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Fifth Parliament—-Second Ses-
sion,
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(By Our Own Reporiers.)
Thursday, Feb, 12,

The Speaker took the chair at 3 o'clock,
FIRST READINGS.

2y, Din—Bil! o incorporate the Parry Sound

Oolonization Railway Company., |
Mr. McLaughlin—Bill to amend the Consoli-

dated Municipal Iustitutions Act. 4
Mr. O'Connor—DBill to amend the Municipal

Act of 1853,
Hon. G. W. Ross—Bill to consolidate and

amend the Separate School Act, Mr. Ross ex-
plained thut one clause provided that it shall be
jawful for the Separate Schoo! Board to appoint

a ratepayer—unot one of themselves—a member of
the High School Board, such member to take no
part in any matter affecting the Public Schools.
He also said he intended to amend the High
School Act in conformity with this provision.

\ir. MERDITH —~How many will that add to
the High School Board?

Hon. G. W. ROSS—=0Une,

Mr. MEREDITH—0One out of how many ?

Hon, G. W, ROSS —The Boards consist of six
members. This will add another,

AMr. Ferris—Bill respecting the debt of
x-lpnuea

Mr. :Drvden—Bill to amend the Act incor-
porating the Toronto Baptist College,

Mr. Creignton—DBill ¢¢ amend the Assess»
ment Act.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Hon. A. S. HARDY presented the Publio
Accounts for tiie past year.

THE ESTIMATES,

Hon, O, MOWAT presented a Message from
the Lieutenant Governor, which was read by the
Spaeiker, [t informed the House that
His Honour had transmiivted the FEstimates
for 1885, and recommended these to the consider-
ation of the Legslative Assembly.

Hon. A. M., ROSS moved that the Estimates
Le referred to the Committee of Supply. Car-

ried.
THE BUDGET SPEECH.

Hon. A. M. ROSS—Mr. Speaker, in consequ.
ence of welay in the printing it has been found
that tho Public Aceounts waore not ready to lay
upon the table so soon as I expecied they wouid
be. 1 expected that I would have been able to
lay them before the Houswe yesterday.,
Not being able to de that I ean under-
stand that there is some reason for the
ground taken by the leader of the
Opposition yesterday, I consent to the proposal
that the Budget Spe«ch be delivered to-morrow,
buc it must be understood that it shall be de-
Lvered then, although it is not a Government

Y.

Mr. MEREDITH—I suppose the Public Aec-
counts will be distr buted betfore to-morrow.

~ Hon. A, M, ROSS—They will be distributed
immediately,

Hon. F, FRASER—Of course it will be under-

glood that the Speech is to be delivered to-more
row,

Mr. MEREDITH -0,
TH]] ‘;:\.\IE IJ.‘\"&YH.

Hon. O. MOWAT, in reply to Mr. Gibson

(Hamilvon), said the Governwent had not con-

templated mtroducing any legisiation this session

ameuding the game laws, but in view of the pt-

tions presented the matter would receive cone
s.deration.

TOWNSHIP EXEMPTIONS.

Hon, O. MOWAT, in reply to Mr. French's
Question, whether in view of the Committee ap-
pointed on 14th March last to take evidence and
report as to the expediency of exempting division
lines n townships from the effect of the recent
Etatutes of limatations, and to report thereon, by
Lll].l or otherwise, having failed to act on rm:nrt
the 'I:HF-‘I'I;IIIHHL proposa this session to mtrndum;
any legislation on the subject, said circulars had
been sent out by that Committee, and a lnr;zu
number of answers had been received. Instrue-
tions had been given to compile them, and ns

S800on as this was dune the matter would
sidered and the House mformer o

wou!d be taken.

certainly.
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ANADIAN HISTORY.

BADGEROW moved for a return show-

Mr. zed by the E lueation

@ text books author
i“§|,1tlj.r-t.::|:wzrut. in geograpby, grammar, and Fllﬂ;hﬂ}
history. and now used In the Public Schoo !in-
¢1is Province. He thought there was some énha
apprehension as to the text books in use, :ln o
suggested that the return wouid be a valua
nn;ir. HARCOURT explained the reasons which
influenced him in alluding to vhe text books Ln
Canadian history. He did not consider that the
little epitomes or suminaries in use in ‘:)nt.f;r:
schools were without considerable .marlt, ];ut
what he did object to was BIMPLY tha

they were epitomes, giVIDZ bare dry details I:n
the shape ot an index, and utterly useless in t.! e
Outario Publie Schools, and of _l:tLla use in the
High Schools. There was considerabie difference
of opinion in the minds of eminent toacher« us to
when the subject of history should be bt:gun to
be taught, and no less authority than Professor
Bain, of Kdinburgh, seys it 1s pot a fitting sub-
ject for Common Schools at all,and gives reagons
why instruction in it should be postponed. He
would like
TO HAVE A WORTHY BOOK,
such as could be read by a boy or girl with
pleasure, and he contended that to place such a
book as the one authorised in the hands of a boy
or girl woull have the efiect of giving such a
child a marked disinclination for the study
ol history altogether, The book of Mr. Jeffers
was one for the teacher to use, and, he axulamud
this in order to aveid doing Mr, Jeffers thﬂ_ln-
nstice of criticising it froi any other standpoint.
In using it the teacher was supposed to be capabie
of enlarging upon the facts the book contains, and
this brought Lim to the subject that there was no
' book suitable for the teacher to use Lo prepare
'himseli for the book of amphtication. _
\ferred to Collier’s little epitome of English his-

‘tory, and thought that no one would say that |

fthere was such a book on Canadian history.

| What they wanted was a volume of Canadian |
history of such a size that would give In narrative |
forin, something more than a mere index, or dic- |
tionary of facts, and a book that would cause a |

chi'd to read it for its own sake.

Hon. G. W. ROSS—I have no objection at all '

that the motion should pass in the form in which
it is presented, and I am glad iondeed, to

ave the attention of the
through it the attention of the country, called to
thess questions both of English and Canadian
history. The object of the book referred to by
the member for Monck,is to'present to the teache
ers more than to the pupil, the leading facts in
Canadian history, and in the perface the uss to
be made of it by the teacher is pointed out. The
fdea of the book i# simply to present in consecu-~
tive order, the leading facts of Canadian history,
trusting to the teacher to give the details ; in-
deed it 1s supposed that at the back of tins book
thereis a live teacher, who bhas read Canadian
history extensively, and is able to supplement
'this book with

THE INTERESTING NARRATIVE

While we may not have any one
book filling to the full all the
requirement of the teacher in his Cina-

dian history studies, and presenting such views
‘of Canadian history as do Freeman’s and Maeau-
lay’s of the periods they cover, yet we have sev-
eral historical works of considerable mer:t.
There is Garnot’s history of the Freanch period in
Canada, Rogers’ history of the War of 1812. Thus
latter is a book of three or four hundred p (Zas, it
13 true, but it presents in an interesting way the
circumstances connected with that period. Then
wo have MeLellan's history of Canada, which is
‘" very valuable book, thouzh lis treatment of
certain circumstances was such as would strike a
young lLiberai as being from a Conservative
standpoint. Then to the teacher desirous of
studying the Rabeliion of 1837, thore is Lindsey’s
pmqr-mh}- of William Lyon Mackenzie, and there
is alse Withrow’s history of Canada. This latter
is & summary in a wore readable style. Wat-
son’s Constitutionul History of Canada is, as far
3 JL goes, a valuable history of Colonial
ﬁn\'ermn.‘nt, and I am reminded that we

ave Dent’s “Forty Years of Canads”
In these we have abundance of material tor H-uu
teacher. «  Of course it is rather expensive, yet
we expeaect our teachers to be wall-mlnmmd‘ not
only on the text-books themselves but o

ALL THE FACTS AND DETAILS

lnm::est.r-q by them, Creighton’s epoch primer
presents in consecutive order the main facts of
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wnen compared with the
latest issued in the United States and Englana.
ilt is of the wutmost mportance that the live
teacher should have the very best book 1m tus
hands, and that the thinking scholar uhau&:i ba
brought into contact with Lhe product of the
ripest minds, It has been charged that we have
autborized books in sdvance of their preparation ;
I simply intend in the future, as in the past, t«
announce that a book will be authorized ats
certain date, and give eighteen months for dealer:
to get rid of their stocks, and teachers to prepare
for them. J want to say that this (Jefiers) i1s Lue
only book authorized or intended to be authoriz=d
in Canadian history, and 1 hope to have & beitel
English primer than any now author:zed.
The motion was carried.
PUBLIC BUSINESS.

Hon. C. ¥. FRASER explsined, in reply o
Mr. Meredith, that public business Wwas as
much advanced as usual at this stage of the
session. The time which hid been spent was far
from being wasted, there were the bills to be in-
troduced in their ficst stages, to comply with
standing orders, and everything had been done
which was safe to be done in & single chamnber.
In a single chamber it was not safe to be gallop-
ing at first,

bﬁlr. MEREDITH—Tbe trodble is that you
walk now and gallop at the end.

Hon. C. F. FRASER—That is the true way,
go slowly at first, then trot, and gallop wh en yovu
are sure of the ground. and not break your neck
by gailoping when you should go slowly.

The House adjourned at 4 u'ulock.‘ s .

ing very stale,




