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ONTARIO LEGISTATURE. i, e et

Sixth Parliament, Second

Session.

(By Our Own Reporter.)
Tuvrspay, Feb., 235, 1888.
The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock
FIRST READINGS,

T'o amend the Act relating
Sound Colonisation Railway Company—DMr.
Armstrong.

1o amend the Muanicipal Act—Mr. Dack.

The tollowing bills were introduced and read
a first time:—

To incorporate the City

| for other purposes—Mr. Freeman.

To incorporate the Port Arthur Water and

| Li%ht Company—NMr. Coumee,

o amend the Act incorporating the Iron-
dale & Ottawa Railway Company—Mr. Fell.

To define certain portions of the boundary
between the Town of Sandwich and the Town-
ship of Sandwich West, Also to amend the
Municipal Act—Mr. Balfour,

Relating to the enforcement of the Canada
Tewmperance Act.  Also respecting the salaries
and expeuses of police magistrates—Itlon. Mr.
Hardy.

THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read a third time:—
Respecting T'rinity church, Torouto—Mr,
Leys,

T'o legalise a certain by-law of the Town of

- Sault Ste. Marie—Mr. Leys.

Respecting arbitration with the Province of
Quebec—The Attorney-General.

THE QUEBEC RESOLUTIONS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved a re-
solution postponing until Tuesday, the 28th
instant, the commencement of the debate on
the resolutions of the Inter-Provincial Confer-
ence, the debate to have precedence over all
other business on ecach successive day aiter-
wards until the motion is disposed of,

At the suggestion of Mr. MEREDITH,

Wednesday, the 29th instant, was substituted
for the 28th and the motion carried.

HOME FOR AGIED WOMEN.,

Hon. Mr. HARDY moved that this House
doth ratily an Order in Council approved of
by his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor in
Council on the 13th June, 1887, which Order
is to the following effect :—Upon considera-
tion of the report of Mr. Inspector O Reilly,
datea 3rd February last, and upon the re-
commendation of the honorable the Provincial
Secretary, the Committee of Council advise

that, subject to the ratification of this Order *

by the Legislative Assembly at the next ses.
sion thercof, *“‘The Home for the Aged
Women, London,” be hereafter taken
named in schedule “B" of the Charity
Act and receive aid accordingly trom the first
day of October, 1886,

'he motion carried,

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the
second reading of the bill *‘ respecting the De-
partment of Agriculture and other industries.”
This wmeasure, he said, was one of peculiar in-
terest to the farming section of the community,
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of forests and mines. By the bill us it came
before the House it was proposed also that
the fisheries should be placed under the con-
trol of the Minister of Agriculture. After
further consideration, however, the (Govern-
ment had changed their views upon this point,
and had decided that it would be wiser not
to include fisheries in the Department. The
whole question relating to the matters which
would be under the control of the Minister of-
Agriculture was of great and growing import.-
auce. The farming of to-day was very differ-

ent from the farming of half a century ago,

and in the rapid march of progress the farmers
of Ontario had kept abreast of
THOSE IN ANY OTHER COUNTRY.,

Wherever the products of the Province had
come into competition with those of any State
in the United States or with any part
of Great Britain the most satisfactory
results had followed, as the Exhibitions at
Philadelphia in 1876, and at London in 1886,
had proved. Still, although the farmers of
Ontario compared so satisfactorily with those

of other countries, there was a good deal con-

nected with their calling that might be im-
proved, and it was less lucrative than their
efforts deserved it should be. It was the ob-
ject of the Government and of the House to
make farming more comfortable and lucrative
and inviting than it was at present.
(Applause.) They should take every step in
their power to collect information of value to
those engaged in the industry. Much had
been already dome in this way. The
importance of the agricultural interest had
been always recognised. Before Confederation
a Minister of Agriculture had existed. The
British North America Act specially provided
that there should beaCommissioner of Agricul-
ture, and they had always had such, %tlder
the first commissioner, in Mr. Sandfield Mac-
donald’s time, the Agricultural College had
been inaugurated. During the same Adininis-
tration, also, the first improved system of
drainage was put in hand, and the sum of
$200,000 was set aside for carrying out that
scheme,
DURING HIS OWN PREMIERSHIP

there had been three Commissioners of Asri-
culture—first their old and genial friend Mur.
 Keller, one of the most popular
of men, who was o practical
farmer, @ad who had taken a  very
deep and Tspecial interest in the work
the department uuder him.  Under
him the college was got into work-
ing order, ghe mnew farmn secured and

the operationus of both institutious coinmenced.
Ie also still further improved the systemn of
drainage of the Province. Mr. Keller's two
successors were nut practical farmers, but they
were both geutlemen who had been long
familiar with the wants of the farming popula-
tion, and were deeply interested in all that
related to the welfare of the farming popula.
tion. Mr. Wood had been Conmissioner of
Agriculture for eight years and accomplished
much during that period in the way of
extending the work of the farm and college,
and by revising and consolidating the whole
law as found in various statutes bearing on the
subject of agriculture. Under his advice also
the Agricultural Commission was established,
and by attending its meetings and generaily
superintending its labors he causcd the latter
to result in the publication of several
VOLUMES OF MOST IMPORTANT FACTS,

which had Leeu frequently sald to surpass any
' volunmies of the Kind ever lmhliuhu;t,
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Board, which had been productive of much
good. His system of scholarships in connec-
tion with the college was also most useful and
valuable, and deservedly popular. He had alse
caused the establishment of a regular dairy
department and of a model creamery in con.
nection with the Model Farm, both institu.
tions proving most useful. Under his care
further the work of the DBureau of In-
dustries had been much extended. Thus
he had shown that the whole subject of agri-
culture had received carciul attention, even
while the official in whose care it was had
another and a very important department to
attend to. If, then, so much had been done
on behalf of agriculture and with such bene.
ficial results, when iuatters connected with it
had been attended to in conjunction with the
alfairs of another department, it was only -
reosonable to suppose that still more good
would follow if all matters relating to agricals
ture were given
EXCLUSIVELY TO ONE MINISTER.

He thought nobody in the House would dige
agree with anythiug he had yet said in regard
to the matter, and the only remaining
question  was this:—Was it  neces.
sary to appoint an additional Minister
in order to have a Minister of Agri-
culture, or could they, by a rearrangement of
existing departments, avoid the necessity of
doing this?* It would perhaps be asked if the
Treasury could not be attached to some other
department. That, however, was quite im-
possible. The business of every department
was such that no addition of this kind could
take place without serious injury to the inter-
ests of the public. The whole work of the
of the Province now was
carried on by the same number of

J f
‘ E
Ministers that were found necessary imme.

diately = after Confederation in spite of |
very large increase in population
since that time, Mr. Sandfield Maec-
donald had the same number of Ministers
as at present, except a Minister of Kducation,
and the work now done by the Minister of
Education was then done by a Chief Superin- |
tendent with the same salary, so that the con- |
version of the superintendency into a Minis-

- tership had added nothing to the public ex-

peunditure.
It was found impossible under Mr. Crooks

. to conduct the Department of Education

IN CONJUNCTION WITH TIIE TREASURY,
and the business of the Department of Educae.
tion had much increased since that time. The
amount of correspondence was a fair index of |
the amount of business done. In 1382 the
number of letters received in that department
was 15,548, while last year the number re-
ceived was 24,892, The question, then, arose
whether there was any other department to
which the duties of Minister of Agriculture
could be attached ? In his own department
the number of Orders in Council issued
in- 1871 was 237; in 1637 it was
765. The number of official files in 1871 was
700 ; in 1887 it was 1,626, The number of
official letters was 152 in 1871 and 2,000 in
1887. The fact was that he would not have
been able to keep up with the business of his
department at a.Fl if it had not been that many
legal matters counected with other depart-

ments were attended to by his col- I
leagues. The Dbusiness of the Crown §
Lands and Public Works Departments l

had always occupied the whole time and
attention of the Minister presiding over them-
One hundred thousand square miles had re-

 which bad gone througn several editions and
| which were now to be found in every li-
brary iu the Province. It was upon

By this bill it was proposed to place in the

cently been added to the territory of which
hands of a Minister specially and exclusively

| the Commissioncr of Crown Lands had charge,
The

all subjects relating to agriculture, and such
matters as were associated with agriculture—
all societies, for insiance, organised under the

his advice that a law was passed to encourage
tile drainage, and the sum cf $200,000 aliowed

MINING INT ERESTS OF THE PROVINCE
were growing more and more important and
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Act respecting agriculture and arts, the || OV of the Provincial funds to carry it o would demand an increasing amount of
Farmers' Institutes, the Agricultural Col- He had also done his IIUnt“Fu cucourage ta®l ,ttention. The Commissioner of Publie
lege and experimental farm, ete. It was practice of tree planting, Those were, how= | \Works had now in charge the now Parliament
intended that the Minister which it | éVer, only a few of the measures for which the

Provinee was indebted to the careful attention
of Mr. Wood during his carcer as Commis.
sioner of Agriculture, Iis (the hon, Attorney-
General’s) present esteemed and respected
| colieague, the Treasurer of the I'rovince, had
been equally interested in this important work,
and healsohad made his mark inthe agricultural
history of the Province. Perhaps the most
important measure the couuntry owed to him
was the
ESTABLISHMENT OF FARMERS' INSTITUTES.

He did not know any measure which had
proved more useful than this. There were
now some sixty institutes organised in the
Province, although the movement was started
at a comparatively recent date. During the
past month no less than 50 of these had been
visited by the professors of the Agricultural
College and the applications for their ser-
vices from all parts of the Province
were far too numerous to be all attend-
ed to. IMis hon. friend had given special
attention to the Agricultural College
and model farm, and had introdyced some val-
uable measures in regard to those institutions,
| One of these was that establishing the Advisory

was proposed to appoint should have charge
aleo of the Bureau of Industries and the lm.
migration Oflice, as being closely connected
with the other matters that would receive his
attention. The speech of his Honor the Lieu-
tenant-Governor contained an intimation of
the proposition contained in t.hu_ bill, and he
ventured to say that the intimation had been |
reccived everywhere in the Provinee with the
greatest satistaction. The advantages of hav-
ing an Agricultural Minister for the Province
were fully recognised all over the Proyince aud
| BY BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES,
This would not be wondered at when it
was remembered how large a propor-
tion of the people of tha.Pruvmcu were en.
gaged in agricultural and kindred pursuits,aud
that according to the last census the rural
population was returned at more than _three
times the number of the urban population of
tho Province. Another very interesting fact
in connection with the same subject was that
of the exports of the Province more than one-
half were the produce of farms, and of the
other half the greater part were the produce

would to a large extent take the place of the
Toronto Insane Asylum, and recently an
entirely new branch, that of factory inspec-
tion, had been added to his department. The
businesg of the Provincial Secretary was enor-
mous, e}'lbraniug as it did several entirely ii=
dependent brauches, and had he uot beenla :
man of exceptional ability for organisation =
and despatch of business, nothing like the
amount of work could have been done. The
number of files in his office had increased from
1,685 in 1872 to 3,967 in 1887; the num- |
ber of letters despatched had increased
in the same period from 1,744 to 9:2‘2?,
besides some 2,000 letters of a semi-private
kind. The number of fees received had increased
| in the same period from $244 to §7,711; the
number of letters written in conuection with
prisons and charities had increased from 1,749
to 6,631. The Treasurer, in addiiion to his
other duties, had charge of the Bureau of 1
Health and of Insurance Inspection. ;
ONE GREAT REASON e
why the Ministers had been able to cope with
this great amount of business was the experi-
i ence they had gained during the long period

i} &
= ; -

I buildiugs and a new asylum at Mimico, which
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