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—— : man, of sound sense and honest. He has said || expenditure of this $1,300,000 we have induced |

M v g B i;“ t? Nay | comotling also about the over-expenditure, and I | about 50,000 or 60,000 to go into this new distriet.

the hon. gentleman hﬂ? ﬁl ;n"“ ' m,u&m“; am giad that this has been wentioned. 1 am glad It 18 said, Sir, that every settler is worch about |
1 ask the nuppurt.er: E“ l:.d'n; utﬂ Has ho | that this discussion has arisen, because || $1,000 to thecountry, and if that calculation is

what kind of & case that whatever has been | true welave added millions of dollars to the wealth

. : 1 can show )
given any :?.t‘::.;o:fd .:‘]h: mﬁ::Y hah‘;il*::n b::; done  has been done in the puablic | ofthe country, We cannot stop this work, We |
extravagantly :

: : v | i 5 ¢ wa believed that it was in the | have acted in a liberal way in the past, and we |
casa of the money h“ﬁ“.“’ b”':i:“;ptrl‘;’?rlz r:m:.lr': ! i:lutﬁﬁ hl;:rzr: ;t the tine it was done. [.2¢ us ' Intend fo act liuﬂraily.in the futuroa, .h:!.y: vary !
He has pointed out, it is true, t:l o (% ,E;ng consi fer how much we have over exponded 1n the  best efforts have baen wiven to the supervision of |
ties ofthe MM BOIC amplu'{n ll]!.-f -?m o of | fourteen years that we have had control of the af- ~ the wori, and I am proud of what has been
work, and 1t '“m.ht‘: ?Ei:tilrtlfi;:ch;'ﬂ ;tnck fairs of the Governmont, during whichtimewehave accomplished by the money spent while I have
complaint. I knu#; a latform, but they cans | expended §1,356,000 on colonization roads. Durs had control of thy:lhrunuh. —

argument when on te P r have not given full I ing tha whole time 1 have mentioned wa have Mr. WOOD said that from his own know-
not show that these hagp e s Hcm:ﬂ 4. The | over-expended the sum of $50,000, or an averive ledge n his constituency he saw the necessity
value for the monev BI¥ T o T hva or six | over-expenditure of about 6,000 a year. Tho of making a change in the system of manage-
hoo. gentloman o4 Ii - bars of the O’Brien, | only thing that surpri<es me, Sir, about this s ment. There was a man named Aylesworth
works there are EH':::I:‘“}HII:‘I“i"H employeld, byt | that the over-expenditure has been so little, and in the eastern part ot the county, employed
Shaughnessy, ‘: .:; l;hnr, we have not got from | that the expenditure has been kept so nearly by the Department, who had taken direct
iy Goa [i;p‘::m:ch value for the money as we , within the estimates. ‘Lake into consideration  meang to debauch the electors in the interests
. " b, » done 1f the nawes of the paoplo had | the great demand there is lor culqmm‘.hmu roads, of the Government Such men as these
'{,“““lgige":m_m Well, I will take the House into the pressure that is b;uujzh_t on the uuvernmen&. should not receive an appointment. Again,
mﬂ;nmnﬁdﬂnea in this matter. There are some | to expend money in this branch far beyon in the township of Carlow, a gentleman

c ‘hole districts | what | W
halfsdozen works throughout the % b ke . 'OTION named Wilson, a man. of standing, had told
. . have been em- THE HOUSE IS WILLING TO SBAXNCTION, ] : : . _ . .
where parties of the same name Y " him that a certain bridge was to be buils,
ployed on the same works, Eﬂlt ovam “f”‘t .‘lli”e_" and the fact that this is the only means of de-  1¢ was necessary to appoint some one to buiid
not say thatthey are the Samo amilies, veloping much of the uns:zttled country, and you it. The inspector called upon Mr. Wilson,

. : : oy
wever. taking the money speut on al
t},;: works which have been under construetion,

on which parties of the same name have bren em-

ployed.and what does 1t amount to - Taking the |

te of the whole during the fourteen ysars
:te::nﬂfzntl to about five thousand dollars, ..\ oW,
Sir, is it a great thing that during tl*m period |
have mentioned, in the courss of which we have
expended over £1,300,000 covering 1,300 works,
that is the most serious charga the hon.gentlem:n
can bring against us? Then he complained as to
the system of purchasing the supplies.

THE SUPPLIES ARE PURCHASED

‘n the same manner as they were under my pre-
<ecessor, and whether they were pur-
chased by my predecessor in that w.uy
or not, I contend that it is the besi system
that cou!d be pursued. Now, Me Speaker, how
are the supplies purchased ? We advertise lor
tenders for the large supplies such as flour and
pork and we accept the lowest tendor, and for
the smaller supplies we bug them in the open
market where they are the cheapest, it has boen
said that we should buy the supplies in the noizgh.
bourhood where the work is being done. Now
in the great msjority of cases we could not buy
the supplies where the work is beinz dono it we
chose, and I don’t believe thatthe business men
of the House will say that it would be wise
poliecy for us to allow our oversecrs
to buy the supplies on the ground. As | have

said, the large supp'ies are bought in quantities

by tender, and they are sent to the work as they
are needed. There i3 a person inthe Departmant
who has charge of this work, and I beliove that
it has been well done, and the Province has got
FULL VALUE FOR THE MONEY EXIENDED,

The hon, gentleman® does not pretend to show
that we have not bought the supplies as cheaply
in this way as it would be possible to get them
by any other method.

Mr. MERRICKh —Haar, hear,

tion, 'I. B. PARDEE —\e.!l the hon. gentle-
man may say he.r, hear., He does that to ecateh
the ears of the merchants throughont the country,
but 1 can only say that what littie experience we
have had of this way of making purchases has not
been very fortunate, or of such a character as o
lead us to the conviction that it would be advan-
tageous toextend that system to any yroal extent,
Agnin the hon., gentleman says that the work
should ba done by the municipalities themsalves
in which the work is to be performed, and here
aiso I enke issue with him. 1f v.on place tho

—— e —— -

will not wonder that there has been some over-
expenditure. It is almost essential in the very
nature of things that there should be over-ex-
penditure, It must be remembered that these
roads are the only means of getting from one
cottlement to another, and when a road 1s com-
menced for which $1,000 has been appropriated,
it must o on even thongh its comple-
tion cost §1,400, [t would be a complete
waste of mouey to allow it to be uncompisted
because 1t will take a littla more than it was first
estimated to do the work. It is alzo almost 1m-
posgsib e to estimate accurately the amourt which
will bo nceded to complete a work., 1 am always
desirous, an<d the Goveranmeant 1s alwaya d sirous
of having the work done for the lowest amount
it is po-sible to do it for, and this sometimes
causes tho estunate to be under the amount of
the expenditure. Buat, Mr. Speaker, it 13 not
encugh that the Opposition should point to the
over-expenditure. They should, to make the
chargo eficcetive, show that there has been extra-
vagane) or that the work ¢ould have been done
for less. Now I have said that the hon. gentle-
man has made out no case, but he has said that
the Public Accounts Committee have made out
three or four cases where the party who had re-
ceived the money had not signed at all. Well,
suppouse this has happened, There is no chance
of the monoy uot hiving been rightly spent, for
the overseer has to take a solemn oath that the
money has been expended

ACCORDING TO THE DETAILS SET FORTH.

Now, if hon. gentlemen wanted to be f[air, if
they waunted to treat this House as 1t ought to ba
treated, if they had any suspicion that there had
been anything | ke fraud in connection with the
expenditure, would it not have beon their duty
to have »ubj«weaaed those parties whom thev sus-
pected of dishonesly to give evidence belore the
Public Accounts Committee? DBut hon, gentle-
men Lhrow out these insinuations, and try to
make the count'y beliave that they are wall
fcunded, without one single proof that the ap~
propriation has been misapplied. I say it is not
tair for the hon. gentleman to make these insinu-
ations here unless he is prepared to give some
proof for them. Now, some reference has been
made to the purchase of provisions, and I think
the hon, gentleman pointei out that we shovld
employ the men and let them boara themselves.

ren

Uhat 1 promised to do last session.  That I have

carried out as far as possible last year, It is a
' better way than to provide tenta and

money in the hands of the muuteipalities to Le | board the men by ‘thu Government,
expended as they think bost vou wiil not gt the | Lt me point out the proportion of the supplies

work as satisiastorily done as it ia at opresent
You will find tha: the councillors living 1in the
neighbourhood will have their views as to where
tae inoney ouzht to be spent, and that thera
would be greator disadvantages under that BYs-
tem tuan under _lh-~ preseant, and I know ' of no
srsiein winch wilt work as badly,on the whole, as
vie one sugzesited by the hon, member. The
Guestion has been diseussed here, and the House
das repsatediy pronounced acainst it, and when
L have been in the country discussing the matter
Il have not found one single councillor who ad-
vocated such a mannar of gotting the work done.
‘H": *E[}:I; “hITH --Ilpnr' hear.

h_!_* n L B PARDEE <The hon. gentleman
SRS SR, hear, Iis experience mway be diffor-
ent, but | have tallkal this matter ovar with
Counciliors, and | find that a majority say “ Ap-
POt good overseers, pet good men to see that
wework s well d e,

WE DO APPOINT GQOOD OVERSEERS ;

we do get good men, and [ belisave that we

v a"
[

“more work for the money than we could

ntv i any other wav, Then he says the affairs |

;-::riifn:«_rliu.:ft:l poittically.  Ho says wo appoint our

*HAS 10 ths position of overseer. Well, 1 hope
lll‘m}'. i.II tf;-.*m are ouge f[:i?lt'l.-l. \Vﬂ :qu’t E9
o ::!:ra ;l.‘li" ‘,'.”";'”f"\t*:_h""t' 1P onr oneinies,

- ;l n“il 'ON ‘—+‘Hu.|.r, hear,
o 1. .l.' B PARDER ~Bat we dor’c gend the
LU Hen up toere that hon., gentlemen had
“ong their work. We do not send any whiskey
up ]-'t-'l:u " large cliests,

-l‘-:r: .1111-..&: .':ll HTH<That was frozen.
oty - PARDEE—Bu: wa appoint the
and it b Il.it,' LI‘,“ had for Lh'e position of overseer,
e -1‘m ‘8 happen occrsionally that the man

“% AN of education he is always a practical

purchised in Toronto during 1883 and 1884, and

| the House will s2e that there has been a diminu-

tion. In 1883 pork, flour, and provisions cost
$10.561, as against 87,682 in 1834, a reduction of
&2 879 : groeeries, 23,978, agamst 83,264, a re-
duction ot $721; hardware, $2,200, agnst $950,
a reduction of %1305 ; blankets, $900, against
8240, a reduction of 36065, Tase percentago of the
cost of supplies to the expenditure in 1883 is 115,
and in 1884 81 arelduction of 4 per cent, "I'h1s
courga wus adopted to the very fullest extent,
and 1 propose to adoptitin evey case when it
15 possible to do so, but it 13 impossible for us to
get men in some cases whore they can board
themselves, It has been pointed out that we
pay the overscers too much. Now, Sir, we pay

our overseers from $2 to $3 per day,and these |

overseors are not mero idlers. They are workers
themsolves.
TIHHEY ARE PRACTICAL MEN

chosen from the various localities, I keep the

old ones as long as 1 can, and in employing |

new ones I aiways take the «care to
ascertain whether I am getting good men or not,
and the greal majority of overseers are hard-
working, practical, honest, commons<sense men.
My only objaet 13 to secura the largasst number of
roads and the grea'est amount of mileage for the
monoy appropriated, and | contend that [ have
not been uvnsueccessful in this. I have produced
mors roads and bridges for the money ex-
pended  than were ever produced before,
\Wo have constructed between two and three
thousand miles of road, repaired about 4,000
iniles ot old road, built 200 bridges ; and this
- has done more, as [ have pointed out, to induce
- new seltlers to go 1nto tne districts than any other
| expenditure the Government has made. Forthe

1

and told him it would be to his inteirest to
support the Government, and that if he would
do so he should have the bridge at a certain
price.  (Cheers.) Such politicai partizans
pught not to be appointed. A pure
service could mnot be expoetea to
ow out of such  superintendence.
here were many men of eourse who faith-
fuily did their ‘duty, There was a man
named John Fitzgerald, in the town:hip of
Mounteagle, who had nuerous brothers in
charge of different works, A man was
selected to build a road irom Milibridge to the
township of Mayo. He bad been a strong Con- |
servative and he got the job as soon as he |
chamged his politics, =~ Money was expended
on this road for three vears, and finaily this
man was dismissed as overseer, his misap-
propriation of the granf being so flagrans that
the overseer was comypeiled to dismiss him,
As to the suppites, the cooking stove required
was purchased in Toronto and after being in
use for two months it disappeared and couid
not be traced.  He did -not charge the Com-
missionerof Crown Lands with being personally
aware of these abuses, but they were com-
mitted by his officials. such as inspectors and
overseers, He favoured the proposition to
allow municipal councils to expend the granta
made in their districts, |
Mre. MURRAY said he aia not balieve there
was any expenditure that gave greater satisfaes
tion to the people, nor did more good in promot
ing the scti.ement ol the Province, than the one
roferred to, The grants given to the couuty of
witlrew were not as large as they should ba. In
act, the opponents of the Government in his
constituency blamed the Government for not
giving weore, At the nomination for the last
election 1n Sonth Renirew Mr. Peter White,
M. P, for North Ranfrew, was there in the interest
of the nomuneelof Dr. Dowling’s opvonent, and
stated publicly that the County of Ranfrew did
not get 1ts due share of grants for roads. He
contended that as Renfrew had contributed so

" larzely to the revenue from its timber dues that

it was entitled to more, He (Mr. Murray)
thought there wassome force in that. The timber
cut in Ren rew and adjacent to it for years past
had been very considerable. He took the trouble
of euquiring as to what the approximate

revenue was from that quarter, aud found in |

the seasons 1880 and 1831, 1881 and 1882,
1532 and 1883, that a few lumber firms on the

Ottawa had poid into the Troisurer over $100,000 |
per annum,  He mentioned the amounts paid by

one or two firms.  J. R. Booth had paid about
825,000, and McLachlin Bros, of Arnprior, had
pad a like sum, so there was someth'ng in the
argum=nts that a tair proportion of that wmone

shonid go back to tha settlers t) assist them in
constricting roads, particularly as a great m ny
ol these seitlers loeatod on free grant and other
land ninong-t the pineries, with the understand-
ing and  Delisf that when the Government were

reserving the pine that they would be assisted 1n
waknz roads. It would be in the recollection of
5011 3 hon. mambvers that the Hon, Commissioaer
of Crown [Lunds got the las: Parhament to
amend the 1'ree Grant Ast ang removed tae
litnit which gavo settlers the exelusive right to
the timber. 1t was contended that the change
Was necessary in the interest of the license
hf:ldur.-_; aud for revenue nurpose: The Hon.
Commissioner of Crown Lands then stated on the
ﬂ-—.mr‘nf the House that it had been the policy of
the Goverument to aid those settlers in opening
up roads and that poliey wou!d be iiberaliy con-
tinued 8o long as the finances of the Province
*t_ﬂ.'uuld permit it, so that the Government of the
day at least was in duty bound to keep
faith with the people. He believed, notwithstand-
ing what might have boen said to the contrary

that the woney had always been well and
judiciously expended, Tho Opposition had quas«
tioned the mode of expenditure, and made it
appear that if they were in power that they
would aliow the municipalities to expend the

tnoney. In the first placs, colouizatioa roads

were often mads whers thers were no organizad
u‘mmcmahtms, and in the next placs it would be
wreng for any Government to throw the onus of
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