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Fifth Parliament --- Third

Session.

Fripay, January 22,
(By Our Own Reporters.)
The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock.
NEW MEMBERS,
Mr. George D. Hawley, member for Len.

nox, was introduced to the House by Hon,

C. F. Fraser and Hon. Jamnes Young.

Mr. Robert Ferguson, member for Kent,

was introduced by Hon. A. M, Ross and Mr.
Balfour.

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.

Mr. HAWLEY, in rising to move that
an address be presented in reply to the
Speech from the Throne, asked the iandul-

gence of the House, He said : It was an
unfnrt_:unam circumstance that last spring a
rebellion broke out in the North-west. While
I do not propose to diseuss the events which
led up to that rising of the people, at this

time~—they will be diseussed in the Parlia-
ment of the Dominion—1 wish to sav that
the affair was an extremely regrettable one.

and to join Ilis Honour in approbation of |
the way in which our citizen soldiers
performed the arduous duties and braved

the dangers of that ecampaign, (Applause,)
They reflected eredit upon this Provinee by
the ready manner in which they responded
to the call, and the energetic and effective
way inwhich they subdued the rising. This

speaks volumes for the soldier-like qualities |

eur Volunteears,
AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION.

Reference is made to the agricultural de-
grmminn which exists to some extent in this

rovince. 1t is quite troe that we have had
abundant crops in most parts of Ontario. hu
the low prices which have prevailed have
militated against the farming industry, 1
am quite sure, however, that by a diver-
sity of crops, and the proverbial in-
dustry of our farmers, the failure of
any one of the produects will not have the
disastrous eflect which such a thing
would have had in former times.
It is well known that in the earlior
settled portions of the Province in the west
the land was depreciated by continual wheat
growing, and something like this is now go-
In;]z on in the east with respect to barley. Itis
only by diversity in crops that the fertility of
the soil ean be Kept up to the high standard
we know it to have. T think it is with re-
spect to' this that our Agricultural College

ONTARID LRGLLATJRE

|
!
|
!

has led to good results, and in the future
these results wiil be inereased materially by
the higner state of fertility of our farms in-
duced by the improved methods of the
farmers. The organizacion of Farmers' Insti-
tutes, & number of which have been held
recently, 1 have no doubt will also tend to in-
crease interest in agrienlture, and, in a very
large measure, bring about a better state of
affairs than has existed up to the present. I
wish to draw attention very briefly to

It is well known that, according to the
recent decision of the Privy Conneil, the
whole question of the licensing power rests
with the ProvincialGovernment, (Applause,)
1 think this is a matter of great congratula-
tion to the people of this Provinee. LAD-
plause.) It is also well known that, by the
assumption »f the Dominion Premier, the
matter has been in a state of
greal  uucertainty, though wp to a
recent perviod it was always con.
sidered that the jurisdietion belonged to
the Provin e. From Confederation the Pro-
vincial LeaCslatures took t'|l:ll'r.:t‘ of the mat-
ters, and the leadev ol the Opposition in this
House gave it as his opinion that the au-
thority rested with the Province, and if it
did not the B.N.A. Act ought to be amended
s0 as to give the Provinces that authority.
I think that the position he assumed was
entirely correct. If it had been otherwise.
why were the Provinces allowed toexercise
the anthority unguestioned [or 16 years ? But
suddenly the Premicr of the Dominion had
new light dawn upon him, and proposed to
‘take away fromn the Provinees the anthorit

they had exercised for 16 years. He found it

necessary to take to himsell increased power
and patronage, and for that reason proposed
to take the lleensing jurisdiction from
the place where it had always rested
into his _own hands. If, Mr,” Speaker,
‘this Confederation is to be a lasting and sno.
cessful one, it must be by a full recognition hy
the Dominion of all the rights and authority

tion. We all know his claim

which the Constitution guarantees to each

member of it. (Applause.) If these rights

are to beinfringedon, then Confederation can-
not be lasting. I wish here to draw atten.
tion to some of the utterances of Sir J ohn
Macdonald with respect to the license ques-
: to be a great
constitutional lawyer.. In the town of
Napanee he said that he would stake his
reputation as a constitutional lawyer that
the Crooks Act was not worth the paper it
was written on. And at Yorkville he said:—
Since Confederation his decisions
been given as Minister of Justicegon cun;lt?ttiut?ginenl.ll
\uestions, and in no case had his jugdment been

oversed. He believed the Crooks Act
worth the paper it was written on. a7

Then, Sir, at the opening of the Domini
Parliament i 1883, he pu%in the Gover?mu:

. General's speech these words :—

I am advised that the judgment of ‘th
of the Judicial Cummittea'] ufmﬁ‘m Privy ECoEﬂ:Eiil‘

delivered last June in the case of Russe 1v. The
Queen goes to show that in order to prevent the
unrestrained sale of intoxicating liquors legislation
is needed by the Dominion Parliament.

Sir John Macdonald was appealed to, to
alter that decisionand not to prejudge the
case, but he would not, F,ﬂ(}) passed the
Dowminion License Act. The result of
this was that the Province was
flooded with license inspectors, there were
conflicting jurisdictions, and parties who
already had Provincial licenses were threat-
ened with prosecution if they did not take
out Dominion licenses. What has been the

RFESULT OF ALL THE AGITATION?

Jurisdiction has been left where it was be.
fore the boasts were made, and the decision

of the Privy Council is that the whole ques-

tion of this licensing business rests with the
Provincial authorities, (Applause.) I am

lad, Myr. Speaker, that this decision

as been given, for it will doubt.
less do more than merely foil this
attempt, it will prevent future assaults on
the rights of the Province. (Applause.) The
leader of the Opposition hiraself, as I have
said before, has taken the ground that the
licensing jurisdiction rests with the Pro-
vince, and if it did not that the constitution
should be so amended that it should be placed
there., I think that it was his bounden daty
to have stood by the Government of this Pro-
vince and joined them in insisting that the
Dominion Act should not be put into opera-
tion until the right of the Dominion Parlia-
ment to passit had been decided by the Court,
He did not take that stand, but instead
joined with the powers at Ottawa and
strengthened the hands of Sir Johun Maedon-
ald in his work. (Applause.) I shall not
deal with

THE BOUNDARY QUESTION

at any length. We all know that if the
leader of the Opposition had stood up boldly
along with this Government we should not
have been put to the great cost of obtaining
a settlement which was foreced upon the Pro-
vince., It is gratifying, however, to know
that it is settled beyond dispute, and the
100,000 square miles of which an elfort
was made to rob us have been ad-
ded to our domain—perhaps 1 should
not say added, because they were always
ours. %he contention is still made, however,
that the Dominion authorities have a right
to issue timber licenses, and that not a stick
of timber nor a pound ol lead or iron belongs
to Ontavio. I believe they make this con-
tention because they elaim to have extin-
guished the Indian title. It is the determina-
tion of the Premicr of this Province and his
colleagues to resist the claim, and they have
gone =0 far as to obtainan injuur:} jon against
the persons having these permits, and the
Chancellor has given a decision in which he
says that the timber and minerals
belong to this Province, and that the
Indiane had no claim to them. (Applause.)
What were the terms on which the Domin-
jon Government granted timber permits?
For §5 per square mile, when as a matter of
fact, the Commissioner of Crown Lands re |
ceives all the way from 5200 to 5300 per
squaic¢ mile for linits not so good, 1 have
no doubt that when the people of this Pro-
vinee cone 1o nronciipnee upaoll (helr codnet :
av will anv t'hm- the Goveruwent .u.ud the |
tlli.ﬂ‘t‘f}' fHH"L' been the true defenders of the
rights and interests of this Proviace. As to
iminigration, [ think it is a  wise
;2‘-"3'5“? not  to assist  immigrants [0
-8 country under the circamstance. Wo
all know that in almost every trade there is |
a surplus of employment. There might have
heen some exception to this at one time, but
[ think now there is no such dearth even ol
agricultural labourers as there was some
vears- azo., It will be almost universal-
ly conceded that the present Parliament
Buildings are wholly inadequate and un-
suitable for the present needs of Pariiament |
and the departmonts, the annual expeadi-
taro uuu-\ud to keep them in. re-
pair is largely in excess of what
ought .te be spent and what would be
spent on suitable buildings, and it is to
. be hoped that when the plans have been
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