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min ~of their l.f‘ll'l- Municipal
Etmcthmdomn never appointed them, and
' the High School Boards, The eifect of Lhis

" Separate Schools for elementary educational |

‘tiun should be urt-n to all, irrespective of creed

Cenitdren to the diigh Schools, it was 1ight and

-

s oot IO

£ e

had

unty Counciis passed them by s.milarly, so
‘that they were generally left unrepresented on
was very injurious to those interested in Sepa-
rate Schools, They regarded it as an
intimation that they mi.ht have their |

purposes, but that the High School was not for
them, and that they could have no part in s
administration. The tax they might pay, but
they were not wanted in Lhe managemecent,
That was the meaning of Mr. French's amend-
ment—to deprive them of the right of repre-
sentation on High School Boards—if it meant
anyihing., Roman Catholics had never been
repr@sented on the High School Board of
Toronto nor on that of London, If they had
becn, at least he had never heard of it, and it
was Lthe seme in dozens auwid dozens of other
municipslities over the Province, i

The Government took the view that elemen- :
' tary cdueation was good both for Protestant
and loman Cautholie, and that higher educa-

or color, or anything else, I{ 1t appeared that
thosc attending Separate Schools were prevent.
od by any distinction on the partof the electors
of 'I'rustees to the Board from sending thelr

proper that the iaw should be changed to re-
move this ditficulty.
Was it not desirable that the House should
do all it ecould to induce Roman Carnolics as
- well as Protestants to avail themselves of op-
- pertunities of a higher edueation! If the mat-
ter were discussed from the broad Protestant
standpoint it mnst be admitted that the higher
and better the education received by Roman
Catholics the better for the country, amd if

"_tn Cof e Protestant FProviuce
Ontario~

“Look at the Provineinl University. All classes

High School pupils could only be multiplied by
thousands instead of by hundreds it would be
bet er 1or the educational and intellectual in-
dependence of the couniry and for its intelliecs
tual prosperity. If it appeared that by this
amendment 10 the Separate Schwol Act the
attendance at the High schools had becen 1n-
creased it was shown to be in the publie in-
terest, Mr. French's amendment was retro-
grade instead of being progressive,
ns they bad a right to expect from a
gentlemon of  his experience. The House
coud not adopt it. The House could not adopt
it cven if it pelieved in the views of tho leader
of the OUpposition, that the Separate Schools
shouli be lmpoved, as ho bad iusisted
in his manifesto of 1586, where he said that
although sowe nught reg: et that such institu-
tions exisled, yet it was the duty of the Gov-
croment to mako them as etlicient as possible,
and 1o see that they performed the functions
for which they were designed. Now, Separate
Sehools were designed, tlrst, to prepare for
citizenship tneir youn men who couid nat
otherwise receive the advanrages of edueation,
and (thelr fonction was also Lo prepare the sons
of Roman Catholics for thoe learaed professions
and the higher walks of life; and how could
this be better done than by equipping them for
entrance into the High Schooist
Mr. Ross gave flgures to show the increases
in the number of thoze who had written at the
entranee exnminations to the High Schools
from 12359, In 1382 the number of Separate
Schiool pupils who wrote at the High Schooi
cuirance examination in the Western Division
of Ontario was 105, In 1839 17 wrote, an in-
crense of 70 per cont, in tive years. |
Under the present law supoporters of Separate
Schoos wero able 1o poinf Lo the High School
as ~omething in the administration of whach
tiiey had a voice, and Lhis was an incentive to
them to pusl thele ehdldren forwaed.,
[Leforring to the Kastern Division, Mr. loss
said that Inspecior Donovan reported thau the
inerease between 18359 was 95Y per cent,,
an extraordinary but cerininly  most
eatisfactory increase. Now that was one
test as to the benellicinl  eflecet of the
simendment whichh Mr., IFrench proposed to
repeal.  Last yenr 80 per cent. of those who |
wrote from Scpariate Schools passed the en-
trance examination for 1he tliga Schoels, Of
those who pasgsed from Pablie Schools the per-
cenlage was oniy 5) per eent,, so that betweon
the 1t wo clusses of pupils there was a ditlerence
of only one per cent. in favor of the Publie
Schools. Most of  these figures coukld be
found 1n the repoit of the Departinent of Fdn-
cation for last year, There was alsonn inerease
in the attendance of the Hich schools from 14.-
250 in 1855 to 17,742 in 1639, and he ¢could not say
definitely how this inerease had been hrought
snbout, but nodoubt it was partly atiributable
tothe increased interest taken in the ligh
Schoo's by Separale School supporters, Great
advances had becn made during the past fow )
years in Sepatate Schools. The expenditure
for all purpo-ss In 18% was 8204.531, while
in 1888 it was $200.003, an increaso of
J0 per cent. in the expenditure, althhough the
increase in the attendance amounted 1o only 12
er cent. Hut there was another reason why
. Freneli's bill should not pass. The House |
deliberately, In 1836, gave separato School |
Boards a richt torepre=entation on High Sehool
DBoards, 'The House would need very strong
evidenee that its action then was unwizc before
it wonld be justilied in repealing the Act
Bometimes it owas  urged by honorable
gentlemen opposite that the Separate School !
Act was a mlitake, and that it was subversive
of the uniiy of spirit that should p evailin the
House =i unity such as the people of Ontario
were supposed to have, Adwitting thistobe the
cnse for the moment, the passage of Mr.
French's amwmendment wonuld sesaurcely be ealeu- {
Jated to promote thal feeling of unity, Under
the present  High School system  and
gince thoe ameundient of 1886, Publie and
Separate School  ehildren were both to-
gether under one teacher and one system of in- 4
siruction. If unity existed aonywhere, it cer-
tninly existed there, and it was unity whieh ‘
the hon. gentleman opposite prgfessed to de-
sire. Yet he deliberately propoSed 1o repeal
the amendment which allowed this condition
of things to prevail, and to inflict upon the
ople that disunion which he rofessed to so
weartily hunent,  Was he perfectly sirneore in
his proposition! Was his logie perfectly fuuitless?
If they were sincere in the one cuse and
really wished to bring Separate School children
and Publiec Schoo! children together in the
Public School he did not see how they could
object to any machinoery of the law which
woulil bring this union about in so far as High
Schools were concerned, -

‘minority remedied so far as tho statesmen
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“it be said that _the

of
_‘ gso unfair as to throw an

bstacle in the way of all classes nvail-
?ng themselves of higher education !

were enabled to avail themselves of the advan.
tazes which i otfered without respect to ereed
or denomination, and the same with the Hieh
Schools, Upwards to the High Schools flowed
the two groat currents ol cducation—one froim
the PPublic S2hools and one from the Separate
Schools—and by bis amendment Mr. French
proposes that thosze streams should be pre-
vented from uniting at this point ;: where they
united he proposed to erect a barrfer and to say
1he union shalil not be complete.
Iie would virtuaily exclude the Roman Catho-
lics from a voice in the administration of
Separate Schools, I1e proposed that Municipal
and County Councils should be allowed to
nore Lthem now as formerly. 1f inthe face of
&n-w difticultios they had the courage tolry
and avail themselves of the privileges of the
High Schools they werce welcome to do so, But
they were Lo have no assistance in the removal
of these difficulties, He protested against this
amendment. It was not required by the Pub-
Jie Sehools, beeause no wrong had been done i

the Public Schools; and no wrong had been
done the High Schools by the operalion of Lhe
armendment. The High Sehools to-day wero
more plrosperous than ever before, 'he Univers
sity to-duy was more crowded thanever before,
Public Schools were stronger than cver before.
More was expendod on sites and buildings now
than ever ht‘tllﬂl'i‘. and the attendance was in-
creaging every day., Yet, without a single fact
to justify him in his course, he deliberately pro-
posod to make the iaw again what it was before |
the pr@gs nt amendment became law,

Now, urged Mr. Ross, these four or five bills
had to be dealt with by the House, and, as ho
had suggested, dealt with together, le pro-
poscd that the House should reject all but the
bill which he had himself introduced. Neither
of Mr. Meredith's two bills, nor Mr, Creighton's
bill, nor Mr. Frenel's bill should be supported.
He believed it to  be his duty to
tell the House that it was its  doty
just now in unmistakable terms to express its
entire contidence in the Confederation Aet of |
1867, which had gunranteed certain privileges
to the minorities of Outario and Quebee, which
certain hon, members would now withdraw, |
Some of the members of the lHouse could re-
member much beiter than he the conflict that
had raged around the Act of 1853, and tho
litigation that had followed it, which was al-
layed, as had boen hoped, for good, and with
satisfaction ns it was also hoped, 1o both

yarties, by the British N. A, Act of 1867, The
}.‘Ih!'l‘-‘tl narty, which wasin a majority in this
Bouse, was the party moat active in promoting
the federation of the Provinces by which
thiz question was hoped and was sup-
poset to have been  settled, Was it
not the duty of the Liberal party which had
brought ab:ut the Confederation of the FPro-
vinees 10 protest against any invas.on of the
1. N. A, Act that wounld disturb the public |
mmind and prodaece an irritation that was not |
desirable or productive of any public good ¥ |
I'he Liverals of this House had for years past |
withstood assaults from without on the Con-
fodoration Aet, They had wiilistood the a!-
tempte !l invasion of their powers by the Do-
minion Government, 1t was within these
walls that tie battlesof Provineial rights
had been fouzht., (Applause.) Now, however,
the attaclkk on the Act had come from within
the IHonse, had come from honorable gentle-
men who avowed themselves at one time the
champione of the constitutional rights of On-
tario, and of the selidsrity of the Dominion. It
was Lthoy who now assaulted the Act with a
view to depriving a cermain portion of the peo-

e of the richts and privileges which that Act

1ad conferred upon them. The House should
resiat asaaults from within just «s it had re- |
sistod assaulta froin withont, and should place
onee more npon record that the rights guaran-
Lteed to minorities in Oniario and Quebec. and
nll other vights gunarantcad therein, should e
preserved intuet and inviolale so far as legis-
Jation of this House was ceacerned, They
could mot expect to bufld up A preat

Dominion or Confederation it they were con-
tinuuliy pulling their Constitution to picees ¢
miil ende=avoring to rep!ace the hroken parts,
Canadlans wonld never become n homogencous

people If questions of racv wnd creed were
L

being continually raised. He appealed to hon.
pentlemen opposite, in the interests of their
common couniry enl of that homogeneily
which they all desired, to withdiraw these
bills, which could have no cffeet but to create |
suspicion and distrast in tne minds of a large |
seclion of the community, He appealed to the

House on yet another ground to reoject these

bills,. It was the duty and ‘the pre-

rozative of the ldouse 1o be Jjust
and  generous to  nunorities, That had |
been the principle upon waich all the legisla. |
ticn of the British lumpire had beea based in |
118 counectron with Canadne since the days |
when Colounial Govermmmont was first estab.
II_“HL"’f inthis CCULLTY,. The preseni Constitu-
tion of the Dominion had arisen and had been
expanded from the magnifleent clemency and
Renerosily of the lTmperial Parlinment in ex

tending protection to minorities, Hence arose
iu the first pince the Constitution of 1791,

“hit.:h_ was intended to proteet the Saxons of |
Ontario, or Upper Canada, as it then was, from |
wha was suphposed to ve the domination of the f
majerity of Quebee, 'This was  the first !
Instance oI any  form  of constitutional |
government in Upneér Canada. Then camo

the Constitution ot 1841.which was based onthe

saine principie of gencrosity to the minority, |
T'he minority had been trampled upon by un |
Irresponsible Kxeceutive, which was supporied
by o Faiily Compact, Wrongs were righted as |
far as was possible, responsible Govern- |
nient introduced, and the grievances of tho
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n't the day were able, Then, tinally, came the
B.NLAL Act of 1867, which contained the same
principles in its method of dealing with min-
orides. B, if they were to follow the example
of the huaperial Government in legislation of
this kind oand show to the minovity |
that they conld be as just and generous |
as the Imperial Parliament was, chen
they would not reopen a question that had
been settled at Confoderation, and would not
tnke from the minority the privileges that had |
boen given them and guaranteed them then.
Let them show the minority that they would
not take these rights from them,but that every




