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Sixth Parliament, Second
Session.

(By Our Own Reporter.)

Tuurspay, March 8, 1588,
The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.
FIRST READING.
The following bill was introduced and read a
first time :—

To amend the Municipal Act—=Mr. Mec-
Mahon,

THE PRIVATE BILLS MATTER.

Mr. WIDDIFIELD eclaimed that in THE
GLOBE'S report of the debate on the above sub-
Ject on the previous day, he had been repre-
sented as making an adverse ecriticism in re-
gard to the ruling of the Chairman of the Pri-
vate Bills Committee, He had not taken part
in the debate at all.

(The remark in question should have been
attributed to Mr, Prestom, the member for
Leeds.)

Mr. WOOD (Hastings), in reference to the
same discussion, expressed regret that any re-
marks of his made on the previous day should
have been misconstrued, and that any hon. gen-
tleman should have felt hurt at them. He had
not wished to hurt any hon. geuntleman’s feel-
ings.

BILLS ADVANCED.

The House went into Committes of the
Whole and reported the following bille:—

Respecting ancillary probates and letters of
admiuistration—The Attorney-General,

Respecting the Department of Agriculture
and other industries—The Attorney-General.

THE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

The House being in committee on the bill
respecting the Department of Agriculture,
Hon, Mr. MOWA'T moved the striking out
of that portion of the bill which include s the
fisheries in the department.
Mr. MEREDITH said he heartily accepted
that amendmeyt. He thought it was very de-
sivable that the Minister of Agriculture should
'not  be burdened with the care
the fisheries, in addition to the
other duties that would fall to
his lot. He would like to ask the hon. Attor-
ney-General what department was to have
' charge of the mining industries of the Prov.
ince. Something shounld be done, he urged, to
' give them greater prominence than they

securcd at present.  He thought it would per-
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{ haps have been well to establish a Bureau of

1

Mining Industries and place it in the charge ol
tie Minister of Agriculture,

Hon. Mr. MOWA'L said this point had been

| cousidered by the Government and it had de.

cided that at present it was not advisable to
make this addition to the work of the Agricul-
tural Departinent. The Commissioner of Crown
Lands, who was unfortunately away at
t}lf.‘.' present time, had given great attention to
this matter, the importance of which le
thoroughly appreciated, and matters relating

the University
- property without the consent of the Govern.

to the indusery in question would remain in
his care for the present.

SECOND READINGS.
_The following bills were read a second
time :—

'1_‘0 tﬂmhl:a trustees of High schools or Col.
legiate Institutes to expropriate lands for High
Ecl'u;ml purposes-—Mr, Ross (M iddlesex),

To amend thie Act respecting the income and
property of the University of Toronto Uni-
versity College and Upper Canada Colle

- =3 - - ‘BC—
Mr. Ross (Middlesex). .

Respecting  Manitoulin
torney-General.

Relating to the payment of the expenses and

enforcement of the Canada Ter T
Mr. Hardy. nperance Act

To amend the law
and expenses of
Hardy.

To amend the Act respectin the offic
sheritf—~Mr. Hardy. P g the office of

TORONTO UNIVERSITY INCOME.
Hou, G. W. ROSS moved the se
of the biil to amend the Act rr.-ln.ting to the

income m!tl_ property of the Uuiversity of
Toronto, University College and Upper Canada
College. He said that the bil gave power to
trauster the present Upper Canada College
site to the University, and he understood that
the latter were willing to accept it,

In reply to Mr. Meredith, My ROSS said that

could not sell a foot of the

Island — The At.

respecting the salaries
police magistrates — My,

cond reading

ment,
MANITOULIN JUDICIAL DISTRICT.

Hon. O. MOWAT moved the seccond read-

ing of his bill respecting Manitoulin Island,
and explained that its main object was the
separation of Mauitoulin and some adjoining

islands from the provisional judicial District of !

Algoma and their formation into a temporary
judicial district. He pointed out that this

change was neccssary because of the increase of

population on the island and the great incon.
venience attaching to the present judicial
system in conuection with the isiand, by which
it was compeiled to have recourse to the
mainland, which was in winter sometimes
(quite inaccessible, for its various legal pro-
Ce8ses,

Mr. BISHOP said this was a bill in the right

direction. The people of Manitoulin, Cock-
barn and Barrie have been looking for legisla~
tion im this dircction year after year. The
population of Manitoulin Island was now esti-
mated at 12,000, and the population of Barrie
and Cockburn at 2,000 more. The means of
egress and ingress to and irom those islands
was very diflicult, and in winter, spring and
fall there were times when it was impossible,
and although the roads on those islands had
been very much improved of late years, still
the only way to reach the county town and the
rallway on the main land was by crossing on
the ice or by boats. In spring end fall there
were times when the ice was not sufiiciently

strong to carry a team, but thor-
oughly prevented crossing by boats, The

t County Town of Sault Ste. Marie was 200 miles
| distant from those islands, and in winter, fall
‘and spring it was danzerouns, dithieult and

expeusive to reach Sault Ste. Marie from any
portion of those islands.  Great ditliculty was
experienced by public oflicers of the islands in
travelling to the Sault when they might have
business with the judge, 'sherifl and registrar,
which had a very injurious effect on all kinds
of business, particnlarly on that relating to
the administration of justice, both civil and
criminal.  Numerous misdemeancrs had been
committed of a more or less serious character
which had gone nnpunished from the fear on
the part of those who wished to prosecute that
they wounld be compelled to transport thein-
selves and witnesses to Sault Ste. Marie to
attend trial. D fliculty was also expcerienced
and great cost incurred in conveying prisoners
to Sault Ste. Marie for tria! : in tact, constables
at times refused to act on account of the
dangers incident to the trip, claiming at the
sume time that the remuneration was (quite
madequate, the fees allowed not Leing sufficient
to pay travelling expenses,
CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT.

Hon. Mr. HARDY moved the second read-
ing of his bill relating to the paymeut of the
cxpenses and enforcement of the Canada Tem-
perance Act, He ecxplained that the object
of the bill was to provide that county munici-
palities should receive the revenue derived
trom fiues imposed and paid under the Canada
Temperance Act, and should bear all COsts in
connection with the euforcement of the Act,
when the revenue was suflicient to cover the
same ;3 but that when the revenue was imsuiii-
cient for that purpose, onc-third of the defi.
ciency in conuection with the same should be
made up by o eantribution from the Veovineial
treasury, and the remainder charged v
municipalities, 1

Mr. MEREDITH said it seemed to him ¢
the tendency of tuis legislation would be

-

make the Canada Temperance Act more un-

popular than it was at the present time, and it
appeared to be unpopular enough at present.
Lhe tendency of the bill was to force greater
burdens upon the municipalities, which would
certainly make the Scott Act more unpopular
and would make it much more difficult to sus-
tain than it was at present, and he thought the
Province could very well atiord, in view of the
alns of the Act, to bear some additional ex-
pense out of the Provincial funds,

Hon. Mr. HARDY admitted that it was
very difficuit to enforce the Act. It had,how-
ever, been far better enferced since the duty
of enforcement had been undertaken by
Previncial Government in June, 1886, a year
and a half ago. It was to be regretted that
the law could not be strictly enforced, but the
Government could only do its duty, and
where they caught those who broke the law,
to punish them. To show what had been
done since the Provincial Government under-

took the matter of enforcement, and also
that in & good many cases the reve-
ue  amounted to very much more

than the cost of enforcement, the hon. gentle-
man pointed out that Elgin County had
¥0,600 in fines since June, 1886,
enforcement being $2, 600.

the |

paid
the cost of |
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Mr. MEREDITH remarked that this showed |

& systematic violation of the law,
Hon. Mr, HARDY —It shows
prosecution of the offenders.

a systematic
He added that

Keat County had paid $11,490, jand had cost in4
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‘e'ﬁfu;ﬂn‘iﬁeﬁi but $4,300, leaving a balance of
$7,000 ; Middlesex had cost $6,091, while {he
fines had amounted to $100 94, and meutio
several other similar cases, ‘- 8

Mr. LEES considerd it was not the duty of
the Provincial Government to enforce the Act '
at all, it being aj Dominion statate. He ques,
tioned the sincerity of many of those who had
voted for the Act, for he knew at least thay
many of those voting for it would drink liquep
when they could get it.

Mr. WATERS approved of the bill. He wyy
in favor of the Canada Temperance Act being
enforced rigorously. It would have been much
better if the fines had all been placed at the
disposal of the Province. The public, he held,
took great interest in the question of the ey,
forcement of this Act. Some hon. gentlemen
held that Lecause the Actwas a Dominion stat.
ute thereforethe Provinceshould not be required
to enforce it. What about the criminal Luwof
the country ? That was made up of Dominiop
statutes, and yet the Provinces had to enfopes
it. He admitted that some men who had
voted for the Scott Act would take liguop
when they could get it.  All the greater need
for the NScott Act and for the enforcament of
the Act. T'hose men voted to have temptatioy
put out of their way. He claimed that dis.
cult as it was to enforce the Act, much im.
provement had been made in that directiop,
It was fairly well enforced in his constituency
now, which was more than it had been before
the I’rovincial Government took hold of it, angd
the consequence was that whereas the At
would a year ago have been repealed there
had it been submitted, he felt counfident it
would now be sustained,

The bill was then read a second time.

POLICK MAGISTRATES SALARIES

Hon. Mr. HARDY moved the second read.
ing of his bill to amend the law respecting the
salaries and expeuses of police magistrates,
He explained that the object of the bill was to
place a town not separated from a county
upon the same footing in regard to the pay.
ment of the salaries of police magistrates as
they were at preseut in regard to thas
of school iuspectors, so that in the
casc of towns not separated from a county,
which pay the salary of a police magistrate,
such towns shall not be called upon to contri.
bute towards the salary of the county
inspector,

1he bill was read a second time,

THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF.

Hon. Mr. HARDY moved the second read.
ing of the bill to amend the Act respecting the
othice of sheriff.  The hon. gentleman explain.
ed that the bill simply put into statatory
form the provisions of the Act that was
passed at the last session of the Legislature,
and determined what should be the duties
respectively of the Sherifi of York and the
Sheritf of Toronto. ;

Mr. MEREDITH objected that the office
Sheriff of York should not have been left
long vacant,

The bill was read a second time,
SETTLEMENT OF MUNICIPAL LOAXN

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Huron) wmoved that
House doth ratify an Order in Couneil appr
ed by his Houor the Lieutenant-Governor
21st day of December, 1887, accepting the s
of $25,000 in cash in full settlement of
bouds of the Town of Cobourg, issued und
the Municipal Loan Fund Act, 1873, for ti
sum of £6,000 sterling. The houn. gentlem
sald this matter had been so often alluded 1
ana its nature was so well known to tin
House that it was unuecessary to do mcre th:
move the resolution.

Mr. CRAIG asked for the same clemency t
Port Hope on behalf of its debt that the Govs
ernment were showing to Cobourg. Port Hop
was at present paying over 50,000 a year intet
est on her debt to the Local Government an
tound it very hard to continue to do so, owiB
to the fact that the source from which thalg
town had hithierto drawn the revenue to pa
that interest—viz, the harbor—had been g
hausted, owing to the action of
Government itself in chartering railways
had taken away the trade of
harbor, and cansed its dues to fall to a _
which was only suflicient to pay the expend
of maintenance. The hon. gentloman clain
that it was this fact which gave IPort Hope
speclal cluim on the Government for an earg
set:lement of its debt.

Mr. MEREDITH said he was glad that the
hon. treasurer had at length put this mattes
In a position which would prevent his dangs
ling it before the eyes of the people of Cobout
in  the shape of a promise, a8
had done at the last general election.
hon. speaker then discussed the matter
municipal loans settlement generally, an‘d ¢C
plained that the Act of the Attorney-Gene
passed in 1873 controlling the manner of st
settlements had been found to work most
fairly to many municipalities, The terms
the Act had prevented its owvjecr being
ised, he coutended, and while some mul
palities had been given more relief than
-




