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llesex Nurth—James Shibley.
West—John McPherson,
North—J Freeman, M P, and J F

Cohoe,

Norfolk South—Wm Morgan, M UP.

Northumberiand Kast—-J 1B Boyce and I
Halbock. L, St

Northumberland West--S Ileunser and IR
Cul.is.

Ontario North—-J J Gould, M PP, B S Davlid.
gon and Wm Thomson,

Oxford south—L B Swarton.

Parry Sound—35S Arstrong, M PP,

Pecl—1it Blain, J Pickering and S J Pearson,

Peterborough--Chas O'Heilly, Heury Huw.
phries and Mr Blezard, M 1’1

Prescoit—Mr Evanturel, M PP.

Prince dward--Mr Sprague, M PP.

Rentrew North—J Crozier,

Simeve West—J J Brown and J Forsyth.

Vicioria North—\Mr Fell, M Py,

Vicioria South—Mr Cruess, M P12,
“Wuluﬂm Norih—-J M Slaehter and George
& oore.

Waterloo Sonth—S D Ferguson, Androw
Elliott, George Buchanan and 't Blain,

Weliin.ton Centre—Matthew  Anpderson,
David Foote and Davia Rae,

weuntworth North=\W Il Brooking.

Weniworth South—1{ is Benseley.

York East-—-G B Smith, M PP,

The first speaker to address the Ministers in
behalf of the purport of the resolution was Mr,
Johu Daws=on, of Algoma, Ho maintained Lhat
it was impossible to carry on Agricultural So-
cretios in his disirict without farther aid, and
claimed that it was only fair (o the farmers
that the Government should distribute amongst
them a fair share of the revenue received from
Crown lands ana minerals, He deprecated the
con ralisabion of agriculvural exhibitions, The
young wen of raral disiricts would be stimulat.
ed in their work by cilicieut electoral districts
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shows, and, in conclusion, he hoped that tho
Government would give the $20,000 grant asked
for by so large and representative a bedy of
maon,

Mr. Puarser, of West Northumberland, also
statod that the Socicties were crippled tinan-
cially, but at the same time he wished it to be
understood that in asking for the $20,000 addi.
tional grant the deputation did not question
Lhe policy of giving three-fifths of the preseul
Government grant totownshipshows, Farmers,
he said, haveto retrench in thelr expenditure,
and this nccounts in a large measare for the
fading off in the gate receipts at iamr vy of the
Klectorsl Districets Soeieties exhibitions.  The
acditional grant wonld enable the Direcltors 1g
counteract present disadvantngoe,

Messrs, Barker, West Brant: J. J, Brown,
W ost Simecoe,and .‘\luuru.:'inul h Waterloo, made
a few observalions on the same | nes, urging
strong!y ou the Minister of Agricu ture the
necessitios of their Societies. ‘The Hon, Mr,
Drury, in reply, said that when lereceive ! a
letter some weeks ago from Mre, Damude in re-
spect Lo an additional grant to the Liecloral
Societies, and that a deputation would wait on
himdaring the session, he did not expect to sce
such a body of represenlative mon as sioud
before him. Ho ventured tosay that it was the
largest body of farmers that had waited on the
CGovernment for years, He was pleased that
farmers are following in the footsteps of all
others in the Province who want the Govern
menl's assistance, This is as it should be, Ha
had hoped that in the discussion some
thing would have been said by the
speakers 1ouching a propusition mude 14
the Uovernment, 10 the etlest thay
they shoulkld make a grant to Central Asso
ciations. e also expected to hear an expros.
gion of opinion regarding the uscfulness ul
Towneship Shows, These questions are brought
to the attention of the Government from time
to time, but the spokesmen of the deputation
did not refer to them, ‘Tho Minister of Agri-
culture went on then tosay that the Govern.
ment had not the control of the 310,000 formerly
given to the Provincial Exuibition., ‘The
Conncil of the Agricultural and Aris Associa.
tion wani $6,000 this year, and the grant Iis
still in their hands for condncting work in
connection wilh agricujtare. The proposition
of the deputation was a large one, and owing
to the adTanced state of Lhie session, and thet
the estimales were prepared, he could not hold
ont any Im{m that anyihing would be done thia
vear. Still he wonld place the reprosontations
inade before his colieagues, when they would
receive every consideracion.

The deputation then withdrew,

FREL sSCHOOL BOOKS,

The Hon. G. W, loss, Minister of Eduecation,
reccived a deputation from the Toronte Publia
wehool Board betoro the House met, ecomnprising
the rollowing members :(—F sSomers (Chalirman),
It S Baird, A Middleton, 'I' A Hastings and W
B MeMurrich, solicitor of the Board, They urg-
od the passage of an Act giving School Boards
the power of providing pupiis with school
books free of charge. The Minister stated that
he was favorabie 1o the principle of such legis.
lation, and would bring the matter before the
Govermuent at Lthe earliesi possible momeut,
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