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Mr. Marter Again the Talker

of the Day '

ON THE FREE GRANTS QUESTION.

Mr. Hardy Points Out His Elece
tion Tactics

AND MAKES HIM INDIGNANY.

Sevaral Resolutions of Mr. Marter Puf
and Defeated —-The Municipal Bx-
emption Bill and Other
Government Mea.
sures.

Mur{'h 31 . lBﬂ.
The House had its first Monday silting tor

night, probably also its lael. The day was
largely spent in debating M r.ilardy’skrecUrants
and Homesteads Act, ageinst whioh Mr. Marter
entertained some very stroug objections. The
discussion becamne very interesting when Mr,
Hardy remarked that Mr. Marter preferred
his objections and charges simply for
electioneering purposes. After this had been
disposed of several minor Government billa
came fup, and finully there was a short dis.

cussion on the Treasurer's Assessment Kxemp-
Lion Bill,
_FOREST PROTECTION,

on. Mr, Ilnrdy drew attention to the repors
in THe GLosk of a statement made by bim on
Frid \V evening in tho course of a short debatle
Ol Inalfers connecied with forestry., It
appear:d from the report as if one of his
schemes for the preservation of the forests
was the appointment of eighty or ninety
rfangers. As a maiter of fact there were em-
ployed by the owners of timber limits and the
Government  jointly about elghty fire
rangers for the protection of the woods and
forests from fire durlny the sumimer. the own.
€rs paying oue-hall of their wages and the
Government paying the other halfl. His ldea
Was Lo utilise this force for the purpose of
boginning a system of forestry. ‘Thero was
Lhis handy force already in existence ae-
Quainted with the work, and the Geverument
could, without incurring very much additionsl
exponse, use'thesc men for the more coinpre.
hensive work.

5 LIQUOR LICENSE BILL.

I'he House went into Committee on the Gove
érnment s bill to amend che license law, Mr,
Gibson (Hamiltow) moved a slight amendment
to the first clause, Mr. Meredith asked the
Frovincial Secretary if he still adhered to his
decision to contine the number of those whe
vole on the question of the granting of a licenss
to those entitled to vote for the Legisiature
and not for municipal purposes, as suggested
Ly some members of the Opposition; also if le
still pronosed to ullow a license 1o be changed
from one locality to another in the same pollin
sub-division without petition, which some o
the Upgosition had objected to, He proposed
to divide the House on theso peoints, and per.
haps someo others at a later stage., Mr,
tilbson said it had mot been decid-
ed to accept these amendments, He
then explained one or two other slight
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THE PRFLE ORANTS BILL.

}lun. Mr. Hardy moved the House into Com.
mittee on Lhe bill to amend the Freo Grants
and Hemesteads Act, lHe explained that he
intended moving the following amendment te
the Act as it had beeu read the socond time : <

*“Where the land allotted to a locatee or
purchaser under this Act is composed of

two or more lols or parcels of lots,
the said locatee or purchaser or those
claiming under them may cut such ine

trees as mmay be necessary for the purpose of
building and fencing, as hereinbeforejprovided
on any one or more of the said lots or parcels of
8 50 urchased, and may uso the
sald pine trees on Lthe same lol or on any of the
other lots or parcels of loits held LY him as a

iree grant or by purchiase under this Act.”

The 12th section of the original Act pro.
vides for the paymgnt by the Crown te.the
putentees on all pine lrees cut on such land
subsequent to the 30th of April next, after the
date of Lhe patent, and upon which dues have
been collected by the Crown, 25 cents on each
thousand feet, board measure, of sawlegs, and
85 on each thousand cubic feet of spare or
waney pine timber,

Mr. Hardy's bill proposed to increase the
25 cenls Lo 33 cents and the $3 to $4. The second
clause of the biil gives additional privileges,
providing that the Committece may dispense
with residence and settlement duties in certain
cases, and thoe third similarly provides that the
Comnissioner may dispense with clearing and
residence in certain cases., A bill by Mr.
Fell to amend the sameo Act came up
during the discussion., The principal provi-
sions of Lhis bill are the fores!, viz., that **No

| township in any parl of the tract or territory
' meutioned in section 4of the Free Grants and

Homesteads Act shall hereafter be set apart as
a free grant township, unless and until an
Order in Council appropriating the lands theres-
in for [ree grants ro actual settiers has been
approved of by the Leeislative Assembly ”;
the secenna, namely, the siriking out of sections
11 anc Jof the \ct, these being the clauses in
which heGovernment retains the right of issu-
inglicensestecut pine nponlands unrirrrltlu:l"'n.-u
Grants and Homesteads Act ; and finally, that
all trec  remaining on the lands at the time the
patent issues shall become the property of the
palenice.
MR. MARTER ON TIIE STUMP.

Mr. Marter proceeded to discuss the bill at
some length and prefaced his romarks by say-
ing he wanted it to be congidered outside of
politics altegether. After ailluding !o ono or
two minor points on which, in his opinien, the
measure ought to be amended, Mr. Marter
refarred to the bill to amend the Free Graots
and Homesteads Aot introduced by Mr Foll,
which he regurded as a step in the right direc.
tion. The Act now in force, instend of being
one for the encouragement and bringing over
of settlers, hud just the opposite effect. He
would be glad if the Gorvermment wouid ao
away with the c¢lanse [n the existing
Act which reserved to Lhem for ever Lheo

ine on the settieps’ land. To show that more
ﬁbr.rul terms had been advocated on behalf of
the settlers than wero couferred by thie Actthe
hon. gentleman quoted from the specches des
livered in the House .during the term of the
Sandfield Macdonald Administration. His con-
tention was that the whole of the pine upon
tho settler's land should be regarded as his pro-
perty when hejreceived his patent, He gquoted
from THE GLosg of the time to show that that
_]U'll.l'ﬂﬂl had uﬂ'l'lll:“'il.".i Lhat 'j'lﬂ 'lrt.]'"-'.'l‘r“fn[:ﬂt
wero not dealing in a spirit of liberalily
or fairnoss with settlers. The authoritics
Lo had cited were UnAan!mous that
something more ought to be done than was
“roposed under the Act. It was certainly a
great bardship uvon the aettler that when he
took his patent he did not beceme the possess-
or of all that was on the land, To make lum
the owner of the land would be not only of
groat service (0 him elf, butto the mﬂ‘.-nwnnr
who established a mill in the locality. He
would be glad if the Government wonld all‘lrlnz
the present secasion seoe their way clear to do
what he suggested. Tlhe priviicges al present
accorded the scltler were not # sutﬂ-
cient recompense 10 #I:!Iu for nis
putlayiand his enterprise. Under the prcsjvnt
system bad feeling was engendered betw ced
the settler and the lumberman, for natura:l)
the scitler could not be expocted Lo regard
with complacency the lnmberman who entered
his land witkoul ssking permission and re
moved the timber, Amonyst other changce
that he would hke to sce introduced was an
alteration of the clause requiring | he p:n*uhns-:l'
to reside upon the lol. Instead of five }'L“"Tﬁ
he would like to see the cerm reduced 10 lljt: 9
voars, A8 it stood now in Manitoba, Anyione
who had resided three YyYears Oh _If"
lot and had put up suflicient hulu{i
ings and done sufficicnt clearing. ‘tl“*l
m‘\'t:u a suldicient guarantee of his bona fl'-* -tﬂ.'
Then he saw O cood In the clanuse lmlhllif
residence compuleory. He wanted Lhe terin O
residence, too, reduced from five to Lhree
yvears: moreover, there should be some reser:
vation of the lumber for the use of the z'qitn-ri.
in many parts of Muskoka and Parry SO
lumber wus dearer thau it was in Toronis o
day, simply because the whoie of the l-‘”--”*f
had been cleared off great areas of n-n_l.l‘lll'.""'-t
There should be, in his opinion, 50,000 fcé: ©
timber rescrved for the use of the H‘.'l!-l*-‘rl?
whatever timne he might desire to use ltfr o
proposed. therefore, to amend the bill before

the House by the addition of clauses contains
ing provisions of the gsture Le had indicated,

. which he would move atLer.

M. HARDY' '8 REPLY.

The Commissioner of Crown Lands said it

| was a singuln fact that although Mr. Marter

had beon in the House for four years he had



