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shiows the redistr bution as
a third the redistribution now proposed. ;
Mr. MURRAY wished to draw the attention
of the Provincial Secretary and the Tlouse to the
position of the residents of the District of Nipis-
sing. He was familiar with that locality and tho
w.ants o: the people. He knew that tho settlers
in that larga territory had for a long time been
looking forward for Nipissing to be “‘"df-" an
eleg:oral district, and he hoped some provision
would be made in the Bill before the House in
that direciion. There was a considerabie popu-
lation in the district already, and its futuro
p..'!"ﬂ"Wth won'd b» rap d. Th':? annﬂhl‘!ﬂ .'“'f
Papineaun, Mattawa, Bontfield, Calvin, Forris,
and other townships westwarl were l-!HL'Iﬂ.\"
sebtled. Thero were also several largo villagos
in the district, two or throe of which Lhe might
refer to, M ttawa villagze was an important com-
mercial cantre, with a population of 700 te 800,
Norih By, one of the divistons of the C. P, R,
promised to ba a large town, as also Sturgeon
Falls, 2 village more westward, He sad the
lumbering interosts of the distries wers very ex-
tensive, and, consideving all the cir:anmnstuances,
Nipls ing ouzad to be made an eloectural district,
He represented North Reatraw, and the C. P. R,
made it convenieut e the sittlers of Nipissing
to communicate with him, He hid m.de some
effort to attend vo their wan's. e would prefer
that those duties wonld ba left to sowme other. 1f
the population was insufliciont, perhaps soma of
thoe northern townships ot Parry Sound might be
attached to Nipissing. He be ieved that would
be satisfactcry to some of the N pissing people,at
leazt Lie hope | somnething would be done to give
the residents of Nipissing an opportunity of ex-
ercising their franchise and electing some person
to represent them in the Parliament of On .ario,
Mr. MEREDITH, who was greeted with
cheers upon rising. saxd he presumed 13 might
be taken for granted that any proper reais-
tribution scheme, one founded upon a correct
principie, should be framed so as to provide
that toe representation of the respective
parties 1o the House should ve in some degree
proportionate to the strength of the parties in
the country. With regard to the measure
whnich the hon, gentieman was seeking to
piace upon the statute book, it did not an-
EWeEr 1n auy resrect to the primary coadition
he had indica ed, He wouid snow that not
only aid this bill not do that, bat that it was
deliberately desizned to give greater weight
to an ex ression of ovinions rrom R form elecs
tors than they were entitied to in proportion

10 thelr  strengtn n  the country.
(Cheers.) He did nos find fauit
with tne adution of two memuers to

the Hou-e, lookinz at the peculiar circum.
stdnces of toe ridings divided, and aithough

l

ade at Uttawa and out the country. But they weré”

——

———

, not doing
s, and it was a most singuiar thing that in
Imost ail the cases deait with tne attempt
as made to confirm hon. gentiemen on the
pposite side of the House 1n their seats, and
ipe out the smali majorities of some of his
porters. (Hear, hear.) He would a:k i1
this assertion was 110t borne out Ly the facts,
I'ne Provincial Secretary in his specch the
pther day inaicated the constituenciles Wwith

he was strongly ol the opinion that the peopie
did not favour an increase 1o the number of
representatives 1n that House, he thought
not wmuch fauis wonid be found with the small
increase proposed, Since Confederation there
had been three
that House 1n
Parlhament 1n

mitted,
new to his political duties and rresn rrom the
Bench, g0 that if the <1ns of 1875 were to ve
visited upon any ody the hn. gentieman
who ied tne Gover.ment might plead in
extenuation of the _uilt of tnhat measure that
the responstbility rested rather upon his

1874, one 1in tne Dominion
ISS 2, and the one now sub-

colleagues than upon himseif., In 18,5
tne excuse was made that there
bai been, under the B, N. A. Aect,

} readjustment of the representation in the
House of C:mmouns. and tnatin consequence
there ought to be areadjustment here. Tuoere
was an addition made then of six members to
the House, and t1at occasion was made usze
of to give nndue weigh te the voice of the
Hetorm electors 1n sever.l constituencies,
An artempt was made then by a read ust-
ment of tne boundaries of Nortn Grey to shut
out irom that llouse the hon. member for
North Grey (Mr. Craiguton), and such a
change was made as would, had the resuits
of the previous eiection been a guide, have
exciludea that hon. gentieman from the
House. (Hear, hear.) He well remembered
at that time when the hon. gentleman o,
posite spoke of that constituency (Dutierin)
created by taking territorv from Wellington
county and other ad'acent ridines, with

oy L1

what unction 1t was pointed out that there
was a Conservative majoritv of npwards of
1,000 provid«a in that nding, But, sir, in
forming that constituency tne hon. gentieman
put Caraweil in such a position that he aoped
1t would return a Keform member, He d- alt
In this same way with one of the Welliug-
tons and with one of the Simcoes, making the
attempt to contine the Conservative vote in
one constituency, in order to give undue

wei:ht to he Reiorm vote in thzt portion of
the couuntry,

INEQUALITIES UNTOUCHED.
He couid understand that there would

be some justification for this measure
if bon. gentlemen were proposing to
deai with all the inequalities through-

Hedistribution bilils—one 1n |

In 1875 tne Attorney -Genperal was |

—— —

ecard to wiich he proposed to make
iterations on the ground of inequali-
tie-, He would pomnt out tne In-
gualities which were leit untouched,
nd let she public say 1f the correction of in-
qualities was the leiding motive which
prompted the changes, aad 1f there was no
political reason for thrm. In Kent the East
rid:ng had a population of 25,3006, and the
West 2).004, Take vhe County of Lambton,
from which the Commissioner of Crown
Lauds cume, In the Kast there was a popu-
lation of 23,906, and in the \West riding

~onretammingit. He conid recali the

29,753, and yet hon. gentiemen saw no ne-
cessity for correcting this imequaiity, (kHear,

hear.) He could exvlain the reason, Per-
haps if the twownsh'p of lnniekiiien
had been taken off the riding of
the Commissioner of Crown Lands and

added to llast Lambton the result would
probably have been 1o make Kast Lamb-
ton Conservative, (Hear, hear), Then In

1oast Northumberiand there was a pepulasion

of 22,220, and oniy 16,984 in West Northum-
‘ber anda. Take Perth, where there was a
i;zrl:em;--r inequality between the two ridings

than any other exceut it was the city of Tor-

onvo. North Perth had a vopuiation of 32,.%
415, and South Perth 20,778, a diflerence of
i2.00) * These were some of the counties

d'vided into ridings in which the dispropor-

sions were mucn greater than in those the

hon, centleman deais with in this bill, (Hear |

hear.) Now he would ask wuat the re-

sult of

THE PRESENT DIVISION

of the ridings was and what the policy of hon.

gentlemen opposite was with regard to this

- matter, ['bey ail knew how oiten Mr, Blake,
both in and out of the House of Commons,
had called attention to the present unjust sys-
tem of the representation ot the beople. Then
the hon. gentieman had pointed out the dis-
proportion between the strength of parties in
the Legisiature and their strength iIn the
country possible under the present system,

~and ne had propounded as a remedy that in
counties which can be divided into several
ridings several members shoula be elected by
the whoie ridiny,
that was the doctrine laid down by Mr. Blake,
the hon. gentieman who ieads the House. and
who had been in rower since 1872, had never
attempted, up to the present time, to apply
it for the riddance of the anomaly described
by Mr. Blake, But when hey came to To-
ronto the hon, gentleman, as a matter of jus-
tice to his leader in the House of Commons,
had paid some attention to these views.

RELATIVE STRENGTH OF PARTIES,
He would like to call attention to the re-
lative strength of parties in the country as
1ndicated by the repres¢ntation in the Cham-
ber, and to use fieures of unimpeachabie ac-
curacy. He took the figures voied at the
last general election, dealing aiso with ex-
ceptional cases, Ir the three or four coun-
ties in which there were no contest she wouid
use the vote polled in the iast previous elec-
t'on when there was a contest, and that
method was more favourable to hon. gentle-
men ovposite than to his side. Then where
elections had since taken place in conse-
(quence of the unseating of a member he had
taken the last vote. He found that the
number of votes cast in favour of the Gov-
ernment was 135.50]1, and the number cast
in favour of the Opposition 135,098, (Cneers.)
He could challenge criticism as to the fair-
ness of his figures, He had excluded
from the calculation 3,819 votes cast for in- |
depenient candidates, giving hon. gentlemen
opposite, however, the benefit of all the votes
cast for the independent candidate in West
Toronto, in Prince Kdward, and in ali other
cases where, although the candidates
came out as 1indepemdent, they had after
entering the House supported the Govern-

ment. It would, therefore, be seen that by
tbe latest results parties in that Chamber
were evenly balanced. Yet hon. gentlemen
boasted of a majority in that House of 15, so

they could not complain of the present boun.
daries 1n the constituencies.

HOW IT WORKS,

It was strange that while |

He would ask if this biill was any fair
measure, Take the case of Cornwall.  The

proposition was to wipe it out of existence,
and decrease by one the Conservative repre-
sentation in this chamber, When the bill of

1875 was before the House hon. gentiemen on

il

— ——

this side of the House took the ground that
the Government were destroying Niagara,
The same reason would justify them in doing
away with Cornwall. 1t had now a popala-
tion of three thousand more than it had then,
and yet at that time the Government insisted

arguments

made that at

that time

on that occasion, and

Cornwall was  represented
bv a sapporter of the GO?EI'IIII‘IIH#.
(Avpplause.) Yet they iound that while it was
right 1o retain Cornwali, with a population
of 6,000, when represented by a Rejormer, 1t
was wrong to retain it now that it was re.
presented by a Conservative, and contained a
population of 9,000, and it must, tuereiore,
be wiped out. (Cheers.) The uext consti.
tuency w:s Cardweil, The Government made
this tosuit themselves in 18,5, They cut and
carved the municipaiities about there in
order to make it safe, and vet thev f.iied in
retaining 1t as a conslituency on their side. It
was true that by a temporarv advantage
during one yvear Dr. Lobinson was returned,
but umformiy tne constituency had been
represented by a Conservativee Finding |
tuey had mo hoid on the covstituency, and that
1t was sale for the Conservatives, the Govern.
me:t accepted the situation and added four
nundred more Con ervative votes to it jor the
purpose o' strengthening themselves uwadulv
in ovher places, With regard to Eigin. the
city of St, Tnomas was just as much a pars of
West Elgin in 1875 as it was now, Why
did the Government make the cnange now ?
It was because the hon., gentieman who sat
behind pim (Mr. Ermatinger) nad wrested East
Eivin from the Reformers, Theyv are not con-
tent to take the voice of the people, but th-y
must take out of Kast Eigin the city of St
Thomas, wnich gave a majority of 280 to the
Conservative partv, and place it m West
Eigin, thus putting the Conservatives in East
Eigin in a minority of 177 where thev had a
majority of 90. Essex was the next consti-
tuency he would notice. 1f there was
any constituency the Government would
leave untouched he should tnink it
would be this. He had no desire
to import acrimony into the debate, but the
cours: taken by the memb r representing the
Soutn riaing had heen challenged, and he
could not refrain from saying that it would
have been more courageous if the non, gentle-
man had goune back to the constituency as it
was than to have had it fixed, The Govern.
ment proposed where in the South riding
there was a Reform majority of 30, to convers
1t 1to a majority of 132, and make it safe for
themselves, by putting the towusnip of An.
derdon 1n the North, and Tilbury Wess
10 the South. Then rtake 3he case
of South Grenwville, which was wiped
out of existence. W.th the exception of t e
non. Commissioner of Puoviic Works, ail the
memers of the Cabinet were from western
constituencies, and tuat was the reason wiy
the eastern section was to be deprivea of the
represeutation they nad had. He might poing
out that Brockvilie had b en twice arranged
In order to sult the interest oi the Govern.
ment. VW havdid the hon, gentiemen opposite
propose with regard t» Norto Ontario ? It
would be recoliected that Mr. Madiil carried |
this constituency in 1879,  But iast session 1t

was carried by a majority of twenty
for the hon gentieman who wpow oc-
cupied the seat., North Ontario contained |
a population of 28,434 and Soutn Ontario of
20,3.5, It was provo-ed to reduce the North
riding by vaking away certain townships toa
popuiation of 20,91, aud make South Ontario
contain 27,895—a very nice way of adjusting
and equahzing the population. (Applause)
What was the objecs? It seemed that by
tiiis operat on they would add 44 to the ma-
jority of the member ifor the North
and make bim feel safer in the seat which

he hel . by such an insecure tenure. If the
Government were desirous of dividing
the constituency in the pubiic interests they
would have taken the township of Uxbridge
and added 1t to the other ridiag, which would
have given North Ontario 24,453 ana South
Ountario 24,159 population. (Appiause.) In
that way they would have equalized the
povulation, but then they would not have
been able to carry both constituencies. Whiie
pretending to equalize they had simply re-
versed the state of aflairs, and had made
South Ontario 27,895, instead of 20,378, and

" Nortn Ontario 20,917, instead of 28,434,

(Apvlause,) In the county of Leeds, the
Ref rm strength bad been rapidiy passing
away, It had been held sometimes by the
Conservative party and scmetimes by the
Reform by a small majority. The present
member had received a notico to quit, and no
doubt at the next election it would have been
represented by a Conservative, They took,
however. from narts of Cardwell and increased




