THURSDAY
LEGISLATURE.

INCIAL EXHIBITION GRANT
DISCUSESED.

don to Get the Benefit of the Grant
This Year, and Arter That No
Place—An Interesting Dis-
cussion on Mr, Aw-
rey's Resolu-
tion,

Fepruary 20, 1689,

This afternoon was taken up with the dis-
mesion of Mr, Awrey's resolution advocating
he withdrawal i the Provincial grant to the
Provincial Exhibition, As had been expect
id, a compromise was effected, and the
rant will be made this year, and not
mbsequently, unless, as Mr. Waters pre-
licted, the Province eventually returns to
ts old love, and epurning the corruptions
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f the side show, cries aloud for the old
Provincial Fair.

£he routine business was epeedily
Psed of,

FIRST READINGS.

@he following bills were introduced
pad a first tiine :—

To amend the Act respecting the federa-
ion of the University of Loronto and Uni-
ersity College with other universities in
pe Province—Hon. G. W. Koss,

and

To provide for the extension of the water |
St. Catharines and for |

torks of the City of
ther purposes—NMr. Garzon,

rTu amend the Assessment Act—Mr.
ell.

To amend the Agriculture and Arts Act—
fon. Mr. Drury.

Respecting the
founk,

To amend the Municipal Act—Mr, Lees.

Respecting the Town of Parkdale— Mr.
Weys, "

To protect the beaches and shores of the
‘rovince agaiust depredation—Hon, Mr.
rury.

To incorporate the Village of Sundridge—
Mr. Armstroung.

Respeciing the reference of matters to
wbitration—Mr, Conmee,

Respecting Yorkville Loopline Railway
Company—NMr. Leys.

To amend the Munhood Suflrage Act—
dr. Balfour.

To enable the Town of Drockville to raise
ertain debentures for drainage purposes—
ion. Mr. Fraser.

On motion of Hon, Mr. Fraser, the names
i Messis, Wood (Brant) and Craig were
Wded to the Committee on Public Ac-
ounts,

THE PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION,

IR, AWREY MOVES IS RESOLUTION TO
ABOLISH THE GRANT.

Mr. Awrey them moved the resolution
hat has been standing in his name since the
i1st January,
esolution brought on quite an interesting
lebate., It was as follows : —

That this House, recogniging that the Pro-
rnncial Kxhibition has in the past proved of no
Eilt‘ service o the interests of agriculture:
hat the work i1t has hitherto done is now
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wing more etfectually done by the Exhibitions !

peld in our Inrge eilies:
acl that the Provincial Exhibition
moved a tinancial failure year
renr, aggregating a loss  during
st seven years of no less a sum than
en thousand dollars, and that it meels each
fear “+i|_h but indifferent support; that the
RIrge cliles refuse to give to it their show
frounds for Exhibition purposes; that property
elonging to the Provinee, held in trust by the
oard of Agriculture, has heen mortgaged Lo
meet yearly deficits ; that the Board of Agri-
ure released a liem of four thousand doliars
peld upon the property of the Westermbair
Association, and have agreed to give tie as-
oclation a grant of one thouand dollars in ad-
Lition thereto for the privilege of holding their
Exhibitions in the City of Londonjevery fourth
Fear, and that such indications of the un-
popularity of the Provincial Kxhibition are not
:reditible to the Prowinece—is offopinion that it
would now be justitied in refusiug to give any
;nrth_v-- grants for the purpose of holdinge a
Provincial Kxhibition under tho direction and
nanagement of the Board of Agricuiture.

In speaking to his resolution, Mr. Awrey

has

repudiated any lack of sympathy with or |

‘espect for those who had hitherto had the
tonduee of the affairs of the Provincial
xhibition,
1ot from any hostility to the members of the
Agriculture sand Arts Association, but from
s honest conviction that the great
weomplished by the agency of the Exhibi-
don in years past had been overcast by
the disuppointinents of the past few Y Ours.
He had made a careful study of the history
of the Province in its connection with the
pistory of the Provincial Exhibition, 1s

.

that 1o view of the !

alter |
Lhe .

I'he action he was taking was |

good |

was a most interesting study. "Whe growth
of the Province was of a nature to reflect
great credit upon the people of Outario, and
the origination and deveiopment of the
Provincial Exhibition had been intimately |
sonnected therewith, The hon. member then |
srocecded to discuss the origin and growtn
of the Exhibition, This part of his speech |
was full of interesting facts and figures,and
was treated in a very able manner. The
first Ioxhibition was held in 1844, at the City
of Toronto, and so scarce was then the
stock of the Proviuce, and so difficult the
means of approaching Toronto, that the
potal of euntries of oxhibits amounted only
b0 1,150 in all classes, or less than the nums. |
i bs > of entries at the average successiul
,wnship fair at the present time. The
potal expenditure was but $1,100. The
‘Exhiiition was not aided by the Provincial
Liovernment, but was carried to a success.
‘tul termination by moucy voted by the City
ot Toronto, supplemented by private sub-
jeriptions. Mr. Awrey gave a good idea of
the interest taken in the lixhibition at the
pime, notwithetandiug its meagre appear-
ince in thelight of subsequent successes, by |
woting from contemporary jouraals a de- |
gription of the mauner in which people |
ocked in to it, coming from miles around, |
foot, on horseback, in Iumber wag- |
ms, and in every conceivable fashion,
en, taking the Iixhibition year by
sar Mr. Awrey showed how it had grown
‘importance, and year by year with 1t the |
riculture of the Province had been de.
ploped. Statistics were given to show
@ extraordinary increase of populatiou,
itivated acres, horses, cattie, swine, ete,
)@ increase of the prosperity of the Exhi-
jion continued up to 1881, but, said Mr,
Frey, aiter that date its usefulness might
Baid to have gradually declined. He did
b say that this was owing te the manage.
mt in any way. It was their misiortune
fl due to the fact that the people of On.
10 failed any longer to support the Exe
ition. The hon. member showed that
fthe five years ending in 1887 there was
accumulated deficit of $7,000 on the
vincial ikxhibition. There was no gues-
) a8 to its being a financial failure. That
mment might be met by the reply that
@8 an educator were it not for the nu-
ous other lixhibitions now held in the
il a8 well as the great centres of popula.
k. The press of the Province, Mr.
)y argned, was a univ against the con-
jance of the annual grant. * The Exhi-
n was not welcomed nnywhere, 1t had
g its way irom city to city and it was
time to put en eund to it, oniy, seeing
it use it once was to the Province, he
ted to sce it die decently. (Laughter
apnlause,)
r. Bronson moved in amendment an ad-
i acking that the sumn hitherto devoted
e DProvincial Exhibition should be |
led among the annual fairs of Luudun, :
tltbn, Kingston and Ottawa. t
@ amendment was negatived without a

Mr. Drury had no fault to find
ir. Awrey's general conclusions, but

ied himself with pointiug out that
r the Governimnent had contracted
jement with the City of London,
substantially that the Proviucial |
should be held there in the fall |
nder these |
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circumsiances the |
ad placed $£10,000, ns useual,
Of this sum 86,000 would
pses other than that of tbe
¥l ved the wmendment
of the resolution so that it should not apply
to the year 1839, Aside from this there
was no objection to the resolution on the
part of the Government. If the Exhibition
had to be buried,let it be buried at London.

(Laughter and applause.)

Mr, Awrey thought there was no reason
why he should not accept the amendment if
the facts were as stated by the Minister of

- Agriculture and allow the Kxhibition to be
~held oneyear more and buried thuszat Londou.

Mr. Bishop, whose name had been Fiven as
the seconder of the original resolution, rose
at this point, and amid some ironical laugi:-
ter from the Opposition, said he knew there |
was a *““ nigger in the fence” somewhere. |
ll_u protested against Mr, Awrey's allowing
his resolution to be changed, and said ho
would not take the respounsibility of second-
ing it in its amended shape,

Thereupon Hon. Mr, Fraser moved,
seconded by Hon, Mr. Drury, the amend-
ment of the original resolution by taking
out the words ** would now be justified,” in
the latter part of the resolution, and sub- |
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stituting the words *“ will be justified in re-
fusing after the present year,”

Mr. Waters thought it would be better
for the Provineinl Exhibition to lie quiet,
atter the present year, for a while; but he !
Wus as Lrmly convinced as that he stood
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