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ONTARIO LEGIS_LATURE.‘

Sixth Parliament, Second

Session. \!\

(By Our Own Reporter.)
Moxpay, March 19, 1888.

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

Hon. Mr. HARDY moved that the sessional
sllowance of Mesars. Pardee, Biggar and Hil-
liard be paid in full, althougzh these geutle-
men were absent through iliness.

Hon. Mr. HARDY also moved that the full
sessional allowance ot Messrs. Whitney and
Clarke (Northumberland), who were elected
after the meeting of the Legislature, be paid
in full.

Both motions were carried.

THIRD READINGS.

To enable the Cathiedral of the Holy Trinity

of London to sell certain lands—-Mr. Mere-  House

;Fll fast arriving in which such schools should be
| #mare largely supported by fees than in the

aith.

To amend the Registry Act—2z, Claney.

To confirm a certain agreement made Letween
the G. T. R. Co. of Canada, the Canada
Southern Railway Company and the f.onden
& Port Stanley, ete, -Mr. Meredith,

PRIVATE BILLS.

The following bills went through commit-

tee :—
olo confirm a certain agreement made be:
tween the G. T. B. of Canads, the Canada
Sonthern Railway Compauny nnt the London &
Port Staniey Railway Company—Mr. Mere-
dith,

To vest in Emily Rebecea Winstanley the
fee simple of certain lauds and premises—Mr.
Widditield.

Respecting the Ivondale, Bancroft & Ot-
tawa Raiiway Company —Mr. Feli.

THE FRANCHISE BILL.

The House went into cominittee on the
Frauchise Bill, the clanses of wuich were dis-
cuased at considerable length.

The clause requiring the atfidavit ot the per-
- gon uluimin,; to be p'ul.ut'ti on the roll h',' virtue
of maunhood qualification, to the eflect that ho
possessedd the requisite qualifications, wus
amended so as not to reguire such aflidavit,

Consideration of the bill was continued until ¢

six o'clock, when progress was reperted, and
the Speaker left the chair,

THE LIRUT..COVERNOR'S POWERS.

After recess,

'the Huuse went into committee on the bill
respecting the executive administration of the
laws of this Province, which atlirms the power
of the Lieut.-Governor to commute and renit
geutences for offences against the laws of this
Urovince, or oflences over which the legislative
wuthority of the Province extended. It often
happened, the Attorney-General pointed out,
that the Lieut.-Governor was called upon to
exercise powers which he actually possessed,
but concerning which there was no Provincial
statute. The Goveruwent of the ’rovinee, in
tact, could hadly be conducted for a mounth
auless the Lieuc.-Governor did this. In the

md

case in poiut it was true the Dominion anthort-

ties usnally acted on the advice of the Ontario
Jovernmeut, but they were not bound to do
so. He thought both sides of the
would agree as to the advisabi'ity of the Lieut.-
Governor being entrusted with executive power
as to Provincial matters. Under the judicial
svstem there was always danger tuat difi-
culty might arise. The bill did not
propoese to confer this power upon the lieu-
tenant-Governor, but expressly provided that
nothing in the Act ‘‘shall be construed to
imply that the Licutenant-Governor or admnin-
istrator has not had beretofore the powers,
authorities and functions” mentioned in the
preceding secticns.

\le. MUREDITH saw no ditliculty which
called for this bili. It was undesirable, he
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The following bills went through commit-
tee : —

ey

"o amendthe Act respecting insurance
compt.uies - Ul Attorney-General.

Respecting  Manitoulin lsland—The At-
torn. . -General.

o mend the law as to exccutions—Tue
Attor _y-General

For e protection and reformation of neg-
jector children—The Attorney-General.

Th  following bills were read a second
time

T amend the Municipal Act—Mr. Hardy.
To amend she Assessment Act—Mr. Hardy.

THE NEW PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.

Mi GIB3SON (Hamilton) moved the dis
charg e of an order calling for a « py of the de-
scriptou of that portion of Queen’s Park
appre . iated for the purpose of the new Par-
liwme . buildings, ete.  The information had
been luid before the House.

HIGH SCHOOLS.

Mr. GIBSON (Huron) moved ‘‘ That while

el okt . not questioning the necessity for our High
The foliowing bills were vead a third time:— [ schools nor |

detracting from the good
work done by  them  hitherto,  this
is of opinion that the time

past.” The hon. gentleman said he was gou-

higher education. This was altcgether wrong.
‘He wasas much in favor of higher education
as any man could be, but uunder the present

mental aid than did those who were comn-
iled to coutent themselves with
biic school education. The
ould be the other way. The law as it stood

templated or were training for proiessions.

t was held that the High schools were institu-

ns for training teachers for the Public

schools. They supplied mauny more teachers,

“however, than were needed, and a very large

. proportion of them were continually going over
to the United States.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) admitted that
the time was coming when a compulsory mini.
mum fee might with safety be put upon pupils
sttending High schools. It was, he admitted,
a fauct to Dbe regretted = that the
Public schools did not receive larger aid from

the Government, but that was a difficulty not
sily remedied, considering the funds the
overnment had at its command. It was to
borne in mind, however, that in helping

gtent helping the Public schools, for the
west form in the High schools was intended
be equivalent to the filth form in the Public
hools.

- The motion was withdrawn.

: ONTARIO PRISONS,
Mr. HARCOURT moved the discharge of

is resolution in favor of the appointment of
committee to inquire into the present con-
ition of the gaols of Ontario, their
anagement and the classitication aund treat-
ent of prisoners, etc. In doing so he took
.asion to refer briefly to the prison system
the Province, which, he held, contained
many defccts and which could be greatly
‘benefited by such an inquiry as that which he
‘suggested, but which he admitted it was too
Jate to attempt to proceed with this sesgion,
he hon. gentleman dwelt on the fact that 470
rsons were confined as lunatics last year for
ions lengtns of timo in the common saols
e Province, and when their cases cane to
d upon it was found that €35 of tins
- were not lunatics at all and had saf.
ye degradation of confinement in prison
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held, that the House should pass npon any

(uestion concerning which there was a doubt
us to jurisdiction and which might lead up to
a dispute. He admitted that as a question of
principle, 1t was reasonable to expect thata
body with power to enact laws and say
whether or not punishment should be imposed
should also be entrusted with power to remit
those punishments. The tlon. Attorney-Gene
eral, however, admitted that the Govarnor-
General always acted in  accord with advice
fror the Provincial authorities, and he did
not, therefore, see the necessity for a bill
which opened up such possibilities for disputes

as did this one.

erally misrepresented in this matter, and held
up as ome who was opposed to the system of |

Jaw he held that those who went in for higher
~education received more advantages and Gov-

irtually ““found the twols” for the boys who
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| case with those who had becn

1 and nursed until ke came out of it.

 mittes, it was a question how much goud such

offence was that they were bereft of their

: : | classification was not only & question of
e High schools the Government was to somne

d compelled, as was the
confined as |
minals

in commol gaols an

lunaties, to associate with hardened ert
»f the worst type.
system generally needed much :
espectally in the matter of classification. (Ap-
plause. )

Hon. Mr. HARDY thought there was hard-
ly ueed for such condeiiation as the huu.l
gentleman had indulged in regarding the gaol ‘
system of Ontario, ‘I'ho system was at least |
abreast of that of any other country, altiiough '
the hon. gentleman had spoken a3 if
was far behind that of other countries.
There was a feeling just now perceptible upon
the surface of soziety—he did mnot think it
went below the surface—that immediately a
criminal entered a gaol he should be coddied
There
were certain evils inevitably connected with !
the life ot a ecriminal. It was unfortunate
that so large a number of boys and giris were ?
confinad in geol last year, and it would be a !
great advantage if a proper classification conld |
e made. but it wonld be very ditlicult lo in-
duce the counties to see the necess.ty for the
increased expense they would necesserily have
to incur did they adopt a tirorough system
of eclessification. As to the confinemeat of
lunaties in gaols, the hon. gentleman
contended that they had only heen sent to the
gaols when they could nct be sent to the
asylum; the best thing possible had been done
with them : for it was certainly better that
they should be

in gaol than that they should be
atlarze. As to the appointmment

E e

e

— . ——

of the com- !

a body could do sitting and taking evidence
regarding these matters, butif the hon, gentle-
mau brought forward his metion next gession
and made out his case the House would pro-
bably agree with it.

\ir. MEREDITH thought that both the
member for Monck (Mr. Harcourt) and the
Provincial Secretary had gone u little too far
in opposite directions. 1t seemed to hlna
disgraceful thing thut persons whose ouly

reason should be confined in the gaols of the
Province. It was also a serious defect that
young persons were confined with old offend-
ers in the gaol. He (uite agreed, however,
that it was impossible for the Government to
take chare of all the gaols in the Proviuce.
Vi, WOOD (Hastings) said that a large
pumber of persons confined in the gaols were
tramps, who went there probably because they
were too well treated, .
Hon. U. MOWAT said that the question of
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humanity but of justice. 1t was a monsirous
thing that innocent persous should be unm-l
pellel to herd with the worst criminals,

Everybody felt the universal importance

of classification. The Government could }
not enforce the change upoun the Cunnt}r'
Councils, but no doubt this discussion would |
be of value in bringing the matter before the l

(G:overnment,
The motion was withdrawn,

SCHOOL TINT-BOOKS.

Mr. CREIGHTON moved foc a return re-
lating to the publication ot school books. He '
complained that there was a monopoly aud ;_‘;
claimeid that a geugruphy authorised by the
devartment containe:l several errors.

Hon. G. W. ROSS anid tnat when he came
into oflice three-fourths ot the school books
were published by one publisher. Now the
books were pretty evenly divided between five
publishers ; the departinent had greater con-
trol over the publications than it ever had be- |
fore, and the books were better uu:lﬁ cheaper
than they ever were belore. The geo- !
graphy in which the hon. member had found |
some trifling errors was a splendid piece of
typography and engraviig. and its author had
been requested by the Board of Education of
\Massachusetts to preparc & book on a similar | =
p:ﬂtl. : ‘ 5

''he motion carried. _

Hon. G. W. ROSS introduced a bill to |
amend the Industrial School Act. |

Mr. MEREDIIIL askel the Attorney- |

(GGeneral if it was the intention of the Govern- !
mens to bring down this session, any schewe |
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involving aid to vailways. 1

|

The Atturlley-{iuneml gaid it was notb the :

intention of the tove rument o0 t!u S0,
The House adjoucrned at midnight.
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He urged tiat the prison | =
reformation, §
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