Discussion of Mr. Wood'a
Ballot Bilk

VOTE ON THE SECOND READING.

Sizx Menths' Hoist Carried by a
Large Majority.

OTHER BUSINESS TRANSACTED,

é Weasure Relating to tne Heforma-
tory—The Public Accounts
Committeo— A Cor-
rectlon.

————— g

March 12, 1890,

This was a fleld day for the Opposition,
though they scored no victories. With slight
interruptions they talked all day. The subject
was the Ballot Bill introduced by Mr. A. F.
Woeod, and when the division took place at ten
o'clock ot night the Opposition was pretty welf
winded. Although they talked so long they
really said very little that was new, theo
speeches consisting mainly of empty cunargos
against the present system of voling by ballot
and the depicting of the imaginary advantages
to ensue by the adoption of the systemn advo-
cated by Mr. Wood., An incident of the
debato was the insinuation of Mr, Whit-
ney that the Goveroment had bidden

its supporters hold their tongues, and Lhat
this was why they were not talking much, and
the eharp and ewlective and entire reapudiation
of such an idea by Mr. Harcourt and subse.
qguent speakers. The bill was defeated by the
Governmen!'s big normal majority of 22, the
vole being 54 to 32 in favor of the six moanths'
hoist moved by the Altorney-General. The
rest of the business of the day, excluding the
introduction of an 1mportant bill conecerning
the Provincial Reformatory, was comparative-
ly uninteresting, althoug!l: quite asharp de-
hate and even a division took place on Mr,
Creighton's bill to amend the Public Lands Act,
FIRST KEADINGS

The following bills were introduced and read
o flrst time :—

An Act with respectto fines and summary
convictions—'T'he AtLlorney-Gieneral.

To amend the Act respeciing the establish.
ment of municipal institutions in outlying dis-
tricis—Mr. Lyon,

Respecting the culling and measurement of
sawlogs—The Commissionor of Crown Lands,

Respeoting Lthe University of T'oronto—Mr.
Mclaughlin,

To amend the Act respecting the spread of

noxious weeds—\Nr, Clancy.

Aa Aot respecling contracis of life insuranco
—Hon. J. M. Gibson.

Respecting the Frovincial
Hon. A. M., Ross.

THIRD READING,

The following bill was read u third time and
passed : —

Relating to the jurisdiction of Courts of Gen-
eral Sessions of the IPeace—The Atltorucey-
General,

LICENSE COMMISSIONERS' RETURNS,

Mr. Meredith moved for an order of the
House for the return of a copy of the judgment

Reformatory—

pronounced by the Hon. Mr, Justice Hobertson

in an action in the Hign Court of Justice,
wherein Joun J. Gosnell is plaintitl’ and lasace
Swarthout and others are defendunts, and
copies of all coriespondence between the Li-
cense Commissioners lur the east riding of the
County of Kent and the Provincial Secretary
or any @ her memoor or otlicer of the Govern-
ment ou the subject eof the granting of the
llcenses which werce in guestion in tho said
RCLIOND,

Thoe order was allowed after a glight emeonda-
tion of tho motion al the suggestion of Lthe Pro-
Vilcia. Secroetary,

WEST ALGOMA TIMEER.

Mr. Meredith moved again for an order of |

bhe House for a return showing the lots, town-
hips or other area in the Klectoral District of

est Algoma, the timber of which has been
pold, the dates when the ame was sold, Lthe
pames of the purchasers ana the prices paid,
Bhowing also what timber berths or other ter-
ritory in the said district have been placed
under licouse, or in ruu‘mrt of which permits
to cut timber have been urauted under
the authority of the Province: the
date when first placed under license, or
permits first granted ; the name of the ori-
ginal licensee or holder of Lhe permit; the
name of the present liconsee or holdor of Lhe
permit, and the bonusg per square mile re-
ceived for each such berth or other terri-

% order was granted.
— TIHE BALLOT DEBATE, e

fho resum ption of the adjourned dubnta\bn
('hu secound reading of Mr. A. F. Wood's bill to,
provide for the secrecy ofthe ballot at elections
of members of the Leglslative Assembly stood
first among public bills and orders,and, necord-
ing to agreciient, it was taken up. Mr. Creigh-
ton had the floor, and he spoke at some
longth, his main elfort being o show that
the prescnt system is not secrot, but that Lhe
ngent of the ecandidate, if present, as well as
the d-ﬁuty returning offlcer, sces both sidos of
the ballot paper and knows how the vete has
becen cast, o urged that the Government
were getting into such a tangle in regard to
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' the best speech he has yet delivered in tho

he refrain !  LALK
continued in the usual
cy, Ostrom and Blyth, who all stro
supported the bill, and urged the old ;
well-known arguments against the present
system, which Mr. Claney uuhoulnii con-
spiracy lim\iuut the poople, £
en there was a uriel intermission, d
which Mr. Murray opposed the bill Iggﬂun:
R_rmad his satisfue!ion at the present system. |
he Opposition, thongh almost exhausted |
went at it wagain, and Mr. Whitney, Mr.
French and Mr. Rorke, one after the other
urged what they held to be tho defects of the
eson. system. They woere angry at no mem-
erof the Government side of tne Houso rising
and at last an Opposition speaker rold them 1
they had been bidden to romain silent.
Mr. Harcourt atlength relioved the monotony |
'b_:,' muking a vrigot, sharp speech on the other
side, Ho warm!y repudiated the insinuation |
that the Government had bidden its supporters |
keep silent. The man who suggesioa such o
thing, he insisted, proved that he knew noth- |
ing of the true principles of liberalism, Sup- |
orters of the Liberal Government were never 1T
idden to speak or to remain silent on any !
uestion that came before them. Iie had had |
the honor of sitting in the House fortwelve |
years, and never once to his knowledge had |
the Government suggested that its stupporters |
should stay silent on any question. The

hon. gentleman said all  the speech
of the Opposition wero baﬂtﬂltc ::
Y oSt unfair, vicious and false

Assuraption, namely, that the officials of the
Government wilfully went to worlt to do what
Lhey knnw‘tn be wrong. That wue the assump-
tion en which all their arguments were based.
He was surprised, he said, at so mMany mnem-
bers of the Opposition talking of purily of
clcotion. e was astonished that they cared
to discuss tho subject. Many members of the
Opposition had admitted that an absolute
socrecy of the ballot was impossible, yet they
most viciously attacked the present systom
hecause it wis not absolutely secret. Yet ab-
snlute secrecy was secured now if the officers
did their duty, and he thought it ucfair ro
assume that the oilicers would not do their
duty. The question of secrecy of the ballot
wnrs in any case a mat'er that concerned
only five per ceut. of the population. Even a
smaller parcentage than that in fact, if the

Alliterate portion of Lthe people and the blind *
were taken into account, He would vote for
the bill if he believed any part of the people
guflered injustice under the present law, or if |
he thought there wuas any advantage in

respect Lo socrecy in the bill brought in by Mr.

Wood over the presont system. He taunted

the Opposition with the record of the Conser-

valive party, who, he said, had certainiy not

been in favor of secrecy of the ballet, and

claimed that the bill would never have been so

ardently advocated by hon. members oppo-

gite but for the bankruptey of the Opnosition,

who had no leszitimate ground of altack

agains! the Government, and o weredriven to
this, If the lender of the Opposition ever
crossed the floor of the House—a purely im-

azinative avent—=he prophesied that he would
poonu looke the radicalisin (hat nwow possessod
him, which was disguised under the name of

Conservative, and under the respensibility of
high executive office would speedily become a

Counservalive In the true sense of Lhe word,

one, namely, who would conserve all that
which was good, and none of that which was
bed., Astotrusting the people,which the hon,

members opposite said the Government were
afraid todo, the charge was an absurd one.

The Government did trust the people,

and the people trustod the Government. They

hind trusted thie head of the Goverament for
the last 17 vears, and would trust bim for 17
yoars more if the Opposition conlinued its
present policy.

Mr., Barcourt also drew attention to the fact
that at two recent municipal elections in To-
ronto, had been asserted by o newspaper that
the minority candidato had beenelected Mayor,
yet by the esme journal it had been very clear-
Iy shown that had jthe elcction taken place
undoer the Lezislative ballot such an injustica
woilid have been avolded,

Mr, Ingram denied the bankruptey uf_thu
Oppos=ition, threatened the Government with i
four years' hoist in return for the 24 mouths
haist which they intended to give this bill, and
claimed thar the Conservallve PparLy in On-
tario had a betlier record Lthan the siberal as Lo

l purity of election. Then, it being six o'clock,
the Speaker left the chair, Mr. Metcalfe hav-
ing the floor.

PRIVATE BILLS,

After recess, the House for a time was very

'thin, and though Mr. Melcalle’s arguments
stubsequently proved 1o be of similar texture,
jyH. it was apparently thought unfeir to allow
vitn to get off Lis little jokes before solew

- members, and the House devoted a few minu-

tes Lo private bills, Several of these wero

passed through the Committee stage, ;and thon

the following were read a second tie i—

' "l'o incorporate the Huron & Ontario Railway
Company-—iir. Ross (Huron). *

To lncorporate |liu:~ heot & Lambton Railway
Company—>Mr, .Clancy. _

| 'l‘ulim-?:rpurulu the ylmnm'illt-. Attercliffe &
Smithville Railway Company—Mr. Harcourt,

To incorporate the Dunnville & Smithvilie
Junction Railway Company—Mr. Harcourt.
Bx'l'o glegalise the municipal election of the
Village of Port Rowan—Mr. Freeman, »

THE DEBATE RESUMED,

Then the dobate was proceeded with, Mr, |
Metcalfe said nothing very striking. but, by a |
liberal use of slang and a flavor of fun, raised

" a few laughs,which is apparently what he aims
at doing. He did remark, though,that ho Kknew
Cseveran! men who would have voted for him,
' but they were afraid they would be found out
and so did not vole at all. He said he strongly
approved the bill, and he expressed the belief
' that the Government a year or two hence
“would enact just such a measure as that pro-
osed.
’ Mr, Garson continned the debate, and made

House. He was subiccied Lo several in-
terruptions, and showed himself very
ready in repartee and a very clever debater.
He rfdiculml the speeches of the Opposition,

none of which he said had amounted to any-
thing save that of the wover of the vill himself
(Mr. A. ¥. Wood). They hadreally all amount-
ed to the same thing, and there was little to
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