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THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE BILL DIS-
CUSSED ALL DAY,

! It 13 Lost by an Overwhelming Major-

ity,Twice as Large as thatof Last
Session—Admirable Speeches
by idessrs. VVaters, Drv-
den and Hardy,
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FEBRUARY 27, 1889.

As soon as the House was opened to-day
a lively scene occurred in the galleries, the
corridors from 2 o’clock having been crowd-
ed with ladies and others interested in Mr.
Waters’ bill giving the Parlismentary fran.
chise to widows and spinsters, All the
members were in their seats and so far as a
crowded House was concerned the Assembly
presented in the galleries and otherwise the
most animated phases of tho session, The
ladies listened with rapt attention to the
introductory part of the afternvon’s work,

but at the same time they eagerly scaoned |
- the faces of members believed to be opposed
to the granting of the suffrage to the women |
dhey all looked with more |

ol Ontario.
than usual interest to Mr. Waters when he
rose to move the second reading of the bill,

The following were nwnoticed in the
Speaker's gallery :—Mrs. Dr. Parker, Mrs.
Curzon, Mrs, Spencer, Mrs. Watkins, Mrs,
W. B. Hamilton, Mrs. J. Scholes, Mrs.
Taylor, Mrs. Dr. Clark, Mrs. and Miss
Watts, Mrs. S8, Croix, Dr. Stowe-tiullen,
Mrs, Cross, Mra. Colin Skinner, Miss Roze,
Miss Teskey, Miss Sanderson, Mrs. Moore,
Mrs., Flynu, Mrs. Pariow, Miss Beaty, Mrs,
Thos. Cook, Miss Lucy Sanderson, Mrs.
Hughes, Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Lynn, Mrs,
Hirschberg, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Dance, Mrs,
J. Cowan, Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Jarman, Mrs,
D. V. Lucas, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Dr."Shaw,

{ Mrs. Powell, Murs, Silas James, Mrs. Mills,

Mrs. Dr. Emory, Mrs, Dr. Seigley, Miss
McMester, Miss Sparrow, Miss Macdonnell,
Mrs. J. :'ipu_ucc.

Before the bill was taken up the follow-
ing routine matters were disposed of :—

FIRST READINGS,

The following bills were read a first
time:—

To amend the Ontario Election Act—Mr.
Conmee,

To amend the Division Courts Act—Mr,
Conmee.

To amend the Municipal Act—Mr., Gar-

, son.

To amend the Division Courts Act—Mr.
Gibson (Hamilton).

To amend the Municipal
Clancy.

UNITED STATES PRISON LABOK

Mr. Balfour moved for an order of the
House for a return of a copy of any report
made to the Government by the Prison In-

Al:l':*""MI'.

spector and the warden of the Contral

|

-

e =

Prison of the result of their inquiries during
the past vear relating to prisoun labor in the
United Statea, 1le motion carried with-
out discussion.
WOMAN SUFFRAQGH.
A LIVELY DEBATE OVER M. WATERS' WELL-
KNOWN BILL.

Then came Mr. Waters' bill., He rose
amid a hearty burst ol applause, for the
member for North Middlesex is well liked
in the House, and his earnestuess and sin.
gerity in any cause go without saying. T'he
houn. gentieman first pointed out that the
present bill and that f'f last year dilieced in
regard to the qualifications required for
voters. Last year the qualifications requic.
ed in the bill were the s:me as those requir-
ed of male voters. This year the bill

I.ugglﬂibﬂd that the l|llaliliu1tiuuﬂ required

from widows and unmarried women to en-
' able them to vote for representatives in the

Local House should be the same as those
required from them in voting at muuicipal
elections. Mr. Waters pointed out that
the qllEHl‘iml of woman suﬂragu Wii not a
new one even in this House, also that

it had made imnnense strides ur.
ing recent years. He referred par.
ticularly to the  Mother Country

and argued from the fact that the second
reading of the bill allowing woman sufirave
was defeated in 1884 in the British Par!in
ment only by a wmajority of 16, and that it

asged safely through the same stage in
1885, thatv it will in a very few years become
jaw in the British Isles. The Iste of Mun
was quoted as a place where woman sufirage

to the full extent worked Hﬂ.tiﬂ.l‘nutur!ly,

Numerous fucts were given to show that
gimilar prngre.u-a,d been made in
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| neighboring Republic, and that in ‘hose
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the. = Jumes' Budget not long ago. As he sad

States in which woman suffrage partly pre-
vailed, Maine and Wyomiog for instance,
it was very popular, and sup
very thoroughly by publie opinion.
speanker traced the history of the cause in
the lLocul Legislature, enumerating the
various bills that had been iutroduced in
favor of it, and claiming that here, too, it
had made substantial progress. There had
been numerous petitions in favor of it, aund,
go far as he was aware, not a siugle one
against it, ‘I'here had been many evidences
of public sympathy with it, and none, he
claimed, against it. 1t had been kept con-
tinually before the House. Almost the only
arguments used against it were that public
sentiment was ar yet hardly educated
up to the requisite standard. Why, only
the other day, when the large deputation
that waited on the Government in regard to
this question had given their arguments in
favor of it, the Attorney-General himself
had to confess that he was utterly unable to
answer them. There was something in
this, he insisted, amid the applause and
laughter of the House. Mr. Waters was
proceeding to show the prominent position
occupied by women in the religious and
educational system of the country, when he
received an interruption ot a nature
no less ploasant than strange. A page
stepped up to him just as bhke was
asking, * What do we do with women
in our churches 7 and  presented
the speaker with a very charming bouquet.
To say that the hon. gentleman was “‘taken
by surprise’ i to use a hackneyed phrase to
convey a tremendous fact, He was struck
dumb, and when speecli came to him ufter
the cheers of thie entire House had subsided
his voice was weak with emotion but his
face radiant with happiness as he mur-
mured, amil rencwed applause and laugh-
ter, ‘“I'hat beautiful bouguet.” He turned
then to the Attoruey-(rencral and professed
his willinguess to surrender to him this
same charming beuquet if be would only
rise in his place and promise to vote for wo-
man sullrage. But the Attorney-General
sut still and silent, and Mr, Fraser said re-
proachiully, **That is not galiant.” So Mr.
Waters kept his bouquet and coutinued his
speech a few minutes lenger, priucipally by
expanding the points given asbove,

AGAINST THE EIIlL.L,
MR. DRYDEN OPPOSES THE BILL FROM
BEGINNING TO THE END,

Mr, Dryden, in a quiet but well-argued
and very thoughtful speech, expressed his
regret that the question was again and
again pressed on the attention of the House
by the member for North Middlesex, and,
especially so, that the bill was chauging its
form. He took exception to singling out
two classes of woinen for the franchise, and
for that, among other reasons, he would
oppose the bill before the House., The
women of the country do not demand the
Parliamentary franchise, he contended.
The speaker would go farther in saying
that the vast majority of the women of the
Province are opposed to the bill of the
member for North Middlesex. Except on
rare occasions it would be difficult to in-
duce women to go to the polls to exercise
the irauchise. Women do not as a
pay much attention to politics, and no law
piaced on the statute book would have any
eflect unless bucked up by publie senti-
meut. Iven if Prohibition were carried by
the vote of women it would be
a dead letter on the statute book if mnot
supporied by the men voters of the country,

THE

How could a minority of men
women compel a majority of men (o'
given law? “The hon. gentleman br |
numerous passages of Scripture to his ol \
show that God did notintend women to ru
men. He dwelt on the virtues
women, claimed that tiaey
ed with great benelit upon men, perhaps
even more so than at present. Theso
virtuea would be detracted from by the ine
tervention of women in ail the atfairs of
men. Women would become *"inore mane
lv.” not at nil an end to be desired. He
insisted also that the innare modesty of the
majority of the best class of women would
not allow them to take advantage of woman
sufirage, but that it would make more
prominent the  worse  rather than
the better class of women, Amid a
encecession of ““ Hear, hear's” from the
leader of the Opposition, and a ripple of
applause here and there, Mr. Dryden
argued further that the passage ot the bill
would have the eflect of advancing still a
step further the present tendency to lessen
the comfort and happiness of home life, and
concluded by reading an article strongly
opposing woman snifrage, written by Mrs,
Linton and appearing in the Nt,
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uwﬂ' he renounced @ 0 *_....t' " .|.
- bougnets froin the ladies in the House. He

received, however,
applause,
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a tremendous round of

THE LEGISLATIVE HUMORIST.

ported A THE MEMBER FOR KINGSTON STRONGLY s5UP«

The :

PORTS THE ElLL.

Mr. Metcalfe made one of his character-
istic speeches, and the sides of the gravess
member of the House, whoever that may
be, must have ached from laughter as the
hon. gentleman talked. It can hardly be

' said that he presented any very strong

argumentsone way or the other, or that his
arguments succeeded each other very logi.
cally. But that they were put comically
there can be no doubt. For instance, he
believes in suffrage for widows and spinsteyy
but not for married women, because hia
wife would probably vote against him, and
he would not like that. But he would like
to give his widew & respectable position in
society, and give her a vote just s he
would invest in an insurance policy. The
possession of a vote, 100, might enable his
widow more easily to get another good man
for a husband. Incidentally, then, the
member for Kingston wandered off intoa
criticism of the Attorney-General's patri
otic speech at the recent Board of Trade
banquet. MHe complimented him on the
same, and told him that those were his
gentiments also, and so long as the Attor.
ney-General continued to hold them iy
would be very hard to * knock himi out,®
This sentiment the House seemed heartily
to endorse. Mr. Metcalfe recurred then
again  to  ‘‘ the woman question,” as
he put it, and referring to the Scriptural
quotations of Mr. Dryden, said he knew
very weil the writings of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and Johu, and there wasnt a word in
them against woman sufirage. Kventually
the hon. gentleman dropped Into poetry,
and quoted some verses written by lis
friend Charlie Green, which he sald were
worth all the articles Mrs. Lynn Linton
ever wrote. 'The verses brought down the
House, the climax being reaciied when the
hon. ~gentieman recited the following
verse :—
If you want a real good time with your wives
and bonny daughiers,
With Mrs. Rockwell pull an oar in the bont
that's steercd by Waters ; . :
And when vou meet with Mr, Waters give his
hand a shake
And ask him how he's getting on,and what he's
coing to take,

Mr. Metcalfe conciuded his speech by
pointing to Queen Victoria as an example of
the ability of women to take an active pard
in the aflairs of nations.

Mr. Graham said that so long as he was
in the House the bill would receive his sup-
port, believing that women were entitied to
the franchise, and what they would exercise
it in the interests of the country.

Mr. Lees opposed the meazure because
women do not want the franchise. The
(Qucen, to be sure, was at the head of the
Imperial Government, but it ought to be
remembered that her policy was dictated by
males,

Mr. Armstrong argued that nothing was
advanced by the opponents of the bill to
convince him that woman suffrage, o8
proposed, should net hecome law.

Dr. Gilmour did 1 . ¢ think that the inters
ests of the Province would be consulted by
allowing the bill to paas,

Hon. A. M. Ross explained the reasons
why he would oppose the bill, although he
voted for the bill iutroduced by the meme
ber for North Middiesex last session. He
thought it was inconsistent with the none

| property qualification proposed under the

Manhood Suilrage Act, although otherwise
he felt quite in sympuathy with the idea of
extending the rights of womeu in the direo
tiou proposed by the bill.

Mr. G. B Smith favored the principle of
‘womanhood suffrage, but did not approve
of married women being discriminated
against, They had as good a right ae
widows and spinsters to vote. He was
therciore bound to vote against the bill in
its present shape,

It being six o’clock the Speaker loft the
chair.

EVENING SESSION.
A SMALL AMOUNT OF ROUTINE BUSINKESS DIS«
POSED OF.

At ti@Q opening of the evening sitting
there were comparatively few members back
from dinner, so the House went into com-
mittee,and advanced a stage a number ol pri-
vate biils. The following bills were alse
read a second time :— 3

To incorporate the Toronte Beit Line
Railway Company—Mr. Gilmour.

To incorporate the Amherstburg, Lake
Shore & Blenheim Railway Compauy—Mr.
Baliour. |

To enable the Presbytery ‘of Guelph to
st apart for burial purposes and to sell
certain glebe lands in the Township of Puse
lineb—NMr, Guthrie.

Respecting certain property_of the P



