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Mr. Rorke asked : — :
Has the Government decided to increase the

anuual granc this session to the Eleetoral 1i-
vision Agricultural Societies, and if so, to what

extent and upon what conditions?

Hon. Mr. Drury said the Government did
not intend making any increase in such
grants during the present session,

MUNICIPAL DEAINAGE,
Mr.. Ferguson asked :—

iy L ™y

Do the Government proposeto introduce any

legislation during the present session towards
simpiifying or reducing the cosis of arbitra-
tiov s in municipal drainage, as promised last

session !
Hon. Mr. Hardy replied in the negative,
and Mr. Ferguson said he was sorry forthat,

THE UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS,

Mr. Clarke, of Wellington, asked : —

How many lecture rooms and teachers'
rouvms were in use in Toronto University build-
ing before the late fire, and how many rooms
of each class are still availabie within the
building? What increased accommodation
for teachers and lecturers could be obtained by
fitting up the residence wing as lecture rocins
and teachers’ rooms! What amount of ex-
penditure would be required for this purpose,
and how long would it tuke L0 make Lhe neces-
sary changes!

The Minister of Education, in reply, read
a letter from Sir Daniel Wilson, President
of the Unuiversity, in which the following
facts were given :—

There were in use’ fourteen leciures rooms,
By placing a temporary rool over the floor of
the museum we have recovercd the usc of
eight lecture rooms, and a ninth is being re-
paired, and will speedily Le available, For-
tunately the completion of the new Biological

building this year has enabled us to secure the

use of lecture rooms there ip lieu of those

The destrvoection of the reading room sattach- |
ed to the library, as well as of the students’ |
comuwon rooin, and the lady students' parior, |

is u serious loss, Wil to meet Llus tae hall
and parior of the Colege Y. M. C. A. have been
avpropriated, with satisfactory resul:s,

he MHegistrar's root was destroved, but

an office has been provided for him in the
residence of the Dean, The Dean hns also wiven
up his drawing room as an ottice for the Pre.
sident ; and his dining-room is approprigted
both for Council and Commitiee meetings and
as a leclure room,

Soven sitting rooms for Prolessors, Loc.
turers and Fellows were destroyed. Another

in tha wast eud has been given up Lo L o

lady students,

have beon made
by which, in 1hie survey g rovmns and
residence, their work can be carried on.

The Sonate and Council Chamber along with
the adjoining Committee rooms
Blroyed.
provided in the Biological buildings, which has
proved salisfactory,

As to the question of the amount of ex-
penditure required o addlapt the west wine for
accommodating the professors
Mr. Dick, the University mndo

archilect,

special report o Lhis subjee , prior to the eree-

tion of the new Biolug .cal buil ling, In which
he stated that the residencoving is whnolly un-
adapted for such o Purpoi«, and anyv artempt
Lo readapt 1t would involve a greater ountlay
than to pull the whole dowa and rebuild il,

POOR SCHOOL GRANT.
Mr. Marter moved the lollowing resolu.
tion :—

That in the o inion of thi House it is expe-

dient that Lhe Government =hou

_ il tlake into
\ "f““illll'r-uuun Lhe propricty of further inereas-
| IDE the grants to the poor s nhools; and also, o

: u}nmm- In the mode of dis ributing the Legisia-
' tive school grant so far us il may altect thinly
and sparseiy settled district s,

Mr. Marter discussed the question at

- some longth,showing very clearly the ditficul.
ties the children of poor districts labor
under with the present grant, and contend
ing generally on behalf of the propositions
of the resolution,
Mr. A. F. Wood supported the purport

| of the resolution. Ia his own district the
people were very much exercised over the
El‘mtrlhutiun of the ordinury school grant
i'hey i:i!lt that they Lad a right at least t[.l

& portion of the money which Northwestern
Quotario contributed to the Province,. Tre

- grant should be distrisuted in proportion to
the needs of the people,

Mr. Waters said that the older sections
ol the Proviuce should -
generous grant
of the Province.

_ Huu.* Mr. Deary also argued in favop of
increasing the aniwount of the grant. 1In
course o time, he thought, there would
be & radieal change in the methods of
farming pursued in  the districts
where so-calied pooer schools -

H'E hﬂp{hl the :

Minister :
: Minis ol KkEduca.
tion would see

| nis  way clear to
lncrease the graut, as he believed that the

people were always in favor of a liberal
policy regarding educational matters,
Dr. McLaughlin thought that the adop-

ttnu_nf Towuship Boards would settle itli-
culties now complained of.

for school purposes would,
system, be imposed, and n this way the

policy inaugurated by Dr. R
be given full effect. v A e

Mr. Armstrong made a stro
the House to increase the amount of tue

poor school grant, The Legislat
ot set apart a fund for Eel:tﬂu;tm ——

“ive even a more

A uviform rate

ng appeal to

under such a |

Wl (e
temporary acenimmeodation has been

anid lecturers,

than now to the puor sclicols

l

existed, .

Bat temporary arrangemeon S
winong the varous 1'roles=ors
inLhe

-

|
s
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v with those who wero
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Mr. Murray saia he had brought the

~same question before the House some years

— — — e —— =

ungo, when the schools in question were in a
much worse position than they now are,
Mr, Crooks had been Minister of IKducation
when he had brought np the matter, and
his representations had received due atten-
tion. He confessed that the schools in
Renfrew,so far as he knew, were aided ifrom
tne grant with fair liberality., He thought

there was some truth in the conten-
tion that the present mode  of
digtribnting the grant Wi not

the most equitable, seeing that in some
cases it would allow of & larger grant being

1
A

ots of the Provine were

‘not ‘equa occasion of maintaining
achools in an eflicient state,

g

given to a school section where the tax

was 18 or 20 mifls on the dollar than to
the section where the tax was but 7 or 8
mills, He was pleased to hear
the member for North Middlesex (Mr.
Waters) speak so generously as he
had done. That hon. gentleman evidently
appreciated exactly the position of the
settlers in the northern districts, who had
so much to coutend with, The Government
got a good deal of benefit from these dis-
tricts in the shape of timber dues and other-
wise, and shouid deal liberally with these
settlers in_ return, He did not agres with
Mr. Armstrong’s suggestion that anything

should be ctaken iroin the allowances for |

roads, But for these road grants there

would be fewer seitlers in many of those |

districts than there actualiy are, Mr. Mur-
ray referredl to the substantial progress
being made by the sottlers of Renfrew, and
concluded by expressing his pleasure at
seeing that there was so strong a feeling in
favor of the Government dealing with the
subject,

Mr.Craig expressed sympathy with those
who have to endure hardships incident to
new settlements, He thought the whole

— = am EE———— -

House would consent to a liberal policy re-

garding schools in remote districts of the
P’rovince.

Mr. Lyon spoke from the standpoint of
one who knew the difiicalvies whizh settlers
had to contend against in new districts, He

- thought the House should increase the

amount of the present grant. In rural dis-
tricts in his riding great ditliculty was ex-

perienced in maintaining schools all the |

year round. The House should as a matter

of right lend its aid to popularising educa-

tion in the outlying distriets of the Pro-
vince,

Dr. Preston hoped the Minister of Eduea-
tion would see his way clear to increase the
poor school grant.

Hon. G. W. Ross prefaced his remarks by
snying that he was in absolute sympathy
with auy move tending to assist outlyin.
districts in maintaining schoo's in an elli-
cient state. The policy ot the Dep irtment

had been to deal gencrously by the poor

schools, In 1871 the poor school grant was
ixed at 85,000 but now iv is $25,000.

The |

Incrense shows how generously the Legisln- |

ture was inclined to deal with these H.'hruni.q_
There were, no doubt, 1n« qualities in the «is-

tribution of the graut, chiefly arising from

' the grant as it was originally intended.

- all the sections

the tact that the assessment from vear to
year varied in amounts, if the poor school
grant varied it was due to the chano:s in
the assessment. The Mdueation Depart-
ment sought to distribute the grant npon a
'air basis. I hey endeavored to apportion
In
every case the policy was to act justly by
of the Province, ‘I'here

- were no compiaints of injustice, as far as he

- kuew, and although it

|
|

l

Cdivided

and the

was sald that the
Ihr:purt.nu:nt ganctioned too many per-
mits, it couid be shown thar the
policy of the Department was uniform
on  this as on otiter questions, 1t was

0 marked that in Manitoba the Governmae!

is wore liberal ti & in Ontario. Well, they
had net o o mp' te aun ipal nsgegsment in
Manitoba suci: as that of O tarto. Untario
and Quebee were the only two Provinces
that divided the school grant on the ba«is of
average attendance,
& lintmum sum was given to each school
Sl Lthie section was lelt to provide the re-
nainder, He admitted the inequality of
the present system of assessment, even %o

[ar us it affectei the older parta of the
i l‘tlvl_i;{‘:e, in many cnses, It was an in
equality that should be considered and

remedied. A

remedy was  provided
under the School

Act of 1885, whereby a

municipality could assess a wlole
township tor each sesvol section to
the extent of a bundred dollars,
irroapective of the wsize “or area of

the township. In that way the expenses
u:'uuhl be more equaliy divided. Then the
lmvarnml_!nt- grant might be similarly
into equal proportions over the
to the extent say of 240 or $90,
1 sections left to privide the
remainder. This was practicaliy the policy
of the Government in regard to High

township

In the other Provinces |
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