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The Question of Separate

Schools Under Discussion.

THREE BRILLIANT SPEECHES

— — — —

Occupy the House for N early Six
Hours.

———— e e e

HON. G. W. ROSS SPEAKS FIRST.

He is Followed by W. R. Meredith—
The Latter is Scored by Hoa. /

C. F. Fraser—The Gal- {
lery Crowde Y A"

For a few days past the Legislature has pre.
sented the appearance of an extinet voleano,
or at least one from which all energy had de-
parted; but yesterday a change came, and all
through the afternvon and evening fiery elo-
quence, hot as the molten lava of Atna. dol-
uged the chamber. The occasion was the
long-deferred debate on the Separate School
Liaw, its scope and limitations, and in the

course of the debate the ease was presented on

behail of the Government with all wonted
vigor by the Hon. (i. W. Ross and Hon. C. F.
Fra-er. Mr. Meredith, tor the Onsposition, laid
down a platform which he stated would be one
of the issues on which ‘they would fight
the general elections, Great interest was
manifested in the debate, which was regarded
as one of the most important of recent years,

coming, as iL does, in the last session of the
House.

FIRST READING.

The following bill was introduced and read
a first Lime 1 —

10 protect per=ons acting as executors or ad-
ministrators—The Attorney-General.,

THIRD READINGS,

The following bills were read a third time
and pasesd j—

To prevent the sale of milk and meat from
antnalsatlfected withtubereulosisito be entitled
an Act Lo amend the Public Health Acty)—Mr,
Grahain,

Hespecting the Town of Walkerton—Mr.
O'Connor.

To incorporate the Hamilton & Barton In-

cline tailway Company —~Jr. Awrey.

L'l‘u inecrporate the Town of Gore Bay—Mr.
y o,

10 amend the Act for the protection of
game and for-bearing ammals <My, Clark
(Wellington).

1o amend the Act to regulate travelling on
public highways and bridges—Mr. Bishop.

To amend the Act to authorise the appoint.
ment ol fire guardians and for the better pre-
vention of bush fires— Mr, Meacham,

To amond the Ditciues and Watercourses
Act as applied to railways—Mr. Waters.

HOUSE IN COMMITTEE.

The House then went into Committee on the
Attorney-General’s bili with respect to fines
and costs of summary convictions, which was
glightly aumended.

The Attoruney-Ueneral’s bill to vest certain
portions of the St, Catharines, 'Thorold &
Niagara Falls Road mm the Town of Niugara
Falis and the Township of Stamford, also
passed through Commnittee,

THE REGISIRY ACT.

The Provincinl Secretary moved the second
reading of his bill to ninend the Registry Act.
The lirst cinuses provide that the llegistrar
shall sce and certify that all copies in registers
are correct: Lhat the Inspector shall have

ower to direct tho keeping of a plan index

ook where he may deem it necessary., Clause
Sprovides that *"if the soid instrument em-
braces ditferent lots or parcels of land situate
n ditferent municipalities in the same county,
the registration and copying ot such instru-
ment, together with all necessary eatries and
certificates in connection therewith, shall be
considered scparale and distinet registrations
for egeh muunicipality in which the laud is
nituﬂ, and shall be paid for as follows:—
Where the ageregate copying does not exceed
00 words, 81 40: where the aggregate copying
oexcecds 700 words, the sum of 1ifteen cenis for
every hundred words or fractional part thereof
up to 1,400 words, in addition to the saidsum
of §1 40; and where the aggregate covying
exceeds 1,400 words the sum of ten cents for
every hundred words or fractioual part thereof
in addition to Lhe above charges; the said fee
shail include all cortificates and necessary
entries,

Clause 6 deals with disputes as to fees and
provides that ** where any dispute avises in re-

ard to any question of fees under this Act the

tegistrar shal! forthwith submit the same Lo
the Inspector, and shall thereupon notify the
person intorested or his agent of such submis-
sion, and the decision of the Inspector upon the
question submitted shall be final, unless ap-
pealed trom and varied by appeal as herein-
after mentionéd. All decisions given by the
Inspector shall be in writing, and the appeal
therefrom shull be in like manner, and =subject
to the same rules of practice as nearly as may
be as an appeal from a Master in Chambers or
local Master.”

These and the remaining and less important
clauses ol the bill were briefly explaineu by Mr.
Uibson, and it was then read a second time.
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. Toamend the Street Itailway Act—Hon, Alr.

t—Hon. Mr, Hardy.
he principal provision in the first of these
two bills is the following :—

* Where undor this Act a Company is incor-
porated for the purpose of coustructing and
working a tramway, the charter incorpor-
ating said Company may,notwithstanding any-
thing in this Act contained, expressly provide
that the rails of the tramway may be made
and constructed cither of wood wholly or
partly covered with iron, or of wood only ;
and inay also expressly provide that such Com-
pany shall not have the power Lo take, trans.
port or carry passengers upon or over its line of
trumway.”

THE SEPARATE SCHOOL BILL,

Then came on the debate over which the
House and the public have been on the qui
vive of expeelation for the past week, It was
not the bill that was waited for, inasmuch us
that was already known, but the debate. It

" Education rose to move the second reading of
the bill to amend the Public and BSeparate

Schools Act.

Hon. G. W. Ross, in moving the second

| reading of Bill No. 186, ** An Act to amend

3‘ lowing bills were also read a fecond

Rting the expenses of County Court
Judges under the lmhu and Walercourses

|
|
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- was ten miautes to four when the Minister of |

the Public and Separato Schoo!s Acts,” said he j

would explain why this bill should be adopted, |

and why some other bilis which had been sub-

mitted to the House should not be adopted. |

lion. gentiemen were ,
would no doubt perceive from the many brief

no doubt aware, or |

proposals of the bill, that its main ohject was |

to remove doubt as to the rating of Publie and
Separate School supporters, The bill contain-
cd two provisions. It was found that underthe
Act of 1363 inistakes fru:iuunllf were mado
in regard to the =assessment of Public Sehool
supporiers and also in regard to ithe assess-
ment of Separate School supporters. These
mistakes wero sometimes of a very trifling
character, Sometimes it happened that a
Separate Scheol supporter was sot down as a
ublic School supporter and vice versa, and
though the mistake was very trifling, in some

~cases it caused considerable irritation,
and it was felt that a stricter in-
"gtruction should be given to assessors Lo

provido that ne person should be classed as
a supporter of a schonl contrary to his own in-
clination. Amendments were made by Lthe Act
of 1867, by which the Clerk was to enterin cer-
tain columns the direction which the rates
should take, and it was thought at that time
that this should be sufticient at least as & warn-
ing 1o Lthe Clerks of the muniecipalities, and
that the mistake would be avoided. But the
mistake still ocenrred, and in 1869 a further
amendment was made, allowing any ratepayer
to app!y to the Court of Revision with regard
to his own particular assesement, and if the ap-

peal was not satisfactory a further appeal wag |

allowed to the Couunty Judge. These were
amendments made inorder to have the wishes
of the ratepayers distinetly carrvied out., They
found that since the enactment of the School
Acts of 1865 sommething more had to be doue,
and it was felt desiravle to instruct the various
persons connected with elassiryving the assess-
ment as to what their duties would be., Hon.
sentlemen who were familiar with the Muni-
cipal Acl Knew there were ditferent persons
connected with the otficial revision. The
nssessor had cerviain duties to perform ; then
the clerk had certoin other duties, and theao the
matter wns carried to the Courc of Revisiou.
The bill gave very specific instructions as
to these classes of officials, the object being
to see that mistakes would not ecceur, If hon.

gentlemen would examine the bill they would |

see how these duties were classified., By tho
first section :-—"The Clerk of every municipal-
ity shall forthwith after the passing of this Act,
enter in a convenient index book, and in
alphabetical order, the name of overy person
who has given to him or any former Clerk of

the municipality notice in writing that such per-
schn s allomanCatholic anda supporterfof a Sep- |

arateSchool inorcontiguous tothe municipality,
as provided by the 40k section of the Sdparate
Schools Act, or by pr:viona Acts respecting
Heparate Schoole,” "That was the first instruc-
tion. Then the iustructions go on :—* The
Clerk shall al=o enter apposiie to the name.and

e  ———

in a column for thi= purpose,the date on which .

the notice was received, aod in o third eolumn
opposiie the rame any notice by such person

of wilbhdrawal from supporting a Separate

School, us provided by the 47th section of the
said Act, or by any suh other Act as afore-
Bald, with the date of such withdrawal ; or any
disallowance of the natice by the Court of
Revision or County Jadge, with the date of
such disallowance.” T'hen 1t war  pProe
vided that *“The index book may be in
the form set out in the schedule to
this Act, and shall be open to inspection by
ratepayers.” These directions were very
specifie, and it was contidentiy expected that
il the Clerks of municipalities, who discharged
their duties under very beavy ponalties, cars
riedd out their mstruetions, the mistakes to
which he bad called the attention of the Houso
should not oceur, fle wished (o call the atten-
Lion of the House to the fact that these index
books were to be open Lo inspection, so that if
any elector were in doubt as to whether notice
hind beean given or had not been given he could
FO and examine these index books and satisfy
himselt. Then tollowed instructions ns to the
duties of the Clerk, and if hon, gentlemen
would observe they would see Lhat the instruce-
Lions were two-fold.  First that he entered the

notice properly upon the siip; and then,
as 1'::151111'1:1[ by tho Assessment Act, he
had also to set forth 11 poi that same

slip whether tho ratepayer was a supporter of
a Public School, That was the provision up to
date, Inovder. however, that the ratepayer
might be classitled as to wahethier he was a
Publie or Separate  School supporter
the Clerk was instructed to cnter
ACI0SS that =slip whether the rate-
payer was assessed ns a Publie or Neparate
School supporier, so that he was notifled at the
Litme as to how e was classified. But it was
further provided that the Asses-@r should con.
sult the index book., Section 3 said :—="Where
Lhe list required by the first section of this
Act is prepared, the Assessor is to be guided




