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THE LEGISLATURE.

MR. WATERS PROPOSITION TO AD-
ANCE MONEY TO FARMERS.

- Considering the Question of Fees for
High School Pupils—-The Anatomy
Bill Discussed--The New Coun-
ties Bill Withdrawn-—Bolil. .

ers and Engineers—
A Heavy Day's
Work,

——

Marcue13TH, 1889.

URSDAY, MARCH 14, 18

The House got through a good ‘deal of |

business to-day, dispusing of several motions

of good long standing on the order paper.
It was Government day, but the Govern.
ment allowed the private members
Occupy a good share of the sitting.

FINRST KREADINGS.

The foliowing bills were introduced aand '
. not at all an enviable one,

To amend the Public Health Act—Mr. |

read a first time : —

Gibson (Hamilton).

To amend the Liquor License Act—Mr.
(Giibson (Hamilton).

THE INACCURATE EMPIRE,

Mr. Ostrom rose to explain that he had
been misreported in The Empire of that
morniug in his remarks on the Attoruney-
General’s bill for the administration of
Justice in certain cases. He explained what
he had been reported to have said and then
what he had actually said.

THE NFW COUNTIES BILL.

The resumption of the debate om the
motion
bill respecting the formation of new counties
was first on the list of Govern.
ment orders. It was a question whether
there would be a brisk and lively debate or
whether there would be “none at all.
question was soon solved by Mr. Harvey
moving for the discharge of the order. In
doiug so he commented upon the difliculty
of preparing a bill that should commend
itself to the House, and the apparentim.-
possibility, by means of a general bill, of
submitting a scheme that would meet tne
approval of the different localities in-
terested.

Mr, Creighton thought the Commissioner
of Crown Lands was taking undue advan-
tage of the absence of the Minister of
Edueation, who, he said, should at least
have been given the opportunity of attend-
iﬂlg as chie! mourner at the funeral of the

ill.

Mr. Waters said that the bill had afiected
his constituency a good deal from quite
ouvnosite points of view, At the same time
he would have voted for the szcond reading
of the bill under certain
chief of which was that more ther a
bare majority woulid be required to justify
the division of a county under the provis-
jions of the bill. However, as the Govern-
ment was not going on with the bill, it was
useless to discuss it,

The order was then discharged.

THIRD READINGS,

Mr. Field’s Lill to enable the Town aof
Cobourg to aid the Cobourg, Blairton and
Marmbia, or the Cobourg, Northumberland
& Pacil.e railway, or other railroud, was
road a aird time after it had been amgnded,
on mesion of Mr., Gibson [Hnmiltnn)t,au as
to make it read ‘‘to aid certain railwuys.”

The Attorney-General’s bill to enforce
orders under the Aci respecting masters
and servants, was read a third ti ne.

Mr. Meredith's bill respecting the Lon-
don Street Railway Company was alse
read a third time,

SECOND READING,

Mr. Gibson moved the second reading of
the bill to amend the Division Courts Act
and brietly explained it.
carried without discussion,

LOANS TO FARMERS,

ME. WATERS' SCHEME TO ENABLE THE GOV-
ERENMENT TO LEND MONEY,

Mr. Waters moved as follows :—

That in the opinion of this Housc the time
has come when the Government.of this Prov-
ince should submit a measure for the approval
of this Assembly, having for its object the pro-
curing of money from the capitalists of Great
Britain upon the security of Provineial bonds
or otherwise bearing interest at 34 or 4 per cent.
Said money to be advanced to the farmers of
this Province to enable them to pay off existing
mortgages at a vory slight advance over first
oost and not more than would cover the neces-
sary expense of snch loans ; the farmns to be the
security for the money advanced, nnd the same
to be renaid in such manner as may be devised.

Mr. Waters called the atteution of the
House to the Trade and Navigation Returns
to show the impertance of agriculture to
the Province, it being a well-known fa

to
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The motion was |

' ment felt that they were doing good work

|  accede to this proposition ? By reducing

under such circumstances?

, for thia purpose in the hands of farmers.
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i rgwed monoy at four per it o

that agricultural products formed three- bonds and debentures in the English mar-
fourths of the exports of Ontario. It is ||| ket. Money borrowed at four per cent. 1n
found that there are loan companies that |’ England would cost four and a half per
charge exorbitant :rates of interest, and if ' cent. here. Then -there was the cost of
their dividends were examined it would be | i janepement of loaning this money end
found that the farmers are paying at least | | oollecting interest: They muss allow at
7 per cent. for the money h““““ﬂd,by them | | Jeast one per cent. for these expenses, and
for legitimate improvements on their farms. faat brought the money up to a cost of five
Returns show that rentals only amount to ' and 8 half per cent., which would be the
} per cent., and if money is at the rate of | 4 owest at which it could be loaned to the
7 per cont. how can the farmer P""‘E’r ' farmers. Now the rates asked at present
The speaker | , were from six to six and a half per cent., 80

did not anticipate that if the Goverument | i that the loan companics were only making »
were to borrow money on the lines of his | | peofit at present of from a half to one aud
motion there would be more difficulty, or | | gne and & half per cent. Therefore, were

i
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even as much as that which resulted from the Province inclined to go iunto the
the municipal loan fund. Cheap mouney, | | suggested scheme, the difference to
he maintained, would be the means of | | the furmers that should accept the

qatning an influx of farmers to the Province.
‘armers in past years were paying, in many
cases, 11 per cent. for their money,
but that bejpg at a time when high
prices prevailed, the agricultural industry
might not sufifer under such adverse cir-
cumstances ; but now, with reduced prices
for cereals, the pogtion of the Farmer was
If a change
does not take place thousands of farmers
will leave the Province for other districts
where they may make a better living. If
the Government were to carry out the prin-
cipie embodied in the motion, farmers
would be able to wipe cut an indebtedness |
of $2,000 in eighteen years by paying 4 per
cent. interest. By a judicious lending of
the money the Government would be guard-
ed against any difficulties in the line of
collecting the sums lent. Ho felt satisfied
there was mno measure that would
give such satisfaction to the farmers as
that which would enable themn to get their
money ot a cheap rate of interest. The
loans could be made on the same principle
as the present municipal loans in the case
of drainage debentures, etc., and the
scheine could be made absolutely safe by
making a rule not to leid more than fifty
or sixty per cent. of the value of the farms

| aid of it would after all be very inconsider-
‘able. But he did not believe that Ontario
~or any other Province that attempted to
borrow one or two hundred millions of dol-
lars on such a scheme as this would get the
'money at four por cent. Altogether the
schome was not nearly as favorable in its
' details as the hon. gentleman had suggest.
ed. As to the ten to twelve per cent. divi-

" dends which Mr. Waters said some of the
loan companies were paying, the treasurecr
pointed out that when money was dear these
companies nade large profits and accuma-
lated large reserves. These reserves, in
some cases as large as the capital iusel,
now go out on loan, and have to be taken
into consideration when the dividend 1s
spoken of. Their effect is to reduce the
actual dividends paid to the shareholders
in thege companies to about 6 per cent. He
doubted if some of thein paid as much as
6 per cent. He thought the farmers them-
selves would hardly approve of such a
scheme as that suggested by Mr. Waters,
and pointed out that at the last meeting of
the Farmers’ Institute it had been received
with little favor. The House shouid be
very chary of expressing an approval of

- such a scheme,

*  Mr. Blyth inteuded at an earlier part of

ring. iced that si he : ‘ :

}’;flm;,:ig thikalﬂ Ill:"::i::“":d 54 p:{::;a = the session o ?u. a r_ml;m§ on th‘arurdﬁr
C 2 of Pein Bt © Oomuter | paper tle very upl?lf:alte of taat given y

— g : 2 Y |  the member for North Middlesex. So far
llw.d' | tdnt:rm}nedf o pf”“u::l h the . as he knew the [eeling of the farmers, he
o R seviuaeh b meeiking | | S R e
that he had nothing to say against the loan S SEWS. g ﬂpiﬂe} v ¢ ‘r. A~ ‘ :’
societies, but he did not see why the Gov- [ MR- WWEVAE, Ehe SRS

. b ' | such a policy as would give municipalities
erninont could not go to (reat DBritain or P y h I

|\ a fund where they might invest their
anywhere else and get money at a rate that moneys with safety. There was no reason
would enable them to lend it to farmers at

why the Government shounld not borrow
:gupd deal lower rato than that now ob. money from the municipalities insteaxl of
aining.

. ; . . going to England. Such a course would
The hon. Treasurer, in replying, said he ¥ E ? ULt

et : e : save townships
was willing to edmit the good intentions of P

. 108508
the mover of the resolution. His desire : A\ " e A\ s
was that the farmer should be enabled to Mr. Gibson (Huron) chaffed Mr. Bly

o : with leading the House to believe that ti .
Lorrow money at low rates. Tue question

— i LR 1 1 S farmers of this country were sufiering frc
4 WRASRAr RIS oDject wou )6 aciileved | g plethora of money. (Laughter.) He th.
»y means of the present scheme. Mr. .

J : . : went to state that tl ition of
\Vaters had himself admitted that there . e that the proposition of 1

might be objections ruaised against his
scheme, He admitted that there might be
o return of some of the difficulties connected
with the old municlpal loan fund., 'Those
diffienlties would, in fact, return
with tem-fold force. Under that fund the
Government had dealt with municipalities
and wero more at liberty to deal with these
and other corporations than they would be
to deal with individual farmers. lmagine
the Government calling in a mortgage for
money loaned a farmer, and compelled to
piut his farm in the hands of the sheriff, |
dir. Waters' scheme would place the loan-
ing power of the Province practically in the

hands of the Government, because th_cy-
could naturally compete successfully with |
othec parties leaning money. Would thm.I
(lovernment Lo wise to take up the whole |
business of loaning money on real estate T |
The old municipal loan fund was for the

" a municipal 'oan fund muddle tenfold.
a meeting held in his constituency lately he
told his followers the course he intended ftc
pursue, believing that mno
should be given such a power as would b.
granted if Mr. \Waters’ motion were er
dorsed by the House; and if he wonld nc’
even trust a Reform Government with sui .

sarvatives in such a matter,
Mr. Waters regretted the Governmen®
did not

which he gave during the last twelve

If he did not he might have more coufi-
dence in what they did there. He moved
the discharge of the order.

SURVEYS IN KENNEREQ.

purpose ol enabling  improvements turn “f_ “”Pi‘-'-“ _“f all cor respondence and
of great public boneit to be under- | Orders in Council relating to the re-survey
taken—cases in which the Goverument ot t!m Township of kennebec, in the Csuovy
could very freely come in and assisy of Frontenac. Also,ofnll correspondence be.
the municipalitics. The scheme under tween all members and oflicers of the Gov-

ernment and L. D. Williams or auy one on
his behalf ip reference to the sale to him of
lot No. 11 in the 4th concesgion of Kenne-
bee, or as to issue of a patent therefor.
- Also, copies of all correspondence relating
. to the timber license granted for the land or
the rights of the limit holder thereunder.
~ After a few remarks fromn the mover and

But would it be a great public benetit for | certain satisfactory expianations from Mr.
" the Government to encourage farmers to | Hardy, the motion was allowed to pass.

go into debt, as they would do were they to I WO .AN SUFFRAGE.

, : l The House did ¢ seemn to show much
" tiie rate of interest they would be encourag- | gyinpathy for vhe ollowing motion ofiered
‘ ing farmers to borrow more monecy. There

: \ by Mr. Garson :— .
" was another thing to be considered. It wWas ' “ppae i the opinion of this House it is ex-

| to be doubted very muluh if the ucﬁam; in | vgdicnl to extond to married \;‘umen. Pua?sscd
nestion would, after all, very much reduce | ol the nocossary properiy or IRCOIS iuatiiica-
‘ :.li:e rate of interest paid by tarmers. Mr. ' tion, tho right of voling at municipal eloc-

\Waters had referred to the societies who are HORS.
. . 1 T .
doing the bulk of the business of lending | There were numerous cries of *‘ with-

which the Government at present lent money
to'municipalities ou drainage debentures also
was calculated to  promote public in-
terests. The importance of drainage was
recognised by every farmer, and the Govern-

in enabling municipalities to place mouney

cent. on their

especially from serions

' member for North Middiesex would lead to
r_ -
ali

Governmeus |

powers, much less could he trust the Con-,
give the matter that consideratior |

months, As to the Farmers’ Institute, he’
knew how thoso things were worked there. |

Mr. Miiler moved for an address for & re

-—

|

raw” and calls for *“ yeas aud nays,” es-



