less the selling price of this site,

| -

- Hon. gentlomen who were in this House in 1880 |

Pepariment are in every way suitable,
:ntf thatit will always be an advantage to have
the Model and Normal Schools together under
one roof, the Education Department should te
retained where it is andso save theextra expense,

But even if rooms for the Education Depare- |

ment had to be provided for in the new building:
the extra expense would not be very great and
would not be sufficient to warrant the House to
hesitate in authorizing the amount necessary. 1t
would only require the addition of a few mors
rooms, and the extra cost would not be at all
gerious. 'The Government’s proposition 18 to
seicct one of these two des gns, Waare now in
a position to say with sutlicient accuracy what
the new buildings built according to either of
these designs will cost. When the House
asked the Government in 1850 to -give an
estimate of the cost of the prupqaed buildings,
the Government were not 1n a position to give

A CORRECT ESTIMATE.

In the estimates which I am now able to lay be-
fore the Honse precautlions he.vu been }nken that
there should be no extras, We asked ior tenders
for the erection ol Buildings accordine to the two
plans which 1 have mentioned, and 1 pronose to
give the House the result of the actual
tenders received, o that the Honse may see that
in asking for this sum we are asking for asum
that will be ample for the erection of theso build-
ings upon either one of these plans, Ior
the erection of the Duildings according
to the plan of Messrs, Gordon & Hellis
well we received ten different tenders
from contractors, all of whom were men ol ex-
perience and all financially able to undert: ke
this work and wiliing to undertake it, so that
they were in every respect the tenders of firsi«
¢l g8 men.

Mr. CARNEGIE—<They wiil be teadared for

acain of conrse ¥

Mr. FRASER-Ob, yes; anl there 1s every

4 ; - § 1 = i -

recson to believe that the tenders will be rather
less thian those. liv: of theso ten were und r

the sum of 600 €00, Tiese five were resxpoctive y

for 8542.000. $536.000, §572,000, §580,000, and
an{AIOC-q !E'f_:' it xay hore Lhat tfra name of Ilm
ontieman who made this last t-.ruflt":r 1% ‘llr‘.
Alvxander Manning, The three nex: highest were

L oW :'-:l:".hl‘i.'plﬂl 'iv'in-!‘: rt.!-]}PL:'..i‘h*:I}' .*;-'II.IT,UUU E*“:‘!:"
030, sad 8665000, Two tenders exceeded
S700, 000, but none exceaded $759,000, so that the
lowe<t tender was tor $542,000 an1 the highest
{or S548,000,

Mr, BRODER—~Were they all offers based on
thie samo plan? .

Mr. FRASER~=Yes, as far as I have been
able to study this out, these ten were tenders
made for the ercciion of the buildings according
to this plan, The other plan receivei wnine
ten , most of which were by the sama poers
wons,  Turee out of the nine exceed S609,00), a
very little. ®hey are respectively, $612,000,
SO26. 000, S626,00). Thuree others did not exceed
<700,000, thev were for {703,000, $719,00), and
So that six out of the nine tenders
for the more expensive design did not exceed
2700,000. Tho lowest, £612,000, was by a coms
natent firin able to carry out the work, which
would 'eave a margin from the sum asked of
about E:!.'r-‘__'_."._l'l.]',

An oo, Member--What was the highest
tendar for the la<t plan ?

Mr. FRASEE—] was forgotting that, The
hirhest tende was 8925, 000, The three
highest ware 8804,000, 8375,000, and £425,000,

Me, MEREDITH—=How does the hon. gen-
Hleman acconnt for this enormous difference ?

Mr., FRASER—There always is a great diffor-
ence, It isoneof the experiences of thosa wlho
ara accustomed to receive tenders, that thers 1s
the wigest difterence batwaen the estimates of
different persons as to the cost of the work, In
all my ten yvears experience 1 have never found
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it otherwise, except in the case of staple articles, |

wihicre tue tenders are genera!ly elose, but for the
erection of bundings the dill rences in the
amonnss of tha tenders are extraordinary, Woe
linve invariably given the work  to the lowest
tendor, 1 am sate in saying, where the lowest
ten ler ean by relied upon as safe,

Mr. HARCOURT--What is Mr. Manning's
tender on the second set of plans?

Mr. FRASER=8375,000, These estimates in-
ciudie any necessary levaliing and the work of ex- ||

cavating the ground, 1 think I am rightin say-
img how mach these buildings will actual'y cost
tize Urovince, | said they would eost $750,000,

Thercfore we
require to get at the seliing prica of this site.
wili recoileet that I produced an estimmate of the
vaiuo of thisa site, The figures then ran from an

cesmale madea 1873 by our own Depagtment,

SoU, 000, while one gontleman putit at more than

- half o waliion of doliars, I think myself thislatter

C#um 18 too great.  There was one gentleman

_ in
wie eity of Toronto who had had great experience

- who said that, having regard to the situation of

this and and the 1iterests of the railway coms
panies, it ought to sall for over hali a mllion if
advertised for sale by public auction, These
raliway companies would be anxious to acquire
Liiis blozk of land and would be willing to give

this sum for it, I do not consider
‘55 wmt!n this ‘much, but I think that
L would bring not less than  $300,000,

:[ put the figures in 1880 at less than $500,000,
vut having regard to the changed circumstances,

having regard to the fact that the land is now
inore valuable, having regard to the opinion ex-

| that the land would increase in value,

n it then,
i itblil knn:

too high a figure to say that this block o

;ut i:fbu the market would realize $300,-

pressed vy those who put the value upe

put at

lﬂlld}i.f
0Jg'[r.. MORRIS—What does the Assessment

ymmis:ioner put upon it?
C‘I!Ef:‘:'l(}? F. IE‘RAS‘ IR—The Assessment Com-
missioner, Mr. Maughan, in 1880 estimated the
frontage on Fronts:treet at $150 per foot, carry-
inz back the lots half the distance to Wellington-
streec, so as to give the lots an equal depth on
the two streets. This would give $143,500, and
the Wellington-street front he placed at $95, 700,
making a total of $239,200, but he added a note
to that stating that he believed he was
largely within the mark. Mr. Close, in
ho same VeAar
:;ilg. l"flcl\vfurr.;y valued this land at a total fnf
$9533,000, so that I am fairly within the mark in
etating that $300,000 can be realized from the

present site if it were placed in the market, In

addition to that by the Act of 1850 there was
sot apart to be sold apiece of land in the westerly
part of the city, and the proceeds to go towards
tha erection of new Pariiament Buildings. 1t was
ostimated then that the land ought to be worth

52 000 per acre, and if that be so 1t would realize |

$150,000, 1f I am richt in assuming then that
tho pew Parliament Buildings could be erected
tor $750,000, that we could sell this site for
$300,000 and the 71 acres of land for $150,000,

THE REAL COST OF THE NEW BUILDINGS
to the Provinee would only be $450,000, I wish

d this to be remembered, because, although $750,~

— ol
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000 is apparen'ly asked for the erection of the
buildings, they wiil be put up by an actual ex-
penditure of $300,000, Their cost will be then
that sumn plus the value of the lnI}d in the west.
This should be added, because it is really an
agset of the Province. '

Mr. GRAY —Where is the land situated that
you speak of ¥ |

Hon, C. ¥. FRASER—It is south of the
Asylum, and part of the land on which the
Morcer Institution is erected. Without deducts
ing that the cost would be about $450,000, orif
vou deduct the value of that land, which is
valucless to the Province as far as it is at present

| nsed, the cost would be as 1 have stated. I

think, therefore, under these circumstances
tha Government may very fmrl-y ask the
' House, in view of the feeling throughs

out the Provinea that these buildings ave not
such as are suitable to the needs of the Province
or bring anv eredit to the Province—to say thaut
the proposal is one that the House can accept.
To show that there is no extravagance in the
proposition, I will quote figures which give the
cost of State, city, and court house buildings. 1
need
Buildings at Ottawa, as it would be no fair
eriterion as to what ought to bs spent by the
Province, but the small State of Connectient,
has baildings at Hartford, which cost §2,500,000 ;
the North Carolina State Buildings at Raleigh
cost #550,000 ; the State of Illinois has buildings

" at Springlield costing $3,500,000 ; the Lowa Build-

Cings at Des Moines, $1,500,000; Michigan, at

Lansing, 81,505,000 ; Mississippi, at Jackson,
$£600,000, New York State Hﬂuil:iingﬂ, I sup-
pose, have been extravagantly expensive, and
whon one considers the political history of the

rmgs which kad to do with some
of the public exponditure, we can well rea-
lize that the statement of some authorities

that they cost $£20,000 000 18 not too farout., |
don’t say that they cost this snum, but that is the
gmount returned to me as the cost, Then there
is the Province of QQuebee with all its liabilities,
all its outstanding 1ndebtedness, and financial
embarrassmoant (1 do not «ay this in an offensive
gense), to.day is erecting new public buildings
cstimated to cost $700,000, and some part of
them is erected,

Mr, CLARKE —Does the hon gentioman say
K700.000 7 '

Hon. C. F. FRASER—Yes.

Mr, CLAEKE ~It must be double that,

Hon, C. I, YRASER —Those are the figures
sent to me, and, if it is &s stated by the hon.
gentleman, thev only show in stronger lizht the
reasonableness of our proposal, As to the cost of
ci'y buildings, which do not compare with Pro-
vincal Buildings or those for the States, Balti-
more spant 83,000,000 on hers. Boston
City Buwildings are saud to have cost $H00, 000,
Euffilo, only a short distance from this city, with
a population not a great deal larger than this, has
bui'dings costing $1,450,000. Tae City Buildings
ot Pittsburgh cost $1,000,000; Philadelphia, 87,000, -
000 ; tiie Court House at Cincinnati, $500,000 ;
Court House, St, Livuis, 81,200,000 ; and theCivy Hall
and Court House at Cuacage, 24,000,000, The
Custom Hounse at Boston cost $1,076,000 : Castom
ifouse, Chicago, $4,000,000 ; the Cooper lustitute,
New York, erected by privale munificence, cost
£600 000 : the Treasury Buildings, New York,
51,700,000 3 Postoffice and United States Court
House, New York, altogether are said to have
cost  87.000,000; Custom House, New York,
*L.850,000;  Girard  College, Philadelphia,
$2,000,000; Custom House, Portland, Maine,
£000, 000, Here in this city the
gapital cost of the Asylum for the lusane was
$450,000, and I think it is not using too strong a
term il 1 say that it is a shame that the Pro-
vince of Ontario should have for its legislative
buildings the present structures and its Asylum

| for the Iusane costing nearly as much as is pro«

posed to spend on new Parliament and depart-

not mention the cost of the Government |

valued the land at $287,000, and |

1

mental buildings. 'L'he Uentral
£586,000 and the University of Toronto £250,000,
I givo tlese fizures so that the House will see
and the country will see that in proposing to
spend o¢n behalf of the Province £750,-
000 for new Parliament Buildings we
are acting with that due regard for economy
which has alwavs characterized the Government
proposale, and that we are making a proposition
that the people of the Provinca can well afford to
sanction, There is only one other matter to
mention, and that is in relation to the funds.
The Government does

NOT PROPOSE TO BORROW ANY MONEY

for the erection of tihe buildings. Durir:sr the

current vear—and the proposal is to proceed at
once with the creetion of the bwildings if the
Houwse sanctions vhe motion—the amount propos-
cd Lo Do expended 1= 3152,000 or $200.000, our
intenlion being that tha buldings sball be ex»
Jectel Lo br compleied within three years from
the time the contract 1s signed. Indeed,
thie contract will call for their completion within
three years, and, while I amnot going to say that
this will ba realizel, il I am allowed to re-
main by the favour of the people and the grac

cof iny leader in my vresent office, the people of

- —

this Province will sae the buildings occupied with-
in,at the outside, four years from the tnne the ex-
penditure is authorized, We propose to meet the
expenditure out of the money that will ba n
hand, 1 am assured by the Treasurer that he
anticipates without any idea that he will be diss
appointed that a sestlement will be arrived at as
to the unsettled accounts between the .minion,
the Provines of Quebes, and this Provinece, and
that when this seittlement is reachel we shall be
entitied to a sum no less than a mililon of wmoney
in cash. le concluded by moving that the
Speaker do leave the chair, :
Mr, MORRIS said it was not often he had to
support the Government in a matter before the
House, but he was pleased that the matter had
now beeu brought before the House, He stood
in reference to this matter just where he stood
four years ago, and he ouly regretted that
the Government had not gone on with the work
so that the Parlinment might now have been n
possession of buildings suitable for the Province.
He had no doubt when the tenders came in they
would amount to less than those offered in 1830.
He eould not understand how any one could be
opposed to the erection of new buildings, and he
was satisfied also that the people of the Province
would be in favour of the erection of new build-
in:s, IHe was prepired to susiain most heartily
and cordial.y the motion before the House, be-
lievinZ that he was not xlone in his view even
among:t the Upposition. :
Mr. MEREDITII diftered from Mr. Morris in
his views on the question. He did not think that
Mr. Fraser had made out a cise—first as to the
necessity for the buildings, nex: that the funis
couid be provided without injuring the finances,
and thirdiy as to the site. He proceeded to eriti-
ciza the statement that $125,000 to $150,000
would be needed for the erection of a new wing

rison cost |

for the Crown lLiands Departinent, and he quoted

the records of the Ilouse to show that only
225,000 would ba necessary for a vault, He con-
tended that Mr. Fraser's figures with regard to
the cost of the erection of State and ecity buid-
ings only showed either that the buildings pro=
posed to be erected were not fit for the Province,
or that the builldings would eost more than the
amount asked, He said that there was nothing
to show

THAT THE MONEY NEEDED

would be forthcoming, and asserted that it was
delusive to expect the anticipated ssttlement of
the nnancial matters between this Province and
the Dowminion and Quebec. He opposed the
selection of the site, and sugzested that this and
(rovernment [{ousa bloek should be disposed of.
Then there was a strong feeling that the pubic
at large should not continue to support Upper
Canada College, ana whila he recognized the
great good that the institution had done in the
past, yet he thought that the assets cof that insti.
tution should be taken to support the University
or some other educational work., He suggeated,
tharefore, that the land occupied by Upper
Canada College should be taken for the site.
Again, it was a mistake not to place the Educas
tion Department in the new buildings, He pros

posed that the ldueation' Department should |

be placed in the new buildings, and the Normal
School put in the neighbourhood of the Univer-
sity, 1If this land were so!d wilh the other land
then there would be suflicient realized to erect
suitable buiidings on the present site of Upper
Canada College.

|

Hon, T. B. PARDEE said that Mr, Meredith

had advanced considerably in his views on the
subiect, He now said that if the buildings are
to be erocted thhey must be erected in Toronto,
and that they must be adequate for the purpose,
but he takes exception to the location. Now
Mr., Meredith ha: not snch strong objection to
the ereclion of new buildings, he is not quite as
firmly convineed that theza buildings are ade-
quate for the purposes they are used, but he
thinks the distance to the proposed site is too
great.  YWhat is the distance? "Ten or fifteen
minutes’ walk from ths railway station, and if
the buildings are erected in the Park there
must be some means of reaching them besides
walking, The city of Toronto is growing, and he

contended that the site chcien is the most con-
venient place to erect the buildings., As to the

—




