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- Act, because once a man became a Separate
kol gt o e i
except he ven no uring & cer
time in the ,II': of his intention. So that
there weore on the statute book of the
country provisions more ample and more
liberal fur the establishment of Protestant |
. Separate Scuools than there were for the
~_establishmeut of Roman Catholic Separate
 Schoois. It was no answer to his srgumont
shat it had wmot been done. e Was
not sdducing it for the purpose of
saying that it had not Leen done, but for
the pur of showing that those who said
Rowman 10lics enjoved a privilege that
wes wobextended to others were entirely |
mistoken. He could not quite understwnd

why $ te Schools had not
been ol unless it was that

the Protestants were a large majoriry
iu _the droviac and that, con-
) ® Public Schools as they did,
ity should be quite contont to have them
as their aystems. DBut there were cases
where Protestant Separate Schools had
been established.  There were nine in the
Province of Oatario, where, uutil two or
three years ago, mmstend of sthe teacher
requiring to be gualitied, the Trusteas could
eign & certificate without even the
formula of an examination. But suppose
there were no such statute a2 the one hio had
queted, ho had for a louy time beeu unable
1o understand why in the larger cenires—
for example, in the City of Torunto, where
th: schools were for the most part
unmixed-—there had not béen more
religious education imparted. 1 here
"was po rewon why there should
not be. [If there was all the tendency to-
wards union of the Protestant denoming-
ticns which it was stated there was, he
Lad thought how was it possible, where
there were not Roman Catholie pupils, and
“where the children of various Protestant
denvminations were together, that there
was not more religions educution, aud
that it could not be agreed upon.
One conld not i he would, nor
dare not if he could, close his eyes to the
fact tha8 agnosticism and atheisin were
spreading a great deal in the world, and
that these did not come Jjrom the farm, the
bamles or the towuship, but from the
great ceuntres of the population ; and
would it not be & good thing, instead
of tiyiug to abolish Separate Sciwols,
il the Christian Churches of this Proviace,
where they have the opportunity, without
any demur being made,to wore introduce in-
to these Public Schicols more of the religious
teaching which in the end might save =
good muny from drifting from Caristiavity
tuto the paths of agnosticism or atheism,
or auny of the other isms to which
ke haa relerred. The speaker next
Ertmodtal to give the reaxsons why the
on, gentleman bad entered upon this
crusade agniust Separate Schools, He did
not think bhe neceded to go further thun his
friend’s London speech to find the reason,
The hou. gentieman had bLeen in this cham-
ber during the time that ull these various
amendments had bLeen made. If there
was auything thet his iriends boast-
ed of more than wnother it was
thet there was not a single item
ef legislation that his eye bad not scanned ;
$hat he wue there to pus the doty over the
{'s and the crosses over the t's ; that he
was always eager and at his desk, and
eould detect anything that was of a ialse
Bature, and that any particalar provision
that reguired amenvment he could put it |
right. Now, i must be & very great
bumiliktion to him that these Separate
T Y amendmontsgnad passed through the
- House without his knowing bofore what he
might have accomplished. He thought Le
found the reacon for his upposition wow in
whut he had relerred to to-day as
fHE *“*sanip vorve,”
and Lhat, us the Homan Catheliea were
punitist him and in favor of the Liberal
Goverument of Outario, be had wothiug to |

'lliu from that set of the electorate,
he could afford to take wsuch a
course as would give him increased |
support from Protestaut recruits, e (Mr. |
Fr-gl-r} denied that there was suy such
I thing, or ever bad been such a thing, a. a
solid Fomen Catholic vote in this P'ro-
| vince or in the Dominion. Even the
{ clergy were divided, and there had never
' been & time during which the Roman .
Catholie vote for suy lParly or partles bad
been solid or nearly solid. Not ouly the
laity were divided, but the clergy were
divided im their politics, and the BilhuEl
a!so, just as they bad a right to be. Iu the
old days the Cathaolics ware found support-
ing Baldwin, and to-day the REoman Catho-
lic aliegiance to the Liberal party would
have been about as it was then lLad
it mot been for this Separate
Scheol question, Is waswell known at the

R

|Inw that ** blood is thicser than water,

I
r

]

Al -

!
!

|

A

‘Conservative party. How did they come
nto Confederation ? They came in with the

te School system guaranteed, Next
referred to the calling of a Roman
Catholic Convention in the City of Toronto,
which was a lay move for the purpose of
discussing the questiou of Roman Catholic
patronage. His hon. friend toid hiin that

were with the

the Roman Catholics bud & right to aspire. ;

Yes, they bad a right to aspire, bug it
was very rarely thas they geot the Iv
gounded well on the Elnt'nrml. it wens well
ut » convention, it had a very nice _riug
about it, but thero was a great unwritten
zi:d where it was a watter of competition
for & particular post it would be
found  that in the end thsre
were very low offives for those
who formed a religious  minority.
I'riends of the hon. gentleman, when they
went out into the back schoolhousee, were
too prone to say the Catholics obtained too
much; yet even under this Liberal Govern-
ment, desirous as they Lad bLeen to do what
was right by the Roman Catholics,they had
not been able to do it, simply because the
underiyiog influrnces bLad been agaiust
them, The wext movemeut of any

- consequence amoong the KRoman Catho-

lics took place after the electicn of
1§71, The taking into the Government
of Mr., Scott, as Commissioner of Crown
Lands, was looked upon byalargesectionusa
certain conces-ion to what they were asking.
Then, after that, a still further deviation
frows the ranks of hon, gentiemeun opposite
took place. He referred now to the
plutiorm  laid down by the Orange.-
wen of this Province pricr to these

Separate School amendments, In the |

Grend Lodge of Western Ontario that et
at Hamiltou in 16706 a poelitical platform
was adopted, which is quoted in another
part of this report, He asked them, iu the
fice of thay platiorm, adopted by those who
formed the strength of the Couservative

h
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party then as they did to-day, whar might '

any intellizent Cutholie be expectod to do
except to leave thnt party, Iu 1570, there-
iore, by reason of that platiorm, there left
the ranks ol tie Conservative party a iarge
body of Cathoiics, who joined the
l.iberal party and bad remained with
it ever wsince. DBut they did not ail
leavy, not even then. There ever then
probably remained more than one-hali the
Human Catholics [ollowing the hon. gentle.
man oppesite. Iu order to see whether
their separation frowm him had come about

by perfectly natural stages, he pro- |
- posed to take the elections of 1879 ‘
and 1525 and 1880, There were in

this , P'rovince constitnencies®in  which

l the Loeman  Catholies predominated

|
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aud be intended to take these constituencies
te demonstrate that in the election of 1879,
even uiter these amendments, the hon. gen-
tleman had as neariy as might be one-hali
the Catholic vote. Iu Dundas his supporter
was oclected (Mr. Broder.) #The Roman
Catholic vote in that constituency was very
large, aod they supported him thean
aud  still  supported  him, though
uot unoarly so largely perbaps, now
us they did in the election of 1870

ile said now that his only chauce of sue-
cess lay in driving on: the Catholics from
his party in the hope that he wight gather
in suflicicut of others to compensate him, or
more than compensate him, for their lose.
Then Mr. Fraser returned so a review of the
resuits of the election of 1878, He showed
how in Issex North, in Glengarry, in Hurou
Iiast, in Launark, in Ottawas, in Peterbor.
ough West, in Prescott, in Ruasell, in Stor.
mons, in North York, ete,, in sixteen cone
stitnencies iu all where the Roman Catholio
vote 1is either iu the mejority or forms a
vory lmportant factor in the contest, that
vote teu years ago, so far from being, «s was
now charged, 2 vuit in favor of the Labarals,
was, 30 [ar as could be gathervd, much more

in fuvor of the Opposition than of the Gioy- ;

ernment. In all these places the Roman
Catholic vote had either secured the elec.
tion for Mr. Merodith of a follower,
wiro was In several cases a PRoman
Catholic himeelf, or had furnished & lurgse
proportion of the support which the Con-
servative candidate hnd secured, In Essox
South Mr. Wiglie had been returned to gup-
port Mr. Meredith, and in Qloengacry ir,
MeMuster, oue of his warmest and mnost
talented supporters, had been elected, both
of them receiving the bulk of the Moman
Catholic voie. Mr, Less had been returned
tor Lansrk wominally as an Independent
though he seemed upon coming into the
House v forget that ne had ever seen such

a word as “‘independent,” wnd had been
coustant'y voting for Mr. Meredith, He
tvo, had bad the largest share of the Romu:

| Catholic vote of shat constituency, In Ot.

!

tawa, if the Koman Catholic vote was pot
in & majority, it was close upon it. Under
the Manh Suffrage Act E: believed it
would be in a mn(j:’q:rity. This constituency
sent & Roman Cathelic to support My,
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