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letters addressed to hitsell as follows :—

just received real evidence to prove that none

most startling statement ever made in any Ass
Hmhl{ in this Dominion, and such a statement

that I never though: it would be my lot to |
make. We have umscovered » deliberate con-
spiracy on the part of certuin persons, not mem- |
bers of this House, to corrupt members sitting |
in this House, Beforel uo luﬂ!lll', Mr, Speaker
1 will ask you to open certain letters which
am told have been placed in your hands,

The Speaker vroceeded to open ovne of two

“ Moxpay MorxiNg, March 17, 1883,

“ Mr. Speaker, the enclosed $1,000 was yes-
terday paid to me to influepce my vote in the
Legislative Assembly by Mr, Wilkinsou. 1
place it your hands at the sarliest opportunity
on your return to the city. I remain yours
truly, Rocexr MoKiw.” :

Ttm Speaker proceeded to count the bills and
said this envelope contained ten §100 bills.

Mr. MORRIS—May I ask to whom the ex- |
ternal envelope was addressed ¥ ‘
The SPEAKER—The external envelope was
addressed to iwysef, and the second one was
also addressed to mysoll, endursed: “This eu-
velope not to be opened until requested by the

Attorney-General.”’ ‘

Mr. MORRIS—I request that they ' - kept
together

The SPEAKER~—I have another one with the
same endorsement, that it be not opened till re-
quested by the Attorney-Gevperal. T his was re-
ceived from William D. Balfour, member for
South Essex, and veads as follows :—*" House of
Assembly, Toronto, March 17th, 1354: J p.m.
Dear sir, | hereby enclose you the sum of $800
in 8100 bills, handed to me at 2:30 Ip.m. to-dav, .
and now handed to you by me. It
me by a man named Big Push Wilkinsoo, in
room 9 Walker House, to influence my vote
against the Government during the present
session. I made no vromises. Yours faithfully
Wiltiam D. Balfour.”

Mr. MOWAT—Mr. Speaker : That money has
actually been paid for the purpose of in-
fluencing votes in this House, 1 need not say it
i< a high crime and misdemeanour, and that the
House will deal severly with the bribers,when the
case 13 proven, is also perfectly clear. 1 will,
mention the mnames of the conspirators
s0 tar as we know and so far as we have evidence
to prove from the sctual facts which have come
into our possession, and whilst we have only

9 béen paid, in addition to this promuse of still
arger sums have been made to some members
for the same corrupt purposes. Offizes have
been promised lik wise, and rthe conspirators
declared that in olicring the offices for thia pur-
poge, in connection with the Dominion Govern=
ment, they had the sanction and suthority of the
Minister of the Luterior todo so, Other personal
advantages baside this have been offered with tne
same corrupt intent.

Mr. MORRIS — Will the hon, gentleman
repeat that ?

Mr. MOWAT--These congpirators, 1n making
these offers of offices in the giuft of the Dominion
Government, decliwred that thev had the author-
ity of the Minister of the Taterior to make such
offers, 1t is satisfactory to know that all the
temptations offered have proved unavailing, and
not a single momber of thus House swerved from
his duty in any pacticular. (Cheers.) Not »
single member proved for one single moment
faithinss to his trust, and 1 congratulate the
Reform party on the fact that in choosing their
representatives here they chose men whom no
temptations either in money, or prowmises of

offices, or personal advantage had the slightest

influence avar, (Cheers.) Ye have reason to
bolieve, 1 may say we have reason to

know, that this conspiracy was formed early in
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thus weans we have come into possession of iu-

" minein regard to this matter, but I will read a
- statement of what 1 have reason to believe and
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the session, and that it began its work early in
the session. But the temptations then made
wholly failed and the parties to them abandoned
their efforts in dispair of effecting their purpose.
They were, bowever, resumed later by the same
E;nrtins and others with the result which we now
now. The several honourable members ap-
proached in this way thought it would be a fitting
tihing to do on their part, and that they would
only be doing their duty to this House and their
constituents by disclosing what was taking place,
aud they accordingly did disclose the matter to
members of the Government. Every approeach
made to them; every conversation which took
place ; every step in the negotiations and every
uet that was done was immediately disclosed
to on® or morq members of the Government.
Nothing was done without the knowledge of
every member of the Government, or without the
advise and sanction of one or more of us. By
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dubitable proofs of the grossest corruption of |
which there are anv records in this Provinge, '
Now | don't mean to add any turther words of

do believe. Any words of mine, Mr, Speaker,
woul 1 detract from the horror and indignation
with which this conspiracy will be regarded by |
the whole Dominion and by good men of all |

arties, I make this statement, which 1 embody

n a resolution, as follows -—
THE RESOLUTION.

That the Attorney-Geueral, a member of this
House, has from his piace in the House stated
that he is eredibly in ormed and belioves that
divers versons named by him, including Christo.
pher W. Hunting, John A. Wikinson, Edward

| Mﬂk- F. =, Kﬂl"“ll‘ld. and one L Ilch_ have enter- |
ad into a conspiracy Lo muumgl sh the defeat of |
Yy

the Government in this House by corrupting mem-

::ﬁ' Government meastres, Government !

was given |

| That the nrst-named three persons ure well- |

known and active members of the party in this '
Province oppo.ed tothis Government, and that
the last-named two persons are American ciki-

zZaus,
" That for the purpose induencing
' the votes of members of t?‘lil vuse, the -m five
persons have at divers times during the present
gession of this Lecislature approached several
members of this House with money, offers of
money, promises of offices in the xift of the Do-
minion Goverument, and promises of other per
sonal advantages to such members
That divers members of this House so ap-
proached, being indignant at the eriminal conduct
proposed to them, have deemed it to be the flttin
course on their part, and a duty to their oconsti
tuents and the publie, acting berein with the ad-
vice and approval of members of the Gavernment,
' to seem for a time to eutertain such upproaches in
order to the detection, exposure, and punishment
of the persons guilty of making such corrupt at-
tempts, aud have in pursuance of their duty from
time to tune disclosed to members of the I
Government the approaches from time to |
time made to them, and the several acts
therein of the gullty parties: that amon
the members of this House n regar
| to whom such corrupt attempts have been made
- are Mr, Robert McKim, member for.the West
- Riding of Wellington ; My. William D, Balfour,
- member for the South Riding of Kssex; and Dr.
John F, Dowling, member for the South Riding of
. Renfrew ; that in carrying out the objeots af the
conspiracy the said Wilkinson, to iufluence the |
vote of the said McKim, repeatedly otfered him |
money, and has at length delivered to the um
| McKim one thousand dollars ; that Mr, Holﬂnl
imwmediately on receiving the money placed |
in the hands of Mr. Speaker, to be b
him produced to this House: that botﬁ
the said Wilkingon and the said Bunting for
the same corrupt purpose undertook to pay to
Mr. McKimn a further sum of $1,000 on a fuiure |
day ; that the said BuntinZ was a party to the pay-
ment of the former sum and to the promisg to
pay the latter suin for the corrupt purpore. al-
ready stated, and that to secure the saine corrupt
object the said Wilkinson and Buntiog fur
ther offered and undertook tnat the said
McKim should be appointed Registrar
at Regina, in the North-West, with &
' salery of one thousand dollars a year ; that both
the said Wilkinson and the sald Buating assured
' the said MceKim that the Dominion Minister of
1 the Interior had pledged to them his word that
their said promise of the said offlce woull be car-
ried out, and the said Buanting on his own part
pledged his word to the same effect ; that for the
same corrupt purpose already mentioned, and to
influence the vote of the said William D. Balfour
the sald Wilkinson repeatedly offered to pay, aud
did this day deliver to the said Balfour, the sum
of eight hundred dollars in cash, and undertook
t @ further sum of seven hun-
dred dollars on a future day: that for
the same purpose the said Kertland siso
offered to pay to him the sum of tweive hu
dollars; that humediutully on receiving the said
sum of eight hundred dollars Mr. Balfour placed
the same in the hands of Mr. Speaker, t» be by him
produced to this Hlouse: and that further Lo se-
cure the same ;mrl}uw the said Wilkinson under-
took that the suid Balfonr should bs appointed by
the Dominion Government to a Registrarship at
Itegina, in the North-West : that the said il-
*kinson, for the corrupt purposc¢ already men-
tioned, and to influence the vote of the
said John K. Dowling, oifered him the sum of lwo
thousand dollars cash, and to pay him a further
sum of two thousand dollars at a future period ;
that the sum s0 otfered 19 be c_-fg.ld down was ex-
bibited to bim by the said Wilkinson, and that
there is reason to belicve that other corrupt otfers
were made by the said conspirators to, and re-
jected by, otiser mewmbers of this House, and it 18
hereby
Jeesolesd. That the eharges and matters referred
| to and set forth in said statement of the informa-
| tion and beliet of the Attorney-General be forth-
" with referred to the Standing Committee on Privi-
| leves and Elections, with instruciions to en uire
| and report thereon. and with power to send for
| and examine all necessary persons and papersin
or concerning the premises.
Mr. BALFOUR—Mr. Speaker: I trust that

other opportunities than this will be presentel
in order to explain the whole matter that has
been submitted to the House, From the time I
was tirst approached in this matter by those
parties who were base ecnoagh to seek to pur-
chase my support, Imade up my wind that |
would be domg a duty to iy Proviace by seck-
ing to bring them to justice. (Hear. hear.) 1
may say that no step that 1 took in the whole
matter, from the time 1 was first approached—
no step was taken wighc-ut the kuowledge aud
approval and advico of the members of the Gov.
ernment of this House, (Heur, hear,) 1 can
ouly assure the hon, leader of the Government
in this matter—I can only assute my fﬂll.::w-.
members—1 can only assure tha country, tnat
not an offiee in the gt of the Dominilon (Govern:
weent of  the present day—not ail the mopey at
their command—could induce wme to betray the
trust  that my constituents reposad 1y wme,
(Hear, hear, and loud chieers,) Nuot all these
things, Mr. Sreaker, conid induce me to assist
in deteating the present Goverment, led by the
Hon., Ohver Mowat, and vonstituted of the other
gentlemen around him; not ‘n.ll thne things
could induce we to assist In their defeat:
and 1 ean assure tnem that as long oW [ amm in
tiis House they will have my hearty and un- |
swerving support, let tempests come from where |
they may. Cheors, ) e ‘
h'.ﬁr. li’l'lli.{liljl'fll-—-}fr. Speaker, this 19 as |
great a surprise to we as to any member on this
Side of the House, and I fully concur in the ob- |
servations of tha Attorney-General as to the
startling character of the statecments 't_-lllt. he
made. 1 coneur also, sir, in the desicability of a
futhful and full investigation, before the proper
' Committeo of this Howje, of what has taken
| place, and there shall be no attempt on this I_m:ln |
" oi the House to frustrate the fullest enquiry into
everything. (Hear, hear,) And now, Mr, |
' Spaaker, I have just one word to say with re- |
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