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-~ of the Government
" think Mr. MeKim, Mr. Bishop, and mnvself eame
- to the Houss and spoke to sowe of the members

' Hote!

(Wilkirson) had been at
Banting, and I think he mentioned Mr., Mere- |

" he wanted to

| Bunting said when I entered, ** You
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Mz, Megrepita  said the proper
would be to take evidence at once,

Mr. Fraser said there could be no doubt
that the proper way would be to take a state-
ment, and it might not ba necessary to go on, #3
the persons implicated might possib'y ackunow-
ledgy their guilt and throw thewmnseives on the
mercy of the House,

Mr. Morgris asked if the evidence should
not be given under oath,

Mr. Mowar said this was simply a prelimin-

Ari.i:wntixﬂinn as to what course should be
ta

by the Committee with reference to the
matter, When the parties charged with the
offence were present the evidence would be taken

en oach.
Mr. MEerepiTH  thought they had had
statements of the members in the House last

night. - He thought the statoment of the mem-
bers should be taken on oth,

Mr. I'raser said there was no necessity of
the evideuce being eiven on oath at this stage.

DR, DUWLING'S STATEMENT.
The first witness called was Dr. Dowling,
M.PP. for South Renfrew.

Mr, Mowar—Will you state to us what you
know aboul thus matter reterred to the Commit~

' tea?

Mr. DowriNg then made the following
statement :-~On Thursdav last Mr. Biuhn_p and
Me, MeXNoim eame to my room in the Continental
Mr.
buai-

the

and told me
Wilkinson on
1OSK, We three

Was
very
went

wanted by
important

down to

. Waiker House together, and weut into Wilkin-
 son’s room. - Wilkinson said thers was some dis-

satisfaction with the Mowat (Goverument., He
(Ottawa with Me.

dith, and ha had come baeck with lots of money.
He had 10000 or more, and had made up

| his mind to buy out a few of Mr. Mowats
stuoporters in order to defeat the Government.

- Ho asked me 1if [ would go into the arcange-

- ment. | would not say whether [ would or not.

1 thought it was a pretty erooked piece of business.

' I then said 1 did not hike to euter into any such

arrangement. He said. ** [ would like Mr. Bunt.
ing to see you ; there is a protest h mmni over
you, 1 am pretty sure it is azainst you. 1t yom
come with ns all your expensos will be piid, We
want you to resign your seit in South L:nfrew,
We want to form a Coalition (rovernment, and
if you resign your seat and vote against the
Mowat Government we will give you $2 00).
If yon resign your saat we will give yon 83,000

- and drop all proceedings against yon xnd satisfy

vouonthiz point. I will see Mr. DBunting and
arrange for an interview between von and Mr,
Bunting st three o'clock this afternooun. Yoeu go
and see Mr. Bunting and talk the matter over.
Mr. Bunting 15 & pretty wealthy man, and you
can depend on everything he says,” There wus

- a good deal more saud,

Mr. MowAT—W hat \was the next step?
Mr. Dowrisag—I saw some of the members
and told thew: about it, |

of the Guverhment about t,
to go to Mr. Bunting's oflice then, as if
see me he could come to my
hotel, They told me 1 might as well go and seo
him any how., 1 went and saw lam at three
o'clock that same afternoon. Toere wus a gentle-
moun with him, who left the room, and Mer,
are [r.
Dowhng.” T said **Yes,” and ke sad, *1
want to have a long chat with vou ; we will go
into another room.” 1 wout inw wnother roown
and

I did not intend

ME, BEUNTING LOCKED THE DOOR.

He commmenced to talk in the same manner as
Mr. Wilkmson, and askod me if I had seen Mr.
Wilkinson. 1 said ** ves.,” He said, ** 1 suppose

" he has told you the Mowat Ciovernmeat has been,

He

and are, in & rather precarious position,”

" then said that it was rather too bad that the

- —— T —

- He

- of the Coalition Government,

Dominion Government and tho Oatario Govern-
ment could not pull bettwr; Sic John was as
smart as a crickst, and he was certain to remmin
where hie was at the head of affairs ior ten years
to come, and asked if 1 was going to sup-
port the Conservative party in this House
acainst Mr. Mowat. 1 made no reply.
said :—*“Your election has been pro-
tested, has it mnot?’ [ said:—"Yes.,” He
said:—**1 am in n position to say this—If vou

| go against the Mowat Government from now till

the end of the session all proceadings will
be dropped against you. I understand
the Mowat party have used you poorly. They
have allowed you to fight the election and your
own protest. Now Mi. Fauquer was a young
man like yon and the party have helped him
through. If you can maks up vour mind to 2o
with us, I can make up 33,000 in two hmlf:!. Woao
mey wallt you to resign your seal, ~We wart
South Renfrew for one of the meinbers
and if you
resign  your seat Wwe can velry well give
ou a couple of thousand _dull:ur} more.
{Ie told me if I wanted another interview with
hiun I might drop hun a vrivate note and he
would meet me at my hotel or any plaee at ﬂ.l!.
On another occasion we went down to Liynch’s
room and he said:—*I understand Mr. Wilkinson
has been talking to you. I want to g®tyou and
a few supporters of the Mowat Administration to
with 1+ from now till the end of the session.

have a proposal to make to you
' 1f you vote against the Mowat Govern.
‘ment I will give you 82,000 I will
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G o tim e B whalihe the
an read what ison t ST 16 was _
'?nllnwing etfect :— Liynch bets with Dr. Dowling

the coutents of this envelope that he will not

vote against the Government from now till the
ead ot the session. He also bets the contents of
this envelope that the Mowat ( iovernment will not
bedefeated titissession,” Waen theconditions were
fultitle § I was toget tha contents of the envelope.
He then saud : * Youcome down with me to
Mr, Moek.”
ing the money, and I said: ** No,1 won’t do anv-
thing of the kind.” He then said, ‘‘ We will go
to Mr. Bunting,” and I said, I would not go.

Mr. Mowar—What about Kirkland ?

Mr. DowLiNGg It was the sams thinz with
him. Ho wa« ane of the narty whoy were work.
ing on behalf of the Opposition. Hs made
offers to me. When they spoke to me first about
it I said ** No, I don’t want anything to do with

THESE CROOKED OPERATIONS,”

I thought it was uscandalous piec: of business,
ospecially when the attempt had cowme from
Ottawa, and the whole thing was arranged in

‘O:tawa, so Mr. Wilkinson said, 1 really thought

|

'it was scandalous, but the wembers of the Gov-
erntment told me to continue without committing

“in the timber
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He sawd he had explained the proposed chanzes
licy of the Governwent to Mr,
Meredith, and he was assured by the leader of
the Opposition that he would move an amend-
ment in the House as a motion of cen-
sure on the Government, and that all
tha members of the Opgosition would
approve of 1t and vote for i% as well as
some supporters of the Government, After
some other conversation he left me, and 1 came

He gave mo the envelope contau- (down tv Mr, Pardee and asked for somne explana-

tion of his timber policy, telling him what the
men had told we about the matter, Mr. Pardee
asked me to see further what the men would do,

and without committing myself, let them go as

far as they wouid. I wasn’t approazhed again
by Mr. Kirkland until Thursday. After dinner
Mr. McKim came to my room saud toid me
that Big Push Wilkm<on wanted to see
me in his room, wiich is next mine.
[ went in, and after sume  general
conversation about the weather, he asked ire
what 1 thought about a enalition Governinent for
the Province. [ said 1 had heard something
about such & scheme, when ne said there was too
much partyisin 1n Provineial matters, and they
could get rid of some of 1t by having a coalition
(rovernment, B'f this the I"ruvincr: [:'flllld secira

‘myself in any way, but to see how far these parties ail her rights from the Dowmimion Governwment, I
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"Goverument was in the interests of the Brovinee.
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would go and what they would do. The interview
with Kirkisnd took place on Thursday, and he
has been at my hotel everv duy since, excepting
Monday. He said he wanted to defeat the
Mowat Government, as he was intercsted in suine
timber land in Algoma, and he had seei: Mr,
Pardes, Mr. Pardes would not agree to his
torms and he knew tuat Mr. Meredith would
agree with them. On Saturday night Kirkland

camne and asked me if I was going nto this
arrangement,  He said: *If you do, here is
- $2,050.” He produced $2,000. ° There was one

21.000 bill and ten $100 bill«

‘Mr, Fraser—The money was produced.

Mr, DowriNa—Yes ; I think it was a Domin-
jon Bank bill or on the Bank of Montreal, [
saw the money. He shoved it into my hands,
He aaid, *“A Coalition Government will be 1n
thie interests of the Province of Ontario,” He
asked me to sign a *‘round robin,” bat 1 would
do so. He produc:d a document iu
the form of a letter to the effect that a Coalition

ot Ontario, but I dia not sign 1t.  Kirkland said
there was to be a vote of want of confid:nce in
the Government within a tew days with refer-
ence to their tunber policy, aund he
Laa spoken to several members of the
Mowat Administration, and they ‘were satisfied
that they could vote a:ainst the Goverament on
this timber policy. He offered to pay a certain
amount of money and use his influence with Mr.
Bunting to have the protest dropved,

Mur, Frrris—Different individuals appeared to
come to you with the same offers and the same
money?

Mr. DowriNG-—Yes, that appoeared to be it.

Mr. Frasgr—Who made the appointment with
Mr. Banting?

Mr. Dowring —Mr, Wilkinson.

Mr. MelNtyre—Ind any one mtroduace you to
Mr. Banting ¥

Mr. Dowrixa—Wilkinson told me there would
be a man on the elevator who would show me
Mr. Bunting’'s' room.

Mr. Bavrounr said the whole proceedings which
took place between the persons who had at-
tempted to bribe himn had been made known to
the Government, 1 have said we put down arull
note for my safety, and 1 wiil just read from it
as the shortest course,  The first time I was ap-
proached by any of these parties was one dav
last week. | think on Tuesday morning, althotugh
some bints had been thrown out to me by Mr,
Kirkland for some days before. He never, how-
aver, made dofinite propo<al. He talked about
the timber policy of the Government and the
advantage which would accrue to the country by
a change of the timber policy, and explained
the position of affairs in the Thunder Bay Dis-
trict., The first time that a definite proposal, as
1 said be'ore, was made was on Tuesday morn-
ieg, when Kirkland called me into the card-
room of the Walker House, and explained fully
the changes he wanted made in the timber
poliey of the Government. He saxd he had had
repeated interviews with Mr. Pardee, and that
this wentleman had refused to concede what he
required, and that he was bound to secure what
wanted. In fact he said he was bound to go

ANY LENGTH SHORT OF MURDER
to obtain what he wanted. Hae said Mr. Pardee

was influenced by certain  parties who
were supporters of hia to do things
for their benefit which had  brougnt

220,000 down and handed 1t to Mr. Pardee to

lkuﬁp him fromn making a chanze in the timber

policy of the Government.,  He said that several

lmembers of the House approved of his policy,

i
|

and mentioned that Mr. Lyon, Mre. Gray, and

iseveral sthers had waited upon the Ministers with

a view of getting a change made in the policy
of the Government ; that gir. Pardee finally got
mad, and almost swore at them, and ordered
them out of his oftice. He endeavoured to show
that his policy was a better one in the interests

of the country, and if I would make a
speech in favour of it he would pay
me liberally for it. He did net do
this, he said, for the pur of a

bribe, but merely as he had been in the habit of
aying members of Legislatures in the United
itates. With a view of drawing him out I ex-
pressedd some agreement with the plans, He
then told me that he had spent $40,000 in lobby-
ing important measures in the Umted States,
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said I would hke to uunderstand what the
coalition (zovernment was going to be like and
what show the Liberal variy was to have in it
He =aid there was no doubt Mr. Meredith woud
make o good’ Attorneyv-Greneral, Mr, Moiris
would make a good Munister of L lucation, wnid
there was on'y one man in the House it to Le
Treasurer—Mr, Ross was ne zood-— . ud that was
Mr. Creighton, and he wou'd be Provineial
Treasurer. The other three cifices ~ould b: al-
wtted to R formers, and with a view ot zotting
e to consent, knowing my great intimucy with
han and regraed roe by he sdd Haveourt woald
have the chotce of the remaining portfolios, which
would be at the disposal of the lelormers,

ITe said that a Riformer of some influence
would be hkely to b: one of the M-
1s ers,  He said o lifelong Roman Catiolie was

to cotne i from ontside, and o vacancy was to be
inade for him by the resigvnation of one of the
members of the Raiorm prrty. That this life-

lonz Roman Catholic would earry with him a
gentivinan wino v considerabls influence—also
member of the

a JLonum Cathol e——and now a

(rovernment, Te said Fraser was too much

given to builying, but he had too much Roman

It

to the coun- |

Cathoiie tnfluence to be put on ons Klde,
the Conservatives were o go
try thev could not ecarry 1 as long  as
Archbishiop Lyvnch live !, and that if they could
carry on the Governmen® for four years that by

the end of that time the Archbishop would be

‘dead, and then the Conservatives woud have a

chance to gat in,

HE HAS SEEN CORRUPTION.

IHle had seen a good deal of earruption
m  Algoma, and Mr., Meek has been at
Osgoode Holl to  investigate matters when the
Premier had mortgaged his property for 520,000
to pay his share of the fund. They had good
evidence that all the other Ministers ol the Gove
ernment had done the sama thing, [1 1 would
support the s neme Le had made arrangements
for carrying 1t out, . aud ke would
secure for my paper all  the olfficial
advertisemen's, and it I would state ths terms
he had sueh means of eommanding money thas 1
eou'd have what 1 wanted. 1 had vo sooner lett
Wiikinson's room than Kirkland came mto my
room and took me over to Lits,  He said the curs
reticy had not come down yet and he produced
soma papers addressed to him anthorizing him to
spend 310,000 in securing an aunendmeoat Lo the
Canadian tunber laws, snd sard he would give
me a draft or other secunty if I would speak in
favour of the change in the timber laws At
seven o'cloek Wilkinson met me and askod
me if I would go and see Mr. Dunting
at the Mail office, and Qe would
make an appomniment for me at ten o'clock the
next day. In the meantime 1 was enzaged at
the Fublic Accounts Cammittee, and not being
very apxious, 1 did no go tosee Bunting. On
Friday, the 14th, after dinner, Mr. McXim came
and said Mr. Wilkinson wantea to roe me, |1
went into his room, where he was alone,
and told him I hadn’t ﬁma to see Mr.
Bunting as 1 was buvy, e said it didn't
motter and I need not see Bunting now, as he
hid thonght the matter over and drawn up a
round=robimm  which he handed to me. As near
as 1 can remember it was as follows :—

THE ROUND ROBIN,

“ We, believiug that it would be for the advan-
tage of the Pruvince to have a coalition Govern+
ment, which should be run by men of both parties.

and that it would tend to the defeat of the Mowat
(overnment, we hereby agree (o vole azainst
themn on the first and every subsequent opportus
nity to the end of the nresent session, in order
thiit they may vbe defeated and an end put to party
strife.”

He xaid thoy wanted this s'gned by four or
tive members of the Government sida in order to
induce Mr. Harcourt to ¢ me out, as he (M.
Harcourt) didn't want to take astand and get
left. On my signing this he said he (Wilkinson)
would pay over, to use his own words, say $1,000
to me as a guarantee, and he promised
before God to pay over another thousand when
the matter was completed. This wasn’t to bo
the consideration for my vote, but I was to hold
the monoy as a guarantes for obtaining whatever
office I decided on asking, as a shrievaity in the
North-West, or a position for a friend. I know
what it is, said he, to be




