Governm. to. The d
continued By Eﬂ':-n\%’bjfiﬂ: Mr. G. B. Smit
larter and Mr. Da Of the two Opposition

Rembers, Messrs. Wylie and Marter, the lat-
Lor made decidedly tl{a best impression. He is
a fluent speaker and has an air of calmness
and fairness which, while it cannot cloak such
bartisanship as hefeels from the old campalgn’
ci® who form the bulk of the membership of
the House, must be ve effective on the
stump, Thetwo Yorks, icast and North, ro-
presented in the debate came outl stroug. Mr.
Smith found even less ground to go over than
Mr. Tait. He spoke brictly, therefore, but
when he had finished there was nothing that
Lad been advanced on the other side left un-
answered. Mr. Davis astonished even his
friends by the forcible character of his address.
He did not confine himself to making such a
speech as would wmerely round
debate, but he dealt with the
tical condition of the FProvince on
rounds, and xgave ample reason for
1is consistent and loyal support of the Ad-
ministration. Though he spoke late in the
evening and when the members might have
heen expected to be impatient of further de-
bate, he was listened to throughout with the
keenest attention and was frequently ap- |
plauded. The matter of his speech, though
dealing with oft-discussed questions, had the
force of original thought and original research. |
The arguments were arranged in logical order
and marshulled in overwhelming array
against every point to which the orator direct- '
ed his attack. Mr. Davis' mannaer of delivery |

poli-
broad

is that of the practised platform speaker gifted ' |

with the good sense and good taste to adapt |
himself readily to the conditions of l’arlm-l
mentar oratory. The speech was one

of the feature of the debate and Mr. Davis

has been deservedly complimented upon it

both by friends and by opponents. The

ad journment of the debate was moved by Mr,

Sol. White of IXssex, by whom it was resumed

Lto-day.

The order Hupﬂt‘ shows that the House has
had sixteen days of actual sitting. There are
now on the paper, as stated, two Government
bills awaiting third reading, one at the com-
mittee stage and fourieen marked for the
gecond reading. Of these only threc are not
printed. These measures include all the edu-
cational consolidations and amendments pro-
mised by the Ministor of Education for this
session, which taken altogether are not ex.-
coeded in interest by any other measures the
Government i3 to present this year. Notice
has been given by the Commissioner of Crown
l.and sof his bills to amend the General Mining
Actand the Mining Claims Act,very important
measures in view of the great interest now
centred upon the developiaent of the mining
industry of the Province. The Attorney-Gen-
eral also has a number of well-considered bills
calculated to facilitate the administration
of justice and otherwise improve the
Btatutes of the Province in important respects.
Private members nave 26 bills on the order
paper exclusive of the private bills which (at
tho second reading stage) number seven, All
the public measures have been printed, pre-
paratory to their coming up for second reading,
80 that therogeed be no delay in dealing with

them. There has been some delay in respect .
of private bills by reason of the illness of tho |
chairman of the Private Bills Committee, Hon. |
J. M. Gibson, but time will be made up by fre- |

quent sittinzgs, in fact already rapid steps have
been made in overtaking the work.

discussed, and of these few are likely to give
rise to long debate,
The preliminary work of the session is fin-

ished and there =ecms to be a general and com- | |
mendable desire 1o finish up the business at the | |

carliest date ].l(]ﬁ'-‘«ib]t'. Jlll,lgiﬂg’ from present
appearances, Lthere is no reason why the House
l::imuld be dotained in session after the end of
May.

The House was a little late in o
day, but good progress was made ¢
afternoon and the House adjourned

The Journals.

Immediately on opening, ®:fore even the
formal business of presenting petitions was
enterced upon, Mr. Fraser, rising to a question
of privilege, called the attention of the Speaker,

ning to-
uring the
carly,

- who is vesponeible tor the keoping of the jour-

nals of Lthe House, to what he deemed an in.

accuracy in those records. The point to which |

he objscted was Tlu.- printing of four reports of
the Comunittee on Standing Orders, presented

on Thursday last, as if they were one report, so |
that if & member desired to take exception |

: f |
Mr. Fraser did not say th:n.£=

to one of them there was no means

identifying it |
any actual ditliculty had arisen from the pre-
sent system, but unless there is some
explaining it (and no explanation was

is easy Lo see that grave ditliculty might arise.

The position is this:—The Commitiee on Stand-
rders reviews private bills before their
resentation “0 as to see that the rules respect-
: been complied
with. Where the ruies have been followed the
fact is stated, and the report gc®: through as a
But where the rules have
not been followed a special report is made upon
: recommending

either that the informality be overlooked or
L raser’s
contention was that, as recorded, there was no
octunity fora member to take formal ex-

ing
inz public notice, ctc., have

matter of course,
each bill stating Lthe fa*ts and

that the bill be not considered. My, F

gﬁfi:iun :o the report of the commniitlee. In his
specch Mr. Fraser explicitly stated that the

wn& system beon

e
Mr. |

.

off the |

_ : There are |
only thirteen motions for papers, elc., to be

way of |
given) it |

¢ Lury.

VOogue for

¥ ﬂi-‘ A B a -

t not the less, that

uld be a change. When Mr. H. k.
Clarke asked why the matter wa= bruu;;hE Lo
the attention of the House instead of to ‘he
attention of th - eclerk, Mr. Fraser’s reply was
that he had already spoken about the matter

o change had been
:m.. m I:a.vo to speak of it in

qm
his place. Nothing was done in the matter
andpt.h H went on with the receiving of

petitions. ollow the petitions wcore a
number of bills, mainly relating to railway,
municipal and other corporations.

The Budget.

Mr. Sol. White resumed the debate on the
budge inning his speech at ten minutes to
4 o'cloe he places of a considerable num-

| ber of members were vacated soon after the
" hon. member for North Kssex
i dinm and other hon.
' triously to write letters. He first essayed Lo

an his exor-

members indus-

egan
show that because of ex-
travagance the Govern-
ment had been unable to
keop the expenditures of
the year within the in-
come of the Province-—
although the reccipts
had been larger than had
been estimated. He con-
tended that the affairs
vivag of the Province could be
WSeonducted within its
\ v revenues and that there
" was wno need for the
Troasurytocontinuerun-
! He made an attack on the Ad-
ministration on the ground that money had
been expended beyond the appropriation, It
mattered little, he said, whether tho amount
was great or small it was the violation of a prin-
ciple to which he called attention; it wasillegal,
the expenditure of moncy without the consent
of the House. On the questionof the expenditure
of money on education he held that the Pro-
vince was going beyond whata State may be
rightly called upon to do. It was going too
far for the State to undertake'cducationin high-
er branches and classies. All that the State
might be looked to to do was the placing with-
in the reach of every child a good Public
School education. With reference Lo the tem-
perance question he said that claims made for
the Government were unfounded ; the Local
Option Law, of wich s0 much was being made
to delude temperance people, really did noth-
ing but riremove the obstructions in the
way of local prohibition, which the
House itself had set in the way since
Confederation. The surplus which takes
necessarily so prominent a place in the budget
speech of the Treasurer is the target of most of
the Opposition marksmen, and the hon. mem-
ber for North Essex did not omitringing the
changes upon it. He followed the example of
Mr, H. E, Clarke in declaring the surplus to be
made up of assets. In his opinion the railway
certificates and annuities which the Treasurer
in his speech had not classcd as immediate lia
bilities were in fact of the nature of promis-
sory notes and should, therefore. be deducted
from tlie amount claimed as a surplus. Mr.
White concluded his speech after having been
talking balf an hour.

Myr. Balfour's Address.

There was a rattling round of applause from
the Ministerial side when Mr, Balfour of South
kussex rose to reply to the member for North
Essex. He struck into
the discussion with the
vigor and dash that,
makes him a Rupert of
debate. It was the cus-
tom of the honorable
mcmbers opposite, he
said, to devote much
time to the *"‘mythical
surplus,” as they term-
ed it, He referrcd saom
to the public accounts
of the Dominion, Thero
4 they would find a lia-

ninz behind.

of Ontario of $4,827,640
acknowledged. T h e
amount claimed by the
Provincial ‘Treasurer
was only $118,000 more
than the amount acknowledged by the Domin-
lon Government. Some members even ques-
tioned the liability of the Dominion to the
Province, and to answer them he read a letter
from Mr.Courieney, Deputy Finance Minister of
the Dominion, in which he declared that for the
aimount of the $4.827,640 the Dominion acted
merely as the trustee to invest and vay out to
the Province the interest thereon. Mvr. Balfour
went on to show that it would be quite a reas-
onable thing to connt in the assets the value of
the present Parliament buildingu and grounds.
Itespecting the relacvion of the Crown lands to
the surplus he quoted the statement of Mr. H.
K. Clarke that the timber was a good asset, and
showed that at the e timated value of that
asset it might be sold at the rate now current,
and yet toe timber would last for over a cen-
(Cheers.) On the same basis, not only
the forests but the minerals and lands owned
}ir the Province might be counted as an asset,
and he believed they were value to-day for
ll_\? hundred millions of dollars, The member
Gl:i: t-:’u?ut,h ICssex then took up the rather tangl-

criticisms by Mr. H, K. Clarke with regard

Lo the subsidies and the opinions set forth bythe

nier-Proviucial Conference
matter so clearly and R oy

bility to the Province |

i

|

aced the |
plainly that itplis lmrdl:r]

/

S tions are

|
J

1

caonceivable that

even attempted. leshowed that the Liberals

is House had recorded their votes in formal
:Jl:'gheal:t against the changes made in the finan-
cial basis of Bonfederation by mere action of

minion Parliament, and further that the
:h;tfiuulf of ?h?:nlnte r-Provincial Conference was

strictly consistens with this in demanding that
the ﬂninuia.l basis should be made first and
then fixed by Imperial statute so that it could

not be changed as at present merely for the
purpose ufnfacurmg to tho Govammaqt the
support of particular Provinces. Mr. Clarke,
according to the rarom of friendly newspapers,
remonstrated with the Liberals in the
House for abusing the man who gave the Pro-
vince its subsidy, presumably the Finance Min®

ister of the Dominion. Mr. Balfour reminded

answer or criticisin will be

‘!

the chief tinancial « ritic of the Opposition that

the I'inance Minister did not this money
mii. of his private purse, a.nm;t a certain
British North America Act set forth the ar-
rangement under which this portion of the
taxes they paid to the Dominion was returned
to the peope of Ontario. Respecting the
license question Mr. Balfour was able to show
that in one part of his speech Mr, Clarke
represented the Government as a knot of ty-
rants keeping the liquor traflic under despolic
rule, and & little later declared that it was im-
ossible to say whether the Government con-
trolled the liguor tratilc or the liguor tratiic

controlled the Government. As to the plea

that the Government should return to the

municipalities all the money taken in liguor

licenso fees, he showed that constitutional-

ly the Government had as u
right to raise revenue in this way
as the municipalities had, and that

from the point of view of expediency th» rais-

|

]

I

ing of & revenue was quite justitiable by a |

Government that rcturned so much to the
municipalities as did thoe present Administra-
tion. He put in contra-t these figures : —

Taken in license fees by the Pro-

T R R AW $ 3,000,000
Returned to municipalities in main-

tenance of public institutions,

L TR SO e i 21,000,000

He drew a dpara.llal between the remarks of
Mr. White and Mr. Clarke, one declaring that
to the United States Canadians must look for
a market for minerals, and from the United
States must they expect the enterprise and
capital to develop tae mines, while Mr. Clarke
declared that the policy of the Government
was “educating citizens for a foreign State,”
that “there is not room in Capada for all the
professionals we are turning out,” this being a
3 nrarﬂely settled country.” *“ Shade of the
N7 remarked Mr., Balfour amidst ap-
plause, ** where were you .when that sentiment
was uttered!” He said he was nol surprised at
the remarks made by Mr. White, he being a
propagandist of annczxation, but to hear such

remarks from the loyal senior member from
Toronto was strange indeed. Mr. Balfour had

some fun with Mr, Clarke over the election

f

{
1

i
|
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figures, by which thatgentleman proved to the |

satisfaction of such of his friends as have been
content Lo take the result without examinin
the calculation that the Government is in a
minority in the muntg. He showed how
Mr. Clarke adopted a variety of contradictory
principles, the result in each case bLeing
against the Government, and, taking the rule
he himself laid down in the
proved that there was a popular majority for
the Government of over 10,000. The speaker
tollowed Mr. Marter through some of the finan.-
cial mazes trod by that gentleman, and, by ad-
mitting frankly that ‘he Government had
spent a part of the surplus piled up by Jo in
Sandteld Macdonald, deprived the memuper
for Muskoka of his principal argument,
The Opposition have rne:l:umlp'nfmsm their charges
that supplies for the public institu-
_ bought of Government favor.
ites and without tender, but up to
time they have not given any proof of their as.
sertions, Mr. Balfour cuoted
Public Accounts Committee last session as
adopted by the House, declaring that the

;|

majority of cases,

this |
the report of the

principle of public tender was adopted wher.

ever possible,. Mr. Clancy interrupted

who h_ud voted for this report, nnla Whﬂttnl tl:;ﬁ
that it was adopted by majority vote of the
committee he answered, * Aha!” as if no
further answer were needed. Mr. Balfour re.
minded him that if the Opposition members
had voted against it in commi:tee or in the
House they had done 8o without being
able to give a single fact in support of
their contention, although they had the wholo
civil service at their disposal from whom to wet
ovidence under oath before the Public
counts Committee. The habit of Opposition
speakers, latest examplified by Mr. White. of
charging the whole expenditure made in a
year against the revenues of the year, was dealt
with briefly, and it was shown that neith 'r in
the Dominion nor in any other Pro
such & principle recognised, there bein

C-

expenditures charged againstfcapi —
clusion, Mr. Balfour pointe oﬂt.mgh m':‘-c'fﬂﬁ
style that no detinite charga of corruption or
cven of extravagance was made against i3 ml
Government, and that the only policy wilich
could be inferred from the sveeches u{ the Op- |

position was to deprive the Province
from the I}uulinﬂm subsidy and ﬁfﬁmﬁgﬁgﬁ
licenses and resort to direct laXation,

Mr. McCleary Speaks.

Mr. McCleary was the next speak
Legislature heard him for thablﬁerttﬂiitz:d t}};ﬂ
¢ an excellent impression, of Foc

vince was |

He spoke [on‘ I



