expanding the money on

to tha psop e. Daring Lis last election campaign
he bad defied Lis opponents to point out road
expenditures that were not actually required in
the public interest. e also detied them to show a
road that was not mals in a proper manner, and
if there was not sufficient work done for the

money. Ho read an article from The Llgzansville
FEaterprise, a Conservative paper, com-
menting most favourably on the Gove
ernmens, auad himself as local member

for South Ronfrew,and a!l the overseers connect-
ed with road-making in that Iading. [le thought
the Opposition would fail to make out a case
against the Goverment in the matter of coloniza~
tion road expanditura at least.
It being one o'cock the

chialr,
AFTATINOON SESSION,

Mr. DILL spoka of the manuner in which
colonization roads had been constructed in Mus-
koka. and showed that in every case they had
bean made in the public interest irrespective of
party consideritions. The great wmajorily of
theso roads were undertaken on potition, and
this year one huandred and thiriy patitions had
been received by the Hon, Commaussioner of Crown
lLiands. If the Government would expend more
hhberally the country would develop more rapidly.

Speaker left the

| The Government were accused of expending

more monev in election vears than in others.
‘That he was propared to dispute, as Lie had made
a statement which showad this was not the
case, 1t wouid ba impossible to earry out tha

- suzgestion of the hon. membar for North Grey

C(Mr. Creighton) of buying provisions

in the
locality where the roads were being constructed,
because the settiers have very little to sell of
such articles as were reguired by the men, He
said the population of Muskoka had increased
between 15871 and 1851 to the extent of 20,2585, and

- if it had not been for the expenditure on colon-
ization roads the population would not have

been nearly so largo as it was to-day. In 1877

' the Opposition moved that the expenditure should
| be decreased, so that if they had their way it
. would result in retarding the progress of the

! ed like that when Mr. _
| him in the nterest of the Province three years

| 80
~weu!d not support 1t. An eflort was made

| pended in the publicinterest and not fritterad

| a resolution of the House of 1857.

| was one thing
but another thing to vote against the asser.
tion that
the vublic interest was practised.
gentleman himself (Mr. Dill) knew
was not true, There was in that circular
circulated by members of .
deliberate *falsification
in a place where the

againsg
benches, )
view of

Guﬂrnment_ and ther candidate to circulate
statements in a riding that were absolutely

false, and they might laugh over
answered their

~ observed that ¢

| country.

Mr. SILLS, referring to a romark of the
member for North Hastings (Mr. Wood),
in refereuca to the appointment of a Cons
sorvative oversser 1n_his riding for the pur-
pose of making him a Reformer, asked if it look-
Aylesworth dischargad

afterwards,

Mr. MEREDITH said they had heard the
revigsed version of tne speech of the member |
for Muskoka. He rembered that on nomina-
tion day in Muskoka the hon. member pub-
licly declared that the present system of
spending these moneys was unsatis actory
and should be changed. "T'ne hou. gentleman

' was compeiled to admit that the svstem was

bad,but because, torsooth, the motion saying
was one of want of conndence he

to make it appear that the Opposition were
uniavourable to liberal grants for enioniza-
tion roads. The Opposition always approved
of a liberal expenditure for ccionization pur-
poses, but they had always insisted that the
money voted by that House should be ex-

The
Diil) had read
Now nhe
would refer to a circuiar issued im the 0.
terest of the Government and of their candi-
didate in  Muskoka in which it was
declared that Mr, Meredith and his sup-
borters voted for - a resolution of Mr.
atter-on’sin 15877, advocating a reduction of
the grant for colomization roads from 17,000
to $50,000. That statement was wholly
devoid of truth, (Cheers,) Such a resoiu-
tion was moved, but it was moved in amend-
ment by Mr. Hardy that this House is of
opinion that a proper regard for economy and
the pubiic interest is pow practised 1n the
purchase of supplies, It was only upon that
amenament that a vote was taken : no vote
was tl}mn on Mr. Patterson’s motion, for
which 1t was stated he voted. (Cheers.) Ig

to vote to reduce the grant,

away and used for political purposes,
hon. memberjfor Muskoka (Mr.

economy and a proper rezard for
The hon,
that that

[ the Government, a
of tne public records

_ _ records were not
accessible. (Cheers.) _

Hon. Mr. HARDY —How would you have
voted ?

Mr. MEREDITH -We would have voted

it.  (Laughter from Government
It might be a small thing in the
hon. gentiemen for members of the

i1t, for ig

urposes. (Hear, hear,
-%W f#!lﬁﬂ:::k)l f:l

» municipalities. The “opposed to the propos
Government should be beld directly runpuulllhla mm“m have the “m

Scotia, where the original sy ‘was
'same as that pursued here, they had'a

' along smoothlv so far,

|
|
!
|

! liberal

- ruie for political parties
‘and thoy made no bones

Gravenhurst,
friends at Ottawa,

osition that the munie |

money for purposes of these roac

T

doned that system, and now the moneys were
handed over to the municipalities, It was
idle to say that these settlers, for whose
benefit these roads were built, were not going
to be more careful with regard to expendi-
ture and get more out Of it than these
road bosses, (Hear, hear.) It was quite
clear that these monevs were being
used for political purposes, as was shown
by the increase in the expenditure
in Muskoka during the Muskoka general
election from $17,000, the sum voted bv the
House, to nearly $35,000. (Cheers.) When
Mr. Lyons was unseated the judges reported,
“ And we further certify that.corrupt prac-
tices did extensively prevail av that election,”
and he ventured to say that no expenditure
was more corrupt than the money spent on i
account of colonization roads. (Cheers.) No
one could go through the public accounts
without seeing a great iooseness in the con- |
duct of these matters, If the hon. genticman,
the Commissioner of Crown Landg, was really, |
desirous of having an honest investigation he

would make him a proposition. Let him con-

sent to the appointment of a committee of

five, who during the summer would proceed

to the spot where witnesses could be ex-

amined and the roads and bridges inspected,

and then they would see if there was no

foundation for the charges. (CUheers.)
Hon. Mr. PARDEE—~Why didn’t you

make this proposition earlier in the session ? |

Mr. MEREDITH asked 1f the hon. gentie-
man meant that he wouid have consented to
it at the beginning of the session, It was
just as easy to assent to it now. (Hear, hear).

t was an utter farce to suppose that there
would be anv proper investigation in the

Pubiic Accounts Committee, He did not at-
tribute personal misconduct to the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, but the hon. gentie-
man knew that these moneys were used for
political purposes, and he ventured to say that
the hon. gentieman would resist any sucn
investigation as he proposed, ((".‘hec:rs): k.

Hon. G. W, 'ROSS

cf the Public Aceounts

day, and 'gentiemen opposite had taken adw
vantage of the opportunities

troducing this trumpery resolution in the House,
He ccnld easily understand the ohject of the hon,
gentieman in introducing this resolution,
leader of the Opposition was afraid
the great Conservative party were

minimized in tho eyes of the
cess which

money by the GGovernment in colonization roads,
They appeared utter'y oblivioua ot the
chiefly by means of colomzation road expendi-
turss; tho population of Muskoka had increased
from saven thousand to twenty-seven thousand,
He wished by this resolution to gain favour with

the people by making out that the Rreat
Conservative party were not

expenditure on
Ho read an extract from
momber on the opposite side of the House, stating
that the expenditure on colonization roads had
been too great, and said the leader of the Oppo-
sition had not questioned the statemont. %Phﬂ
hon. gentleman had not shown that the Governs
ment had not developed the country by their ex-
penditure on colonization roads, Ilad he
travelled through the country he would have
rdmiited that the money had been well spent,
The lands there are not very fertile, and unless
inducements had been offerad to the settlers in
the way of assistance in building roads the settle-
ment of the country would have been slow,

colonization roads,

- besides affcrdingt he settiers the advantages of

egress ana ingress, The construction of the
roads afforded them employment at a time when
they most needed it
He asked hon. gentlemen opposite if they
wero transferred to the Treasury benches if they
would employ Reformers as overseers. He would

venture to say that there would bea meeting of |

Council to deal with every application, and
that every applicant  would required
to  sign  the thirtywnine articles of

the Conservative platform whiecl wera drawn
up some tine ago, and which were being revised
day inandday ont, and unless an applicant
was prepared to do this he cou'd not get a single
culvert to construct hetween Nip'ssing and

That was the policy of their
nm"! the hon. gentleman had
Liverybody knew it was the
to appoint their friends

( nes about it, Other things
eing equal, they believed they had the right to

not censured them,

appoint their friends, and 1t was nobody’s busi«
ness so long as they did

ously and efliciantly,
made against the
Mr. Wilson, he said 1f the

the member for North Has:i , .
he had he should not h::n ngs (Mr. Wood) said

- charge was a substantial one, he asked why the

1_thir:il:-_ work conscientie
Roferring to the charge
ovorseer who had dealt with
officer had done what

done it, but if the

hon. gentlcmau had never asked f
investigation before the Publie Au::unﬁ
Committee. It was a matter

1
unless, brought to the attention of th ;1(}:‘]5:;]::

ment they could not interfere, They were not to
suppose that these men were going to disfran-
chise themselves simply because they were
appointed overseers on a road or b:cause they had
a contract for a wesk or two to build a bridge.
Appointees of the Ottawa (Government, such as
postmasters, occupying subordinate positions,
were not supposed to give up the right of fran-
chise. So far as he was concerned, he thought
that a man who held a permanent appointment
ouzht to keep out of politieal entanglements, but
a man who was employed only for a short time
should not be expected to sacrifice his political
influence. With reforence to Mr. Aylesworth, he
had a perfect right to canvass, because by his
own evidence it was shown that he was not paid
by the Government for the time he was in Madoe,
and that he was only enzared by the day. In
order to substantiate the charge that the money
on colonization roads was expended for politis
cal purposes 1t would have to be shown
that it was expended corruptly, and that the
roads were diverted from the course which they
should properly take. Public buildings were
erected 1n London and elsewhere, but gentlemen
opposite wouid not say that was done for a

political purpose, but simply because these |

roads wers controlled by political opponents
they brought charges of corruption with~
out being able to substantiate them.

Mr. CARNEGIE said the facts fuily bore

out the statements of the member for North
Hastings, Although Mr. Aviesworth was
said to be paid by the day, the accounts for
1884 showed hg received $2,309—(apolause,)
—which at $7¢@ day was for more days than
there were 1n the year. There was tne case,
too, of Mr. Boyd, who, in the celebrated
Algoma eiection, had gone up and down the |
side lines paying $50 and $100 to every Tom, |
Diek, and Harry, ‘How is it that there were
such over-exvenditures in the colonization
accounts 7 There was an over-expenditure of
836,000 in 1884 and £12,000 in 1883. Iun the
Commissioner’s reports from 1880 to 1854
there were items amounting to $28,000, none
of wnhich had any names or roads entered

n::.id the session had gone
I'bere had been a meeting
Committee nearly every

: to enquire fully into
all matters of expenditure, yet they were now in-~

The
that
being
people by the suc-
had attended the expenditure of

fact that » they would not now be in power.

adverse to a

a speech made by a

against them. In these sums were in-
cluded $10,000 of the over-expenditure
of 1882 and §12,000 of 1883  Did

not these facts show that the system |
of expenditure was radically wrong ?
The expenditure in Manitoulin island for
these two years was put down in ¢he public
accounts as $5,000 and in the Commissioner’s
report as $14,000. What guide then were
the public accounts for investigating matters?
He called attention to the returns made of
applications for grants on colonization roads
in 1883 and said that most of them had been
mutilated. The Government were indignant
about these inquiries, because they knew that
If it were not for the colonization road fund
(Cheers).
Hon.A.S. HARDY asked who were the active
agents of the Tory party in Muskoka 1n the
fnmrmixn of 1883. The hon, sentlaman ouzht to
1ave stated whom the men wore that the eandis
date was with, and ta.ked with for hours—but not
about polities, for he knew a trick worth two of
that, as he himself admitted. It appeared to him
ef  colessal importance —if he might nse
the expression - for a man, wliose
skirts  wara reeking with corruption
snd filth by companionship with such men, to
prelend to lecture people here about honest, de-
cent, and respectabie peoplo in the empioy of
the Government, who were doing good work for
the Province, He proceeded to review the
insinuations against the colonization road ins
spectors,and showed that though the member for
Waest Peterborough had been on tue Public Ae~
counts Committee two years, where he had had

| an opportunity of making tha charge and ex s

mining ou oath, he hud failed to do so. Again,
it was said that Mr. Aylesworth was in the em-
ploy of the Government, and yet took an active
part in polities. Well, he wonld apply the same
argument to the hon. member for North Hasts
ings. He had in his hands the pu lic accounts
of the Dominion, and he found the hon. gentle~
m'n’s name as a valuator on the Trent
Murray Canal,
Insinuations against the hon, gentlemnsn, and he
would admit that very likely ho was an able and
eficient valuator, but in whose company ds they
find the hon. gentieman =as an emp oyee of the
Dominion Government? That of a man who
had a most unenviable notorie'v in tha political
bistory of this country (Mr. Wilkinwon.) al
the m=2mber for North Hastings sunk his polities
during ths time he w+s in the employ of the
Dominion Government? The fast tha. he was
here contradicted that, and even so he mieht ap-
Piy the same argument to the hon. member
for West Petorbor uzh. Did be sink his politics
while he was in the employ of the Dominion
Government? Ile reviewed thoargumrants of the

“member regarding alleged discrepanciss in the

public accounts, and showed that there was no
discrepancy at all. Regarding the complaint of
Mr. Carnegie that he could not get an oppor.
tunity to examine the accounts or witnesses, he
showed that ths Treasurer had given up his
whole session to the work of the committee, and

e was not going to mike any |

e

e .
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