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OLOSE OF THE DEBATE ON THE

|

Mr. Meredith's Motion Defoated—The

Division on the Resolution—Mr.
Garson's Eill to Enable
Young Men's Salaries to
be Garnished —- A
Becond Police
Magistiate.

MarcH 15, 1889.

The House does not often sit on a Friday
eveuning, and doubtless to-day would have
been no exception to the rule had not the
icense debate come up again and displayed

an inclination to go beyond six o'clock,
That was the principal business of the day.
THIRD READINGS,

The following bills were read s third
time :—

To amend the Act incorporating the
Towuship of Pelee— Mr. Balfour.

Respecting appeals on prosecutions to
enforce penalties and oflences under Fro
vincial Acts—The Attorney-General,

To authorise the Synod of the Diccese of
Huroun to sell certain lands—Mr. Meredith.

Respecting the conselidation of the de
benture debt of the City of Toronto—Mr.
E. F. Clarke.

To amend the Pharmacy Act—Mr. Gib-
son (Hamilton),

To give representation in the Legisiative
Assembly to the District of Nipissing—Mr.
Hardy.

Respecting the Niagara & St. Catharives
Street Railway Company--Mr. Garson,

Respectiug the Boards of the Baptist
Convention of Ootario and Quebec—AMr.
Dryden.

Then the House went into committee and
advanced a number of bills a stage,

YOUNG MEN'S DEBTS,

A considerable discussion ocecurred over
that clause in Mr. Gibson’s bill to ameund
the Division Courts Act, that proposes Lo
amend that point in the present Act which
enables & young uunmarried man, with no-
body to support but himself, to con-
gact debts with tradesmen that he never
pays, whether he intended to do so
or not. The amendment was to enable the
salaries of such young men to be garnished.
The Minister of Education admitted the
paternity of the clause, and Mr. Meredith
expressed himself as sirongly against it,
claiming that tradesmeun should learn not to
trust young men. The futility of this argu-
ment was evident on both sides of the
House, and several of Mr. Meredith’'s sup-
porters, particularly Mr. Hudson, expressed
themselves as strongly opposed to his idea
of striking out the clause. Mr. Meredith
did not press his puint aud the clause re-
mained in the bill.

A SECOND POLICE MAGISTRATE.

In the Attorney-General's bill respecting
the administration ot justice in certain
cases, there was a little discussion in comn-
mittee over the police magistrate clause.
The clanse provided that a second police
magistrate might be appointed in any city
where the Council by a majority had
decided in favor of - the same. Mo
Meredith in discuasing the clause said he
wanted to expross no opinion on the ques’
tion of the appeintmeut of & second police
magistrate for Toronte. If he favored
either side of that question, perlups he
louned to the appointinent of such an
official. But he thought such an appoint-
ment should be asked fer by more than a
bare majorivy. He meved that the clausc
be amended 8o as to require a two-thirds
majority. Mr. Mowat accepteu the amend-
ment.

THE DEBATE RESUMED.

MORE TALK ON MR, MEREDITH'S LICENSE
RESOLUTION,

The debate oa Mr. Meredith's
resclution was renewed.
up the thread of the discussion and egpo ke
for over half an bour. He reiterated the
arguments advanoced by other gentiemen on
nis side of the House, and insisted that this
was too free a country to allow of one-man
geverument, which was, he contended,
what the present administration of the
license systemn ameounted to.

g, Mr. McLaughlin said that if the h
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member for Kast Northumberland honestly
and sincerely believed one-half the charges
he stated yesterday he wus unworthy of his
ruitinn in the House if he did net formu-
ate these charges and have them investi-
gated in a proper way. These general
charges meant nothing. He (Mr. McLough-
lin) might as well stand up and charge the
hen. gentleman with being dishonest. with
being a thiet. That would prove nothing,
and would it not be cowardly on his part to
make such a charge without substantiating
it? Mr. McLaughlin avowed in the most
distinct manner that so far as his own
riding was concerned the commissioners ani
inspector had mnever used their influence,

directly or indirectly, to affect any election. |

As a proof oi the satisfactory working of
the license system he instanced the fact that
not a single petition had been presented
to the House seeking its repeal
On the contrary, they found Temperance

been embodied in the Crooks Act. The
(onservative was a peculiar specimen ol
the genus howo. Here, where they had
no pewer, they opposed the interests of
their triends, the liquor deulers, whereas at
Ottawa they objected to every attempt to
improve the Scott Act. It was at Ottawa
responsibility rested for the failgre of the
measure, 1he difficuity in securing a
second or third comviction under that Act
was not due tothe Provincial officers, but
to the fact that the owners of barrooms
after being cnce convicted leased their
bars te some one else, who in turn, i
convicted, leased to another person, and so
on. iast year at Ottawa they introduced
& measure to cripple the Act still further,
taking away the power to put the
seller of liquor into the witness box.
This resolution he characteriseed as the
worst blunder the leader of the Opposition
had ever made. He was weakeuing on this
subject, In 1883 he favored handing this
license matter over to the County Councils;
now he wanted to hand it over to mnobody
knew where ; and by next session he (Mr.
McLaughlin) hoped he wonld have seen his
error and come back prepared to say, leave
it in the hands of the Goevernment.

Mr. Metcalfe then entertained the House
with one of his customary remarkable
speeches, and before he had ended had put
the House iuto roars of laughter. It can.
pot b e said, however, that he materially
increased the stock oi arguments used to
support the amendment.

Mr. Awrey, in & vigorouns half-hour
speech, put plainly before the House the
true position of the question, and showed
the foundationless churacter of the charges
made. He took up several of Dr. Willough-
:rl etatements as to practices in Kast

erthumberland, and in taking exception
to them was several times interrupted by
the dactor, who, as Mr. Awrey pointed out,
becare very uneasy under a careful aualysis
of the statements he had used in draw-
InﬂF his extraordinary picture of the state of
affairs prevailing, according to him, in the
piding of East Northumberiand. Mr.

Awrey insisted, too, that if Dr. Willonghby

. had seen the Scott Act so flagrantly abused

)

Dre. Wylie took

- proved

‘a8 he said he had, it was his duty to call

e lawbreakers to account. Mr. Awrey
as talking until six o'clock, when the
aker leit the chair.

by EVENING SESSION.

DEBATE DRAGS ITS WEARY LENGTH
ALONG,

en the House met after the adjourn-
e following bill was iutroduced :—
entitled gn Act to make further
for religious instructions—The
JGeneral,
then rose and continued his
speech on the license question. He said
that the charge made against a large num-
Ler of citizens of the V'rovince by the Oppo-
sition was one that could not be substanti.
ated, it being impossible for any person to
know under the ballot bow any persons
vote. In East Northumberland it was
that
gystem

the Conservatives bhaa
that the  votes
electors were scurtenised by
a spyglass by the supporters of Dr.
Willoughby. (tireat laughter.) The voters
placed their ballots against the window pane
and then Dr. Willoughby puat the spy-
glass to his eye to see that it was marked
as e wanted. T'he policy which the Op-
position propounded was certainly not fav-
orable to Temperance, but after all it was

such a
doubtful
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~ wouid produce better contests in the nuni-
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cipalities, because the first consideration |
at the meeting of the County Council
"would be as to the complexion of

' the license commissioners and the iunspec.
tors to be appoiuted to regulate the liguor
traffic during the year. The ministers of
the Gospel have never yet been heard to re-
monstrate agaiust the Crooks Act, but |

“Church courts had declared that it was the

' best license system that could be got in any

1 g :

country. The Couservatives had of late

| taken u great batred to Mr. Lottridge, of

gen-

! tleman, like many others, had come to the

couclusion that the Mowat Government

was one deserving of confidence. More.

| vative
| donald broke faith

. : ! ‘| the consumers. The 200 liceuse commis.
organisations and Church courts vime and |

again endorsing this very priuciple that had

ol

over, Mr. Lottridge left the Conser-
party because Sir John Mae-
with the Brew.
ers’ Association of the Province, In
| doing this he did not act more selfish than 1[
Senator Sanford, of Iamiiton, who lelt the
Reform party because the leader of the
Conservative party promised him and other
manufacturers protection at the expense of |

sioners of the Province are beyond reproach,
and it was mischievéns to bring the charges
against them harled by the Opposition, In
his constituency the influence of the license
commissioners was on the side of religion

and Temperance, Thut was, he believed,
l the record of the Jlicense commissioners
throughout the Province. It was a fact
that the clergy and moral men were on the
side of the Governmenr. (Cheers.)

Mr. Ciancy claimed that the arguments
of the Upposition were not met fairly by the
| speakers on the Government side of the
' House. Theo charge made by himself and
s iriends was that the license law was ad-
ministered from a partisan standpoint, and,
consequently mnot in the begt interests ol
Temperance, He would say that his own
party would not admiuister the present law

free from the imperfections ol the past,

The system is open to objections, but these )
had not been met fairiy—side 1ssues having
been introduced by Government speakers.

Mr. Clancy proceed-d theu to lecture the

House on the high party spirit prevaiiing in

the Province; blaming this for the evils

noticeable in the working of the Crooks Act,

He would, however, not say that a muni-

cipal election could be conducted witheut
party strife, but at the same time the pco
' ple should be entrusted with the powers
sought for them by the member for London.

Mr. Wood, of Braunr, a gentleman who
has made consideralle progress asa debater
this session, then got on his feet and discuss-
ed the license question in a moderate and
liberal-minded manner. He summed up
Mr. Clancy’'s speech pretty correctly, de-

scribing it as three.quarters of an hour of

talk with very litztie in it. The whole
" attitude of the Opposition, said Mr. Wood,
' seemed to be that of men who were urging |
' the public to complain, while the public
was too satisfied to think about compiain-
ing. Mr. Meredith talked a good deal
about his confidence in the people, but the '-
people did not seemn to show as much con-
tidence in him ; and when it came to the
point the member for London did not
seein to have su:zh confidence in the |
people after all, otherwise he would
have trusted the people in this mat-
ter, and waited for them to complain
before he began this agitation, The speaker
twitted Mr. Meredith, too, with favoring
the transfer of the license administrauive
power to the County Councils in his speecii, |
but with having left it out of his reso-
lation.

Dr. Meacham denied that the member for |
London had introduced the resolution from
party motives, That charge was not con- |
sistent with the second charge,that he kuew |
he had a weak case and was overstauing
the facts,. How could he benefit his party
unless he were on the popular side in the
matter ! He proceeded to claim that the
i | Gevernment had broken its promise as to
| non-partisan administration of the license

law under the Crooks Act, and haa gener-
ally manipulated it to their political advan-
tage. _
‘ Mr. Dack said that it was quite evident
the object of the leader of the Oppesition in
bringiug ferward the motion before the
House was to manufacture thuader for the
| next election. During the last election the
crusade was against Roman Catholies, and
' | it looks that from this out the Conservative
policy is to be one ol ridienlous and uunsub-
| stauntiated criticism of the license law.
i { Mpr. Ballantyne maintained that the Crooks
Act was the best pieceof legislationever passed |
in the House and was a credit to the Govern-
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ditlicule to make out what the policy of the »




