ing of the bill respecting ancillary proba

and letters of administration. At
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causing delay and expeuse.

(By Owr Own Reporter,)
February 16, 1808,
The Speaker took the chair at three o’clock
THE EVENDEN ANNUITY.

Hon. OLIVER MOWAT moved that this |
House doth ratify an Order in Council ap-
provel by his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
on the 26th day of Jauvary, 1888, waiving the

tration granted in any part of it

!

to u similar conclusion, and it was agreed tha

pass concurrent legisiation.

' at last something

tes

_ present
where a person dies out of Ontario and letters

oi adininistration are granted elsewhere, or the
will is proved elsewhere, a new probate or
letters of administration must be granted here,
This matter was
considered at the lontercolonial Conference in
London and there was s geueral agreement us
tothe practicability of re-organising thronghout
the lampire probute or letters of adminis-

' be & settlement in reality.

T unconneeted with either Yrovince.

1 he!

Inter-Provincial Conference at Quebec came

the Provincial Legislatures should to that {.‘Il{ﬁ
So it is proposeil
that the Act shall go into toree at once, so far
as the Provinces are concerned, and that it
shall go into force by proclamation regarding

claim of the Province to a certain aunuity of |
the sum of 875, devised and bequeathed to the
Deai, Dumb and Blind lustitation of Upper
Canada, by one James Ivenaen, deceased,

any part of the Kmpire which is willing to
reciprocate by passing similar legislation re.!
cognising probates granted in Ontario. He'
proposed to add a clause to the bill compelling
the executor to give security for the assets in

uc-adiugl{

_ = ; : ; Untavio,
formerly of the Town of Barrie, who died on )

or about the 5th day of November, 1867. He
explained that the estate of the deceased had

ing of the probate or letlers of administra.
tion should be done by the county Jjudge in-

Mr. MEREDITH thought that the seal.

turned cut much less valnable than had been
expected, and as the relutives were in poor cir-

oumatances it was tbought a fitting thing that
the Government should forego its claim to the
~annnity which had been bequeathed to the
| Deat, Dumb and Blind Institution as stated,
"An reply to a question by Mr. Meredith, he
stated that his kuowledge of the facts came |
mainly from correspoudence, but he had no
doubt that the facts were as represeuted. l
' The resolution was carried. |
MERCER ESTATE AGAIN.
Hon. Mr. MOWAT moved :—That this
House doth ratify au Ovder in  Council, ep-
proved by his Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
ou tne 25th day of Junuary, 1883, with refer-
ence to the application of The Prisou Gate §
Mission for the discharge of a certain 1uort-
gage, dated the 24dth day of January, 1863,
made by Samuel G. Ridous and Rebececa, his
wite, to the late Andrew Mercer, to secure the
repayment of £401, with interest at 6 per
cent., such mortgage being part of the eschieat-
ed estate of the said Mercer, and dire cting
that the lands covered by said mortgage be re-
leased and discharged thereirom. He explained
that while it had been decided that the real
estate left by the late Andrew Mercer eschieat.
ed to the ['rovince as representative of the |
Crown, and not to the Dominion, no decision
had yet been reached us to the personal prop-
erty. The mutter had been brought before |
the Courts-—the Dominion joining in the suic— !
but the Courts refused to hear the case !
us then presented, and he confessed he did not
Kuow how it could be brought up. However,
as the estate, so fur as it Lhad been lelt to the
Provinee, had been uvsed for charitable pur-
poses, the organisation to which it was pro-
posed to release this mortlgage was an exceed.
ingly useful oune, being devoted to reclaiming
women who had been in prison. It had done
au exceedingly useful work. The Miuister of
Justice, o bebalf of the Dominion, had con-
curred in this disposition of this portion of the
property. He thoughe the proposal he made
would neet with the approval of the House, !
Mr., MEREDITH said the Premier had !
taken advantage of nearly every opportunity
he could find to raise a question of Provineial
rights, stirring up bad blood and saddling the
Province with a heavy load of expeuse. He
(Mr. Meredith) was glad tqsee that the hon.
gentleman was beginning to act upon the ad-
vice given him by tl}e Opposition by trying to
settle these questions on a cominon-sense
basis. He hoped the new departure would be |
continued. *
Hon. Mr. MOWAT —The policy and practice
of the Government on this point are the same
now as they have always been.  (Hear, hear.)
We only raise constitutional questions involy. |
ing Provincial rights when it was im.
tant that they should be raised, and
when the Dominion resisted the Pro. |
vincial view, and when we were right
in the position we !:mk. (Loud Cheers.) Then
in regard to getting the coucurrence of the
Dominion Government in matters of this kind, |
this is not the first instance in which we have |
done it. Where both Governments concurred |
in the appropriation of the wouey to a particu- |
lar object there was no object in litigation, |
and in such cases we have never had any liti. :
gation, and repeatedly during several years |

ast agreed upon these matters rather than

ave litigation where we thought there was |
the slightest yuestion oi our right, though we |
do nos think there is much question in this'
case. (Cheers.) _

1'he motion was carried.

ANCILLARY PROBATE.

Hon. O. MOWAT moved the second read.

- e —— —

 trate or two justices of the

‘thing to allow o justice of the peace to try the

- tio1.

stead of by the Surrogate clerk, |

Mr. FRENCH suggested “hat the Act should |
be made to apply to the Territories as well as
0 the Provinces of Caunada,

The bill was read the second time,
MAINTENANCE OF DESERTED WIVES, |

Hon, O. MOWAT moved the second reading |
of thie bill respecting the meintenance of wives |
deserted by their husbauds, At present a |
husband who deserts his wife aud family or
negleets to support them is liable to fine and
imprisonment, but this remedy is a very un-
satistactory one for the family.  T'ne bill pro- |
poses that the sume wribunal, namely, a magis-
peace, shall huve |
power to order the pavmeut of an allowance in |
such a case. The Superior Courts now have
this power, but the procedure is too expensive |
for many women to undertake, He favored a
suggestiou which he had received from a
learned judge, a fciend of hon. gentlenien
opposite, uawely, that the appeal shuali be to
the Division Court Judge and not to the
Division Court.

Mr. MEREDITH said that everybody must
sy mmpathise with the object of the bill.  The
law  was now practically a denial of
Justice o the poor. He did not,
anevur, think that sv extensive a power
graunting alimony up to 8310 a week snhould be
couterred upon justices or the peace, and he
thought it would be better if the power were
@:veu to a police magistrate or a county judge.

Mr. O'CONNOR agreed with Mr. Mereditn,

Hon. O. MOWAT said that ditficult cases
might occasioualiy arise, but it was not desir.
able that for the sake of oue case out of 2C0 o
more cumbrous method should be adopted for
theother 199, Vienerally speuking, thesc cases
were cklrﬂua-ly simpie, and there was an
peal to the county judge where
ditliculty.

Mr. FRENCII said it was a very serious

L]
|

—— e —— &

4%

u[h
there was any

uestion of a woman's virtue, which often
080 1N these cuses, |
Hou C. F. FRASER szaid that the same
unals already had power to try these cases,
¢ oniy ditference being that the present reti-
ly was eriminal instead of civil,
 Mr. MEREDITH said this gave power (o
0 Jusiices oi the pence to declare & woman
ity of adultery, though the law as alresdy
e statute book provided cases of seduction
not be decided even by the County

AEAALY 4T 1)
s i : L1 "

. son whe
the County Courts were not authorised to deal
with the cases mentioned was that they in. |
volved questions of damages. He pointed out |
that the other lega! vemolies hithierto open to |
women deserted by their linsbands were still |
opei. This was o new vemedy of which they |
eed not take udvantage unless they chose.
Lbe bill was read the second time,
ARBITEATION WITH QUEBEC. |
. Hon, Mr. MOW AT moved the sccond read-
ing of the bill respecting arbitration with the
Province of Quebes. Heo explained that this
bill nuthorgised the disvosal of certain questions
at 1ssue between the two Provinces by arbitra-
tion. The principal of these had already been
explained by the Treasurer in his l-i'hlgut '
speech. Que was in connection with the Upper
Canada improvement fund—Crown lands sold
h.ezuru Contederation, There was also a (ues-
tion as to school lands sold since Confeaera- |
' For some years the award was repu-
dinted by Quebec, but money on account of
these lauds comtinued to be received and the
Province had to account for them.
posed that uli the arbitrators should be Judges |
one to be appointed by each I’rovince and uu:-.
to be appointed bv agreement, the third to be *

- il_l.: ‘o re

}

It was pro- |

without success. | |
must be either to the Courts or o arbitration,
and his prefereuce was for the latter.

v .

; i

Mr. CREIGHTON expressed pleasure that
like a practical step had been
taken towards a settlement of this question iy |
which 8o mavy of the municipalities were iu-
terested. It was to be hoped, however, that it
would not be the same as it had been in tle
other case, for this arbitration was merely 1o
settle an arbitration which had previously Lieen
appointed and had given a decision. lle hoped
that the setticment by this arbitration would

Mr. MEREDITH said that last session the
suggestion was made {rom the Opposition side
of the House that the reasonabie, sensible

[ course in this matter was a reference to arbi.

tration. But the Treasurer at that time «c.
clared that there was nothing to arbitraie,
that it was a question of law. He ()M,
Meredith) was glad the hon. gentleman !ad
decided to take a more inoderate view, \o
doubt the gentlemen at Quebec, with their «v.
kind reception of the hon. gentle.
man and his colleagues, had induced him to
moderate his views somnewhat.

Hon, Mr. ROSS (Huron) said that last ses.

sion he had declared his opinion that there

was no question in this matter. An arbitra-
tion had been held and an award given, and it
was the duty of the Dominion Government,
which had charge of the funds, to place to the
credit of the Provinces the sums as awarded.
He, as Treasurer, had repeatedly asked the
Dominion Government to do its duty, but
}Iu\'iﬂﬂ falled, the recourse

As to
the influence of the reception at Quchec, he
might say that this arbitration was agreed

| upon before the Quebec Conierence was held,

(Hear, hear. )
1The bill was read a second time,
SUPPLY. |
The Honse then went into Conunittee of
Supply, Mr. Harcourt in the chair.
TilE IRREGULARITIES.
In the discussion of the appropriations for
salaries and expeuses of the Treasury Depart.

wment,

Mr. MEREDITH called attention to the

- record in the Public Accounta relating to the |

recent irregularities. He supposed that it was |

due to the appoiutimment of an auditor inde- !

pendent of the Government (us the result ofa |
motion from the Opposition side) that these
irregularities were discovered. As he under.
stood from the Tremsurer’s statement, Mir.

- Munro, who investigated the case, was ap
pointed as special anditor.

But it was strauge
that no cominunication of the fact was made
either to the Public Accounts Committee or to
this House. On the coutrary, it looked as
if there was an etfort to couceal the facts, for
Le found that the items in the public accouuts
showing the payment to Mr. Muuro explained
his services to be only those of a *‘clerk.”
This course was pnot worthy of the Lreasurer,
and it was not fair treatment of the House.

The hon. gentlewran, in his speech, sought to
make a point against the Dominion Govera:
ment by saying that the ofticer wioily or in
part rt:spansib?u for these wrregularities wa:
now in the service of that Governinent, Surely
political capital was not to be made at the ex
pense of the character of persous in the pablic
service, Surely, if the Treasurer was not in
a position to make a direet charge against
this man, he should have ref-ained from speak-
ing of him as he did. With the Attorney.
Gieneral in his place such insinuations as had
been indulged in ageinst this officer were doubly
unworthy, for, if he had been guilty of wrong

doing, the Attorney-General should bring hiw
to Justice. This was not a subject to be usel
by the 1'reasurer merely to raise a laugh, i
any officer had been guilty of anything wrong
in relation to the public funds he expressed
the hope that the Public Accouuts Conunit:ce
would be called together and an oppnortunity

- given to investigate these mattera.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Huron) said Le had given
the information on this subject at the earliest
moraent he could after having learned accur-
ately the facts, T'he last speaker had found
tault with him for not speaking earlier and
also declaimed against charges being made
ugainst public officials in such cases unless
criminal  actions  were taken, thus con-
tradicting himself. The discovery of
the . irregularities was ade  before
the appointment of the auditor under
the present system. He had not said
that he employed a special auditor, but tha

| he engaged an expert accountant unconuected

with the department,
ed at first a
afterward found.

That gentleman report-
reater discrepancy than was
But the officer who was re-

sponsible for the books denied the accuracy oi
the report and asked

pert assistance to help him. ‘This was frecly

that he might have ex:

ncc?riied. The examination was carried on a3
rapidly as possible, and it was only about five

days before the opening of the House that he

was placed in Possession of the exact figures.
Having accurate tformation, he took the ear -

est opportunity of laying it before the Houso.




