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The Spééch of the Lieutenant-
Governor.

AN IMPOSING SCENE.

The Attorney-General’s vigor-
ous and Effective Speech.

Mr. Meredith as an Upholder of the Dignity of
the House — $300,000 Sup-
plv Grlnt.d-

-

February 12.

Age cannot wither nor custom stale the
interest of the people in the ceremonies of
State. The assemblage in the Legislative
Chamber to-day was as large and brilliant
as any that has gathered within the walls
of the historic building. There was all the
pomp and circumstanceof the furnmlu[mning.
Parliament had met and had transacted busi-
ness on the preceding day, but there

was yet to come the formality of
the speech from the throne; _a.nd
this was the feature of attraction.
There wassome routine work done, Sup-

ply was voted to keep the services going
till the usual estimates are submitted.
There was a little breeze stirred by Mr.
Meredith on the Dominion elections, but 1t
passed over the political waters softly as a
summer zephyr. If the surface was moved
at all the spray was blown in the face of the
member for London, who can hardly claim
to have strengthened his position much by
his performance. His utterances provoked
a vigorous and timely speech from the At
torney-General.

The Lieut.-Governor's Arrival.

A few minutes before 3 o'clock a guard
of honor was formed by C Company, which

drew up in front of the Parliament build-

ings under the command ot Major Vidal,
the other officers being Capt. Evans and
Lieut. Laurie. The Lieut.-Governor was re-
ceived with the customary salute. Punctu-
ally at the stroke of 3 his Honor entered
the chamber to read the speech from the
throne. He was attended by his ofii
cial secretary (Commander Law), his aide-
de-camp (Capt. Harstoae); Hon. Oliver
Mowat, Attorney-General ; Major Vidal,
Capt. Evans and Lieut. Laurie.

The Legislative chamber presented a
bright and animated spectacle, There was
& brilliant gathering of the wealth and
fashion of Toronto. The attendance was
large, almost unprecedentedly so, and it
was select. The members present were the
same as on the preceding day. Amongst
the assemblage were (—

Miss Cﬂmlhrell,}liﬂa Strange, Miss Mowat,
Mrs. Hardy, Mrs. G. W, Ross, Mrs. Alex.
Mackenzie; Miss Baxter, Cayuga ; Mrs,
Wm. Mulock, Mrs. Chas, Mackenzie, Mrs,
Biggar, Miss Richards; Mrs. Stevenson,

Simcoe ; Mrs. Langton ; Mrs. A. N.
McLeun, London, Eng.; Mr. Justice
and Mrs. Maclennan, Mrs. G. W,

Monk, Mrs. Primrose, ex-Ald. and Mrs.
Baxter, Rev. D, J. Macdonnell, Rev. E. H.
Dewart, Rev. Manley Benson, Rev.C. Dufl,
Hon. G. W. Allan, Prof. Ashley, Thos.
Hodgins, Q. C., Dr. Rosebrugh,
Downey, Dr., Mrs. and Miss Chamberlain,
Mrs. Win. Stone, Mrs. Lud K.Cameron, Mrs.
S. T. Bastedo; Miss King, Brantford ; Miss
Laidlaw, Woodstock ; Miss Bastedo, Mrs.
W. D, Gregory, Col, and Mrs, Shaw: Miss
Hunter, Durham ; Miss Cameron, Mr,
Joseph Mowat, Mrs., T. C, Irving; Miss
ﬁ_&ephﬁrsl?:, Simcoe ;  Mrs. McAndrew
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Cameron, Miss Cluff, P
The New Speaker,

His Honor having taken his seat on the
throne, the Speaker-elect approached the
dais, bowed and spoke as follows :——

May it Please Your Honor :

The Legislative Assembly have elected
me as their Speaker, though'I am but little
able to fulfil the important duties thus as-
signed to me. If in the performance of
those duties I should at any time fall into
error, 1 pray that the fault may be imputed
to me and not to the Assemb y whose ser-

John |

dom of s

‘ lrriruu were realised,

| that the expenditure has b

especiall ially that they may have free-
peeo{ in their debates, access to
our person at all seasonable times, and that

heir proceedings may receive from you the

t tavorable consideration.
mo}nln: Mr. Harcourt then said «—Mr.

aker,—I am commanded by his Honor
Ell: Lim;tfeun.nt.-(}uvernnr to declare to you
that he freely confides in the duty and at-
tachment of the Assembly to her Majesty's
person and Government, and, not doubtin
that their proceedings will be conducte
with wisdom, temper and prudence, he
grants, and upon all occasions will recognise
and allow, their- constitutional privileges.
I am commanded also to assure you that the
Assembly shall hiave ready access to his
Honor upon all seascnable occasions, and
that their proceedings, as well as your
words and actions, will constantly receive
from him the most favorable construction.

The Speech from the Throne.
His Honor then read the following

speech :—
I have great pleasure in welcomjng you to
our legislative duties as members of & new
‘arliament. :

I am happy to state that a considerable ad-
vance has been made since the last session of
the Legislature towards a scttlement of most
of the long pending differences between the
Province and the Dominion. At a recent con-
ference which took place between my Govern:
ment and the representatives of the Govern
ments of the Dominion and Quebec, detinite
arrangements wore made for an arbitration to
gettle questions of account, and for referring
to the courts in friendly actions some of the
constitutional guestions which have arisen ;
oLthier ditterences are still the subject of nego-
giation. A settlement of most of these matters
during the present yecar may reasonably be ex-
pected. A bill as to the proposed arbitration
will be laid before yvou.

I regret that the Government of Quebec re-

ins its old attitude with respect to the Land

muprovement Fund ; and in view of the con-
gnul:d delay, and of the arrangements etlected

r the amicable settlement by arbitration and
etherwise of most of the other questions in
which the two Provinces are interested, 1 com-
mend to your consideration the propriety of
ROW paying over to the municipalities con-
cerncd the share chargeable against this Pro-
vinee, without waiting longer for a settlement
of the balance which is elaimed to be charge
able as the share of Quebec,

I am greatly pleased to observe the increas-

Ing interest which is taken in improved meth- |

s of agriculture, ns evinced by the marked
success which attends the sessions of farmers’
institutes, and by the growing demand for the
peports and bulletinsg of the Department of
Agricnlture,

take pleasure in direeting your attention to

¢ work done in promoting the public health.
hrough the operations of the PP'rovincial
oard, the dissemination of sanitary literature
end the increasing etfciencey of Local Boards,
endemic disease has been notably less, and an
lpetus has been given to the construction of
public wa'erworks and sewage systems. To
1l uillcient work of a =scientific nature, n
boratory has been established, in connection
with the Provincial Board, for investigntions

Lo the cau es of di ease. A bill will probably

» Inid before you supplyving some defects,
ascertained by experience, in the present statu
tory provisions,respecting the Board<of Health.

It having recentiy been ascertained bevond
Soubt that the Province possesses immense de.

reat cconomic use and value in the immediato

uture, my advisers deemed the time opportune
for making some changes in the laws relating
to the salc of mining lands ; and a part of the
districts of Algomn and Nipissing in and near
the nickel-bearing region was withdrawn from
gule and location until you could 'e consnlted.
I commend to your attention a measure respect.
ing our mining lands which is to be submitted
for your consideration.

During the recess | issued a commission to
ing ire into the =ahiect of er.son reform, and
Hl'ﬂ:}ll.;'l: into the sub.e st of tiue tish un.d i"i‘.lll:l.'
laws. The reports of the commissioners 1'n’l.u! h
subiacls are expected to be compieted aund

ITu{ly for distribution during the present ses
II;'”“" n'l_ui. i case of Lheir being received in time
ills will be laid before you for conzidibration,
Among other bills to be submitted for your
cunuulurul.iut_l are a bill making certain im.
provements in the election law which another
general election has suggested ; bills making
m'mlu amendments of our education laws, n
:u-._ Iligllt of the ftive years' experience which
s been had since the last revision: a bill
regulating the charters to bhe ;.:ru.ntml'lu loan
companies: a bill securing a litn (o wnrk:n:-n
on saw logs in the western districts of the Prov.
Ince, andd a bill to make provision respe-tin
Lh’FI"”:”;i:Fﬂ? of Guakers and others, s
¢ pubiic interests and the wants b
ﬂ!IIR‘:!:;{L'Il in lumbering in the nnrth1:'1-:-.:}:11{:'1”:}
the Provinee appeared recently to require that
a limited number of timber berths west of I'l':l'l
Arthur should be offered for sale. A publie
sile was therefore hold in October last, and l'-u.it:;
Areturn of ,
ars will b". presented for vour i!?l'u:::::utlf::tt;mﬂu‘
T'he public aceounts for the past year will be
laid before you, You will be pleased to lﬂatrt[i

een kept i
appropriations, and chat the ug';;rﬂim:r:i:':;\'gl:ﬂg

: ‘u:iilﬁ of nickel, a metal which is likely to be of

| bas exeeeded the amount anticipated,

The estimates for the curr
: ren )
presented for your ap wm'u.lf t'l;r!;':.;‘r :iillll }"'
found to be framed with a due rnuu.rg Lo “
omy, and to the necessities of the g &

o publio ser.
I reel assured that your delibe
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