"that followed in the Public Schools.

matters were all within the legislative juris- T

wd | ¢ | abous

' diction of the Province of Ontario, and sho
be deait with by the House. He had hoped
that the Hon. the Minister of Education would
have taken higher ground upon the guestion ;
there was a slrm&; feeling througuout tho
length and breadith of the counlry on
the question, a feeliug that was not
to be trited with., 'The Opposition,

so far from promoting bigotry andintolerance,

were bent upon avoiding race and sectioual
eries. But it was not in the interosts of the
country that there should not be an open,
manly defenco of the rights of the majcrty.
There should be no yielding to the unjusi
claims of a minority. He would tako again

the position he took in 1885, that the Separate |

Schools of the country could not be done away
" with. The ounly reason why they should ac
any time be abolished was, if they werc in-
tended, and if, instead of recognising the
richts of the individuals, the Government
should recognise the right of a Church Lo
" wovern and control the Separate Schools. | ut
not only in regard to this issue did benorable
gentlemen hlame the Opposition {or bizoiry,

| 1t was stated that they sought to raise raco |

. eries in the Province of Outurio, le deaied
the chargo and hurled back the No-Popery cry
' in the faces of honorable gentlecmen opposite

who raised it because the Opposition honestly |

' advocated changes in the school laws, It mal-
tored mot what might be said, he and his
friends=in the House would hold by the course
thov had undertaken, He had no sinister mo-
tive in raising such a cry, and could
point to the record of kis whole public life as
avainst the charge. What had he to gain by
ranising such a ery ! Personally he had no de-
sire to change from his side of the House to
the Gevernment benches, and if he had a land-
able ambition for advancement in another di-
rection the position now taken by him would
be acainst him. In closing, he said on Lhe
sround laiddown the Opposition were prepared
to stand in the House and in the apopcal to the
country that was at hand. Amid appause
Mr. Mygredith sat down shortiy after niue
oclock? having spoken lor an hour and a
quarter,

At the close of Mr, Meredith’s speech Hon,
My, Frasee, amid hearty applause, rose toreply,
and for clozo upon three nours discuvssed the
guestion. He concluded about fifteen min-
utes after midnight, and the House iminedi-
ately adjeunrned.

UNRESTRICTED RECIPROCITY.

Mr. Gralinm gives notice of the following
motion :—""That in the opinion of this House it
ig desirable thut eloser relations should exist
between the Uaited States of America and the
Dominion of Caradae, and that the House do
humbly patition the Leogislature of the Domin-
ion of Canada to take such steps as Lthey may
deem expedient to bring about Unrestricted
jleciprocity between i1he United Stutes ol
America and the Dominion of Canada,”

MINORITY RIGHTS
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(Hon, C. F. Fraser’s Brilliant

' ON' THE SEPARATE SCHOOL QUESTION,

| Roman Catholic Vote.

Meredith Wonld Xave to Form
if Ha Were Returued, and
What the Minority
Might Bxpect

l From it.

lThu Grand ILodge Government
r

Following is a report of the speech de-
livered Tuesday evening in the Legislature
Commissiouer ot

| by Hon. . T.
Puablic Works.

The hon. gentleman foliowed close upon

Fraser,

applause as he rose. Mr. Meredith, he said,

not goue far before it wus manifest that,
whatever uis intention was, he was going to
make an appeal to a certain class in this
Province which might possibly tide him
| over to the Government side of the House,
Mzr. Meredith asked what could be the
| motives which would induce him to take

thie position. Why, even the page behind
him could tell him, it was so self-evident.
He (Mr. Fraser) had bhoped that Mr.
Meredith wonid confine himself to a dis-
cussion of the biil bheifore the ilouse, but he

had taken the House very far afield,
dealing with the whole question of
Separate Schoois, and, therefore, he
(Mr. Fraser) would ealso have vt go

, further afield than he had intended to.

It would be necessary, it seemed to him,
to clear up & livtle as he went along.
Was Nnot utv
friend.

sout going to follow his hon,
e was not, for instance, at pre-

e

Mr.

Mr. Meredish, and was received with hearty

had started out alright apparently, but hac

The Conservative Party and the

HOW THEZY DROVE IT FROM THEM,

He

. h

to say abous the hierarchy of the
Jhutch, nor what he had especially to say
bous Archbishop Cleary. His candid
opinion was, as between thie hon. gentieman
sud Archbishop Cleary, the latter was able
to take care of himself, and his impression
was that tie scoring which Arcbbishop
Cleary had recently givem him accounted
for & good deal of the spirit of
the attack of the homn gentleman.
(Applause.) Nor was he going to foliow
Lim through other matters with which

| he concerned the House respecting the hier-

!
'

archy, unless at a later moment he should
thiuk it of any consequence so to do. It
appeared to him from the Loudon speech of
the hon., gontleman, and still more clearly
from his speech to-might—becanse in big
Lendon speech he did not go quite 30 far as
e did to-night—together with what the
member for Tueronto, his first lieutenant,
whio occupied a seat beside him on the plat-
forim on tvhe occasion of his speech at Lon-

| don, had to say-—and together with the

spesch of the member for Muskoka aud the
resclutions passed at West Torouto Junc-
tion, the Convention at which Mr. Clenden-
ning was nominated ounly very recently—
taking these
tolerably clear

VST GUN IN

they had heard the
THE CLUSADE

which was intended to accomplish the
abolition of Separate Schogls, So they had
better see now where they weore, what tie
the terin Separate Schools meant, what
priucipie was involved in it, how its sup-
porters might or wmight nei bo coucerned,
and low the scheol law might be enforced.
The generwl impressicn scemed to be that
when a maa became w suppoiter of & Pavlic
School orof a Separate School, what was meant
by that was that Le was compelled to
send bis children to a Iublic or Sepa-

raie School as the case night be.
He did not read the jaw as mean-
ing anything of the kind, When

they talked of & Public School supporter it

meadil no more thau this, that be wus pay-
ing & certaln amount to the support ol a
Publiec School to which he need uot send his
children at all. As a matter of fuct, so far
us this law of the Proviuce of Ontario was
concerncd every Separate Schoeol supporter
could, though he were reguired to pay
taxes to a FPublic School, still send his
children to a Separate School, The publie

miud must bo disabused of the idea that he |

couid not do this, bocause the public mind
was greetly mistaken on that point.  There
was 1o law to compel a mun to seud his
child to any particuniar school, and
there #as no such law in any land on this
Contineut, or in any civilised land in the
world,

ing Separate Schools would be to compei
toso of the Roman Catholic religion—just
as they were bewng compelled across the

lines—to pay for the supportof a Public |

School to which they could not conscien-
tiously send their children, and to carry
on besidea schools which to all e
teuts wund purposes would be the
same as the Separate Schouis of to-day.
He teld the hou. gentlemnan, witih respect
to the 300,000 ratepayers of this Province
forming its religivus minority, who were
dealing with this question of Separate
Schoo s from the standpoint of their relig-
ion, nud to whom it was a matier of cou-
scicnce——who, when they taiked of sup-
porting Separate Schools telked of support-
g them because their faith aad relizious
beiiel required them to do so~—he told him
that shouul they over repeal these provis.
ione, so that there should not be any Separ.
ate School law  at  ail, there was
not a siogle Roman Catholic Separate
School that would the day theratter be
closed, and they could not be closed under
tue law. Now, he would peint out where
the cardinal point of the wiiole school law
in this country was to be fouud. It was
found in a couple of sections of the Puablie
Schools Ace,  Uhey were usually Kuown as
the compulsory sectiogs, Sections 209 and
210 were the only sectious in which, by auy
law of this Province hitherto passed or now
in operation, any parent or guardian of a
chtld was compelled to send the child to
school atall. They could take thie parent’s
or guardian 8 notes, apd compel them,
whether poor er rich, to pay towards the
support of a achooi, but under those two
goctions, which formed the corner-stone of
the whole system, and which directed
whether & parent or guardian might or
might not educate the child,there was nothe
ing to compel him to send the child to any
particular school.  Section 209
** The purent or guardiau of every chiid not
lexss thun seven years nor more than thir.
teen vears of sge 18 required to canse

such child s atzend a Public
School, or any other school n
which elementary iostruction is given,
for the period of 100 days in

thiugas ull vogether, it waus

All the hoa, gentieman would sne- |
ceed in doing if he did succeed in abolish- |

|
|
|

said |

each Public School year, nuless there be |

some reasonnble
ance,”

exvuse for non-attend-
So that the parent or guardian



