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e Roman Cltniiumiunrity if they |,
ot displayed this activity. The Ro-

man Catholie minority expected them to do
this. They felt, many of them, that their
priests had more time at their disposal, and
were otherwise better fitted than many
lavinen were, for taking an active part iu

d
&

efending the privileges thu!: hu- b‘eau
iven to the Koman Catholic minority.
'hey were expected to devote themnselves

more particular/y than laymen to matters
'connected with the training «nd education

|
|

ol the young. He repeated that if the R~
“map Catholic minority of the Province

found their priests not giving attention to
the schools and active .im their defence,

they would be the first to say the priests
were wrong in not doing so, and when they
do give attention, and cavefully day
. by day, week by week and month by month,

' the Roman Catholic minority approved
their action and applauded tnem. There
was another fact that the intelligont Roman

the bon. gonticman opposite]was called upon

i
- Catholics of the country had to look at.  If l

- to form ajGovernment, what sort of a one
y would it be?  There would be, he supposed, |
- his Brother from Owen Sound (Mr. Creigh~ |
' ton), and his Brosher from Grouville (Mr.
SFronch), and his Brother froin Toronto (Mr,

H, k. Clarke), and his Brother {rom Mua- |

koka (Mr, Marter)., Why, the Grand Lodge |
would bs in seszion when Lis Kxecutive :
. was called together ! (l.oud laughter and
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applausa,)

Mr. French said Mr, Fraser Lhiad made a
mistake in including bin in the Grand
Lm!ge.

Mr. Fraser, continuing, suggested that
pernsps one of them would tile the
woor, and the laughter was re-
newed. DBut, he aaid, he thought
the NKoman Catholic minority had no
desire to be rulsd by the Grand Lodge of

 Qaotarie., The Couservative purty were
' even now driving the Roman Catholics

_"“—-hi-'- -
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from them; thoy were giving them no
place 1u their counsels and did wot intena
to. That Roman Catholic would be
stupid, would be a traitor to his own best
tutereats, and would lose sight of what ko
oughs to do if he lent any influence towards |
the returnof Mr, JMeredith., He did not |
doubt that soe of them would do it, somo

whom his words of advica would not reach. |
i Mr. Claney, no doubt, woald do his best to

coma back, but if he came buck, what iu-
fluence would he have in such a Govern-
ment as he had suggested, always suppos.
tug 1t was returned to power, aud the hon,
gentloman  wes  Jucky  enough — no

doubt he would counsider it lucky
-— to form o member of it? Aund
what other Covernment thau such 2
one could be formed by the Coneervative
opposite? Why, if the hon, gentleman
eutered such a CGovernment and edepted
their policy on the Separate Schools gues.
tion, whom would he repressut? Nobody,
he weuld tell him., Oue after another, said
Mr., Fraser in conclnsion of nis remarks on
this poing, conld be taken the wmilestones
he had pointed out as having been plantod
Uy the hon. pentlemen opposite, and look-
1ug at these mileatones the House would see
why to-day there is a majority of the
Romun Catholic miinority of the Proviuce
supporting this Liberel “iovernment,
Although he had, said Mr. Fraser, alrealy
detained the Housg some considerable time,
he would 1ow eay some few words in respect

. - ==

to some of the provisions of the bili before

them.

Mr. Meredith-—** Hear, hear.”

Mr. Fruser--My hou. friend says ** Hear,
hear.” He did net say * Hear, hear,”
some time ago when something was beiny
said that it would have become him well to
say ‘* Hear, hear ” to. (Lusughter.) The
member for Loudon bkad deuocaced the
Covernment, when he made an appeal to the
electors of this Proviuce, as having been in
league with the Romun Catholic hierarchy
and ns having given as tho price of their
support certain concessions in respect of
Separate Schools, Nothing conld be more
untrue, nothing more unjuss, He de-
nouneed the Government, too, because they
had been instromental in vassing legisla-
tion that bad tended to incresse Separate
Ncoools, and he suid any man woald be a
traitor to his country who would puss snch
legisintion.  Well, according to his own
showing, he and the party to which he be.
longed must have bLeen traitors to their
counntry, for either they (id not know what
wes gotug tiiough the House, or elso know.
ing it, they were, diroctly or indirectly, in-
strumental in passing it. He could take
whichever horn of the dilemma he liked,
(Clieers and luughter.) What he (Mr.

- Fraser) had to say iu referenca to the ues.

 tion, as it wes proposed to tiie House, that

there should Dbe a change in the
laws relatmng to Separate Schoois, was,
ficstly, this :—That the British North
Atmerica Act  guarautee:l to  the
Homean Catholics all the rights and vrivie
leges they enjoyed ut the time that we came
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srivileges that wore enjoyed thon wasth
right to maintain Separate Sehools under
the terme and conditions provided in the
Separate Schools Act. This IHouse had no
power, us he read the law-——no power what-
| ever to pass such legislation as was unow
i before it. In view of what had been said
| by the gentlemen opposite—in view of their
| avowed aud evident inteution to nhuglsh
‘Separate Schools—ho proposed to advise,
with a tull sense of thoe respousib lity that
he might be under to the House, the Komen
Cathotic miuority to resist uil these propos-
‘ed amendments—to resist thein on the
' ground that the House had no power to
Clegistate in this direction—to resist them on
the further ground that they have
reasson to believe that they wre not
propossd in the interests of Separate
Schools—to resist them becausge, in short,
they are ultra vires, (Cheers,) There was
s an old saying amongst the Greeks, that they
were to fear their enemies bearing gifts,
[t was well to remember it here. Noue of
these amendments came from the {riends of
Separate Scuools, There was a time wheu
the gentlemen whe are now proposing to
wmend the Soparate Schools Act sought to

' abolish them altogether, therefore Roman
Catholics bad reason to regard with suspi-
cion all proposals of this kind emanating
from them. *‘We had the privilege,” Mr.
Frager continued, “‘at the time that the
British North America Act was passed ;
we had the privilege under the law of
Outario of taking the certitied teachers that
wa were entitled to take under the law of
(Juebac, and 1 say that tnere was good
reason why we should be so entitled.
I aay that this House has noright under the
British North America Act to oppose thie. I
venture to say that nothing can be alleged
. against the ~apacity of the teachers of our
Separate Schools. They are in cvery way
" as fit for the duties they are called upon to
~perform as the teachers of our Publie
' Schools, Here, in the City of Toronto, we
are not afraid, so tar as our system is con-
corned, 8o rar as the teachers are conceraed,
to place thewn alongside those of the Publio
Schools and o chailenge comparison in the
matter ol capacity. Isay that in the Proe
vince of Ontario—and I am not now theor-
| lsing or making rash asservions, or talking
for talking's sake~-throughous the whole
Province of Oatario, taking the Separ-~
i ate Schools in comparison with the
| Public Nchools, they atand just as
high, they runk equally as atrong,
| #0 Tar as teaching capacity is coucerned.
- Whet happened the other duy in the City
of Loudon, in the coustituency of my hon,
trisid 7 1 think overy Publiec School
teacher was dismisaed.

Mr. Merodith—Ounly for the purpose of
re-cngaging and re-classifying,

AMr. Fraser—The systera wus not working
well then.  \Whatever may be advanced or
elleged against the Separate Schools, yon
will ind that the samo comiplaiut can be
made aguinst the Public Schools. (Hear,
uear.) As was inseparaule from any systemn
oi public instruction extending over o large
truct of couniry, there are here and there
schools that are not free from objection,
You hear tho same things suid even abouy
the churches.  Occasionally vou hear a
complaint that this or that church is nos
80 well wserved, ‘that thero is
luek  of efliciency, tbat thece are
velects somewhore or other that ougnt to Le
remedied, aud so there wili be in any ays.

tem ol the kind; but aithough you may
vceasionally find ground for complaint, vou
jnil‘pruvn vothing against the syatem take
ing iv os a whole. Take them as a whole
| the pupils brougit un at these schools can
| climllenge comparison with those ationding
 the Public Schools, and the results prove
that what I have asserted is true, Theres
| fore 1 say there are two reasous why thinga
| u!;ouid be allowed to remain ag they areg
- First, the system is workig well, and sec.
end, we have no) power tod make the
| change.  The hou. gentleman theu pointed
out that the Separate Schouls, having re
- gard to the fact chat the Public Schiools
were supported entirély out of the rates and
tuxes, werc not treated fairly, inasmuoch
%5 under the Separate School system
it was made compulser for Kotnay
Catiiolics to get their teachers at as chieap &
rate az possible. Ho Lad been told the
opber day, and his authority was lrat-class,
that iu some cases the tuxes raised for the
Sevarate Schools weut to the Publig
Schools; but what he wanted to polnt out wag
that although thers was a power in the
Blatute bookes that authorized Catholie
Lrustees  where Separate  Schools exe
isted to raise a rate for their mainten.
ance, yet It was only & perinisnive
power, and had not been oxercised to any
exteut within the Province, He might be
istaken in making o goneral nssertion, bus
he was informed that it was a fact, 'l':iﬂru-
fore in a sense they got cheap teache

ing  as  compared with the Publio

Schoole, The.e was no one conld
oversestimaie tue advautage it was to



