~—Have you taken part before this in a co-
llitt.{.un ti:varnmunl‘. ! A.—No, but I have uoticed

their formation.

Q. ~—Are you a very utmmi})uty man? A,
idered s

=~Uh ne, I have not been con 0.

Q. “~There was nothing very wrong trying to
foria a coalition Government, was there? A.—1
think there was something wrong about forwing

& coalition,

Q.—~Wicked? A.—Yes

(0.—Was it a crime ? A.—Treachory.

W.—Lreachery ! A.—Yes. .

Q.—Would a combination of pa ties be treach-
ery 7 A.~Without consulting i:r
It would.

().—Having told you what he wanted,
being an honourable man you would have told
bim it you disagreed with ™ him ? A.—Well, 1
thought there might be some well-laid scheme
that should Le brought to light.

. —You began to be f rightened ? A.—Yes.

Q.—~Then why didn’t you turn tail aud ran ?
A.—That was not my business. To turn out the
recogmized Government of the people returned
by them last year without consulting them would
be conspiracy.

(J.—What was the conspiracy ? A.—To be
offerea bribes,
().—~Who was offered bribes ? A.~I was,
Q. —How? A, --By offering me an office to vote
agwnst my Governont,
& —=Well do not poiiticians often get shelved
like that ? A.—Not by their enemies,
. —How was it you met him a second time ?
A.—L bad an interview w; th him the uext dav.

It was in the Rossin House. I was with him
half an hour or three-quarters of an hour,

TRAFFIC IN GOVERNMENT FOSITIONS,

- Q.—~Do you remember during that time mak-
5 any proposals to Mr, Meek? A.-—] drew
Mr. Meek vut as well as [ could.

(0.—Now let us hear what your proposals

were? A.—1 said [ intended reslgning on ac-
count of my ill health. e

Ue—Hud you applied for any particular situa-

tion? A.—1 never apphed for any position in

my life.

(2.—~Did you not apply for a shrievalty ¥ A,
I never did, though Ythiuk [ might have got it,
if i had not been & member, had I wished.

.—Ihd not Mr. Meck offer you a position ?
A.-~Yes ; be offered me a shrievalty in Regina.

Q.—What did you say * A.—I told him that
I dif not think my health would stand the cli-
male there,

(2.—What did he say * A.—Well, he told me
[ might get almost any position in British Colum-
bia that I liked. I thought they were prepared
to make almost any sacrifice to carry out the
policy that ** Mowat must go,”

(. —-Did you complain to him that you had
been badly used by vour party? A —Yos,
There are sections of our party as there are in any
varty, and there is one of these sections in my
consiituency that treated e badly. This sec-
tion, however, is not a winuing one.

Q. —Did you almost accept any proposals that
he made to you? A --No.

O.--Did vou consnire to fiud out thia nlot $a
bribe members of the (Jovernment * A1 knew
nothing of the offors of bribery until last Mon-
day. I feit that it was not very much of an
honour to have this offer made to me, 1

W.—1t is not every one they would honour by
making such an offer, A.—1 hope they would
ofier such an insult to very few men,

(2.—~Had you ever an action in which you sued

for a promissory note? A.—No. 1 sued for
ibel,

Q. —What was the libel? A.—Such as gener-

ally occurs i a political canvass. Rumours

which were set about with a view of damaging
my character.

K. —Then you brought an action for damages ?
A.—And lost it because there was a politieal
division in the case.

.—Were not you charged with having forged
& receipt? A.—I was accused of it during the
Campaign.  The judge, in the suit that T brought
on account of the charge, held that the people
were privileged to make such charges against o
candidate for Reeveship, member of Parliament,
ete., while he was before the people,

Q.—Did you tell Mr. Meek that vou had been
offered an office by your Governmeut ? A.—No,
1 was disappointed, though, Dbecause a certain
position should #0 to some man of the western
part of ourcounty, I had given the Government

Lo understand in 1876, long betoro I was in the
. House, that it was unfair and unjust to dispose
' of all the positions to persons in the other rid-
ing.

(2. —Did you tell him that you had shaken your
fist in Mr. Hardy s face and had swore at Mur.,
Purdee about there giving you a position ? A.—
1 told Meek that [ swore to My, Pardee and be=
cause I understood that the shrievalty had been
given to an East Elgin man instead of goiug to a
west riding wan.,

(. ~Why did you tell Meek that vou weore
fnrciug the Government to do what Yo, wanted ?
A.~—Mr. Meesk has strained the matwer 3 1 did
not tell himn toat,

SOME OF THE BRIBERS' FABRICATIONS.

Q.-—Were you not tellinghim all your troubles,
ana teilling ham to tind ont if the other side
would accevt you? A —~Not at ail. I amm very
well contented where | am.

Q. —Did not you tell him all this ? A.~No; you
are not teiling the trutn,

.—1 awa not teiling— A.—The truth if you

people I think

Cand offer aud cause to bo proposed and o
~thesaid Robart MeKim, then beins o memberof the
- above-mentioned Lewisiative Assombiy ol Unturio,a
 bribe, rdcompense, and reward, o wit, did under-

- pointmgent to the sad ot

report all this fulse conversation,

Q.—Did you not tell him that you had a
written appowntwent? A.—Not at all. 1 told
him nothing of the kind,

Mr. MaeMaster —When you left him after the
interview, did you part with him guod friends?
A.—Yes, " f |

This ended L. Cascaden’s evidence,

THE CHARGE AGAINST MEEK.

The Magistrate then read the tollowing charge
against Mr, Meek ;—

“ That the said Kdward Meek on or ubout the
irst day of Februury, 1884, did unlawfully, cors
ruptly, and wiltully propose and otfer, and caused
Lo be proposed and otfered and given to John Cus-
caden, then being o member of Lhe Legislature of
Untario, duly elected and sitting at the frst ses-
sion of the said Legisiature, a bribe, recompense
and reward,to wii,the sam of $2,000 in money, and
did further undertake o promise Lo obtain for him
the said John Cascuden an office at Ieginw In the
North-West lerritory to produce to him the sum
of 5802 per annum,—said office being un otlice in

(the @it and  disposal of 1he Government
- 0f Cannda—thereby corruapuy to influence swid

Juhn Cascadeu, then being a member in said
Ledslative Assemblv,to the end that the said Johun
Cascaden being a member as atoresaid, conirary
Lo his duty in that behalf, should vote upon uny
Queshon urising or Lo arise in such Assembly ac

Clhe sald  flirslt  session in opposition te the

existing Administration of the executive governs

Cment of Ontario known as the Mowat Govery-

mwent and against and iu oppbagition to the mem-

bers of xaid Assembly stupporting suach Govorn-

ment on the occasion of swid vote; and the suid
taformant, npon his vath alovesaid, further sai
that he is informed aud belieyes that the said
lkdward Meek, on the 10th day of February, at
Toronto, did unlawfully and corruptly fgu'upuau

ered to

take that the ofice of registrar of deeds at JKd-

monton, in the North-West Territory. being a
. Valuabie otlice in the wift and disposal of the

Government of Canada would be given hy the
siuld Government of Canada to the said lobert

- MceRim,tegether with the sum of 3500 for expenses

conneciwd wilh the openingof the said ofHce, ana
that to assure the said 1 "Ezrt MceKim of his ap-
4 promissory note
then Qrepared and sizned by the Bald Maward
Meek and one J. A, Wikinson for the payment of

25,000 to the suaid Hobert MceKim, should be de-

 posited by way of a ﬁuummeu aud security with

some third persoa to be named between them., for

' the fuidlment of Lthe said undertaking, with »

view LLareby to c¢o ruptly influence Lhe said

-~ Robert Mciiim in his proceeding; as such mem-

Ter ir the said I islative Assembly, ro the end
tha! the said Robert MeKim, then being euch .
momber as atoresaid, contrary to his duty in the
'ehiwlf of his coustituents, should Yole upon any
liction arising or to arise in the said Assembyy,
at the raid first sedsion, against and in Opposition
to the existins Administration of the Lxecentive
Government of Outario, known as the Mowat
Goverament, and in opposition to the members of
the sald Assembiy supporting such Government
on tho occasion of the said vote,’

The intormation was laid by Mr, Thomas R,
Wyun,
THE OFFENCE OF BRIBERY,

Mr. Denison asked for the statute undeg which
this charge was laid.

Me, Ferm said that it was laid under the
Losislative Assembly Act, .

Mr, Denison—That yvives the Assembly the
power to luy a charge, but it is not clear that
it, the uifence charged, is a erime, unless there 1s
some Act before tlus making it an offence to
offer a bribe. Ifitis an offence under the com-
mon law it cannot be tiied here.

Dr. McMichael submitted that Nno Criine was
alleged.

Mr., Leving said that there was a critne alleged.

- Ordinurily speaking and generally speaking, the

legal interpretation of brivery waus that of offer-
ing & bribe, Ufforing a brbo to a person who
was connecled with the admi.iistration of Justice
was primarily an offence.  The definition was
wider than that. It extended to any c.ass,
which included members of Parliament. A per- |
son bribing members in the House of Commons
in England had been punished, bus it was not an |
offence in the common law, The case referred
to had been taken up and punished by the House |
as a breach ot vrivilege. There were cases,
however, in which bribery had been punished
under the common law. He quoted Roscoe,
where a case of bribery for a eorporate office was
stated, and in which the briber was panished

under the eriminal law.

Mr. Danison—If the criminal! law recognizes
the bribary of 'a mayor or alderman it should
apply also to an attempt to bribe a member of
Purhament, It seems to me that this is an
ﬂnn!ﬂgnlm Care, reasomag ft‘lltﬂ thﬁ uther—-—-

De. MeMichael-—~lobject that no erime is made.

Mr. Denison said—HKeasoning trom the other
case that it was not made out he considered was

. sutficient ifprmation to hold this case good, Ii

he made w 1?‘-‘55.1-:& and threw ous the case there |
was no way “of going before the higher Courts

with it, 5
Me. Ma¢Master said he was not prepared tosay

" that todribe « member of Parliament was not an
. offence,

Mr, Donis® said he would let the case stand

till to-dny. The Court then adjourned till 10:30

this morning:
m-‘




