e expre=sed a natural aisap-
pointmont that the Cpposition had couilined
thenm-olves Lo vague and general charges in
all thewr attempts at evidicism in tae House.

dir, A, X Campbell, member for East Al-
gomn, was the last sp aker before 6 o'clock
and L 1l the floor when tue House resumed at
l.ACoe vek, Not content with the extended
dealing preceding members of the Oppeos=ition
had had with the ques<ition of the surplus, he
devoted ton minutes Lo at. e devoted Ilhuil.ﬂ.t.
as piceeding speakers had done, to

how it did not amount to neariy 85,4

"7 - m v
“only $700,000 or $80,000, for the exis nmg

whica sum he elnlined 1ho prosent Govern-
ment conld rightfaly taege no credit, After
satisiying himself, and relioving his mind with
respect 1o the surplus—and the hon, member
talked with readiness and vigorous eloeution orn
resurrcceled eleciion wpics—he tuined to the
poiicy of the Governmen! in the matter of
colonisation roads, 1n the hape that the cars
of ni= constituents might cateh his words, ho
urged the expenditure or ore moacey in kast
Aigoma for roads, and ashed that when the
supplementary estimates ore brought down an
amount of money be put in them for the par-
pose of assisting the linmigracion of scttlers to
that district. lle had pul i his vague dis.
claimoer against the Proviuce sacriticing the
interesis of the Comunon 5 ohool system to

- High =chools, and was taking up the gquestion

of liconscs, when, o o'clock having come, the
Speaker left the chair.

Continuing alter recess, Mr, Campbell advo
cated a scheme for loaning Government money
to the farmers ata low rate with a view to pro-
moting agriculture. He reiteralea the ggaoral
charges made by others concerning the “liquor
admini=tration, and contended thas
some of the comimis=sioners =ho:ld be members
of tho board by virtue of some other office
held by them, as for instance mayors and
reoves, Ho doclared his i tention of makin
detailed charges nzainst the Government, ane
went on to talk in general tewns of certain
breaches of the license law in a =inall Algoma
villagze wbLi ‘h he did not name, and a failure to
punish thom by some oflicials whoin e did not
cloarly indicate,

My, Chariton.

Mr. W, A, Charlion followed in a Lrief but
. o remarked Very
Justly in opoeuing that the Oppositton did
not secm Lo be really servious in thelir eriticismes,
He dealu particularly with the timber pohiey of
the Government, starting wilth a conitrasi be-
tween it and the pelicy ot the Dominion Gove
crament—one yiciding large revenao to ths
peop ¢ fromn the public demain, the odhios mak-
ing the public domain & means of rewardin:e:
political favertes. He quoted fromm 1 ¢
grominton  stauastsceal absiaant the  state
ment that tiie disputed terriiory  whick
had been awarded 0 OUnuaiy embrae
ed 95000 square miles covered wih 1in
ber of the most vaiuab e deseript.on, wnd
wonld mect the demands of commmeree for cen:

turies to come. He showed that in 1872 John
Sandfieid  Macdonald's Government %
45392 square miles of timber, nd tl
House anproved  the wle, only fow

members voting to condemn it. And in all the
Veuds since that time up 10 Jast yearthis Gov:
ernment hadd sold only 2,270 square iles 1 ss




