and told me about taking three _mbﬂ!“ of the
Government l“d threo Oppuiltmnilh mnto thﬂ
coalition Cabinet, .
-1 Q.—Did he say anything of ‘Whlt any of them
" were guing to get? A.—He said some of them
W t Cabinet positions.
Q. -ﬂld- he mar;?m: any of them by name’?
A.—He spoke of Mr. McKim, and from what he
" said I inferred that Mr. McKim would be given
money. 3
Q.—This was the second time you saw Wilkin-
son? A,—Yes,
 Q.--And you can give nothing of what was
said? A.—No,
. Q.—Have you not given a fuller Jaccount else-
where? A.—I may have done so, _ |
(). —Did he mention anything regarding North-
Woest offices? A.—Yes, He said that offices
were very attractive, and that one office would
" do for several men., : |
' Mr. Cameron~He meant with the Grit party.
~ Q.—Did he speak of money? A.—No; but
from some of fis remarks 1 inferred money would
be used.
" Q.—~When did you return to Gyeiph? A.—On
Wednesday, 0th February, by the noon train.

Q.—Did you not see Mr. Bunting on that day ?
A. —Yes : in his own room, before noon.

Q.—What was the object of seeing Bunting ?
A.—My intention was iu the first place to speak
of Wilkinson, aud of his conversation with me at
Guelph. I gave Mr. Bunting a description of
Mr. Laidlaw. _ |

Q.—What dia you gay to Bunting with refer-
ence to what Wilkinson said to you? A.—To the
hest of my knowlaedge I said I did not take any
stock of what was said about Mr. Laidlaw being
opposed to his party, and Bunting suid he agreed
with me. 1 said I did not care to interfere In
the matter.

Q.—Did you say anything more ? A.~1 can-
not remember that I said anything more.

().—What about the statements reported in
' Tug GLosBE to have been made by you before the
Committee on Thursday. A.—The report is not
correct,

Q.—Did you 1n the Lecislative Assembly the |
other day give no account whatever ot what you
| had said to Mr. Buuting in regard to the matter?
A.—I made no explanation whatever.,,

Q. —Did you ever receive a letter from Mr.
Wilkmson ¥ A.—Yea ; about a weak after the
interview at Torouto, |

(Q.—Where is it ? A.—Idestroyed it.

Q.—What dil it say ? A.—Ouly that Wilkin-

' son was in Cobourg, and likely to remain there
- some tune,
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Cross-examined by Mr. MacMaster.

(Q.—When you called upon Bunting in the
Mail building did you tell hum of the conversa-
tiiun Wilkinson had bad with you? A.—I1 think

did.

(Q.—What did Bunting say with regard to the
affair? A.—He discouraged the business. 1
cannot give his words,

Q.—What do you mean when you say that
Bunting discouraged you ? A.—I explained that
Mr. Laidlaw was not the sort of man to do what
was wanted of him, and Mr. Bunting agreed
with me, and said we had better not trouble any
more about it,

Q.—Did you tell Mr, Bunting that you dic not
¢are to have anything to do with the matter:

A —Yos,

" (. —What do yon mean by the matter—the

| bu-iness relating to Mr. Laidlaw? A.—Yoes.

| Q.—And the interference proposed by Wilkin-

son? A.—Yes

| Q. —The fact was, then, that he discouraged
the whole affair? A.—Yoea

Cross-examined by Mr, Murphv,

| Q.—You have knowa Mr. Laidlaw a very long

i time ? A.—Yes.

' Q.—And have been opposed to him in politics?
A.—For the last eight years.,

O.—-You knew it was no use asking him to
oppose the Government? A.-—Yaes

(Q.—You have often opposed the present Gov-
ernment? A.—Yeos,

Q.—Have you ever heard, in the history of
Canada, of coalitions being made, and the Oppo-
sition and Government inviting to form a Gov-
ernment? A, —Yes,

Q.—You can recollect, I suppose, that at the
time of Confederation the Hon, George Brown
was a mewmber of the Oppusition, and that he
and Hon. Wm. Howland and Mr. Fergusou
Blair and others came mto the Cabinet?

Tue witness said in reply that his knowledge of
Canadian history did not extend to such matters,

Q.--Do you remember about the *‘speak now "
question, when a note was addressed to an hon.
member across the floor of the House? A,—Yes.

Q.—And that that Minister afterwards accep-
ted the position of Chief Justice of Manitoba?
A.—Yes

Q.—Then there was nothing that struck von aa .
unusual in this proposal of Mr. Wilkinson for s
conlition? A.—No,

Q.- You did not think you were committing
an offence agaiu tthe Jaw in going in for it]
A.—1 did not go in for it, (Laughter,)

(Q.—I am now speaking of February a yeat
ago? A.—No,

(J.—Nor did you think theré was anything
wrong in forming a Coalition Government if the
Government could be thrown out? A.—No,

Q. —And you would have gone to a member of
Parliament on the Grit side 1i you thought you
could induce him by your arguments to change
over to the Opposition ranks ? A.—I1 don’t know

|
|

| that 1 would,

Mr. Murphy—You would not ; well, I think 1
would.

Mr, Denison—But the witness says he would
not,

Q. —You knew Mr. Laidlaw was so staunch in
hispolitical opinions that no arguments would
affect him ? A.—I thought so.

Mr. Dowling was then called and examined by
Mr. Lrving. :

Q.—You are a member of the Legislative
Assembly? A.—Yes.

Q.—And have been here since the 23rd of
January ? A.—Yes; save for an absence of
three days,

Q.— Y ou are member for South Renfrew ? A,

Yos,

().—Do you know Mr, Wilkinson ? A.—Yes.

Q.- “’:hun did you first make his acquaintance
A.-=In South Renfrew at the time of the elec-
tion I saw hun, but did not become acquainted
with him ; that was on the 11th January,

Q.—When did you get introduced to him$
A.~Last Thursday week, the 13th inst., in To-

ronto.

Q. —Where did you meet ? A,—At the Walkee

Hou se.

(). —Was any other person present? A.—Mr
McKim introduced us,

Q.--Where did the introduction take placi
A.—In a private room, which I believe was Mr,
Wilkinsou's,

Q. —Was Mr. McKim present? A.—He went
out after the 1ntroduction,

().—Had you reason te believe that you were
going to meot Wiikinson that evening? A.—Yes,

Q.--And in consequence of that you went
there? A.—Yes,

().—How long did the interview last? A.—e
Half an hour.

(). —Were you interrupted ? A,—No,

Q. —What was the subject of your conversae
tion? A.-—~lle said there was considerable -
eatisfaction with the Mowat Government amongsé
their own supporters, Hethen went on to speak
of the protest against my election, and
said  he thought the Courts would de-
cide that I should be personally disqualified
or account of the decision in the first case, He
explained to me his reasons for holding this
opinion, He then went on to ray that if 1 would
change my politics and support the coalition
schewmne the proceedings in counection with the
Trutast would be stopped. He also stated chat if

would support the other side, as I had been put

to a good dea of expense in connection with the

protest,- this outlay should be recouped. He
said they would want South Renfrew for a mems=
ber of the proposed coalition Govermment, and

| would, perbaos, want me to resign. They would

|

- give me $2,000 for expenses, and $2,000 or $3,000
Caf 1 would resign my seat,

(.—You say he said the protest would be with-

“drawn, He was not the petitioner or the lawyer

|

was he ? A.—No: 1epoke on this matter to humn,

" and said he had not power to withdraw the peti-
tion. Me suid he would get me to o and see Mr,
Bunting, who had full authority to have the

petition withdrawn,
(.—When was that interview to take place?

. A.—He said he would arrange an interview about
' half-past two on the same day.

!

(. —Did that interview terminate then? A.—
Somc more conversation took place, but that waa

the substance of it. I objected to going to Bunt.

inge's oflice.

().—Did you know where his office was? A.—
1 knew the Mail building,
(). —W here no istructions given you? A.—

Witkinson said the man at the elevator would
show me up,

MR. BUNTING & OFFER,

Q.—Iid you goto the Mail building? A.—=
Yes : but I'went first to the Parliament Build.
ings and told My, Fraser of the whole affair, and
objected to going to the Mail. He persuaded
me to go, however, and I went. 1 found Mr.
Bunting in bis room. By his manner he seemed
to have been expecting me, and said he wanted
to have a chat with me, He went down a conple
of flights of stairs and into another room, where
he lockad the door. He said he understood from
what had been said by parties who had been to
soe him, that a good deal of dissatisfaction exist-
ed about the Mowat Government, I said nothe
ing, and he went on to ssy that I had been put to
a good deal of expense in counection with the
protest that had been made against my election
and that this. expense would be recoupe
me if 1 would suppori this scheme for the forma-

tion of & coalition Government. I said very

little, but listened to him. He continued that
if T would support this scheme he would get e
a couple of thousand dollars in two hours, and
the petition should be withdrawn ; and if I re-
signed my soat 1 shoald get a couple of thou.
sand dollars more. These were the words—no
more and no Jess,

(J.—What did yousay? A.—Isad very lit=
tle: I rather rogretted having come there, and

" thought { had, perhaps, ncted wrongly m.doing
. BO.

|

().—Did ho say anything olse? A.—He said
with regard to my expenses that 1 should not
have had to pay them all myself. Mr. Fauquier
was & young man, like myself, and he said the ex-
penses had been paid for him by his party. 1
replied that I wanted no one to puy my ex-
penses. When going away, Mr, Bunting ssid,
“If you wish to see me again drop me a line
and I will meet you anywhere you name.”

().—-Have you had any conversation with him

*

ts



