LY T —

Brf}ara—ragii-ﬁ.' ' Bu%?rﬂuh.
roder, ‘arnexie, ancy. A .
Creighton, Denison, Ermatinger, Fell, l'renﬁtt,
Gray, Hammell, Hess, Hudson, Kerr, Le“'h il
Ghee, Meredith, Merrick, Metcalle, Monk, Mor-
gan, Mulholland, Preston, Ross (Cornwal))—2T7.

It being 6 o’clock, the Speaker left the chair.

After recess. .
DOMIN ION-PROVINOIAL FINANCES.

Hon. A. M. ROSS moved that Mr, Speaker

Biythe, Brereton,
Cln,;"ku (‘l'oronto),

- had been pased on thil'

the revenue of the
by direct taxation,

Provinces shouid be raised

for one should have been content, and

think that 1t would have been & far
more ecoopomical rmanner t_hn.n the one
ander which weo Aare working mnow. At

sub«dy was fixed the revenue of

the Dominion was $13,000,000, and it was agreed
to give the Provirce: onestifth, retaining fours

Gfths as the amount needed for carrying on the

the time the

" of this Province, and say:ng in effect that this
chamber should after all be subsidiary and secon-
dary to the views of the man who happened to
be Premier of the
8o with the subsidies. The hon. leader of the
Opposition does not seem even to be desirous to
have his own expression of opinion assented to
| by the tHouse, because if he had he would not
have made it now.
direct vote of want of confidence in the Governs |

Dominion Government.

As it stands now, itisa

Domimion Government. If matters had been
allowed to remain in thal state to the present
time there wouid have been no ground for com-
plaint, but we know that our expeunditure has
d consequent upon an increased populas

ment, and if it were carried he would expect to

come over to the Treasury benches, and we go to '
make room for himself and hix friends. So that
if the hon. gentleman were really and sincerely l
desirous and anxious to have an unbiassed, and, .

do leava the chair.

Mr. MEREDITH said he pro sed to move
an amendment to put on record the Views of the
Oppositian with regard to the Dominion-FPro-

vincial finances. It was said by the (Government Increased co L e ht t ! d,
tion. The increased prpulation has brougfit o perhaps I may say, an uninfluenced expression

o ﬁthiuumu :: Thacil:::llit;mt?g ::E:;d;rj a;‘th:::: us an increased expenditure, but to the Dominion || of  opinion, he would have selected ‘

:?:h : frt.uwl‘:} meeting the ordinary axpe:uiitura (Government only increased revenue. So I say | some other  day, and put 1t in

thst if we are forced to look for a new basis on
which tiie subsidy is granted, let 1t be on the
basis of population, and give us an increased sub- |
sidy, say, every ten years. I'hat would be fair
to a'l concorned, because the bulk of the Do-
minion revenue is raised from the expenditures

such a wav that it would not have been an ex. |
pression of want of confidence in the Govern-
ment if the resolution had carried,

AMr. MEREDITH. —if I withdraw it will you

vote for it on some osther occasion?

Hon. C. ¥. FRASER.—He says if he with~

having regard tothe pro-
sum bore tu the Dominion
revenue at the time, it ought now to be increased |
in order to preserve that ratio, Heo called at-
tention to the views of Sir Alexander Galt

of the Province, and
portion which that

up:;n - .;u lt?“tthﬂ: hi':vm:rl:ul R::'Ll:me?::: of people by means of the duties the Dominion  draws his re.olution will 1 wvote for it on some-

?:ﬁdad T::t En semt-nrenl st\te should be kept | collects from the necessaries of life pur-| other occasion. It is not the first time he has

ap in the Provinecs, and that a large part of the chased by the population, which —must | pug such a queston. I tell the hon. gentieman

| increase in the expenses of the guyﬁr“mant Wwas Increase a8 the . _P‘«"P“l!“'t;qn “udulu::i;:?;;"ﬂ nao, I will not vote for the resolution. No one

| due to this. He opposed the ilea of incroased I‘uu)' then again that 1t is only falr -~ who supports the Government ﬂ?“‘jld vote for the
subsid.es to the Provinces on the ground that it| that | resolution in the present shape either

POPULATION SHOULD BE TAKEN AS THE BASIS

on which the subsidy 18 granted. 1f there had
not boen increased subsidies given from year to
year %o the other Provinces then we would never
have come forward with any demand, and it was
only after the seasion of the Dominion Parlia-
ment of 1854 that we took the presont position

would result in an injustice to Ontario, inasmuch |
as this Province contributed two-fifths of the
revenue of tihe Dominion. With reference to the
threatened disintergation of Confederation ghe
said that hon. gentlemen opposite gloated over
snch & prospect. They were pointing out that
national bankruptey was staring the Dominion

NOW OR ANY OTHER TIME,

as the resolution of itself is essentially one of ex-
pressing a want of confidence in the Goverment.
That is the reason why I will vote against it. 1
say farther that it is not a fact that any member
of the Government has taken the position, either
by inference or insinuation, that these gentlemen

mn the face, He askea if tivs was a time  that the pruﬂﬂnt state of things eould not con- assume we have taken. He * regrets that
to ask for these increased subsidies H_ﬂ &inue. I. would be surely unfair if the people of | the Government of Ontario has taken
was prepared to admit to~day that Ontario this Province snouid be compelled to resort to | tha ground in favour of periodical
‘hould stand on the same footing as the other |djrect taxation to maintain their Governmment | ;. . eagses in the subsidies, and thereby

Provinces. He did not know whether the hon. | when other Provineces by the pressure they are
gentleman would adhere to or back down from | enabled to put upon the Dominion Government,
his contention that there should be a rear- | aud by the peculiar relations existing between
rangement at every decenmial census. It was  them and Sir John Macdonald are able to get
an inopportune time to make this demand when concessiens for which we wet noequivalent. Of the
Now Brunsw.ck was knocking at the door of the | 2 400 000 granted to Quebec last session fully
Dominion Treasury. It might resu't in their (ljree-fiiths wili have to be paid by Ontario, or !
being unable to refuse this, He u!tlrmtﬂrizﬂn %1, 300,000 or $1.400,000 was taken from the peo~
such & course as unpatriotic and unstatesman- ple of this Province and given to the Province
of Quebec to recoup her tor the aid given to a |

ika. Inconclusion he moved :—

That ull the words in the motion after the word raliroal which was as much a local work as any
* that” be siruck out, and the following substitut. which the Proviuce of Ontario has buii. That
ed thﬂrel'urei:—-'t; While I.himbl{uuu;: manl}mima that  poad was begun as a local road and to serve local
no change in the tinancial basis of Confederation haaile - aka ar
which does not give to the Province of Untario ends, and they built !t ““E intending to maka any ,

claun on the Dommion Treasury on account of
it. But the exigencies in which the Dominion

rendered it more difficult for the Government
and Parliament of Canada to resist any demand
for increased subsidies coming from sny of the
Provinces.” That is not a fair statement of ths
ground we have taken with reference to the in-
crease of subsidies. Our ground has been from |
the first adverse to tho increase of subsidies.
What we have snid is this, that if the other Pro-
vinces come to the Government at Oitawa and
got what is in effzct an increased subsidy, we say
that Ontario would not be doing justice to herseif
unless she insissed that she shou!d get a fair ahare
of the Dominion grant. Mr. Fraser continued
to enforce this view of the case, and showed that
while he was 1 favour of direct taxation and no
subsidies to Provinces, yet if subsidies were con-
tinued it was incumbent on the Government to
' gee that Ontario got her fair share.

Mr. CARNEGIE claimed that his leader had
taken the proper course in the Boundary Award
and liconse questions, and that this circumstance
had been provei. He devoted the remainder of
his speech to opposing a demand tor increased

the hike benetflis and advantages as are given to
the other Provinces will be satisiactary to the ‘%
| Government tound itself when proposing the

the interast of this Province that any increase in | grant to the Canadian Pacific Raliway enabled

the annual suusidies now payable to the various |

linmien., and rexrets that the Government of On~ | Dominion qumurr for a return of a portion of
the four mulions they spent on the road. The

crease: in the subsidies, and thereby rendered it | : _ .

more diflicult for the Government and Parliament | 1nlerasis of Ontario that a demand for an in-
crossed sub.idy should be made, ou the & ound

paople of Ontario, it is of opinion that it is not in |
|
: Ouebec to make a su ful demand upon the
Provinces should be made by the Dominion Pars ! ! % v —— d P
taric has taken ground in favonr of periodical in- | . _ . .
hon. leadar of the Opposition says 18 not in the
of Canada to resist any demand for increased sub-

sidies coming from any of the other Provinces,”  tuat Ontario contributes a larger pro= '“E‘"‘idz ‘l’:f "'T:Emumi{thﬂ 1" —_— dgr:i;lr:i tﬂl that

Hon. A. M. ROSS—Mr. Speaker, the hon. portion of taxation to the Dominion ::; t::'lu :1'1111:. Ifalftﬁ;ﬂliu:s,ﬂ:ll:i‘é?l hndﬂban: giﬂ':;:
gentleman seems to have thought 1t necessary to (voveruinent, and to this 1 answer | o ito Dominion on account ot capital, was equal
caution me that I shou.d not tuke any lower | that it it were 1erely as belween t:“ subebdv i °d
ground than 1 did at the time I addressed the allowinzg matters to remain as they were at DI

Mr. CREIGHTON read an extract from the
Provinecial Treasurer’s speech in THE GLOBE
of last vear to show that the reuson
he had suggested a readjusiment was mnot

Huse on this question. 1 ¢n assure him and
this House, that I am not going to chuinge my
position, and 1 am not going to allow the country
by his resolution, and his language, to understand

the time of Confederation and of appl!ying for an
increased subsidy I would peefer the foriner, but
in view of the fact that the compact has not
been observed by the Dominion Government, the

that I am going to take a wrong course, Dominion Government having infringed upon it :fﬁ::?f b;imbe:::::; “l:‘ﬂr;n:;::;:r nut.wzzﬂﬂn R:E:ilni
| What I said at the time I wmade my to the detriment of Ontario, the time has | gtationarv revenue and an increasing expendi-
financial statement was that 1if increases | now arrived when we must lock the matler : R 4

ture. He pointed out that the Libsral partyin
1875 were responsible for the grant of $150,000 to
New DBrunswick, and that it was only now,
eleven veurs afterwards, that they were demand+«
ing an increased subsidy on this basis. It was
not in the interest of Ontario to ask an increase |
to the Provinces, becauase while it contributsd
tl;r?u-ﬁfthu ot the revenue 1t only got back two-
fifths.

Mr. YOUNG said the amendment stated that
which was entirely incorrect. In order to be in a

were going §0 be given to the other Provinces
then an increase must be given to this Province
also.

Mr. MEREDITH—No, no.

Hon. A. M. ROSS—I appeal to not only what
[ snid this session, but to the stateinent 1 made |
lust year. The statement last session mountioned |
that if the other Proviuces were to be given some |
special benefis, that if a grant was to be given to
the DProvince of Quebec, Ontario must get un
equivalent. I said again  this |

' squarely in the face and consider what we will
' do under the present circumstance, that we
tnhuuld consider whether we shall continue as
|

tlu;1 largest contributor to the Dominion Treasury
an

THE SMALLEST RRCIPIENT FROM IT.

The hon. leader of the Opposition says that
now is not an opportune time in which to make
the application, when the Dominion 18 passing
through the throes of a severe fiuancial crisis. 1!

gession . . :
that we were not cowmplaining with | think that the organs of the Dominion Govern. | Perfect form 1t nl;irht‘- to have set out the circum- |
our psition under Conlederation so long ment deny that this is the case, but if it is true B8tancesin which it would have been proper for |
|

who has breught it about?
his censure to those who have brought
about that eovere financial crisis rather
than to us who are asking for only an equal dis-

this Province to have brought about a financial
readjustment. It did not do this, and in the

terms it did contain was unpatriotic and against
the interests of the Province, Hecontended that

the statement of the hon., member for North

Grey (Mr. Creighton) was a very un-

just representation of the case, inasmuch

ans he knew perfectly well that the whole

thread of the Provincial Treasurer’s remarks from

beginniug to end was that the financial basis had

been tampered with, and that ii the otber Pro-

vinces were receiving increased subsidies it

was then and only then that Ontario should also

ask for an increased subsidy. The hon. gentle~

maa went on to say thatit was a very

SERIOUS QUESTION,
and one which might have a very injurious

as that Confederation scheme was continved
intact. (Applause.) Mr. Speaker, I ask hon-
ourable” gentlemen and the House to e nsider

when this Government has come forward a
1 | tribution to all the Provinces alike, Mr, Ross

asked these subsidies to be increased, Have we ;
asked for it durine fifteen years since Confeder-| concluded by showing that the prineiple of fixing
the subsidy had been observed with respect to

ation was formed? No, it ix only after the action | _
of the Dominion Government whereby they have Nova Scotia and Manitoba, and repeated his
" ubservation that this was the only fair basis to

giver $£2 100,000 —of which |
Ko on,

ONTARIO CONTRIBUTES A MILLIONSAND-A-HALF Hon. C | 3 F"RASF'R It 18 rather a | t
e U, 1V, s IN— ament=

to () i=bec, under a plen of this sum being a re-| able state of affai ' '

. ‘ ! alrs that in everything that -
turn to t.hu{.u !’;-uvmua ;urn railway, but virtually| cerns the interests of this Prﬁtinc: th:p:::ly
:,]-:i“ : tl::l 1{} ?:L; ri:n ;af u::g t?t g lvﬂ any- :i“ldﬂi] the leadership ot the hon. member for Lion~

| : \ L becomes| don should imvariably be f pose
thnl du:y 'dt.;l“; Prnwjﬁa to }mkftgnu quwaf"mu the truo interests auTl tru::{::lndu::’n‘:ﬂufu%nﬂ grf:u |
squarely in the face and say that if first one Pro-| vince. On the Boundar nesti -

_ : estion th
vince and then avother under some special plea | attitude antagonistic to };.hg rights a:g jt::tkdﬂ:

He should direct

is to get what virtually amounts to an increase| mands oi the Provi . eff ¢t uvon Confederation. Thaat

i an _ e Province, and tl ' e WS Wle
of auha.mly Iwa lhﬂlﬂd‘l'ﬁl{ the Dominton fairly| attitude down to the ] ;ﬂ : mnmlu?:: continued that | doubtedly true. It was undoubledly true
and sguarely for readjustment of Counfederation ' that the weakest powt 1 the Brtish

ON THE LICENSE QUESTION

we find the Opposition in the same iti
They have not one word to say numnlﬁn:;::ilt
tempt of the Dominion Government 1o wrest from
the Province her control of the liquor traffic, and
so with the veto power, Although we were
passing legis'ation quite within our competency
and although we hadonly acted ina cnuautuliann:l
way, and under the constitutional charter., our
measures were disallowed, and we fnund'hnn
gentiemen opposite joining tne Dominion Gov-
ernment in an attitude of hostility to the people

that wil!l give us o fair equivalent, That wus
the ground L took lust year, that i the ground 1
takenow. T'he hon. centleman has spoken in favour
of direct taxation for the purpose of paying the
cost of Government., lle says that is the most

economical way ol carrying on the Government
yet he has bsen '

HOLDING UP AS A BUGBEAR

tnlthp country fgr years that we have boonl
bringing the Provinco to direct taxation. (Hear
 hear.) 1 say, thatif the Confederation |¢hum;

North America Act was the finaneial basis, but
he asked, who wasit that first tampered with
the financial basis? It was the Conservative
party, within two years atter Confederation took
place, when they deliberately increased the sub-
sidy to Nova tia for political purposes, to
secure the support of the lon., J seph Howes.
Mr. MERE'.DITH-—ThB hon. geatleman voted

for an increase to New Brunswick two years
afterwards.

Mr. YOUNG smd if he recollected rightly
the increased amount which was given to New




