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Tho Land Titles Act— Mr. French's
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Marcu 11, 1800,

The House put in a busy day to-day, A
good deal of hard Committee work was got
through, especially on the Mining Bill and
the Liguor Liceuse Bill, The members
generally restrained themselves from doing
much talking, and coatined themselves tv
criticism,

FIRST READINGS,

The following bills were introduced and
read u first time ;—

An At to amend the Muanicipal Act—Mr.
Grahiam,

To amend the Assessment Act—Mr.
Dack.

1o amend the Free Grants and Home-
Bteads Act—\Nr. Fell.

To amend the Ditches and \Watercouraes |

Act—AMr. Clancy.
To provide means of extinguishing forest
fires—Hon, Mr. Drury,

THIRD READINGS,

The following bilis were read a third time
and passed 1—

Respecting the New York Lite Insurauce
Company-—=Mr, Gibson (Hamilton),

Hespecting the establishment of Houses
of llefuge —Mr. Ross (Huron).

To provide for the appointiment of junior
Judges in provisional judicial discricts—The
Atturney-General,

Respecting tiie First Presbyterian Church
at Cl.atham—Mr, Clancy.

1o consclidate the debt of the Town of
Listowel-—=Mr. I'reeman.

HOUSE OF REFUGE BILL.

When Hon. A. M. Ross moved the third
reading of the bill respecting the establish-
meunt of Houses of Reluge, Mr. Meredith
moved in amendment, seconded Ly Mr.
Ingram, as follows:—*“That this House re-
grets that no provision is made by the bill
to conler upon cities the benefits conferred
upon other municipalities,” 'T'he Treasurer
sald the House could not accept the amend-
ment, and repeated the arguments urged
on the occasion ol the second reading of the
bill, viz, that the cicties were now
receiving large annual grants from
the Provincial Trensury in  aid of
their charitable iustitutions, as, for in-
stance, loronto lIast year, according te
publie accounts, received $£51,000, Ham-
vton 15,900, and Londen $7,853. 1t was
not unreasonable that when cities received
aid so largely annually, the counties should
receive once a capital sum not larger than
four thousand dollure. Mr, Meredith said
he did not want to take auy part of the
grants proposed to be allowed to counties,
but wanted cities to have the same rights,
The amendment was put, and declared loss
on division,

THE MINING PILL,

The House then weut into Committee on
Mr. Hardy's Mininrg Bill, Mr. Harcourt in
the chair, It was plentifully eriticised,but
not in an unfavorable spirit. A good deal
of discussion took place on the clause relat—
ing to hours ot employment of young per-
sons. The bill now provides that

““ A boy or male young person of the age
of thirteen and under the age of sixteen
years shall not be employed in or allowed
to be for the purpose of ewployment in any
mine to which this Act applies below
ground for more than fifty-four hours in
any one week, or more than ten hours in
any one day, or otherwise than in accord-
ance with the regulations,”

Mr. Meredith wanted to have the maxi.

“boy under the gie of 13
girl or woman o( any age, shall be amfluyad |
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' the ciauye stood over for the time,
he clause “ also declaring that *‘no
years, and no

in or allowed t> be for the purpose of em-
ployment w any mine to which this Act
applies below ground,” was allowed to
stand, some members thinking the age
should be higher than the limit named.

Some members of the Opposition thought
the clauses relating to returns to be fur-
nished by owners and agents of mines should
be made compulsory, as they are in the
English Act. Mr. Hardy admitted that
they might be made compulsory in some
respects, and the clauses stood for cor-
rection.

The Committee then rose and reported
Progress,

The Committee sat again and advanced
through she Committeo stags the Attorney-.
General’s bill to provide for the vacating of
certilicates of lis pendens. One or two
suggestions were made by Mr. Meredith
which the Attorney-General promised to
consider,

YAND TITLES AMENDMENT BILL.

The Attorney-General explained
some length, upon moving
reading, his bill to facilitate proceed.
ings ubder the Land Titles Act, TkLe
clauses of the bill are of a techmical
character, ana, as suggested in the title,
have in view the easy working of the Act,
The Attorney-General pointed ont that
the system ot land travsfer initiated under
the Act, the lorrens system, was exten.
sively used in Toronto, and by special pro-
vigion was in general use in the districts of
the Province, such as Muskoka, Algoma,
etc,, but that not a single county munici-
pality had availed itseif of its right to
adopt the systemn, In Toronto it was inter.
esting to remark that the Act was more
successziul even than In Australia, where it
originated, He was surprised at this, be-
cause he felt that auybody who investigated
the Act could not fuil to recognise its value.
He referred to the resolutions of which
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Mr. French hid given notice on the
subject, and s«id with regard to them,
that the expenss which Mr. TFrench
said was oune of the main hindrances

of the lnil was not very heavy, and could
not be responsible tor the lack of interest
shown in the Azt ; also that there would be
no necessity for n new Registry Office,

The resolutions to which My, Mowat re-
ferred are as follows, being :—

That in the opinion of this House the exten-
sion of Lthe provisions of the Land Titles Aet,

Known as The Torveans syslom  of land transfer
through Muanieipal Counciis,as now alnthus lsed,

seetion 152 of the Act, can only be effected by

incurring large expense, and has therefore
proved abortive,

“hat much of the expensze of the machinery
}’wuvllh-:l tor by the sald Act might be avoided,
That Municipal Councils strongly object to
establish offices over which they have no con-
trol, or to become respousible for salaries of
ofHeials, the amounts of which are not ascer-
tained and in respect of the patronage of which
they will have nothing to say,

A hat the Municipal Couuncils objeet to the
expense of erceting new, Registry Oflices and to
the nnasceriained expensze of a salaried In-
spector, which may be thrown upon them,

That, in the further opinion of this House,
tae Provinee should be divided into distriets,
each containing a number of counties, and that
the said Act should be extended to the whole
Provinee, in the same wuy that it bas been so
successfally inougurated in the City of Toronto
and County of York,

That o solect Committee should be appointed
or a lloyal Commissiongissued, to lnqurro into

and report npnuthe who'!e guestion of land
transier and the best manuer and means of ex-
tending the provisions of said Act to the whole
Province, with power to send for percons,
papers and documents.

Mr, French anticipated the moving of his
resolutions and made some explanatory
remarks in regard to them, contending for
the accuracy of the statements made theres
in, He thought, too, that part of the
diginclination to adopt the system was due
to the distnclination of the Government to
appoint unew Registrars, who would be
anxious to see the system adopted, and who
would be able to perform the duties re-
quired of thein under it.

Mr. Meredith said it was a matter of
general regret that the Torrens title system
was so little used. No doubt municipal
bodies were slow to adopt it, because they
feared there would be great expense. It
could not be made compuleory, but he
thought the Masters of Titlesshould have the
right to register under the Torrens system,

Mr. Ostrom would like to see anything
done to further the adoption of the Act,
which he should like to see universal.

Mr. French asked the Attorney-General
if he would take into consideration the advi-
sability ol appointing a Commission of ex-
perts, who should take evidence and other-
wise do as he suggested, so that a report
might ba presented ai the next session,

The bill was then read a second time,

CARLETON WINTER ASSIZES,
The Attorney-General moved the second
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its second |

‘age mad>s 18','15ﬁii’t" Mr. Hardy’s sug- |
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