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HE LEGISLATURE.

DUCED AND CARRIED.

Mr, Balfour's Amendment Voted Down
by a Very Large Majority -The
Harman Annuity Confirmed
in the House -The Re-
gistry BEill Con.
firmed.

In the Legislature to.day the chief interest
centred on the raiiway resolutions introduced
by the Provincianl Treasurver, Mr. IRoss ably
explained the policy of the Government ‘mal

the reasons that actuated thew in re-opening |

the railway ald policy.

THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were reand a third time
and passed ;-

Respeutinr oaths under the Manhood Suf.
frage Act—The Attorney-General.

espocting registry offices—The Attorney.
General.

To provide for the extension of the water-
works of the City of St. Catharines and forother
purposes— My, Garsan,

tespecting the administration of justice in
seriain casos—"The Attorney-General,

After passing those bills the House went into
comimitiee of the whole on the Municipal
Amendmant Act, which is a collection of all
the amendments to the Municipal Act passed
this session.  The bill was discussed for a long
time and slight amendments were made, after
which it was reported to the House and

passed.
THE REGISTRY BILL.

A FINAL UNSUCCERSFUL ATTEMPT MADE TO DE-
FEAT THE MEASURE.

On the motion bv the Atiorneyv-General for
the third reading of the bill to amend the He-
gisiry Act, Mr, H. E. Clarke rose to move an
smaendmoent, With that power of delicato
gatire which has given the bon., gentleman so
prominen! a position in his own party, he de-
fended his amendment by attributing, as be.
fore, improper motives 1o the Government in
desiring to divide the Toronto registry otlice.
The amendment was as follows :—

That the bill be not now read athird time but
be forthwith referred back io A comimnittee of
the whole House, with instructions to strike
out all the pruvisions thereof relating to the
division of the City of Toronto for registration

purposes, and by adding therelo the tollowing |

geclLions: —

Section 106of the Registry Act is hereby re.
pealed, and the following substituted there-
JOT [

106. —Of the {further fees and emoluments re-
ceived by eaoh registrar in each yoear in excess
of $4,500, not exceeding &15000, he shall be
entitled to retain 1o pisown use fifly per cent,
and no more, and of the further feoecs and
emoluments reeeived by cach registrar in each
yeur in excess of §15 000, he shall be entitled Lo
retained to his own use twemy-filve per cent.
And no mmore.

The Attornev-General, in taking exception
tothe amendinent, read the lollowing letter
receivoed
himself :—

Ci1vy REGISTRY OFFICE,
Toronto, ¥February 17, 1888,
[he Attorney-General of Ontario, Parliament
Buildings:

S1R.~1 beg Lo call your attention to the fol
Jowing factson the vresent and prospective
condition of registrationin theCity of Toronto
It seems torme Lhal we are rapidiy epproaching
the maximum of wurk which it 18 possible to
do satistactorily in oune regis ry oftliee, 1 doubt
if. under the same syvstem, an amount of work
equal to that now performed in Lhe Voronto
office, In searchivg. (urnishinz absiracts,
and doing other things counnected
registration, 13 done in 1 single
office elsewhere. 1 am quite aware 1hal
neither in New York or in Chicazois there
more than one registry oftice, and 1n the sysiem
pursued in these and other American cities
there is practically no limit to 'the registra-
tion that can be done in one otfice.
cannot follow the method in vogue in these
places, becanse it doce not furnish (he infor.
mmation required in tracing » chain of Litle,
These instrutnents are no! registored against
the parcels of land t¢ which thev
The abstract index mereiy
of the receip' of the insiruments; and it is
practically impossible to usrave! a iitle by
reference to the igformation available in the
registry offices. The tities are ia the hands o
what are known as abstracl solicitors, who get

the information daily from the registry officers | Snider,

and reduco it Lo Lhe lorm 1n W hich it is lound
i“ t]ll" I‘U;{iﬂl l.':l" 'ﬂlli'.':"‘" ul' '.]H!Hri.“. ‘\l”l'rir*n“
r,ﬂ.gi!f A2 ATE 1ol rlf"li Iil't:-l lO Il::“.l"ﬁh Eu"ll“l., Hs 1.
mal ter of fact, do not furnish) abstiacts of re-
gistration at all. Here, all the information
obtaired from absiract Solicitors in the United
States is in the registry oflice, 11 15 in part ob.
tﬂi"'ﬂ“ from solicitors who make -. enrehes, and
in part Lhrgngh abstracts furnished by the
regi tear, ‘These dem inds impose & maximum
“f rllgiqlrﬂtll"'l '“-'h“:_'il.n 1t 15 nol i.ll'}‘,:ﬂf“!.- LAl isinge
gorily to oxceed inn sinezlc ofil-e. I hat inaximom
I conceive has beea reached in Toronto.  Dur.
ing the past year solicitors scamhing hava been
sl jl!l.:lﬁi Lo greal inconveiience irom Crowid-
ing the limited available space, and though an
addition has been miade to the building, all the
gpace available for the registry books will, at
che prescnl rate of increase, be tilled in two
vears., I[ we goon as al present a new build-
tug must at the end of that time be erected,
the present one, which hLng cost something
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acecond in dmportance Lo that,

from Mr, Linisey, and addressed to

wilh

I3ut wo '

relate, !
fl.r”:l“ﬂ lh:' order |

cominiitee of the whole
tlons to amend the same by providing that no
expeuditure which is
made
shall be inceurred uniess the direction of the In- |
spector of Registry Offices, voder which it is to

like $430.00C, wouid become inadequate to the |

demands upon it.
".l!‘ﬂlll!d it “-UHI'I! e il'll]'rhu-.-'lhlll for ANY prac-
able stafl of officers Lo attend upon searchers
ito furuish abstructs with the expedition
manded in these impatient davs,

5

Under the circumstances [ think it my duty,..

If the business were much |

be incurred,

{'t_:uim:il‘uf the county or city chargeable there-
wilh,

salue division as the
and the third reading of the bill was declared
carricd on the same Givision reversed,

MR. GARSON MOVES

city bill Mayor Ciarke moved that the order
be discharged and the bill referred back to
committee of the whole.

il ”
JO.J, -

]

inform vou that | see

L

however reluctantly, to
no adequate remedy short of a division of the
eity for registration purposes, Owing to the
way in which the books have been Kepi the
division could orly be made at the line of
Yyonge streel. [ the recomumendation to make
that division, which I now ofler for your con-
sideration, be acted upon 1 shall rather wel-
come than otherwise a release from a part of
the respousibility which 1 now find myself
under.,

I have the honor to be, your obedient ser-
vant, nmanLes lasopsey, Registrar,

Continuing, Mr. Mowat pointed ont that the
main thing to be considerad in conncetion with
i, rewistry oflice was its efficiency. The security
Jf titles was of first importance, The money
woing inlo the eity treasury was a matier
The motion ol
Mr. Ciarke wounld tend to render the oilice
ineflicient, inasmuch as it would restriet the
sulary of the registrar ana make him liatle to
economise too closely in his disbursemonts,
There was a gencral misapprehension, he
thought, as to the income of the regisirar.
That income was not cxcessive, In 1887 the
Kross receipts at the otfice were $31,112. Bl
the disbursements were very large, and

——

amwounted to §24,500, including the sum paid |
over Lo the eity, so that Mr, Lindsey 2 nel in- |

come that yvear amounted only Lo between
$6.000 and £7,000.

Mayor Clarke, who had seconded the motion, |

again in a very mild speech deprecated the
contemplated division of the regsisiry office,
and claimod that the business of the city Jid
not seem Lo have been in wny way injured by
the erush of work in the ottice. He rererred
also Lo the resolution of the County of York

Law Association condemuing the proposed
division. _ _
Mr @G, B, Smith pointed ont how late in the

day it was before the Mavor had spoken on this
guesiion, ard how midiy he had spoken even
then ; alsothat not unti! a day or two ago hind
the subjcct been even mentioned at the City
Council; also that any sign of agitation on the
part o! the Council against the alleged inignity
of this measure was sirikingly absent. As 1o
the' re olution of the York County Law As.
sociation, he did not know how many lawvers
were present and voted forit, bat he did Know
that he had talked with very nne lawers on
the question and they were ngreed a2 Lo the
necessity of the division,

Mr. Bulinntyne defended the proposed divi-
glon. and alluded to the Act passed In the
Sandficid Maclonald Administration unjustly
and unnecessarily dividing county registry ot-
fices.

Mre. John Leys said an ounce of experience
was worth a pound of theory., Mr. I, E.

Clarke probably had had no experience ol sny
dnefliciency in the workingof theregistry otlice,

‘While he (the speaker) had had a cood deal.and

counld conntdendiy siale that an  additionng
regisiry oflice would prevent many of the de-
Jays and inconveuniences that were unavoid-

able under the preseut systen,

Mr. Meredith asked how the publie interests
woere to be served when both registrars were
to o under the same roc) and vsing the saue
books. He ngain characrerise |l i he l*h_lllh‘! ot
th - will res e one for Providines an e for a

litical friend, and it was litile wonder the
Bl.ohuting classes protested against it when it is
known that the head of a registry ofiice 1s a

siuere ligurehead,

Mr. O'Connor made a s=ensible and pointed
gpecch, stating that it was only reasonable,
with the city inerecasing in wealth, busineas
and population, the work of the regisiry ofiice
should grow in equal proportion,

Mr. Wood (Hastings) oppousced the
few words.

Mr. Hardy argned that it would be
impossible 1o apportion fees on the basis
oposed by the senior member for Toronto.
he opponents of the bill, in speaking of the
ecs of the regisirars of Toronto, pit fizures
fore the pubic withont giving a/l the cir-
mstances attached (o them,

Mr. Creighton brought ont the old, worn-out
ertion that the offi ¢ was divided togive a
tion to a political friend. He thought that
the division, instead of faciiitating the busi-
s, preater confusion wouid be vroduced,

o Hyve s thenn ivided ae follows:—

A —Biggar, Blyth, Clancy, Carke, K, F,

bill in a

to), Clarke, H. Ky ‘Toronto), Craig.
ston, Uruess, Feli, French, Hammell,
wuson, ingram, Kkerns, lees, Marter,

. Meredinh, Metealfe, Miller, Monk,
Ostrom, Preston, Rorke, Smith (iFron-
ewart, Tooley, Whitney, Willough-
fHaustings). \vylio &5
n, Armsirong. Awrey, Balfour,
op, Blezard, Bronson, Cald.
? ko (Wellingion), Conuiee,
Dack, Dance, Davis, Drury, Evanturel, Fer.
wguson, Field, Fraser, Freeman, Garson, (Gibeon
(ilaomedtony, Gibson (Huaron), Giimonur, Gonuid,
Lraham, Harcourt, Hardy., Leys, Lyon, Mao.
Andrew, McekKay, Velaughlin, MoeMahon,
Mnek, Master, Morin, Mowat, AMNurray,
O Connor, Pacaud, Phelps, Rayvside, Robillard,
Hoss (Huron), Hoss (Middlesex), =mita (York),

Sprague, Stratton, Waters, Wood
(Bran:)—-53.
ANOTHER AMENDMENT,
Mr. Meredith then moved the following

ﬂl_l.ll‘IulHH nt :
Lhat the said bill be not

. now read the third
time, but be forthwith

referred back to tho
House with instruc-

under tho said bill to be

out of the fundsof any county or city

n!lujl

be first approved by the

This asmendment was declared lost on the

preceding smondment,

THE CITY BIlLl.
STRIKE
! ANNUITY CLAUSSE, 1
Upon the motion for the third reading of the |

a0}

oUT THE

This was carried, .

and ’h}'h“l‘! Lhe bill was l!pfﬂ!'g!”’ll‘. commiiteo
é\éri_ltlurku secured the following amendment |
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Y
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Imrntlw 0
the 7th day

after the passing of this Act, unioss or until it

done or passed

LA

Cment of municipal

.-'l"'I

wuf the Cor-

&

jeed. re=olution or by
f the Town of Parkdale, or of the
made. done or pas=sed gince
1889, wherehy any new
linbility was imposed upon the said Corpora-
tion. or whereby anv money of the said Corpo-
ration became or was made piyable to any
person, shall have any force, validity or effect

‘ouncil theroofl,
of Mnﬂ:hﬂ

shall have been ratified by msulut.i‘pn m; !!m
Counei! of the Corporation of ithe City ot To-
ronto : and no act, deed, resolution or by-law
ol the Public School Bourd of Parkdale, made,
since said date, imposing any
new linbility upon the Public school funds at

the disposition of said Board, or wherehy any of
snill funds would become payable Lo any per-
son, sha 1 have any force, validity or effect after
tho passing of this Act until ratified by resolu-
tion of the Public School Board of the Ciiy of
'oronto. :

1hen Lthe motion for the third reading of the
bill was read again, Mr. Garson moved in
amendment that the clause fixing an annuity
1o ¢x-Treasurer Harmnan be siruck out., Nir.

Garson thought it was a strange thing that Mr. |

Harman, with a large salary, was not able to
provide himself with a competence. No such
favors were accorded to the laboring classos
and he thought the effect of granting annuities
to ofticials would have a bad tendency, and on
that zround bis vote would be given aganst it,

Mr. Leys maintained that the House should |

reinsert the clan=e, It was supported by the
City Council and the vastl majority ol Lthe peo.

nle of Toronto approved of the arrangeinent
made with Mr. Harman,

tion. Mr. Gib2on was sorry that the matter
was brought up at all, feeling that the Ciry
Council acted in good faith and under the cir.
cnmstances their wish shouid be carried out,
He hoped the motion would not be pressed,

The amendment was lost on the foliowing
division :—

Y gas-—Balfour, Bighop, Conmee,
Davis, Garson, Gould, Lyon, McLaughlin,
Morin, Phelps, Snider, Sprague—1.3.

Navs—Ailan, Armstrong, Awrey, Ballan.
tyne, Bigrar, Blezard, Biyth, Bronson, Caldwell,
Chishoim, Clancy, Clarke, K. I. (Toronto),
Clarke, H. E. (Toronto), Clarie (Wellington),

Craig, Creighton, Cruess, Dack, Evanturel,
Fell, Ferguson, Field, Fraser, Freeman,

Frenech, Gibson (Hamilton), Gibson (l{uron),
Gilmour. Hammell, Harconrr, Hess, Hudson,
K orns. Lees, Levs, MecAndrew, Mcecikay, Mack,

\arter. Master, Meacham, Meredith, Metcalle,

Miller. Monlk, Morgan, Mowat, Murray, O'Con-
nor, Ostrom, Pacaud, Preston. Rayside, Robil.
lard. Rorke, 1osa (Huroni, Ross (Middlesex),
<mith (Frontenac), Smith (York), Stewart,
Stratton, Teoley, Waters, Whitney, Willough.
by, Wood (Hastings), Wood (Brant), Wylie—
60,

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left thochair,

INVESTMENTS BY TRUBTEES,

Mr. Meredithh introduced a bill during the
dav to amend the Act respecting investments
Ly trustees, and by consent of the House it was
read o first and second time forthwith,

The object of the bill i1s designed Lo enable
trustees 1o invest funds entrusted Lo them in
debenture stock of building societies, as they
now may in other debentures,

FVENING SESSION.
VARIOUS MEASURES CONSIDERED AND
VANCED A STACE,
The following bills were read a third time :—
To incorporate the Amherstburg, Lake Shore
i Wenheim Railway Company—Mr. Balfour,

To amend the Act respecting the establish-
institutions in the outlylog
districts ol the Province—2Ale. Lyon,

LIQUOR LICENSE ACUT,

Hon. Mr. Gibson moved the sccond reading
of the bill to smend the liquor license law, It
provides, amongst other Ihin_'.:.e.rllml!hu pur-
chaser of any intoxicating liguor trom a person
who is not licensed to sell the same, orany
person who drinks upon the premises Liguor so
purchased, at the time of the purchase there-
of. shall bo guilty of an offence under this Acl.
Provision is also made that all sams imposed
by the municipality 1 exXcess oi the sum ol
¥200, mentioned In section 42 of Lhis Act, shall
be divided egually between the Province and
such mumicipaliiy. :

Mr, Creighton did not view with favor the
policy of taking'more of the license fees from
the municipalitics than was necessary, especi-
ally when the funds ol the Governluent werce
claimed to be s0 buoyant,

Hon. A. M. Ross p inted out that the Govern-
ment gave the municipalities t*lur power ol
leaving the fees as they were, and so long as
they did that the Government would not real-
ise n cent by the proposed clause. It would

AD-

|
|

Dance, |

have the etlect of reauncing the number of |

licensos, _

Mr. Claney said that the effect of the clause
would pl‘ulml';}' e Lo discourage lmunicipail
tics from imposing h'gh leensces.

Mr. Mebavgh!m maintamed that the change
in the law would have the ellect oi reducinge
the number of licenses, and the bill was oppor-

Ctune because counties recently under the scott

Act would now have an ulumrhmil'f"{.:rf regil-
lating the licenses in the intevests ol Temper-
u-lh"l'- " =

After a few remarks from Mr. H, K Clark,
the bill was real a second tue,

[ THE RAILWAY RESOLUTIONS.

A CLXAR AND ABLE STATEMENT BY LIUN. A. M.
ROSS.

The Hon, A. M. Ross, in moving the House
into cornmitiee on thoe resolutions gravting aid
to proposcil  rallways, pointed oul lqhul it had
anlways been admitted that the Province had a
4 enterprigses. Thal poiicy

| fact, the cause ol

| proposcd aid.

right to aid Pallwa)
- i Lthe Government of the

was first introduced * | .
late John Sandield » acdonald., and was, 1n
and that nol on

its dereal,

qccount of the ohiect, but on account ofihe
" manner in which it was proposed to grant the
‘The policy of railway aid was

| continued down to 1880 and 133  No
 doubt the aid so granied contributed
very largely to the improvement and

' advancement of the country, It gave a healthy
activity to rallway enlerprises and a sllm'utus
lo projects tor tho buiiding of new lines., Under
| that policy the sum of $6,000,000 had been
granted, of which $4.000,000 had I..H.:{!H paid. In
1831, in view of the various gther large obliga-

tions of the Proviuce aud for other reasons, a
fecling grew up that it was Limo for the Pro-
| vince Lo hold its hr_m:l in this matter ; and the

Government yieiding to the evident desire of

oo lill"'"_l #iﬂlﬁu- ;—""lﬂf_#.—_‘ N
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