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“Mr. Clancy asked what were the gross
amounts paid into the License Fund for the
yeoars 1 and 1889 respe
much of the fund the mu::,i:ipl.gt.iu im-
posed -law over and above statu-
tory dm’ in each of such years, and what
were the gross amounts paid to the munici-
palities and the Province respectively ior
the same years ”

The Hon. Provincial Secretary replied as
follows :=The gross amount paid into the
license funds for the license year 1887-8 was
$392,0675 17 ; for 1888-9, $470,855 50. The
amount im d by the municipalities by
by-law in excess of the statutory duties for
hquor licenses for the license year 1887 8
was $69,646 ; for 1888.9, $87,407. 'The
gross amount paid to the municipalities on
account of liquor license tees for 1887-8 was
$156,979 89 ; for 1888-9, $190,297 79. 'The
gross amount paid to the Province for
liguor licenses for 1387 8 was £201,542 45 ;
for 1888-9, $232,511 55.

THE POOR SCHOOL FUND,

Mr. Preston moved for an order of the

House for a return showing the number of

schools aided by giants from the Poor
Sehool Fund, Iie wanted to know, he
said, upon what basis the fund was adminis-
tered, ﬂoth!ra was any basis, There did
not seein to be, he remarked, and there
should be, for the amount of ufb'ﬂﬂy to be so
distributed was too large to be left at the
discretion of one person. He complained
of the disparity shown in certain cases of
distribution.

The hon. Minister of Education said he
was sorry to have to tell the hon. member

that he was uuable to give him any further |

information on the subject than was contain-
ed in the public accounts,but as all he asked
for was coutained in the public accounts he

imagined he would be satisied. The coun- |

ditions on which the grant was dissributed
were to be found in regulations
207 to 209 of the KEduecation De-
partment, aud were npow just as they
had been for the past eight or ten years.
He did not remember that he had made
any change in them ; 1/ he had done =0 the
changes were very tritling, As to the dis-
parity the hon. gentleman complained of,
it was natural the grant should not be
always the same., Sometimes the need of
a particular school section was a satlicient
reason for the exercise of the clemency of
the Kduecation Departinent in- respect to
| the grant. There were many cases in which
this might be done with beneficial effect,
‘lnd some cases where a littie additional
nelp was perhaps) necessary to keep the
school going at all. T'he Department in
I dealing with the grant was guided by the
necessities of the case so far as its course
’ was not laid down in the sections referred to.
Me. Prestor cited aun instance of disparity,
mm-uhich was not obvious to him,
and the AMinister of I lucation promised
papers in this_case should be brought down;
meantime the motion stauda,
The House then adjourned.
M. ROSS' BUDGET SPEECH.

B h the prapara.tinn of the report of Hon.
hﬂ Ross’ admirable financial statement

cn Thursday in the House, the subjoined
remarks were inadvertently omitted. As

tiq contain mention of a voine of partiou- :

lur interest and great importance they are
given below. In discussing the Common
School Fund and his treatment of it as an

available assct in his annuval statement, the |
|

hon. Treasurer said :—

I know very well that hon. geutlemen
?ppolit? have made objection to that
1tom being treated ns an asset in the past.
They have said you can only draw the inter.
est. They Aare trust funds, which the
Dominion will ouly pay interest on. The
Dominion want consent to give you the

sprincipal. Now, 1 have always contended
lr:u“r Ouatario wanted to realise on

m and Qlll_boo and she united iy asking
- that the principal sum should be paid over

to them, the Dominion would never object ;

@ soon as Ontario and Quebec will
“We want these funds,” the

would be ready to hand
over,

Hon. gentlemen opposite have
ted that. The cry has bf:n. “Yon

no right- to put that in as an asset,
‘bec the Dominion would not dare to
pay it over.” Wall, now, I wish to inform
hon. gentlemen that I have the written

- opiaion of a gentleman well versed in Do-

finances, whose righe to s eak with

nqtllmty on this question hon. Eantlaman

will not deny, that the Dominion would

hand it over if desired, | will read what

he nly:. Other matters are referred to, but
rea

I wil d the extract referri i o
ticular thing : — b
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|

ctively ? How |

- parties ifa tri

’ $ ‘
“As the Common Schoo is solely for the
benefit of the Proﬂnmior Ontario am! Quebec
and the Dominion simply acts as trustee in
the matter to invest the moneys and'pay overjto
the Provinces the interest
investments, it appears to the Dominion Govy-
ernment that it would be in the interest-of al]
partite arrangement were en-
tered into and ratifled by the necessary legisla-
tion whereby the fund and the property con-
nectod therewith should be completely trans-
ferred frem the Dominion to the Provinces,
and I am directed to ask your consideration of
Lthis suggestion,

The reading of the letter excited much
lpplnulu. The Treasurer continued ;—

I'nis letter, Mr. Speaker, is from the
Hon. Finance Minister of the Dominion of |
(Applause.) Now, I would ask |

Canada,
hon. gentlemen opposite where they stand
in their objections to this item?

chose to demand the payment of the capital
held in trust for her by the Dominion, the
Dominion would never hesitate to hand it
over. And here we have the Finance Min-
ister asking us to tuke it over. If we did
accept it and place it in the bank to our
credit, would it not be a cash asset? Hon.
gentlemen are rather unfortunate in thir
contentions,  First of all, they objected
that we should take in any of these funds
held by the Dominion as part of our
assets. Then in course of time they gradue
ally let themselves down a little. Then
they took emphatic ground in regard to the
52,548,000 placed to our credit by the
I'inunce Minister under the Act of 1884,
They said the Act provided that interest

only was to be paid. That was
their contention for a year or two
until  the Finance Minister placed

the amount in his public accounts
to the credit of Ontario as capital due to
her, and now we have the Finance Minister
of the Dominion himseli casting

treated as an avuilable asset, by inviting us
to take the money outof their hands !
(Applause,)

COUNTY ROADS,

Mr. Guthrie has introduced a bill te
amend the Municipal Act.  The main pro-
vision is a very important one, aftecting
county roads. [t proposes to invest County
Councils with the power to pass by-laws to
give up gratis to the local municipalities ail
county roads—not toll roads—the local
municipality being thereby responsible tor
their repair. There are many counties
which have extensive systems of county
roads—some purchased from Joint Stock
Companies, and some assumed and after—
wards gravelled and macadamised at the
expense of the county,  This bill has been
petitioned for by the County Council of
Wellington—a county which owans atout

150 miles of gravel roads, There are no
tolls on these roads,

FOOR SCHOOL (RANT.,
> Messrs, Armstrong, Lyon, Bronson and
Lonmee waited on the Minister of Educa.
tion and Minister of Agriculture in the
afternoon with a view to induce the Giovern-
meut to give to poor schools in outlying
districts the grant of £10,000 withdrawn
from the Provincial Exhibition, They
asked that, if such a proposal could not be
entertained, the present graut o poor
gchools be increased at Jeast by $£10,000.
Uhey represented that there were :;mny
schools in these districts paying a tax of
thrue_ cents on the dollar, and that there are
localitics where new settlers have gone in
unable to support schools. The Minister of
llducation replied that he would endeavor
to add to the grant in the supp.ementary
estimates. The deputation also asked that
the trustees of schools in these districts be

erived from such

I have
myself always contended that if Ontario

to the
winds the last vestige of their claim, that

the Common School Fand could not be
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