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_WEDNESDAY.

HE LeGISLATURE.

HE HOUSE DIVIDES FOR THE FIRST
TIME THIS SESSION.

——

The Subject Merely a Matter of Detail
~Several Important Reports Pre-
sented — The Public Ac-
counts—Niagara Park
Commissioners
Report.

Feprvuary 12th, 1£39.
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ane first division of the session 18 over
and the Government is still safe, The

matter voted on was not a very ilmportant |

oue, being merely a point of detail in con-
nection with Mr. Fraser's bill to amend the
Voters’ List Act. 'I'he division, of course,

was forced by Mr. Meredith, The ounly

other incident that (liat'.itiglﬂi'h""l the sitting |

of the afternocon was the exceedingly large |
number of bills introduced.
FIRST READINGS.

The following bills were introduced and
read a first time :—

To authorise the Supreme Court of
Judicature for Ontario to admit George
McGregor Gardiner to practice as a solici-
tor—Mr. Leys,

To authorise the Supreme Conrt of Judi-
cature for Untario to admit William Walter
Pope to practice in said court as a solicitor.

Respecting whe City of Torouto—Mr. E.
F. Clarke.

Relating to the Land Security Company
- Mr. Leys,

To enable the trustees under the will of
the late Houn. James Morris to sell real
estate— Mr. Fraser.

To amend the Line Fences Act—Mr,
Freeman.

Respecting the City of Ottawa—Mr.
Bronsou.

To iuunrpnm:a the Waterloo Junctiun
Ruilway Company—Mr. Master.

To enable the City of Ottawa to issue de-

bentures for wuter-works and other pur-

Mr. Bronson.

pO!El

To contirm the title of the Corporation of i

the County of York to the York roads and
the surveys thereof —Mr. G. B. Smith,

Te amend the Ditches and VWatercourses
Act—Mr. Whitney.

To amend the Ilection Act—Mr. Whit.

ney. |

To amend the Act respecting seduction
- Mr. Whituey.
To amend

Wylie,
To incorporate the Town of Bracebridge
and for other purposes—>Mr. Murter,
Respecting municipal fire iusurance—
Mr. Suider.

the Municipal Act—NMr.

To enable the Presbytery of Guelph to |

set apart for burial purposes and seil cer-
tain glebe lands in the Township of Puslinch
—Mr. Guthrie.

To couselidate the debt of the Town of

Amherstburg—Mr. Balfour.

To simplify the sale of property heid in
trust for the Church in the diocese of To-
ronto—Hon. Mr. Hardy.

Respecting the formation of new coun-
ties—Hon. Mr. Hardy.

To amend the Pharmacy Act—Houn., Mr,
Gibson.

To amend the Ditches and \Watercourses
Act—Mr. Clancy.

Respecting the supply of electrie light for
the Town of Woodstock—DMr. Harcourt.

Respecting the London Street Railway
Company—Mr. Meredith,

To authorise the Synod of the disocese of
Huron to sell certain lands—NMr. Meredith,

To amend the Outario Insurance Act as
respects coutracts  for  licenses—Mr.
Meredith.

To amend the Ontario Judicature Act—

Mr. Meredith.
To amend the Revised Statutes respect-
ing building socicies—Mr. Meredith,
| o amend the Revised Statutes respect.
ing arbitwrations and references — Mr,
Meredith.
~ Respecting By-law No. 92 of the Town of
Gl‘l?nuhurﬂt--—ll r. Marter.
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGFE,
Hon. Mr. Fraser rose to a aquestion oi
ri\rilege. He had jtl..-it received a tElEEI'.’Hn
rrmn Brockviile telling Lhim that a circular
had been issued in that place stating that
on Thursday last when the matter of graut-
ing aid to charitable institutions camne under
discussion in the House he (the speaker)
had said there was only the one hospital of
St. Vincent de Paul existing in Brockville.
He did not say anything of the kinl.
What he did say was that the only
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hospital there in active operation was_the !,

:

1pstitution named, but that there was a

general hospital in course of erection, ;Jr
t be

lately completed, which would no doubt
application

13, 1889,

placed ou the list as soon a8 its

was received. ;
Mr. French and Mr. Meredith each spoke

in corroboration of the Commissioner, re-
marking that his explanation was perfectly |

sccurate.

e ——

REPORTS PRESENTED,

The Provincial Secretary presented the
sannual repoit of the Minister of IKducation
and the statement of public aceounts for the
year. _

The reports were laid upon the table,
and Hon. A. M. Ross at the same moment
rose and agnounced that he hoped to be
able to present the estimates to the lHouse
on Wednesday and to make his financial
statement on Thursday.

VOTERS' LISTS BILL.

The reconsideration of Mr. Fraser’s Voters
Lists Bill was resumed by Mr. Meredith,
who moved an ameundment to section 3 of
clause 14 of the Act. The criticism of the
Opposition was on the lines stated in yesier-
day’s issue of Tnr GLoik, their exceptions
being to the power given to the County
Judge to deal with appeala. Mr. Gibson
(Huron) seemed to voice the sentiments of
the Government side of the House by stat-
ing that the powers souglt to be conferred
upon the judge were not stringent enough.
LPr. A |

following division :—
Y £ a8 —Biggar, Blyth, Clancy, Clarke, E. F.
oronto). Clarke, H. K. (Toronto), Craig,.
reighton, Cruess, Fell, French, Hammell,
Hudson. Ingram. kerns, Lees, Marter,
Meredith, Metealf, Miiler, Monk,
Ostrom, Preston, Rorke, Smith
stewart, ‘Tooley, Whitney, Wil
ughby, Wood (Hastings), Wylie—=3J,
AYS.—Allan, Armstrong, Balfour, Ballan-
Brouson, Caldwell, Chisholmn,
larke (Wellington), Conmee, Dack,

avis. Drary, Ferguson, Field, Fraser, Iree

|
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eredith’s amendment was lost on the |

Dance, |
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an, Garson, Gibson (Hamilton), Gibson

(iimour, Gould, Graham,

aster, Morin, Mowat, Murray.
aud, Phelps, Rayside, * Ross (ilaron), Koss |
jiddlesex), Sinith (York), Snider,
atton, Waters, Wood (Brant)—47,
WORKMEN S COMPENSATION ACT.
~ After the division on the Voters' Lists
et the House went into commitice of the
hole on the amendment to the Workmen's
_mpullﬂntiull Ball. Mr. Fraser and the
der of the Opposition did not seem to
ree as to the clause providing for notice
the defendant appealing against an ac.
, but the various sections of the Act
med to be understood and supported by

ittee,
The committee rose and reported the bill
) written,

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMIS-
SIONERS PRESENTED,
he first anuual report of the commission-
of Niagara Falis Park wus presented
laid on the tuble, The reportis very
inous. The following statement is
in 1t as showiug the amount annually
d for the paywment of interest, cost
intenance und necessary improve-

cent. interest on $525,000...... $21,000
nd, one cent per annumi. .., 0,250
superintendent, accountant
g, wages of laborers and

for gencral improvement,, 15,000

.« 341,230

‘arks on the purpose

ot tolls exacted, their
revenne prn.mcmg '!'*.-..-11:.:-1 lrom the ]n-.*iu'_f

o! the park on the 24th of May, 1838, to
. R bl s 3 , :
the Slst December, 1853, a littie over seven

months, is given as follows ;—

r
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or use of hvdraulic elevator
and use of clothing, including ser-
_Vice of guides . ..., 59,029 35
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Polls for going over the island
bridges., ... 1,698 &5
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of the revenue thus received,’” says the re- |

port

of Lthe commnissioners, when comg-
pared

ar with the number of persons who
visited the park, it will be necessary to give
a synopsis of the returu of visitors to the
park for the same period as follows :—

Total number of carriages that entered
the park

) . sty NG SO S TR .
i\;dlll;ll't' tlf VISILors in Clrriages ... 127.254
= Inoer "iaxit * . i g g b
O Visitorson fo0t.....c coveunes c0,6cy
pl'l 3 - — S—
otal of yviei . Pt s
v WRISTE. . s vosed caiana 13,874
s summary shows that nearly 1,000

persons a day on an average visited the
*y.u'li for the seven mouths it was open.
I'he average toll collected was thereiore
a fraction uuder two and a quarter '
cents from each visitor. *“The astonishment
and regret of the commissioners,” says the :.
report, “ at such jusignificant revenue |
tr*es.ult.:l_, are I:El'l'.:l.iuly not lessened when :f |
'$ cousidered that of the lurge numboer of |

majority of the members of the com-

Harcourt, . |
Leys, Lyon, Mckay, McMahon, Mack, |
U'Connur, !

Sprague, |

- 89,048,
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visitors no less than

' proposals for the acauire

' the wnole year,
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pants of carriages, from which it may be
tairly assumed that a very large proportion
of them were of the classes 1n more or less
comfortable circumstances, who, it might
reasonably have been expected, would have
availed themselves, were it at a trifling
extra cost, ol the use of the artilicial ap-
pliances whieh would have enabled them to
gee and enjoy to, the utmost the infinite
beauty and grandeur of the great natural
wonder of the world.”

Later on the report says :—* The com-
missioners are not prepared to admit at this
early period to the history of the park, that
the comparative failure during the past year
to obtain the expected revenue from the
sources named is conclusive evidence of a
lack of appreciation cf the inveresting points
on the part of the visitors or that the pay-
ment of the small toll exacted is the cause
of failure, but rather that the wonderful
effects and beauties of the
referred to are not yet fully known to
publie.” ' :

The commissioners have given consider-
able thought to the guestion of the manner
in which the revenue may be angmented.
They suggest, first, the promotion of au
undertaking for the construciion on the
bank of the river of aun electric railway be-
tween the park and Queenston. A survey
of the route is now being made and wheu
completed the cgmmissioners purpose asking

the Government’s consent 1o ml-:rertiﬂu for
ment of the fran-

.* r“

the

| chise for a term of years to be agreed upon.

A second scheme is the establistinent of a
line of coaches to run at stated times be-
iween the Mowat and Dufferin gatles. A
third is the leasing of part of the old masemn
for the purposes of a restaurant, the want ol
which is a very serious incouveulence at pre-
sent.
HIGHR AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION REPORTS FPRO-
GRESS ALL ALONG THE LINE.

The report of the Minister ol [<ducation
for the year 1838, together with the statis-
tics of 1887, was presented Lius alternoon,
containing the same amount of interesting
information regarding the progress of the
iligh and Public schools of the Province.
In 1887 the school popuiation is put down
at 611,212, as against 494,804 in 1877, the
number of boys being 259,083 aund giris
234.129. In rural districts tne average
attendance was 46 per cent. of the regis.
tered attendance, in towne 60 per cent. and
in cities 62 per cent,  The County of Ox.
ford furnishes the highest average, 50 per
cent., as representing the rural districts,
and Listowel Town heads the list, with an
average attendance of 72 per cent. for the
towns, while Hawmiiton 18 credited with
having an average attendance of 07 per
cent. The average for the Province as a
whole is 50 per cent, an iucrease of
one per ceunt. over last year. In the
same year 44,374 attended less than
20 days, 757,8£3 from 20 to 50 days, 116,477
irom 51 to 100, 103.974 from 1lul to 150,

133.279 from 151 to 220, 14,32C trom 201 to |
The Minister points out

that according to the above hgures tLie

- compulsory attendance clause of the School

Ac: is not observed by trustees, his own

statement being as follows :—

In 1832 the number of absentees between the
npres named was 87.444 ; in 1887 they mumobered
F'rom a more detailed exaniination ol
the returns for 1887 it will be seen that 78,256
of these were from countics or rural Jisiricts
having a gross registored attendance of o67.c0..
Lhat is to say, 22 per cent, of the raral school
popuiation attended school less than 100 days
in the vear, Intowus the absceniees numbered
.960 oul of a registered atiendance of S8.650, or

13 per cent.) incities they numbered
2,382 out of a regis ered attendance of €56,222, or
aboul three and one-half per cent.

Tlie report then goes on to deal with the
classification of pupils and the remunera-
tion accorded the teachers. Ituppears that
the highest salury paid a Pubiie school
teacher 1n 1967 was 1':51.*1330, the AVEerage suat-
ary tor males being 3425 and for lemales
»294. In counties maics were paid an aver-
age salary of $398 and females $271. In
1577 vthe highest salary paid was $1,100.
LThe average salary paid males was 3398
;_uul to funmln_:a 9204, all showing that there
18 not mach foundavion fvr the statements
recently made that the salaries of teachers
are lower than ever in the history of the
- VT (S AT s _#

Provinee. The Minister then gocs on
stale taat 31—

L0

There are now 5,512 school houses in the Pro
vince, of which 5,006 wore open in 1337, dis-
,t.‘.q'“m“‘l as [oliows »=5,148 in raral tiiw[;‘irfs
ccztintowns and 177 in cities. 'The log r-_:uh».-ui
house is fast disappearing, there buing only
oVl in 1087, as against 1,400 i 1850, In tho sano
beriod brick school houses have inereased from
H‘:! 1o &,037 . b.'l::fg El"'ll.'lﬂ] hoases aroe frochold and
120 rented.  The number of maps now used
m!h:uu:'u_ Lo 4),711. In 1850 there were only
It‘l"' Fhe  expenditure on Apparatus *
prizes in the last cloven years amounied to

$290,940, and the expunditur -
: y LUl'e¢ O school bi :
ings Lo $4,004,283, school bulid

In coming to the receipts and expendi-
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