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the majority to 246, Ne: onfié Bimooe.
e Nna . b .
l The hn]n. member who sat for vhe We:t
rnding was e not by reason of
party influence, but largely by reason
of gin personal larity and business
capabilities. But he knew his hold on the
seat was very insecure. The member for the
| East riding was only elected by a majority of
20. What had beem done to secure these two
ridings for the Reformera? Tbey had re-
adjusted the whole of Simeoe. They had re-
divided the connt{enr 80 I:I'I‘lﬂg_ld_ it that
nstead of there beng a Grit majority of 42
in West Simcoe, they will have 177, and
instead of a majority of 20 in the East they
will bave 190. (Cheers.) In order to do
this they had made the constituencies of such
a ahlpe't.hat in order to go from one to the
.ther a person must pass through n.neflgh.
bouring constituency. (Ap lltl‘lﬂr) he
. Provincial Secretary had abandoned bis
i principies in the presens bill, It would be
recollected how the hon. gentieman pro-
tested once agaiust the mangihing of municl-
palities. He used such forcible terms that
one could almost see the biood running.
(Laughter.) If hon. members would turn to
the 5th section of the biil they wouid tind
toe hon. gent eman’s origi:al scheme was to
take vart of Muskoka and Parry Sound and
add it to the riding of Simcoe. The hon,
gentleman, however, aiterwards changed his
mind wthregard to Victoria. Thecourse o pon.
gentlemeu showed that they had deliberately
set about strengthening tnose of their sup-
orters wiho had small majorities, The mem-
Eer for South Viectoria was elected b_y a
majority of only 16 in the last election. : This
bill took away a portion of North Vietona
and aaded it to the South, in an efiort 1o 1o0-
crease that majority to 109, \\ hat was tne
coniession that the Provincial Secretary now
made? That he took an imperiect census
which had not given the whole population of
Victoria county, and he made that as an ex-
cuse for this division. The hon. gentleman
had estimated that North Victoria contained
13,700 of population, and only omitted to
consider the greater por.ion of Hal burton,
which added some 6,00 to the population,
The real populat on, tnerefore, of North Vie-
toria wouid be in this way 19,710, that of
South Victoria 20,813. Wnat excuse in the
world couid he otfer for disturbing the repre-
sentaticn of these constituencies, in popuia-
tion almos: equal ? Then what became of the
other ground of representation—extent of ter-

ritory ? Why, North Victoria contained six

times the area of South Victoria, The hon.
gentleman nad proceede : upon a false calcula-
tion with regard to North Victoria, and made
the change he made witn the object of
strengthening a supporter of the Government
in the South.  Instead of acknowledging his
mistake, and leaving the ridings as they were,
the hon. gentieman came down, toid the
House of his mistake, and then took such a
course as would 1psure at ail events the return
ol one suoporter from this coumtv. (Hear,
near.) South Wellington was a riding which
returned the sitting member by g3 slender
majority, and they have added to 1t the town-
ship of Piikington, increasing the Reform
- majority to 131, . But they had in dealing with
the county of Weilington beeu astute, for they
had not oniy made the South riaing secure,
but they had ot rid of the vexatious question
of the county town, a diftficulty whicn at one
time lost them a representative in this House.
They had piaced Mount Fore«t in such a posi-
tion that it would beimpossitle to exercise that
intluenceitotherwise wouid inthas mun:cipalis
ty. Asto West York, at the last election the
sitling member was returned by a majority
of 31, and by taking Parkdale and Brociton
away they perhaps turned this majority into
@ mupority, Now the desire seemed to be to
make those constituencies woere there were
majorities under ome hundred saie for tne
Government, and to take away 1 such coa-
stituencies from the Conservative party the
told they had on them. But not content
With that they went down to Kingston,
which an hon., gentleman on bis side of
the House had wrested irom the enemy on
‘WO oceasions, and ne hoped, notwithstand.
'BZ this gerryvmander, he would wrest it

| acam,  (Cheers,) Then the County of Ad-.
dington returned a meniber of the Ooposition,
Hou. gentiemen took tnree muunicipalities

with a Conservative majority fiom Add ng-
o0, reducing this member’s to about S0,
These towuships were added to Frontenac,
wileh  was already irredeemably Con-
servative and so an additional majority of
sometiing like 200 was nived there. To
Kingstonthey added the townsuipof Kingston
aud the viliage of Portsmoutn, where there
were Heform majorities, in order to enable
them to carry the city of Kingston, Fairer
treatment might have been expected for the
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city in woich the leader of the Government’|

sived his early training. It m:ght have
g‘:n expected thyu the rights which that old
city possessed 8o long would have been left
to 1t instead ot its vote and influence being
impaired by these changes. (Cheers.) Then,
notwithsganding tbhat the hon. member for
No:th Grey (Mr. Creignton) foiled the sfforts
made to dislodge nim in 1875, they were not
satisfied. . They wanted to drive the fhom.
gentieman from this House, and they now
proposed to take away the townsh:p of Sulii.
van, which gave the hon. gentleman a large
majority in the last eiection, and put it In
the kEas: riding upon the tlimsy excuse of
equaiization o population, By this change
thev actuaiy made the East riding as much
out of proportion as North Grey had been.
The attempt was piainly to drive the hon,
member for North Grey out of the House,

THE INJUSTICE TO THE CITIES,

He desired to call the at'ention of the
House to this quesion from another point of
view, snd he hoped the non, member tor
Hamiiton woulid follow him. Hon. gentle.
men were proposing to ext:nd the franchise
in answer, they say, to the just demands of
the people. Tnesc demands came largely from
the ¢ ntres of popu.ation, and wuile hon,
gentiemen vproposed on the one hand to
extend the right to vote bv tuis biil, thev
proposed practcaliyv to take away and mini.
mize the voice of the urban peovle in the
a'airs of this cnuniry. It was highly im-
portant that the urban popuiation shouid have
1ts just weight in those affairs. How did
the hon. g ntlem n aeal with those cities?
These ridings now stood as [nilows :
London.....eevee.. 19,746 Hamiiion...,.... 35961
IKingston........... 14,091 Toronio..........806.435
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The houn, gentleman gave the umit ot repre-
sentation as about 21,000, Irom that view,
even 1if they treated the additional member
for Toronto as an addition to the voting
power of the constituency in that House —
which he contended they could noi—rhen
they had only seven members representing
each 28,426, Whiie the ordinary number is to
be 21,000 tue hon. gentleman required 7,000
addaitional in the cities, notwithstanding that
they had increased the urban vopulation from
183,625 o 198,983, (Hear, flen:'.} How
differentiv did the Dominion Government
treat these constituencies. Tne 153.625 who
under the preseut system in Ontari. were
now entitied only to six members were given
by the Dominion nine membvers-—a repre<en-
tation 0: OU per cent. greater upon th: same
{;u ulation, He esaid, therefore. that this
1! was unfair 'o the urban constituencies,
which beid dillerent views and had ditfferent
interests to be served than the rest of the
country. ‘Tosnow tue injustice take \Went.
wortn, with a pobuiation of about 30,000, with
two members, wn.ie Hamiiton witn 30,000
had oniy one member. When hon.gentlemen
were removing inequalities, why did thev not
deal justly ? Torounto, with a ropulation of
86,400, now returned two wmembers, while
East and West York, with a combined popu-
lation of about 35,000, returned two mem-
bers, So that these inequalitics woich lav at
the root, and were :mportant in principie,
hon. gentlemen had not cousidered av ail.

The hon. gentieman discus-ed the question of

the dismemberment of county boundaries.

- That was a matter on which a very pretty

speecn, with * high-soundaing observations,
might be made, but when they considered the
matter practically, tney would see that as
tne population ot the provinee increased i1t
would be necessary, uniess they increaséd the
representation 1m tnat House, to interiere
with county boundaries. Hon. gentlemen
talked as if there were no coustituencies in
the province now composed of portions of
ditferent county municipalities, Monck was
composed of portions of Welland and Haldi-
mand, Russell was composed of part of Rus.
sell and part of Carleton, West Poterboro’
was composed of a portion of Peterboro’
county and part of West Northumberiand.
Cardwell was composed of portions of Well.
lington and Simcoe. Dufferin was the same
way. Brockviile, Addington, and otuers
were similar examples, So thepe was already
upor the statute book legislation by which
they had been compelied to disrupt counuy

bcundaries in order to give a uniform repre-
sentation,

MINORITY REPRESEATATION ! !
He wished to call attention to the
ciple initiated by Mr. Blake,
to. Mr., Blake took 'the
large constituencies com
divisions the

prin.
aiready referred
position that in
‘ osed of two or taree
| rinciple of minority representa-
tion should recognized by some means or
other, and the minority should have a due
voice in the afiairs of the country, How had
the Government carried out this orincinle?
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“there were

ow the Government had

carried out this princivle in their bill in_ giv-
ing both pursies a representation proportion-
ate to their str:.ngtn in the country. The
three-member constituencies were Gr;ay,
Hastings, Huron, Middlesex, S_:mcoo, Wel-
lington, and York, They contained a popu-
lation of 472,849, They polled ior the Govern-
ment candidates 35,777 votes, and for the
Opposition 34,307, or a majority of about
1,400 for the Government. What was tbe re-

. suit 8o iar as the representation of this Cham-

ber was concerned. The Governme:t elected
fourteen members and the Opposition only
seven. Did® the Government propo-e
to remedy this inequality, this 1Injus--
tice, and readjust the representation
fairlv ? (Cheers,) In the same constuituen-
cies .the Government would. according to the
provisions of the bill, eiect sixteen members,
while the Opposition wouid elect only tive in-
stead of seven. Taking the aitesation which
would be made in Bruce, which would become
a three-riding constituency, they would elect
nineteen and the Opposition five. The Go-
vernment, therefure, 1nstead of carrving out
Mr. Blake’s principle, had gone in the other dj-
rection, and were endeavouring toadd greater
strength to the voice of the Reformers and
diminish the representation of the Conserva-
tive party. (Cneers,) He wouild next con-
sider what had been done with the two-ridinyg
constituencies, He thought there were
nineteen counties divided into two ridings.
The population ot these was 841,121, At the
last election the Conservative candidates
Jded 55,873 and the Reformers 60,951,
Viat did they think the representation was?
Out of the 38 ridings 12 were Conservative
and 26 were Reformers, or more than double
the representation, a:.though the diilerence in
the votes was only 5,000, (Cheers.) In
order to be fair, he bad made a
table of the singie counties. The populition
of tnese was 576,043. The Conservatives
polled 44,418 votes and tne Reformers 34,523
at the last elections, Seventeen Conserva-
tives were elected and twelve Reformers.
The disproportion was in excess of what it
ought to have been, but notuing i:ke wnat 1t
was In the other constituencies. Ail these
facts indicated that the hon. gentlemen op-
osite did not wish to carry out their pro-
essed desire to equalize the representation.
(Cheers.) He dared say they wouid reply to
the Opposition, ** Whatever you might other-
wise have said, you have now no right to
make tnis charge, because the party to which
you belong at Uttawa made a redistribution of
the constituencies which was more unfarr
than what we are doing, and therefore your
mouth 1s ciosed.” He submitted that tnis
was no auswer, The members and supporters |
of the Government went about the country
camplaining that the hands of the Reform |
party had been tied behind their backs by |
the resuit of the usjust legisiation of the
Ottawa Government. It would be recol-
lected thaton the eve of the last genmeral
election the hon. member for South Brant
arose in his place, and with all the dig-

nity which he poesessed, and with his
manly brow exposed, he said the
Government would go to the people

and would trust to their justice, and wouid
not redivide the constitucncies, No doubt
many of the Conservatives were seduced by
this profession. The Government tuought
they wouid be sustained by sn overwbelming
major:ity, and thatvit wouid be unnecessary

- and not a good party move to make a redis-
- tribution,

Well, they appealed to the coun-
try with the aid of this specious ery. Never-
theless there was a great rattling of tne dry
bones on the other side, and while by a nar-
row ma)ority they were enanled to retain
their positions bﬁ the voice of the people, they
had a stll slighter tenure. Hense the exs

' cuse that the Government ought to have a

greater voice In the country tuan it had. al.
though, as he had pointed out, the division
was tavourable to the Keiorm party and un-
favourable to the Opposition. He recoiiected
that on one occasion the leader of the Govern-
ment got up and said he would have liked
that in these redistributions there should he
some important tribunal outside of politics to
adjust masters. (Cheers.) HYow didshehon.’
gentleman  like the impartial  tribunal *
(Cheers.) ~was alraidl that while
the hon. gentleman was away 1n
this work must have gone
on in his absence. He expected to see the
hou, gentieman rise in his vlace to say he was
not in ravour of the biik (Cheers,) He
would for a moment discuss the measure of
the Dowinioa Government. . How did it
?_Pgr;ta_m the three.riding constituencies ?
@ did not profess to defena every provision




