e 1

N\

W

* ‘ ™ N %N
of t

recogui they
 those who had expericnced the beuefis
that could realise how much
wus, There was not a siugle Se
School supporter from one end of the coun-
try to the other who would be willing to
part with a siogle advantage that the
schools
teachers did not carry the certilicates thns
other teachers possessed,
mach for this part of the subject. He ob-
jected to the proposal to impose the balles
upon Separate School supporters for various
reasous. ue reason, as had been well point-
ed out by the Minister for Education, was
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(Cheers,) So

' that the compnlsory adoptica of r.hu_ ba_:lnl
| would be a viciation of the Consticution,
1t was only necessary to lock at the system

he objected,

of election in operation at the time of Con-
federation toseeinthiswhat. very body would
b: prepared to admit, an inirwgemen of
their rights,
with
C .tholics enjoyed

an aiteanpt te do away
privileges that the Roma.
under Confe lerativr,
were oibier &Ry w. y
why the Rom m Catho o
minority of this Province ovjecied, to the
introduction of the ballot, ** You -:a.l_:unt.“
the bon. gentlemem proceeded, **disasso-
ciato it from the discussion outside; you
cannot disaseociate it from my hon. [riend’s
Londoun speech ; vou canvot disassociate is
irom what waa coutained in the platiorm of
hon. gentlemen opposite ; you cannot « ise

the
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associato it from the fuct that all over the

Proviuce it is offensive ra th- “e=wrchy of
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» Roman Catholic Church ; that it is
deusive to the clergv of that Church: that
it is oflensive to the laity of the Churea in
that it insinuates that ouly under the ballot
could their rights and privileges be main-
tained. (Cheers.) [I'he hon. gentleman, in
order to make more studiously offensive
what was already ofleusive enough, made
the insinuation that the lsity were afraid
to exercise their undoubted rights on
account of the improper influence of the
clergy. 1 say there is no self-respecting
Romun Catholic in this Province of On-
tario who will not feel keenly the insult to
his clergy. It is a studied offence to the
leity. It says in effect that we Separate
School supporters are slaves, bondsmen and
serfs—not aliowea to control our own
actiou—unot allowed to have our own wishes
ic the election of Trustees. It said this be-
cause forsooth in the City of Toronto in
certain localities the priest happened to e
exercising his legitimate influence in the
matter of elections. (Cheers.) The Roman
Catholics were asking for this legisiation,
and I promise that they kuow muzh better
what their own requirements are than do
the gentlemen opposite or any other persons
outside their Church.” Was there, Mr.
Fraser asked, a single denomination in the
Provinee of Outario who would not resent
such legislation us this? Put the members
of the Methodist persuasion or of any other
denomination in a position similar to that
of the Roman Catholic minority, would the

House dare to force upon them such
aiterations of the law unless they
were asked for? It any  party

proposed to abeolish the privileges of any
religious denomination, that denominativu
would be found a unit in opposition. The
hon. gentleman had iaid down the rule
when he appeared before the electors of the
City of Louden that the Romaun Catholic
minority, because it was a solid, compact
political unit ruled by the Hierarchy, should
be regarded as a common enemy, aund where
there was a common enemy people were
astified in uniting against it. 1If this were
\_t[;un, according to his argument, every
iglous denomination that umited in de-

fence of its rights should be treated as a
Comnmon enemy. It would be the same
were a proposal made, on the principle
that there ought to Le ouly one Univerwty
in OQutario, to abolish the Victoria Uni-
versity or the Queen's University at Kings-
h?ll. Does any oune suppose that these
Universitics wonld not stand up as a unit
to defend their rights; and were they to be
regarded as a common enemy ! If they
proposed to interfere with the small-
est right of the Presbytericn University
of Queens did they suppuse they
would not find the Presbytorians united
Rguinat the political party at the next gen-
eral election that attempred to infringe that
mht_? (Hear, hear.) He wanted to know
why it was that a different line of action
Wus 0 be expected from the Roman Catho-
lic minority than would under similar cir-

cumstances be expected from a Protestant |

denomination. Their educational institu-
flous were as dear to Roman Catholics as
were those of any other dencmination to the
members of their body. When danger
ussailed them was it not to be expected that
they would unite even more closely than
they bad done? 8o far  as the

Conservative party was concerned, they
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is was their platform,
adopted at & meeting of 1he Grand Lodge of

\ Ontario West, at Hamilton, at & meeting

keld on the 15th and 16th February, 1876,
and it was the platform of the hon. gentle-
mun and hie colleagues ; —

Itesolved, That, in the opinion of the Right
Worshipful ¢ rand Lodge, the time has arrived
when the Ora of Canada, without
reference to polit r politieal parties, must
ucite in one grand Political phalanx in order
to stop the enc hments of the Romish
Hierarchy upon the body politic of the coun-
te:l" and that the foliowing platform be adopt-

a ~

Unswerving and untiring alicgiance to the
Mother Country and British Conrection.

(€) No grants of money trom the public purse
for scciarian purnoses,

3} No Separste Schools, but free secular
edueation for all,

(4) Taxation fur all; taxation of all property
held by religivus bodics vpon ils fair assess-
ment value,

(5) The opening ofall public institutions in

the land, religious c{uthrruiw. to publi: in-
spoction by Gouvernnfent otlicials,

© Thet it shall be the duty of the County
Muster in every Orange county, in the event of
A general election or olher election taking
place, cither for Lhe Locxl or Dominion Parlia-
ments, Lo subinit the platform to the candidute
or candidates to aecertuin if they will support

|

it or no'. and then tocall a connty meeting
Lefore the day of polling, and if neither of 1he
candidaies will support the said platform then

itshall be the anty of the County Lodge to bring
oul w eandidate,

The hon. gentleman end his colleagnes
were under the power of the Orange Lodges,
and he (Mr, Fraser) did vot think the day
had yet arrived when the Romau Catholic
minority was to be controlled and ruoled
and  legislated for by Orangemen.

interference with their rights, as an insult to
themselves ; they objected 10 it because
they did not require it, because it was pro-
posed to thrust upon them legislation that
they did not ask for, and they opposed it
because it was ultra vires. The Roman
Catholic minority didn't propese to stand
calmly by and wee cuc away, <hip by chip,
the whole of the Separate School system.
If hon. gentlemen opposite could have their
way, if they could etfect their purpose, the
guarantees given under the [Diritish North
America Act would be only a sham, a delu
sion and & snare. He had a few words to
say with reference to the necessity tor giv-
ing notice. It was soretimes said in the
“suntry that the ameudment of 1879 was
introduced to do away with the necessity
for giving notice, There never was any such
intention. Those respousible for the amend.
iment proclaimed almost from the housetops
that 1t was necessury for Separate School
supporters to give notice that they were
fuch. Defore the last general election the
Attorney-General sent anopen letters to Mr.
Milligan showing as clearly as he possibly
could that the law still required notice on
the part of anybody intending to become a
Separate School supporter ; and that if he
wanted to sgain become a Public School sup-
porter he had to give wnotice. He (Mr.
Fraser) during the last general election held
feveral meotings, and at every one of those
meetings he put it in the plamest language
he could that there wuas no such thing as
becoming » Separate Schiool supporter with-
out doing »o. The nmendment of 1279 was
intended simply to provide for the proper
machinery for the elections, more particu-
larly as regarded municipalities.

Mr. Meredith—Why did not the munici-
palities act ?

Mr. Fraser—The hon. gentleman had
given quotativne showing that notice
had not heen gwen in some manicipali-
ties since 13/89, He would tind that prior
to 1049 there was nonotice given. He (Mr.
Fraser) had made diligent inquiry, and
sithongh there had been Separate Schools
in existeuce for 30 years there were no
Separute School notices given. He was
bound to say, if hLe told the truth,
that  he never  himmseif gave "
writton notice that he would become
®  Scparate School supporter. Kven
here in the municipality ot Toronto, and in
sll municipalities where Scparate Schosls
existed, the authorities did wot care a braes
furthing whether the Roman Catholics gave
notice or not. They were acting fairly and
legitimately although wo notice had been
given e would undertake to say that
turonghont Outario, until this sectarian cry
had been aised, not even the most vigorous
opponents of NSeparste Schouls concerved
themseives with whether notice were given
or noi. The fact was that every Roman
Catholic was & Separate School supgporier,
but no wotice could be found with the
Cierks cof the municipaiitiee. On the other
haud, everybody who was not a Ruman
Cutholic was supposed to be u supporcter of
Public Schools. Tne public officers recog-
nised this, He was not .prepared to speak
for every municipality, but he would uun-
certuke to say as regards the City of
dvi-outo that wup to 1879, and _even

The
Roman Catholics resented this measurs as au
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