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(By Our Own Reporter.)
February 17, 1988.

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock

| BILLS INTRODUCED.

Thefollowing bills were presented and read
the first time :—

1o amend the Act respecting insurance.com-
panies--Mr. Bishop.

Tovest in Emily Rebecca Winstanley the

owunership ot certain lands in fee simple—Mr.
Widdifield.

To incorporate the Ottawa, Arnprior &

Refrew Railway Co. —Mr. Monk.

Respecting the Port Acthur, Duluath
Western Railway Ce, —Mr. Conmee. *

To legalise certain by-laws and debentures
of the Towns of Berlin and Waterloo—Mr.
Suider,

especting a certain railway debenture debt
of the Township of Thorah—Mr. Gould.

To wmend the Act respecting cemetery
companies—Mr, Garson.

1o wmend the Municipal Act—Mr. Garson.

To provide for the division of the Township
of Walsingham-—Mr. O'Connor.

To amend the Registry Act—Mr. Ciancy.

1o incorporate the Village of Chester—Mr.
1. K. Clwke (Toronto).

Lo confirm a certain - agreement made be-
tween the Great \Western Railway Company
of Canada, the Canada Southern Railway
Company and the London & Port Stanley

wallway Company, asd a certain agreement
made between the Soutbern & Southwestera
Railway Company aund the Canada Southern
Ratlway Company—Mr. Meredith,

Respecting ivdustrial farms and houses of
industry-——Hon. Mr. Hardy.

Jo amend the Act to incorporate the Brock-
ville, Westport & SaultSte. Marie Railway Com-
pany, the mover explaining that he had not
scen the bill until it was in print, and he did
not wish to be considered as committed to
some of its provisions— Hon, Mr. Fraser.

To amend the Act incorporating the Ottawa
& Thousand Island Railway Company —Hon.
Mr. Fraser.

THE HOME RULE RESOLUTIONS.

Mr. CLANCY asked whether copies of cer-
tain resolutions passed by this House on 22ud
;\.In'il, 1887, were sent to the Rt. Hon.
William Ewart Gladstone, M. P., and Charles
Stewart Parnell, M. P., or either of them, es
directed by this House ; whether any acknow-

&

ledgment had been made of the receipt of said

copics by the gentlemen to whom they were

directed to be sent, or either of them : and if |
so, what are the contents of such reply or

rr:plir.-a ’

Hou. Mr. MOW AT—Copies of the resolution |

referred to were sent to Messrs. Gladstone and | *™0ey, aud

Parnell shortly after the prorogation of the
House,
by these gentlemen, because they were pub.
lished for the information of the people of
Great Dritain., There has been no formal
acknowledgment, but I know from private
communication that they intend to make some
acknowledginent.

DELAYED PETITIONS.
Mr. CLANCY —Resolution—** That in the

opinion of chis House all returns ordered by |
the House should be brought down as early as |

possible consistent with a due regard to the
publie service. That 1t is to be regretred that
many returns ordercd by this House during
the last Parliament have not yet been brought

down, thereby depriving the members of this |

House of the means of obtaining important aud
aseful information.” He complained that

tiere was great deiay in presenting some most |

important returns.  One ordered so long ago
18 29tk February, 18384, had never yet
been brought down. He condemned the course
of the Government in allowing these interests
to be delayed and dwelt upon the importance
of prompt obedience by the Government to
orders ol tue House for information to be laid
before it.

Hon. Mr. FRASER said he presumed the
hon. gentlewan hardly expected to carry the
Jatter part of his resolution, which was a direct
censure of the Government. The hon. gentle-
man evidently was nom aware that the strict
practice ot Parliament was that when a return
was not brought down in the session in which
it was ordered the order for it was renewed.
He guoted from May and _Bourinut on this

yint, and pointed out that it was the reason-
‘able and convenient practice. It was true that
1 gometimes, as a matter of conveunience, returns
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1 am aware that they were received

—
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session were brought down the

-

ordered one

next, but in taking the course it did
the Government was within the line
of strict Parliamentary practice.  He
moved  the following  amendment :—

T'hat returns ordered in a previous session are
frequently, as & matter of convenience, pre-
sented in the following session, but the strict
practice of Parliament requires that when
Parhament is prorogued, before a return is
presented an order for the return should be
ohtained in the ensuing session, as if no order
hal been previously made.

Mo, MEREDITH said that the Commis.
sioncr of Publie Works (Mr. Fraser) was
responsible for the delay, and in former ses.
sions, when asked about these returns, he put
oil the hon. gentleman (Mr. Clancy) with the
statcment that he was busy or the delay was
unavoidable. 1t seemed now like a breach of
faith, arter the hon. gentleman had refrained
from asking the renewal of the orders, to treat
hin as it was now proposed to do.

Mr. CLANCY said that the Government
soughit to shield itselr bebind the rules of the
House, althouygh the practice had not been in
accordance with these rules.
had Leen to bring down papers, although or-

The practice .

dered in o previous sessioll or even a previous .

Parliament. There we:e no fewer than 54
sessional clerks cuploye:d, and there was not a

auarter ol arcturn each for thewm to prepave in |

& session,  The sole reason for opposing the
motion was that the Government had a large
majoriy.

Mr, FITASER said that was not the ‘sole
recason, \Vhat he bad said was that the House
would not censure the Government for follow-
ing the strict practice of Parliament. 7The
convenicuace of that rule was shown by the fact
that out of eleven returns ordered in 1384
only one or two wouid now be of anv use.

Mr. WOOD (Hastings) said that if a motion
for o return held good for only one session
there was all the more reason for urgency,

1Vhe House divided on Mr, Fraser's amend-

meunt, which was carvied by 4l to 24. The
following is the division list :—
Yeas.—Allan, Armstrong, Awrey., DBalfour,

DBaliantyue, Bishop, Dezard, Dronson, Chishiolmn,
Clarke (Northumberiand), Ciarke (Weliington),
Coumee, Dack, Dryden, Feguson, Field, Fraser,
Freeman, Libson (Huron), Gilmour, Gonld, Gra.
Lais, Hardy., Hillard, Lyon, MeAndvew, Nie-
Laughlin,  Mowal, Murray, Nairn, O'Connor,
Pacand, Phelps, Ra yside, Robillard, Ross (Huron),
Hoss (Middlesex), Smilh, Waters, Widditield—-41.

NAVE —-i_“}..'h, Claney, Uarke, L, i, t('Toronto),
Craiy, Creighton, Uraess, Fell, Freach, ilammell,
Hess, Ingram, Meacho, Meredith, Miller, Mok,
Moram, Dstrom, Preston, Horke, Stewart, Tooley,
Whituey, Wood (Hlastingsl, \WWyhe—24.

Hon, A. M. INOSS announced that arrange-
ments, including o special train, had been
made for members and their wives and friends
to visit the Agricultural Coliege next Wed-
nesday.

SEED GRAIN COMPANIES.

Mre. TOOLEY moved for a return of copies
of the evidence taken by My, Aumilius Irving,
GO, with reterence to tae Ontario Grain &
Seed Company, and of the report, if any, made
by himn with regard to the said company, its
lormation or nlrul':t'..iuns. tle said that the
farmers had been defrauded of large sums of
that the Government deserved
credit for appointing a commission to inguire
Into the matter.,

Mr. INGRADM said that farmers in his sec-
tion had suiicred severely from frauds in con.
nection with seed grain,

Hon. A. M. ROSS said that the report of
1 i o . w
the Commissionsr would be laid before the
House. He understood that true bills had
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been found against the principal officers of the |

'I..'Hlllil;llll'.

Mr. WOODS (Hastings) said the wouder |

was that anybody could be found so ignorant

e i

as to accept the promises which were made iy
connection with these seed grain transactions,

Hon, Mr. HABDY said he had noticed g
case in which a person who had hought these
receipts by wholesale had sued upon soine of
them and had been successful. He had beep
a little surprised by this result, as he had sup.
posed that in guch a case notice wnulfl be im-
puted to the party. It was not only ignorant
persons who were deceived by these agenis,
e knew of a case where a very intelligent
farmer had gone into the transaction, hoping
to profit by it, and he must say that he did not
consider him free from blame.

Mr. MEREDITH said he believed there
was actually a case in which an agent for ag-
ricultural implements had been taken iy,
(Laughter.)

I'he motion was carried.

Mr. Ingram’s motion for a return of fees

paid to county officers in 1887 was withdrawn, |

THE MINING POLICY.

Mr. MEREDITH rose to move his resolu.
tion in favor of the appointinent of a committee
to take evidence as to the timber and mineral
resources of the Province,

Hon. Mr. MOWATY sugzested that the reso-
lution should be postponed.

Mr. MEREDITH expressed a stroug pre.

ference for going on at once. He asked
whether the Government intendaed to oppose

or agree to this rezolution.
Hon. Mr. MOWAT said he thought they

| could hardly agree with it.

L]

Me. MEREDITH —-That is to say, you will
oppose it. When will the Government bring
on the debate on the Inter-1’rovincial resolu.
tions ?

Hon. Mr. MOWAT—Next week., Ithought
Thursday would be a pretty good day,

Mr. MEREDITH pointed out that that
would put the debate off for a week, and the
plea migit be urged that that was too late for
tlie comittee to get to work, and this wounld
be given as a reason ior not consideriug the
mosion,

Hon. Mr. MOWAT—You'll have a
of the session aiter that.

The rezolution was postponed for the time
being.

month

UNSAFE BUILDINGS,

Mr. BRONSON, moviug the second reading
of bis bill to amend the Municipal Act, ex.
plained that its object was to empower Muni.
pal Conncils to prevent the erection of uusale
buiidings, even where those buildings were uot
of a public character,

The bill was read the second time and re-
ferred to the Municipal Committee,

DITCHES AND WATERCOU RSES,

Mr. NAIRN moved the sccond readiug of
his bLill to awmend the Ditclies and Wator-
courses Act, He explained that it was 20
carry out what was intended to be done last
year--authorise county engincers or.der
covered draining in certain cases, At present
the law was not direct i 1ts application.

After a brief discussion the bill was read the
second time and
Comnmittee,

10

COUNTY ROADS,

Mr. WOOD (Hastings) moved the second
rcading of his bill to amend the Municipal
Act, explaining that it was to define the re
sponsibility of the County Council in cert
cases relating to roads controlled by the
county,

PRIVATE BILLS.

The following private bills were read the
second time :

To authorise the Town of Almonte to
issue certain debentures—Mr, Hilliard,
Respecting Trinity church, Toronto—Mr.
Leys,

1o enable the Orphans’ Home, Ottawa, to
borrow money—Mr. Bronson,

To extend the time for the completion of
the Sangeen Valley railway-—Mr, Meredith,

Respecting a certain debenture debt of the

| Township of Bexley —Mr. Fell,

To legalisca certain by-law of the Town of
Sault Ste. Marie—Mr. Leys.

The House adjourned at 5.15 o'clock.
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referred to thie Municipal |




