fortunates in the asylums. In the Pro- |

vince of Quebee, they have of late years
adopted this prineiple, and they now charge
one-half to the municipalities from which
they come. In the Lower Provinces this has
been the practice for years, and not only as
regards a portion of the expenditure in the
construction of the buildings. Then there is
a third course which might be taken by the
Government to meet this deficiency, and that
is to draw upon the surplus that we have on
hand. That is the course which the Govern-

ment propose to take on this occasion.

(Hear, hear). We do not consider that it
would be advisable at the present time to
«hift any responsibility upon the municipali-
ties so long as we have a reserve fund on
' hand from which we can take the excess of
expenditure,

THE DOMINION ACCOUNTS,

Now, I regret, Mr. Speaker, that I have
again to announce, as it has been officiall y
announced in the Speech from the Throne,
" that no prozress has been made in the settle-
ment of the accounts with the Dominion.
ean assure hon. gentlemen that it is from no
lack of endeavour on my part that no pro-
gress has been made, last ycar [ informed
the House that at the meeting held in Sept.
188%. at Ot cawa, bet ween the Finance Minister,
the Treasurer of Quebec, and myself, we had
arranged that as the allowance for interest
upon the surplus debt, which had been as-
sumed by the Dominion, would make a
material difference in the accounts as, for-
merly submitted, the Deputy Finance
Minister should make a re-cast of the ac
counts with the modifications this would
necessitate, leaving out the Indian claims,
| which we agreed should be put in a suspense
account. That statement was promised by
December of that year, but although I have
repeatedly applied for it, aud have
done everything I possibly could to get
it. I have never received it yet. No doubt
some excuse might be made for the delays
last year—the late period at which the House
broke up ; Sir Leonard Tilley's absence in
England, and his illness after his return,
ete. —but we cannot close our eyes to the fact
that there seems to be a certain amount of
inertia in rezard to this matter that it is im-
possible to oyercome. I have endeavoured,
also. referring to the Land Improvement
Fund, to get the consent of Quebec to the
Land Improvement Fand on Crown Lands
being creditea to Ontario and allowed
to us, as I mentioned last year,
The Treasurer of Quebec stated that he
did not wish to acquiesce until he had had
an opportunity of consulting his Attorney-
General. I have repeatedly urged for and
endeavoured to get a deflnite statement from
them as to the position Quebec would take
in this matter, but have failed to obtain it. 1
may mention, however, that in the Trea-
surer's Budget Speech in March last he inti-
mates that he will resist to the uttermost
this amount being credited to On.
tario. And I therefore regret (o say
' that 1 think that the matter will
have to be brought into the courts before we
can effect a settlement., I am sorry for this,
as the municipalities are pressing.for pay-
| inent. I have urged that theamount shonid be
Flaced to theeredit of Ontario inthe accounts
urnished to us, leaving Quebece to dispute it
if they chose. Whether it will be placed in
the re- :ast when received 1 cannot say, but
[ hope that it will be. But I may say for the
benefit of these municipalities, that so soon

nn_ltllm amount is paid to the Province, we
| wi

PAY IT TO THE MUNICIPALITIES,

Until we know . that it is going to be allowed
ns—until we are assured chat it is an asset
that we are going to receive—we cannot pay
it over to the municipalities. 1 explained be-
fore, but in consequence of the number of
communications which [ have received, I will
| repeat, that there are two classes of lands
that are subject to this fund. The one is
school lands: the other Crown Lands, It
is the school Jands that we are
now going to pay the interest
on. It is the Crown Lands which are
now a matter of dispute. The item of school
lands has been credited to the Provinece, and
as it is admitted to be a debt due us, we in.
tend to pay it to the municipalities. But the
Land Improvement Fund upon Crown Lands
is a fund which is not allowed to us, and one
which Quebec is evideutly inclined to dispute
and resist,  Now, in these remarks which 1
have made in reference to these accounts, I do
not wish to reflectupon the oflicials at Ottawa;
In fact I believe that Mr. Courtney is desi-
rous of getting rid of these accounts just as

' much as we are.and the cireumstances which |

I have mentioned as having occurred may,
perhaps, be

SOME EXCUSE FOR DELAY,

- but I trust that these delays will not con-
tinne. I am satisfied that it is a source of
great regret, not only to the Government,
but to the Province, that we have not been
able to get a settlement, nor to know what

snosition is. - This spirit _has also
il:g;n'mihited in regnrf.;l to the Boundary
question. We met with -rcnnt-inual delay
and rocrastination, We knmf that
this delay has involved the Province |
in a large amount of expense and
inconvenience, and for El{lht years the ro- |
gress of the country has been retarded. The
amount which the disputed Boundary Ques-
tion has involved the rovince for actual ex-
nse for disbursements is $75,000. Also in
ﬂf:euue matters the Dominion Government |
has involved us in large cXpenscs. Although
we have a decision of the Privy 'Cuum:il in
regard to the Boundary awarded in 1878, yet
it seems impossible to move the Dominion to
accede to the decision and take such steps
as to enable us to deal with freedom with
the - territory awarded. 1 notice in the
Budget Speech of the Hon. Treasurer of
Quebee, to which I have referred, that he
makes a statement which 1 will read to the

House. It is this i(— .

In view of the case going to the Privy Couneil T
thought that, inasmuch as the whole difficulty as
to the license question arose from the Dominion
Parliament interfering with Provincial Rights
and that so far the judgment of the Provincial
Courts. almost without exception, and of the
sSupreme Court, being in our favour, that we
should not be obliged to pay out mume{ to defend
our rights in England. 1 represented this view of
the question to Sir John A. Macdonald, and he
agrced that the Dominion would pay all the costs
incurred in carrying the license case to Kngland,
where we will take good care 1o be fully repre-
sented.

Although we have had no similar intimation
that the experses incurred by Ontario for
this purpose will be paid by the Dominion, 1
cannot conceive it possible that re-paym:2nt
will be allowed to Quebee without it being
allowed to Ontario. 1 expect, therefore, as
Quebec is to get the amount refunded, Onta-
rio will also get that treatment. I am glad
to see that the Dominion Government have l
' recognized their liability to re-imburse Pro-
vinces for the expenditure on account of
these disputes, Ontario will have a little
bill to present in regard to the Boundary
Award and the License question. The
actual disbursements amount to %100,000.
' In addition to that 1 think we have a good
claim on the Dominion for loss sustained in
consequence of the unwarranted contention
" of the Dominion in regard to the Boundary.
' In consequence of that, that northern coun-
' trv has been kept back, and its settlement
retarded : and we have been deprived of the
ravenue from that territory.

Mr. MEREDITH - Ha, ha !

Hon. A. M. ROSS -Even now Iam sorry to
see that the hon. gentleman thinks it is a

matter of mirth that the Dominion Govern-
| ment are rut-u.iuinp{ in their hands some-

thing like a hundred thousand dollars whieh
rightfully belongs to Ontario. I thinkitisa
matter which '

DESERVES THE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION
of the House,and 1 trust that if we present a
claim to the Dominion we will have the as-
sistance of hon. gentlemen opposite, to sece
that we get justice, If the Dominion Gov-
ernment have recognized their liability for
the amount {spent by Quebec in defending |
their rights, they eannot refuse to refund On-
E.t.!’u.r lhll' armount we have incurred in stand-
| ing up tor our rights in these issues, and |
say that I hopa that we will have the in- |
fluence of the hon. membeor for London in
pressing thesoe elaims, and that having given
us  that intluenee, he will continue Lo
give it to us. Mr. Speaker, 1
will not detain the Tlouse longer, 1
| have now taken up more time than I expect-
ed, but I may say that the House may be
congratulated npon the result of last year's
operations, We have met all the expendi-
ture under the Sapply Bill out of the ordin-
ary revenue of the Provinee, and taking even
the expenditure outside of theS upply Bill,
such as the $35,000 pﬂ.ili to Quebec, &e., we
have only been required to trench upon our
surplus to something like the extent of $40.-
000. This year we expect to trench
upon that reserve to the cextent of some
$400,000, and it is well that we have a reserve |
that we can have recourse to in such an
emergency as this; but 1 think it is neces-
sary to impress upon the House that we have
arrived at a period when our expenditure is
fully equal to, if not inexevss of, our revenue,
And it is therefore necessary that the House
should scrutinize with the greatest cave any
demands made wupon the Government,
and not countenance suca demands unless
they are clearly in ‘he public in-
terest, for the public weal, and within
the financial ability of the Province., That is
 one of the principles upon which my hon-
| ourable l!eader the Attorney-General has
i:ﬂmluu_ted the affairs of the Province for the
ast thirteen years, and I think that the re-
| cord he can point to during these thirteen
years Administration, if not perfect in every
respect, is one that we can point to with a
pardonable degree of pride and with the
greatest gratification. 1 think, Sir, that
:"”{“ ﬂ“’-‘: Opposition will not dispute this. 1
l‘i’:‘lfm*if-]:‘;lﬂ Efl iumre of the time of the
n ntended, Mr, Speaker, jand
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