nTah:. jury werein a farbetter position to judge
0

THE NEED OF MERCY

than the House, as the former had all the
evidence before them. He referred to the
| course taken by the Minister of Justice in
furnishing a political iustification of the
Government's course before the meet-
ing of Parliament. As to the causes
which led to the rising, the Con-
servative newspapers were furnishing the
country with evidence that the Indians had
been treated most shamefully--they had been
cheated, wronged, and ill-used. He contend-
ed that they were not called upon either to
palliate or condemn the conduet of the Do-
minion Government until all the evidence
was before them, He thought the people
were entitled to knowledge of the circum-
stances which induced the Government to
disregard the reconmmendation to merey.

While he had no desire to svmpathize with

rebellion, still they must know whather
the peonle were so goaded as to induce them
to o into rebellion. The country must
know whether the people had been Frnt.eut-
od. gunarded, and their grievances listened
to by the men who were paid to look after
the people.

Mr. ROBILLARD contended that the ery
azainst the Dominion Government’s course
in the Riel matter was only from professional
paliticians and demagogues. He stated that
at tirst he had been in sympathy with Riel,
bnt he had changed his epinion. He recount-
e the hardships of the Halfbreeds, and still
contended that they had been magznified,
Mr. ‘Robillard took the items in the
Speech seriatim, and favoured the House
with his views on each, He said the ques.
tion of the amendment to the amendment
would not be settled here, but at the polls at
the general election,

Dr, McMAION said that the amendment
introduced by the member for North Essex
appeared to have been moved with the sole

PURPOSE OF CATCHING VOTES,
(Cheers.) But he believed the electors of On-
tario would pay little or no attention to the
question of how any man voted upon the
amendment. The great difliculty was that it
involved a discussion of the whole of the
tronbles in the North-west, He had hoped
that this,a purely Dominion guestion, wonld
not have been raised in this House: and it
was questionable whether it was wise or jn-
dicious to discuss it here at all. (Hear, hear.)
But as it had been dragged in by the mem-
bers of the Opposition it must be met fairly
and squarely. He had been very much sur-
prised at the remark made by the member

i

the Dominion Government were responsible
for the loss of life and destruetion of property
by the hrnrth-ﬁ'est reovellion, '

Mr. YOUNG-—I cannot compliment the
hon, member for Essex on the amendment
he has proposed. It appeared to me to be a
very wealk little bit of parly stratagem, and
as 1mproper as weak, (Applause.) The
weakness is due to the fact thai, though its
professed object is to secure an amnesty for

. the Halfbreeds, we all know perfé# “ly well

that when an offer was mak» from
this side of the House to gwe a
unanimous vote in  favour of this
Prﬂpﬂuihiml, he declined to accept
t. This is proof that his object is not to
secure so much an amnesty as a miserable
party advantage. |

Hon, C, 1", ¥RASER—An amnesty for Sir
John Maedonald., (Applause.)

Mr. YOUNG—So far as the object ¢f the
amendment is to secure an amnesty there is
not any opposition to it. I believe there is
practically no difierence of opinion tarough-
out the country in favourlof clemency being
shown the Halfbreeds, Tndwd, I think it
was the leading Liberal journal which first
suggested that an ampesty sheuld be given,
and I am personally in favour of it, because
the facts show that generaily they have been |

MORE SINNED AGAINST THAN SINNING.
I suppose the whole country understands the |
little device of the hon. gentleman, by which
he thought to place us before the countlry as
having voted against an amnesty, but he ap-
pears 10 beunawareof the fact that the Liberal
pacrcy in this House will have an immedi-
ate opportunity of putting themselves right.

He was surprised to find Mr. Morris taking

up three-quarters of an hour iu urging an |

indictment in this House against Riel, _Tha
houn. gentleman had been wasting his time.
No person en the Government side of the
House had undertaken to defend Riel. If he
had needed any proof that the amendment to
the amendment was proepared when such
matters were prepared—in Ottawa—it was
the warmth which the leader of the Opposi-

tion had manifested in dealing with it. lle

reverted to the former rebellion,and asserted
(hat if the Dominion Premier had done his
duty thea there would have been no second
rebellion. ;

I¢ being six o'clock, the Speaker left the
chair.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. YOUNG, continuing, said that when
Sir John Macdonald, after the foriner rebel-
lion, held communication with Riel and gave
him money to live in the United States, he

~directly encouraged hin to come over and try

. for Russell, when he spoke of his friends in |

- Quebee as having been deluded in this mat-

cter in the manner in which they had acted |
after the execution of the unfortunate Lonis
Biel, That was a guestion which he could
not pretend to discuss, He believed
that according to the laws of the

the same thing on again, The leader of the

Opposition said that the Halfbreeds had no

iust cause for complaint.  He (Mr. Young)

{;new that the land policy of the Governmeal

had created universal dissatisfaction in that
country, and many @f the inhabitants had

| gone to Dakota.

North-west he was  tried legally. Mr, CREIGHTON —~Where the regulations |
But the question naturally arose, and are not o liberal, |
there was a great difference of opinion upon Mr. YOUNG said he thought the settlers |
it, whether, after being tried and condemned were the best judges of that, and they

as he was, he should have suffered the ex-
treme penalty of the law. He was not going
' to say whether or not he should have sufler-
ed it. One of the great questions raised by

Riel's compatriots was that of his sanity. The
reuple of Quebec, and he believed a large num-
er of the people of Ontario, were not at all
satisfied in regard to that point. In hisopin-
ion he did not receive fair play in regzard to
that Commission. That Commission had not
reported so far as he knew, At all events,
they did not report at the time in such a man-

ner that the pabliec conld indxa whether ho But for the deafness of the Dominion Govern-
was insane or not.  The guestion whether ha |

: ment to all warnings we :-;Imuld_lmru b(jLﬂ.
F'm:;; 1ih;~i;u ::lu'_ gailry badb -i*n;lff:;ﬂm.i byt n_: | Hm-ﬁd a{l Lhe_luqtt;luf b{pm:l;u::i I;ieaqr}?.lilzl::rﬁ |
onrts, ul he was not ready to agree wil tO0 ace in the North-west. The @
the remark made by the hon. member for little doubt that one of the colonization coin-
tunate man pursued the course he did spark which kindled thﬁ ri:]ﬂ.r.lhuln. : 'lllm 1\{14!1
‘ E : | had admitted that the Haltbreeds had gricy-
gty iy e e rated tbe Jast 06"
or laere. . Lthat he dud from e com- *“in which the ollicials treate Jusy ae-
mencement to the termination of that uan- mands of the ‘*\1*’“”‘ gmd we agree with ME.
fm-i.unatull-f_-hulelli-lm !‘EETu;hﬂlﬁ;;li;;didr“'f flt Blake Lh?,t' thu:lr negli ET:[& r:}u?,.ﬁl;?:hﬂbﬂ:;:
was true he nad asked or »o50,000, bt ior | inexcusable, and contribuie f A
what purpose{ His intention, if his own tne insurrection..... Had they had votes like
statement was to be believed, was to go over | white men, or if, like the Indwans, they had
to the other side to enlist the sympathies of |

would hardly have sold out and left for |
{he United States if they had not had sowme’
substantial grievance, In Dakota there wi“f
a tract 200 miles long and 100 miles broad
settled almost entirely by Canadians, most of
whom had left the Canadian North-west by
reason of the land regulations. While in
Manitoba and the North-west he had hoeard
numerous complaiuts  about the land
regulations, and the loudest  denun-
ciations of the Government came from
men who had been staunch Conservatives.

' been numerous enougi to command respect |
his compatriots and then conguer the North-

west Territories., 1t was to b2 remembered
that he came to Manitoba at the request of

the jHalfbreeds themselves—at the request of |

men at whose call he came into the country, |

those whom hon, gentlemen opposite wero
asking to have released-—they were asking
the House to approve of the execution of
Riel. and at the same time they were asking
that mercy should be extended to the very

e recarded the amendment as a mere poli-
{ical thl'itk devised with the idea--delusive as
he believed-——-of catching votes, and he
thought he would be doing right in voting
against it. :

Mr. MORRIS reviewed the ciremmnstances
of the rebellion, and contended that Riel had
had a fair trial. He repelled the idea that

and overawe red tape, without doubt the

wheels of oflice wonld have
for them ; but being only Hulfbrqﬂr.lu the
were put off with an eternal prowmise, unti
natience ceased to be a virtue.

revolved

We repeat

\gain, that the departmental system under
7hich such callous and cruel neglect of a por-
tion of the community was possible, was
wrongz and should be censured.” But In

order to prove that the
HALFBREEDS HAD GRIEVANCES,

it was not necessary to look beyond the ae-
tion of the Government icselt v apvointing a
commission to settle the ¢'aims ot he Half-
breecds—a commission wi 1 had settled be-
tween 1,800 and 2,000 claims. [t was 1_!5113
surprising that the Halfbreeds, fearing evic-




