has not forced action by a writ. The last sug-
:ﬂtlnn made for the Liquidation is that deban-~
huhn should be issued for twenty years, and we

ave taken power to extand the tims of payment

by these means, and St. Catharines may also
tuke advantage of the measure,

= Mr. NEELON must say that the city of S-.
~atharines did not get justice done itin that moa-
sure, It got a very small reduction on account
of the Municipal n Fund. It had a debt of
S100,000, and it was only reduced to $160,000 by
this fund. For mstance, tne town of Cobourg
had got a reduction of $60,000 on its indebted-
ness. The debt had baen increasing until it had
now reached £600,000, and it required the who'e
amount of revenus raised by an assessment of 2
cents on the dollar with ths excoption of $33,000,
and it was utterly impossible to pay $165,000 on
the Municipa! Loan Fund., He thersfore hoped
that the hon. Treasurer would not press this Biil,

Hon. A. M, ROSS sad the Bill was to afford
rehef to such places «s St. Catharines,

Mr. MULHOLLAND said Cobourg had a
greater claim than St, Catharines, because it was
less able to pay. True, that town had got £500,-
000 from the Municipal Loan Fuud for s railway,
and the people add.ed another half million. It
was unnecessary for himn to say that it had beon
lost. He claimed that the amount due by Co-
bourg should be entireiy cancelled, because the
town had derived no benefit from the work, and
was, in fact, unabla to pay its indebtedness,
1ts hiabilities, includiug this amount, would be
$345,000.

Mr. MEREDITH held that the Bill was ir-
razular,and inasmuch as 1t was a msasura deaiing
with an indebtedness to the Crown it should
form a message from the lientenant-Ciovernor.

Hon, O, MOWAT asked that the Bill shounld
stand uutil he looked into the point,

Hon. A. M. ROSS, in reply to-Mr. Meredith,
said that all the municipalities which had paid
their indebtedness on account of the Muuicipal
Loan I'und were obliged to pay the full amounts
and they would have reason ¢lo feel aggiieved il
they were compelled to pay m full and those

May wero 83 amember of
Iation to Mechanics' Institutes.
he had noticed that this gentleman
se3sion & claim of $300 or §400 for extras,

:

w
cgtra one

done good work in his locality by resuscitating
Mechanios'[ nstitutes.

stated that the name J. W. McLellan should
J. A. McLeallan. The item of $100 was given to
him for preparing & c:talogue
Sc100] Library for the benefit
and Collegiate [nstitutes.

of over $0.5'8 for school readers whichh had not
been autuorzed.

o1 what the duties of "Dr. r

the Department in res

For somo years |
hal every

Mr, YO -l“'v-

|

Hon, G. W. ROSS sai! Dr. May's duties
sro puraly inside duties and this duty was an

T
AMr. MERRICK said he knew Dr, May had

Q. W. ROSS in answer to Mr.Meredith,

Hon, .

of the Normal
of High Schools

Mr MEEREDITLH referred to ths expenditure

I1a askel how soon ths papers

asked for womld ba neinted.

e = e

—
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Hon. G. W. ROS3S stated that he hoped they
vild s down this waek and he was I‘dl'i}' Lo
{iec+s the subyect at any unie.
OTHER DETARTMENTA
The following items wers passed without 1m-
portant debnto : —

e i ——————. — e ———

- =

eonld

with the amount paid to each.

Mr. Carnegte and Mr. Clarke follow-
ed in the criticism of the details of the Accounts
Fon. A. S. HARDY stated that, in answer to
Mr. Carnegiﬂ. who had said that only five
volumes of the eight of sessional papers cf last
yoar were Department reports, he had referred

. A

to those of 1871. In that vear two volumes only !

were pubiished, and of these 46 pages of one and

' 10 pages of the other only were sessional papers

on returns,
The item paszsed.

ADM INISTRATION OF JUSTICR.

Hon. O, MOWAT explained that he thought
this was the first year in which the ealimate for
criminal justice did not exceed the amount
actually expended the year previous. They only
took a vote of $120,000 and a larger sum was re-
quired for the service, It wasa matter over
which the Government had no control, He ex-
plained in what respeets additions had been ins
curred and changes made,

Mr, MEREDITH said the hon, gentleman
might do something for the Province by
urging the Dominion Government to defray
the whole of the calaries of the juiges of the Pro~
vinee, the Legislature providing in some cases an
additional salary to that paid by the Dominion,

Hon. O. MOWAT said he had eonsidered the
sugrestion and had already urgad the matter and
had good reason to bslieve th:t ths cliange
not bz made in the case of the

' Ontarin judges, who really deserved!, it without

mirkine asimilar increase to those in the other
Pravinces,who did not deserve it. He considered

| that the Provinca ot Ontario would lose more in

this way than it was paying by supplementing

Vole. Iuecrease, Decrease,
Diepartmont of
Cirown bLands.. i;.:;ﬂ QJ $ ------ ‘1:103 0C
Department o1
l'llllliﬂ \\‘u‘.'hi . 1?.?53 00 ----- M 153 m i
- Treasury Depart- g |
| MONL.cvees s.eee 1,00 OO _— 135 00
Depariinent ol
~ Agricuiture.... 1,30 0 160 00
socreiary and
1llosistirar's De- X
partment....... 29,200 00 775 00 .
Dajpariment ol
| Lulmiyralion... 1,1‘50‘0 B - e TYTRIEL
' PPab.iec  Institua- 4
T RS R 9,233 35 158 33 ey |
| Provineial tfoard :
of Health...... 7.950 00 1.253 00 L
Miseasllaneousy.... 10,150 W 150 W R

1

—
_——

which were still indebted should be allowed to |

get off without paving anything at all,  "U'his Bill
was introduced for the purpose of mal:ing the
payment easy for those municipalitics which
were still indebted by extendiug the time of pay-

ment,.
MEREDITH—-=Wera

Mr.
sold ?

H{on. A. M. ROSS—=Thedebenturasweresold by
the Government, but the first thres bali-yeuriy
paywents, I think, were not met by St, Catharines;
and the Government, to sustain the credit of the
town and the Province, met the payments. The
town of St. Catbarines has met the paymon's,

SUPPLY.
The House in Committee of Supply, Mr,
Daxter in the chair.

On the question of Civil Government, the item
Lieut.-Governor's oflice, £3,980, was considered,

Mr. MEREDITH objected to the over-exse
penditure of 120 in last year’s Yublic Accounts
in this item, and contended that the expenditure
should Le kept within reasonable lunits
replied at scme length to My Melioughlins com-
parisons on a former occasion, and nes<ured the

the debenlures

‘i

l

L]
L]

e |

" exira clerks, n:
' had been employed on municipal statisties, 3
Cfrom tins he attempted to defend the Oppoesition

cithe House last session 101
coms down by eommand : the

Tho Com nittee rep ried progross. _
It boing six o'clock the Spealier left the chair.
AFTER RECLESS.
The House az.4in in Committee of Supply.
LECISLATION.

Fegislation—=8120,0550 ; increase, $S,200. "
Mre, CARNEGIE eritic 2 »d the employment ol
educing the tact that som : ol tuen
and

trom the caargs of being responsible for a cons
siderable share of the increa:e of the amount
vrantad for legizlation,

Hon, A. 8. HARDY explained that the in-

cr:ases were 'argoely due to the orders for re-
turns wmoved for by thes Opposition, | PRT |/
voar thare waa about four times the
(quantity of material published, largey

on account of the orders of the othsr side,
as comparced with 1872, ‘I'here were presented to
returns, 42 ot which
remaining 50
come Jown in answar to orders of the House lust
and previous sessions.  Toere wero orderod last

| session T3, 41 of which were brought down; OS

| of the 73 were asked by the Opposition and 34

House that the Finanoe Miumster at Ottawa had |

to dea! with years of depression and bad tradoe,
Hon. A. M. ROSS showed that the over-exs

that part belonged to the year 1555,

The iem passed.

Fxecutive Council and Attorn y-General’s Das
partment, 313, 130 ; increase, $441 06,

Mr. MERRICK asked for an explanation of
the gradual incroase ot the salaries in this De-
partment,

Hon, O, }-IU\V:’LT said the hon,
had anticipared the answer. There had been a very
great imcreass in the business of the Daepariment
and was much greater than the expense, and the
economy hawdl beoa such that it would be 1im-
peasible to surpass it.

'he item passed,

EDUCATIO X,

Edueation Deapartment, £20,920; iacrease,
200,
Hon. G. W. ROSS sxpluined that the increase

wad on account of salares,

Mre. WoOOD thought the clerks of the Depart-
ments were getting too little rather than too wmuch
for their servie e,

Mr. Meredith and Mr Merrick proposed
ths classifying of the clerks, anl paying therm
according to their efficiencv. He asked an exs
nlanation of an item of $100 paid to a Mr. Kingse
ford for preparing Bill. Another objsctivnable
¢lass of itemns was paymeant of civil servants for
special work.

Hon. (3. W. ROSS stated that it was desirable
in consolidating the School Act to obian the
sorvices of an experienced maun, and Mr. Kings+

ford had been recommended to  him.
His services had been invaluable. Ile
was to get $300 for consolidating the
Public and High School Aets, and this
8100 hal be'n given on aceount. With resp ci
to the other item he stated that Dr. May had

been paid $10 perinstitu’e, for visiting Mechans
ies’ Institutes, which were dyin out, to resuscis
tats them, and the work had bosn done satisfacs

torily.

gentleman ¢

were brought down, the remaining 10 were asked

L J - i "
by triends of the Government, of which 7
brought down. More returns were askod for and

. : . 5 . more brought down than in any session since
penditure wa« within a reasonable limit, aud

Conlederation, Tne Opposition must, therafore,

the «alaries of judges.

The items for the administration of justice, as
follows, passed :—
Amount. Inerease,

Snpreme Court of Judiciture-$ 57,335 00 $1,914 O
Miscellaneous Criminal and

Civil Justice.............. 2201656 00 3,755 00
Surrovate Judges and ILoeal
MEABIOEE: .o sat cvso ssssssnees DRDEE DI 600 00
$325,020 00 6,169 00
EDUCATION.

Me. WOOD supported a larger vote to poor
schools,

Mr., DILL concurred in the previous speaker’s
remars.

Hon, G. W, ROSS said the Honse would ob-
serve that the grant had increased from year
to year. He bad beem able last year to aid
these schools by distributing several thousand
doliars worth ot books, forming t e remnant of
the old depository, besides some three or four
thousand dollara worth of maps, and he proposed
to eontinue this distribution. He feared he

could not uicrease the grant this year.

Mr. MEREDITH objected to the Minister

 of ducation giving out 1n his report that the

+ school populsation had decreased, unless he were

perfectiy certain thatit had. He could net un-

i derstand it the whole population of the Province

| had increased 6,000 within the

_L

wera |

I

share the responsibility of the increased expendi- |

ture, and they could not get out of it. 'I'he
amount paid for extea clerks during
ona session at Oitawa was between two and
three hundied thousand dollara, and yet the
Government did not present their returns so
promyptly as: was done here. As for the manner

Al " a< 1 (od them,
of chargiog the accounts, it did not make much |

difference whether the m=n were put on as extra

clarls or sessional writars,

Mr. CARNEGIE proceeded to state that, in
his opiniun, the Opposition was not responsible
for most of the returns brourht down,

Houn. C. F. FRASER said the floor of the
H mse was no place to consider the subject, as the
debats could consist of opiniononly, 1t ought to

. be investigated in the Public Accounts Com-

= I e—— - ———

mnittee, where those who had charge of the writers
counld be examined, and the matter could be
definitely setiled,

Mr. MERRICK complained that the number
of sessional writers had increased from 32 in 1882
to G0 in 1584, and that the number of messengers
in the same time had increasea from 22 to 32, He
objacted to a further increaso this year,

Mr. FERRIS was sorry the remark had been
made about not ecalling the Public Accounts
(Committee together, as he had been willing to
call it whenever he thought he could get a
guorum.

Mr. MEREDITH sugygested that the Governs
ment was wholly to blame for not calling the
Public Accounts Committee together,

lHon, C. F. FRASER pointed out that the
Opposition had apparently been waiting to see
how lonzg the Government would be before
they cailad the Public Accounts Committee to-
gether. N w that’the OppoxitionZhad shown thewr
policy they should have asmuch of the Puablic
Accounts Committee as they wished.

[Ion. A. M. ROSS
AuditorsGeneral’s report, showing that the
names were not given at all, but as ** 37 extra

quoted from the Ottawa

clorks,” followed by a gross sumn, while in the

Ontario Accounts every person’s name was given

y-ar, how Lliere
was a decrease in the school population of 14,-

Hon, G.W., ROSS—It would be a very seri-
ous thing for mne toundertake to enquire into the
causes of the decrease of the school population
28 the hon. gentlemn suggests. 1 do not think
tha comes within the purview of my official
duties by any mean«. 1f the decrease arises from
the eauses which the hon. gentlemen hinted at, 1
think the eaquiry would eome more within the
scope of the Board of Haealth,as he has suggested
since Lo sat down, 1 have to deal with the facts
Althougih there appears to bea
disparity between the stutements contained inmy
report and the statements contained i1n a report
made in another way, a3 munieipal statistics, yet
1 have every reason to balleve that my report is
accurate, The School Act, 1t is rtated on page
12 of this raport, requires every municipal coun-
cil, after tho first of January in each year, to

f

cause its asse=ssor to set downon the annua! assess- |

me 1t roll, in separate coumns, the number of
chi'!dren of the ages over sixteen and under

twenty-one, and Eotween seven and thirteen, in |

addition to the column betwesn five and sixteen,
I'nis duty is imposed by the Municipal Act,
I'rem these retarns the trustees make out the
school population of the eountry. What object
the assessor should have in making anything buat
an accurate return I cannot see, We take these
statistics from the returnsof the varions Boards of
Trustees. There are between 5,000 and 6,000
of these Boards, and I am quite sure in the
Department the statistics arc dealt with just
exactly as we find them. But as confirmatory
evidence of the accuracy of this report, we have
the additional fact that the population attendinz
school 1s annually decreasing. Now that popu-
iation 1s very easily arrived at with perfect aceur-
acy. Those returns are taken from the schools,
[t is aken from registersdirect and the reports
are sent to the Depariment, and that confirms
the other, namey, the numbers attending
school are decreasing year by year as well as is
the school population, I ecannot tell what is the
cause, and I don't know wmore than the more
fact s'ated i the report which is compiled by
the officars in the Department, [ know that
they are not falsified in the Department in the
siightest cderee, and I am o :tisfied that the facis
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