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f [he Question of the Price of
School Text-Books

\@AIN DISCUSSED IN THE HOUSE.

Che Government Policy Vigor-
ously Defanded.

—— —— —

IRANT FOR PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION.

 —

Rights of Voters According to the Man-
hood Suffrage Act—Several Bllls
Advanced a Stage — FPost-
ponement of the Sep-
arate Schools
Debate.

. — —— e e

Maxci 19, 1890.

The pressadiggs in the Assembly to-day
sentred on the educational policy of the
Government regarding the authorisation of
text-books in use in High and Public
Schools, the discussion being brought on by
» motion of Nr. I'reston, Jasking for a
peturn of copies of the evidencs taken
before the arbitrators, in the year 1889, on
the price of school text-bools, with the
award of the arbitrators thereon. The
chief attack was made bv Mre, Creighton,

who spoke before six o'clock recess and
afterwards. Vigorous speeches were made
in defence of the poiicy of the Governmont

by the Minister of lSducation, Mr. Har-
court, Mr. O'Connor, Mr, Stratton, and
Hon. Mr. Hardy. The motion of Muz,

Preston, as amended by Mr. Ross, carried,
and the House adjourned at 11.40,

FIRST READINGS,
The following bills were introduced and
read a first time : —

1o amend the Act respoecting suow fences
—Mr. Master,

To ameud the Registry Act—Hon. J. | M.
Gibson, ;

THIRD READINGS,

The following bills were read a third
time and passed :—

1o enable the Motropolitan Bishop of the
Church of England, in the ecclesiastical
Prnﬂl:_ma of Canada, to confer cersain de-
grees in divinity,

To amend an Act to incorporate Huron

Collego.

To amend the General Mining Act. |

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS,
Mr. Presten asked whether the grant for
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- support of his mﬂ'_

the Provincial Exhibition being abolishea, l

what disposition is to be made ot the 30,000

Placed in the estimates for the Agricul:.:.;;.'

and Arts Association, and whut are the

Teasons why the Miuister of Agriculture

should not deal with the subject,

luﬁ:u‘ Mr. tUrurx read in reply the fol.

! minutes he iecultur

A:r-tu 3ﬂunciutiun ui the Agricuitural and

The Committce on Finance ber lsave to

recommend that the Association epply to

the Legislature for; the lollowing sums

to enable i 3 '
el iaa..tg :.__I"L“ the expenditure
Prize farms. .. . S )
B ttressesanssansanges S ?OO
Couucil expenses. . ... ...~~~ b ::E;J
Pu_:tn.gﬂ. N e e .ol L f;:d
A R !:Iq
Fat Stock Show. ... .. .| Saialy . 800
Veterinary T s lgﬂj
Ploughiug Matches, , . .. .- ..... 1 003

Mr. Ingram askeq if

Government had been called to the doubts
expressed as to the rights of volers whose
Bames appear on the voters’ lists without
the letters ** M. F.” opposite them to vole,

Is it the iutention of the Government l;nm:r

pPropose an 1 . -
lungﬂduub{u !;glﬁln.tmu designed to remove |

The Attorney.General
Was not aware thuat any
place under the Act.

repilod that he
difficuity took

He had never heard
thac the purport of the Act was Emiuz::‘:

strued, consequently the (iove
. e G rnmeunt dij
Dot propose any legislation on the matter. I

, " SCHOOL TEXT-BOOKS,
r. ton asked fo '
. Huuum r an order of the

\ return of copies of the evidene
\ taken before the arbitrators inﬁtha }':::

839 on the price of school toxt-book '
award of the arbitrstors tharennl:ﬂr.:lﬁl
8 Furuupondgucju on the subject of pru:
ing or publishing school text.Looks with
tatement of all sums paid in con - T
p—
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the pﬂliﬁ, of the = J#L":ﬁ~
since the appointment of & responsible
Minister, He charged that there were too
frequent changes in the use of text-books
in vthe schools, e e
Hon. G. W. Ross, in prefacing his ad-
dress, said that he had to reply aunually to
the resolution proposed by Mr. Preston.
He explained that the policy during the |
Ryerson and Crooks regime was to provide
the country with a variety of text-books.
The same system is in vogue in liongland, Ire-
land and Scotland, California is the only
State in the Union that couid be quoted as
having adopted the same policy as prevails
Ountario., YWhen he (Mr. Ross) assumed
oflice he found that the country was op-
posed to the policy of issning a series of |
readers. Some ol the most prominent
educationists in the LProvince favored a
variety of text-books, Mr. Preston did not
tell the House she new policy iuntroduced
by himscif (Mr. Ross), In fact, he was
rauther unfair in that respect. Iis policy
was to give the couutry such a system of
text-books as would enable every parent to
provide his children with school books at
the lowest possible cost. The text.books
(the readers) were so framned that they
were generally adopted by all classes in the
Province. The text-books had been pre-
pared with a view of assisting the teacher
to draw out the minds of the pupils without
imposing an undue amount of wemory |
work. Thatwas particularly trueof the history
and gecgraphy text-books, and the resulv is |
that the whoie svstemn of teachiuy these sub- |
jects has been chauged. The Department ?
struck out on anew line. It was not true
that the price of text-books had been iu-
creased, as could be shown by reference to
the report issued by the Department on the
subject. The Ontario text-books are much
cheaper than those authorised in any ol the
States of the Union. At this strge Mr.
Ross explained to the House the plan adopt-
ed by the Department in the preparation
of text-books, and comparing that plan
with that in vogue in California, where
s single scries of readers was in vogue, he
was able to show that the Ontario readers,
in style, iliustrations and general make-up,
were superior and much cheaper than those
issued by
State.
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the liducation Department of that
The arbitrators appointed by the |

Department did not give it us their opinion

that the Ontario text-books were too costly.
They
the city, and after mature delibsration they
were only able to recommend that the

examined the l!eading publishers iu

drawing boolks should be reduced in price. |

They unanimously declared, after heoaring

expert cvidence, that the price of the
text — books was as low as consistent
with the profits of the publishers. |

It would bo a matter of gratification to the |

House to know that & Jarge number of the
Ontario Pubiic School text.booxs were
adopted by many publishers in other coun-
tries. Indeed the liducation Department
frequently received commendations ot their
l:ut}lu from leading educuationists in Xng-
Jand apd from all over the American Coun:

tinent. The publishers were respvonsible for !

the taking of the evidence before the LBoard
of Arbitrators with closed doors.

Mr. Ross concluded by saying that he
had no objection to the first part of the
motion, and ne moved that the motion, 48

in that way constructed, be gubstituted for

that of Mr. Preston,
Mr. Creighton followed the
Fducation. He quoted from

Minister of
the juunmls

[

of the House to show that the Government

were, previous to Mr. Ross’

readers,

assumption ol

ofiice, in favor of n double set of gc_linnl
He charged that the Miunister

of Education was disingenuous in the com=

parisons he made as 1o the
books. In his estimation,

of school books was not as low as the
cumstances of the country demanded.

the retail price

price of text-

CIr—

Mr.

Creighton had an armtul of the text-books

on his dess,

demanding him to road. :
the Speakor at this stage lefs the chair.

PRRIVATE DBILLS,
After

on private bills, _
ported, Mr. Harcourt presiding :—-

and holding out one dramati-—

cally, he was silenced by a chorus of voices |
It being 6 o'clock,

the six o'clock adjournment the

House went into Committee ol the \Vhole
The foliowing were re-

Respecting cortain allowances for wards

in the Township of Winchester—Mr.
Whitney.
Respecting the old cemetery and the

Methodist cemetery in the Town of Sarnia
—Mr. Mackenzie. .

'I'o consolidate the debs of the Township
of Wallace—Mr. Hess.

Respecting the City of London—Mr.
Meredith. )

T'o enable the City of Brantford to issue
debentures for drainage, water, school and
park purpeses—Mr. Hardy.
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