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f’;“- vinces would ask an eqWMvalent, l!a sa

this was preposterous and inadmissible.
‘Ountario and Quebec do nov ask this as a
rant or a favor. We claim it as a right
ue tous by the Dominion, including the

' other Provinces, for which they have re-
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ceived full value,

They have had the use

of our money for twenty years. All we

claim is that for the use of that money in-
terest at five per cent. shall be added yearly
to the balance at our credit—bearing in-
terest. Outario will never consent to bribe
the other Provinces with her own money to
secure her just rights, Ii any idea of open-
ing a way to make grants to the other
Provinces at our expense is at the
bottom of this strange vroceeding, |
can only say for myseli—and I think I
express the sentiments of the people of
Outariv—I would wuot accept our claim
upon such conditions, Now, Mr. Speaker,

my justification for referring to this ques- !

tion at such length is that it is a serious
question for Ontario. It involves a diller-
ence of nearly a million dollars to the ro-
vince. The difference according to the new
accounts submitted, as they make them up
on their plan of five per cent. simple inter-
est, shows a loss to the Provinceof $857,000
as compared with their own accounts as
formerly rendered. Ontario will never con-
sent to this injustice, She has right, justice
aud equity in demanding that the agree-
ment of 1882 should be carried out in good
faith, and I very much misjudge the

ple of Ontario if they do not unanimous-
y, irrespective of party, insist on its fulfil.
ment. ut, he asked, if, after all, the
Dominion was not legally bound by the
agreement ot 1882, why should they
ask us to accept simple 5 per cent.
per cent. was the legal rate
where no law existed for another rate ? If

the Dominion Government considered that
the Provinces were liable to pay 6 per cent.

on sums in arrears due to individuals, was
not that Government liable to pay to the
Provinces 6 per zent. on sams they had

withheld from them ? If we had to submit, |

it was only because the old law that
“might is right” occasionally ob.
tained. Continuing, Mr. Ross said :—
Although this extraordinary position taken

the Finance Minister has prevented a

final settlement being arrived at, still

SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE
towards it. 1 may say we have practically
settled the old Province of Canada aceount.

I have previously informed the House that

the Treasurers contended that the effects of

the Acts of 1873 and 1834 was to cancel the

surplus debt of $10,506,088 with which

Ontario and Quebec had under the B. N. A,
Act entered the Dominion, and upon which
we had been charged interest ; in other
words, we contended that the Dominion by

e —vlii—

those Acts assumed that surplus debt as

at the date of Confederation.
1873 assumed the principal, the Act of 1884
gave us the interest. It was agreed av the
conference that our contention should

The Act of |

¥

~ | be carried out in the accounts and that
. | the debt with which Ontario and Quebec
- | jointly should be entitled to enter Confed-
| eration should be placed in the accounts av
- | 873,006,088 instead of $62,500,000 as in the
- | former accounts. As the amount of liabili- '
ties assuined by the Dominion according to
the balance sheet of 1st July, 1867, was
e-‘m,m,sa’z, the old Province really in

| the amended accounts enters Confederation
: Bh & credit balance of $771,501 82. This
| arrangement simplitied the setticment very
| greatly. Asthe Dominion, having assumed
‘all Bhe suma charged agninst the old Pro-

@ up to 1873, the Provinces had no
juterest in examining into their correctness.
Ve fore accepted them as correct and

# @cded to the examination of the charges

. 1875 to the present time. Somo
: ions were made, and this braach

of accounts with the excep-

i four orj five items, was settled and

9l to by all parties, 1 ain sorry that
Megotiations that were opened with

|G for an arbitration to adjust some
E |o in connection with this settlement
in which the two Provinces have adverse

) have fallen through for the pres-
appears that some misunderstind-

taken place as to what was uunder-

stood At a personal conference with Mr.,

1 and his Treasurer. Mr., Mowat,
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mysedk and other members of the Govern.

erstood that the land improve.
ind particularly was to be relerred,
I as the interest on the Common
fund and other matters. Mr.
| p, it fappears, understood that the
ntepest on the Common school fund only
vay be reierred. To show clearly
our understanding was, it was
to the House last session
land  iwprovement fund
: referred, and we 1took
jn the Act providing tor the arbitra.

~ the

“matters. Mr. Mercier only asked from

the Londoun Asylum last year.

) refer this question and all other |

' 1008 ot $127,050.
- duction,
- with sessional writers,
- there was some littie Increase in that,

' * - -
- year they asked §508,072.

- pended last year,
. to the increase which had taken place from
‘year Lo year

064,

Legislature power to reter the Common
school fund. It is unfortunate that this
ditference has arisen, as it would be much
Letter to settle all these matters by a
friendly arbitration than to have recnurse

' to law. As Quebec has refused to arbitrate,

[ think the Dominion should zredit the
amount to Ontario and charge the jold
Province of Canada, as I requested them to
do three years ago, leaving Quebec to con-
test the charge, if so inclined. The
Dominion has in other matters assumed
to settle claims agaiust the old Province
of Canada without reference to the Pro-
vinces, and I think she would have u better
justification in this, the equitable cinim of
the municipalitiez being so strong. Coming
to other matters, he said he supposed the
House would be pleased to learn that the
Province nad Yeen successtul, so far, at any
rate, in its
SUIT WITH THE INSURANCE COMPANIES

to recover the losses sustained by fire at
1he House

was informed last session that of the come.
panies interested 24 resisted, while ouly
$wo acknowledgel, the liability, and judge
ment had been given in favor of the Pro-
vince. Most of them were aware that in
accordance witih the announcement made
lust yeur all policies were allowed tur.!}.'.pit'ﬂ.
Since then fice had taken place at the Agri-
cultural College, which had involved the
Province in a loss of $20,000, and some
might think that the act.on taken was not
justiied or profitable. But they had an
experience of seventeen vears in insurance
betore coming to that conclusion, During
those sevenieen years toey had paid in
premiums  $133,854 and had onily re.
ceived $77,965, and there was a bal.
ance , of prolit to the insurance
companies of 555,851, He thought that an
expericnce of 17 years was a precvy faie
test, and it clearly demonstrated that fop
the Province insurance wuas unprofitable.
He would not for & moment say that it was
not wise for an individual to insure, but
the Governmnens, having its risks scattered
over the whole Province here and there,
was not in the same position. No loss the
Government could sustain b'r fire would ine

voive ruin, as it might in the casc of
an  individual,  Therefore they had
undertaken to run their own risks,

Soeveral large mercantile establishments did
it ou the same ground—that they could
allord to take the riek just as wall as the
isurance companies could.  If this Govern.
ment bad renewed fthieir risks they would
have had to ask the Jouse tor a vote of
$02,000. Then he found the mnajority of
the States of the Union generally insure
their own publie buildings, and he instanced
among them  Michigan, Main, Illinois,
Indiaua, New York and Ohio, and he
thoaghrt the experience of the Provinee had
Justitied the course they had taken. Com-
g to tie
ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE

for the present year, for civil Government
they asked $212,045. 1t was an increase

Capparently oi $13,000, but hon. gentlemen
s would see
~from agriculture to civil government, come

the expenditure was transferred

prising the salaries and expeuses of the staif

of the Minister of Agriculture, formerly
called the Bureau of luuustries. He was
now u Minister under the ecivil gov
ernment, and it was proper to
transfer the expenditure to ecivil

goverument, Then for le_islation they
asked #120,050, against an expenditure in
They were making a rce
would be seen, in connection
As to printing bilis,
That

not control,

it

was something they eould

:- unless a member were only allowed to make

one amendment to the law In each year,

Then for adminisiration of jusiice they
asked $365,5316, ugainst an expenditure
last year of $3575.958. For education

the expenditure last year was 8579,465. On
account of litigation they spent 821,163,
whereas they ouly estimated 812,000, This
They had to
put someching in for that purposze this year
again, i For publie institutions’ muintenance
they asked 730,004, against §721,602 ex-
He bad already referred

in that connection. Then
for immigration they were only asking
$6,850. Last year they expended $6,952.

, For agricuiture they estimated $142, 287,

against an expenditure last year of $137,
1The increase in this case was in con-
nection with the Iixperimental Farm and
the loss caused by fire last year. The re-
ulmiudur of the items presented little occa,
slon for comment,
ESTIMATED RECEIYTS.
The speaker then discussed his estimate

of the receipts for the coming year, which
are as follows :—

2
| Woods and forests., 1,000

! Public Institutions—

e ——

ESTIMATED RECEIFTS.
mg‘gu:leing are the mlm-.ud_ receipts for
- A
Interest on capital
held and debls due
by the Dominion te
CRERTID. . o 0o o5 s0s .

Interest on Invest-
et e R

$1,196,872 80

$279,111 10
50,000 00

—

Crown Lands Depart. 329,111 10

ment-—

Crown lands........ § 83

Clergy lands......... 5,

Common school lands

Grammur school
!HIHI.:E ..............

1,100,000 6

Toronto Lunalic Asy-
BRI o 4 b s 20 5 0 2.6 0o Sin

PR 2 av et sttt
Kingston
Asylum
Hamilton
RN L e e s nd e
Orillia Lunatic Asy-
R S
Reformatory for Fe-
T o SRR RS
Reformatory for Boys
Central Prison.......

97,250 00

22 020 00
34.000 00
260,000 00
75,000 00
3,000 U0

20,000 00
£50 00

185,000 00
3,000 00

Iiducation Depart-

llllllllllllllll

Law stamps
Algoma taxes....... .
Drainage assess-

IR i aiin 565 ciim s
Municipal loan fund

Torento Asylum
IRREAR. .50 o v

Insurancecompanies’
assessmoents..... -
Assossment of coune
ties re removal of

lunatics.... ....... . 6,000 00

$3.332,083 90

It was possible, said Mr, Ross, that the
Dominion might reduce the interest paid
by it to Outario, but otherwise the first
items wonld be unczharged from previous
vears, 1ne Commissioners of the Crown
Lands Department authorised him te
estimate §$1,100,000 from that department,
in which he beliecved there would be
$14C,000 of unpaid bonuses of 1837, The
receipts from the Education Department
were estimated at less than those of last

. year, because of the transfer of the exami-

nations of candidates to committees, This
would be a saving of expense, but would
cause a slight decrease in the Government’s
revenue. In the matter of licenses
the estimate was put at $260,000. Of this
amount $240,000 was expected to come
from old license districts, and the other
$20,000 from any of the counties in which
the Scott Act might bLe repealed during the
year, it being reascnable to count on soine
thing in this respect in view of the incidents
of last year. The income derivable from
the sale of asylum lands, it might be urged,
should not be counted as ordinary expendj-
ture, but he thought the House would
Z2mit the advisability of this in
view of the fact that the money was to be
applied in the manner mentioned earlier in
his speech. The total estimated receipts
amounted to £3,332,065; the total esti-
mated expenditure to £3,211,818 55, leaving
a balance of $120,165 55 on ordinary expens
diture. But in addition to this the Gov-
ernment had to pay $247,982 on account of
railway certificates, and $54,200 on accoung
of annuities, which would, taking only the
above figures into account, leave a de.
ficiency in the revenune of $180,017.
They must, however, bear in mind the
deposit of $620,944 in the banks, If this
suggested deficiency were prevented by
taking the necessary amount from the de-
posit there would stiil be left a deposit at
the banks of $448,927 to the good in cash,
*“*Now, Mr. Speaker,” continued the
Treasurer, *‘I have  presented to
the House a  financial statement
of the year and ofi the antici-
pated transactions of the future. We
have for a good many years heard an.
nual homilies upon the necessity of strin-
gent economy, and predictions that the
Province was rapidly noaring, if it had not
already reached a position when it would
heve to borrow to meet its ordinury expen.
ditare or resort to direct taxation. Wig
have recoguised the necessity for economy
and have accepted in gooud part the
rather gloomy and dark.colored pictures of
approaching ruin, which no doubt with the
been held up tous |
perhaps, some-
t thought those picturcs, over-
d that the inauguration of the
member for Toronto has sometimes
shese with a grntﬂlqllﬂﬂoﬁ
of the pencil of a Dore. “ﬂl
that we have ourselves fre- |
quently felt a good deal of difficulty 1n
resisting the demand for new expen-

« | ditures pressed upon the Governinant -
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