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‘Were in

| Mr. Davis then

Al that they all were in the direction o

NN ou lrlfn: the ﬂ{l effecis of the liquor trafiic.
« ¥ Hedenied that the Government aimed at cen-
‘3 tralisation, the bill before the House giving the

e a r—l'.r L T

5

ple full power to deal with the liguor traflic,
vory ‘i'emperance paper condemned the prop-
ion of the leader of the Opposition to hand |

¢k to the Councils the licensing power. Kven
The Empire newspaper did not commit itsell |
to the proposal, Charges were made against
enge Commissioners, but so far as he (Mr, ‘
1
!
!

vis) wus acquainted with these men Lhey
wero'a mostexcellent body of officials. (Cheers,)
In his own riding tweo-thirds of thetavern-
pers are Tories, and they are not afraid to
tin elections. There is mo coercion,

| t would be found true in a!l the ridings

Province. Referringtothecharge made

r. Cliuncy that the municipalities were ]
"ot getting a fair share of the license fund,
Mr. Davis sald that they received far
nore than they did previous Lo tho en-
- actment of the present license law, The
- Opposition; wero very free in their charges,
- but they had not beenable tomake any apecific
charges of mismanagement against the License
Departiment of the Government. In conclusion, |
as a Temperance man, he had much pleasure in
giving his approval to the bill introduced by |
the Provincial Socretary. '

D, Willoughby followed, in hils own inim-
itable style. Unlike the member for South |
Grey, the Doctor, when he works himself into |
an excitement, forgels to teke his hands out of
his pockets. There they are lodged, and 1he
Doctor proceeds. He was goenerous enough
not to inflict wupon the House the |
charges which he made !ast session against the .
License Commissioners of last Northumber-
land., The Doctor, however, did take one hand
out of his pocket to emphasise his reply to Dr.
MceLaughlin, that there wus not a Reform tav-
ornkeeper refused a license in West Durhem
under the McCarthy License Act, He refused,
however, to tell the number of Conservative
amnd Liberal licenseecs respectively., ‘T'he
memb oy for East Northumberland went
on to make charges of diserimination

ainst the Commissioners of his riding.
He said that the tavernkeepers of his
riding were badly used by the Commissioners,
- Then he concluded and carefully liid by his

' notes for reference in ,the campaigo in last
Northumberland, |

Mr. Gibson (Huron) spoke from the stand.
point of & man who was a total abstainer for
fiLty years, He was guite certain that a great
setback would be given to Temperance by giv-
iLg County Councils the power to appoint
License Commissioners, He was satistied the
present Temperance sentiment was to be at-
iributed to the Crooks Acr, If there is a vio-
lation of the law now it is done on the sly,

' showing that it is discreditable. 1t should Lo
| considered that County Councils have not the
executive anthority to ecarry out these Acls
possessed by the Provincial Legisiniure. That
itsell would be an objection tu the proposal
| Inade by Mr, Meredith, The whole Couserva-
tive party is respousible for the passago of the
McCarthy Liceuse Law, and it would net do
for hon, gentlemen opposite to disclaim any
connection with the reasons actnating the
effort put forth to deprive the Provinees of the
right to control the liquor traitic with respect
| Lo License Commissioners. 1t was not claim.
ed that tha{ were all perfect, but know-
ing as hu (Mr. Gibson) did the Liceuso
Commissioners of five counties, he was bound
to say that no charge could be brought against l
, them of wrong-doing. The law was impar-
tially administered.

Mr. Hudson is always inclined totake a fair
view of questions before the House, Of coursoe
he had to take up the refrain of his friends, but
he was more honest and franker in his slate-
| ments. There were irregularities in his riding

arising from the adminisiration of the license
law, but as soon as public attention was called
to them they were correcied. lie argued,
however, in favor of the proposal made by his
leader, Mr. Meredith, beliteving that (he
li::mt:ing pnwluriin the hands of the Govern.
ment was conducive Lo political partisanshi

Mr. Wuod (Brant) declared that the H-H*LF:H-
ment had done ten times more for the en force.
ment ql’ the Scott Act than the Connty Coun-
cils, That was suggestive, os showing what
n‘:ul:ht be expected from the proposals to Rive
County Councils the power to appoint License
Commissioners. 1f the Opposition were in
earnest in their protestations regarding Tem-
perance, they should be found co-operating
| With the Government iu carrying out the ex.
cellent license law of tho 'rovince. Their
duty should be to improve the bill before Lhe
House, and not to throw obstacles in the way
of carrying out the law. They made sWeeping |
charges against License Commissioners, but
they had not been able Lo convines the people |
that there was anything wiong in the adimin.
istration of the law. He was [ree Lo admit that
the licenso power would be dangerous in the
hands of a Conservalive Government. tHear
hear.) That was their history. They pussed
gerrymandery bills wheu they had the power
and in all other respects they showed that they
were inasters of the ~rt of utilising their
authority in the interests of their party. e
denied that the license law was a source of
strength tothe Government, lisadministration
involved inany ditliculties which were nore
embarrassing than Lhey were conducive )
strongth. There was no ground for tho argi.-
ment that the law should be changed. The |
electorate was satisfed with the law and itg
administration.

Mr. Wood is one of the rising members of the |
Eﬂu!ﬁ. Hadil tnudurul.:i’: in Il:ia opinions, spealks |
uenily, and commands Lthe respect of b
sides of the House, - - 1

For several days the Opposition had been
rredmtmz a tremendous onslaught on the
ioense law by MNir. Marter, ‘I'he member for
Muskoka is now consi lared the privato deteg-
tive of his party, and it was confidently eXxpoct-
ed by his friends that he would throw some
light on deeds which they allege to be dark,
Kven the leader of the Opposition prepared
himself for listening, but Mr, Marter did not |
proceed very far until it becume quite apy arent .
that all he had to allege was that the adwmini- |
stration of the license law was bud for the f
Conservalive party. He read extracts from
correspondence of anonymous writers in local
papers, reilecting on the adwministrotion of the [f

e
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: 1*: fan his Unsw "‘i‘"’ii* mments. |
| wns very confldent that

-

1 ﬂ-

(¢ year he ﬁnolmn ould b
nex an es wou 60
the n{hur side of the House and that the Gwl-l
ernment knew it, a stutement which amused

the House very much, and wound up by saying

very bombastically that the Government could
not fool the pecople all the time.

Dr. McKay does not often address the Houge,
though he is a remarkablily easy and ellective
debater. Sundry charges of corruption made
against the Commission for the South Riding

of Oxford were what called him to his feet, and

‘when he had finished with the member for

Muskoka there was hardly a shred remaining

of that K“H of his speech relating to the Ox-

ford Ri
charges
letler written by Mr, Justus Miller, one of the
License Commissioners, Lo The Ingersoll Sun,
and published on the 19th ult, He read it to
the House as follows :—

“DEAR SIR :~Kindl|}r grant me space in your
valuable paper to make a few statements re-
garding an article that appeared in your
columns a short time ago in reference to cer-
Ltain actions taken by the Board of License

Commissioners grantivg a liccnse in Mount |

Elgin contrary to law, 'The gentlemen coni-
posing that article are and have been
luboring under erroneous ideas regarding tho
facits of the case. Any person reading the

article can easily see the drift or intenticen of |
the writers. Injustice to myself [ shall now |

point out a few erroneous stalements *--

(i) Moved by Justice Miller. seconded by
Jas, ltyan, that no licenso be granted to the
Huntley House, Mount Elgin, on account of its
being legally petitioned against, [ did not
move such a motion, neither is there such on
our book.

2) ** Moved by Justus Miller, seconded by
Jas, Ryan, that alicenss be granted 1o C, (. 1.,
Wilson for the Huntley House, Mt. Elgin,upon
the consideration that he put the house in re-
pair and provide a suitaie tenant.” [ did not
move Lthis resolution, nor is there such on our
buoks.

& C.C, l.Wilson never verbally or by writ-
ing apolied or asked for a license. Thereforo
the force of their contention fails when they
try to make it appear illogal on my part when
the firm of which [ ain a member supplied
material and superintended certain work for
Mr. Wilson.

{4) John Gould did apply for licerse as pro-
vided by law.

) I did not erase any names from the pe-

titiona, nor were Lthere any erased in my pres- ..

ence by any person,

6G) Our Inspector did not hand into Court a
letter from the Attorney-General, uor was such
a letter produced by any person,

Now, Mr, Editor, 1 do not wish to oecupy
space in pointing out many other erroineous
stutoments, having sald enough toconvince
your readers that thero are usuaily two sides
Lo a question, Having nothing to couceal in
this matter, our books are open Lo inspection to
convince the skeptical that my statements are
positive facts.

With all due deference to these gentlemen,
we claim the right and privilege to exercise
our judgment as to the renderving of the law

laid down for our guidauce as Comunissioners, |

ltespectiully yours, JUsTUS MILLER.
Dr. MecKay continned by claiming the Op.
position was Iax in its duty in not having in-
vesligations instituted if there was such cor-
ruption prevailing as they charged oo tee floor

mF. The most effective reply to the
of Mr., Marter was contained in n |

of the House, and by showing the absurdity of
Irying to advance Temperance by giving back
to County Councils the appointment of Come
missioners,

Mr, Creighton then took the floor. He de-
sired the country to tunderstand that he had a
toslt Important stateinent to make, amd Lthat
wus in deninl that the present licengso law
was passed at Lthe reguest of the Temperance
parly of the frrovinee., Lhe member for North

Urey then tragicnlly unrvolled a mammoth
bundie of the petitions presented to the House
]-."l“ll'-i‘lm!‘i to the passage of the Crooks License

w, his chject being to show, as he uid, that
the Geverumoent Council 1o tunke the license

power from the municipalities. e maintained

!hnL the ppaver of petitions wans not granted
in full, untl_thut the Government could not
Ploduce a single petition to show that Ihp:;
\}'l‘t't‘- \"-H.I‘I‘:_HI.L-I,'{I i1 .|1~I_1”_:iri.: control of the
liquor traflic, Mr. Cy. ighton then went on ta
arghie that the Liberal party were not J'e
friends of Temperance: in fact he sremed Lo
believe that his own party initisted all the
umendments to the present law. e contendd-
ed that a License Commissionership was at
Present but a slepping-stone to a HRegistrar.
ship, and that the wi b'rawal of the power of
n:l]‘,}umzmeul fromthe G wernment would have
the cfiect of abolishing polities among Tem.
perance people, He wound up by declaring it
most unrea<anable that the present Provineial
Sceretary shonld expect to haveany of the
numerous charges hurled from the Oppoaition

- benches subsgantinted or particularised, The

——

Opposition, he said, had no hope- of curing
things until the Government was altogethor
abolisted,

Hon. G. W. Ross rose shortly after eleven
o clock to reply to the member for North Grey-

' He called the attention of the Itouse to the

unsaiisfactory condition of the license law
rhf-luru“hr- Crooks Act came into eperation,
Fhe mumeipalities were tempted to inerenso
Lthe number of licoenses to increase the license
iees.  He appealed to the member for North
Grey to say that Temperanee had not been
promoted by the Croocks Act. No Temperance

- barty or church court would support any

movement for its repeal. Morcover, the
Crooks Act run the gnuntlet of these
gReoeral election.  (Cheers.) Where were th

Opposition then, just where they will be at the”
next general election. (Cheers.) He read a
rezolution vassed by the Methodist Conferenco

| held in Hmuilgun in 1982, condemning any
 movement tending towards glving back to the

- Mmunicivalities the heense power,  No petition

T g e
p——y

Wias presented to the House asking for -
ﬂ‘l’:lllﬂll ol the principle of the praﬂgutm,ﬂ'zni‘l'ij
County Council asked for the power offer.
them by the leader of the Opposition. Singe the
Act oume into force about 40,000 licenses
were granted. and yet the Oppesition
were not able to  brin Any  gerion
complaints against the admin stration of th:

Act. They retailed th
they did not show thu: J‘ 0ssip of barrooms, but

years no serious l!hqrgg“ﬂ & ﬂ:?“ :fhl_:
s
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