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being E‘ﬁﬁitﬂ%‘?mntien which were | ported the bill to smend the Act respecting
frequent a few vears ago, and he thought a simi- ditches and watercourses The bill provides for
lar system might be adopted in other parts of the 3 : the carrying of a drain to s proper outlet, and
Province, especially in his section of the country, | ' it was amended so that if the owner of land
on the Detroit River, wo which criminals, came ' through which the drain passes does not wish to
from the other side and committed depredations _ go to the expense of the drain he may consent
wlﬁl mﬁre ;tr- 1'.;' impnunity. s to the drain stopping on his land.
r. MOWAT sa‘d it was extremely rable - v
something should be done for the better detection EXTEN SI?#R%?UIS%}I)%TY COURT
of erime in the rural parts of the country. Manv / ’ |
| erimes went unpunished through want of an Mr. MEREDITH moved the second rau}mg-
efficient police force in the locality., He had re- of his bill to ln_lnnd the County Courts Act. The
ceived a great many replies to the circular alluded okject of the bill, he explained, was to restore to
' to from various officials conunected with the ad- the County Courts the eguita.blu jurisdiction
ministration of justice. ~ The answers had been they formerly punﬂeulgd,_nt[ ::luu to enlarge their |
copied and bound and the suggestions mentioned resent commmon law jurisdiction. The Superior |
in them might prove of service, but at present he ourts were now practically one, and they had |
had no definite suggestion to offer jurisdiction in equital, ¢ and common law cases |
* Mr. MEREDITH roferred to the conduct of indiscriminately, and he favoured bringing the
I' ' some magistrates, who, instead of settling dis County Court” into hnrmnnB with the system,
vutes, were hot-beds of strife in their neighbour- Since the extension of the Division Court the
hood, It mght be well to have stipendiary business of the County Caiurts had greatly de-
magistrates sppointed in certain districts to deal creased, while there was a great block in the
with crime, instead of leaving it to ordinary : Court of Appeal, and for this reason it fol-
magistrates, The motion carried, _ ! lowed there shouid be an extension of the
It being one o'clock the Speaker left the chair, county courts’ jurisdiction, There was, beaides,
After recess, a strong fesling }n_ fat‘:’uurt l?‘t dumfnt-ruhzinr tl:])lle
; administration of justice, that as far as poseible
thlj[‘SCHOOL DIS_T,RIGT,S‘ the transaction of all legal business should be
Mr. FRENCH moved that it is desir able that brought home to the locality. It was, therefore,
the attention of the Government be drawn to the | the object of the bill to make a very considerable
discruminating legislation passed by this House | extension of the jurisdiction of the County Court. |
against High and Model Schools in municipaiities | It was proposed to increase its jurisdiction in |
separated from counties for municipal purposes. | personal actions for debt from $200 to $500. In
Aund that it is unjust where such schools are | " eauses relating to debt, covenant and contract,
made free to the public generally that they " where the amount is liquidated or ascertained by
shonld not be assisted by the county councils, the signature of the defendant, it was proposed
M. B.A,Ll' OUR couid not agree with the mo- to increase the jurisdiction from $400 to $1,000.
tion. This matter was generally a matter of Actions of replevin were to be raised to $500. |
ugruameut "\i"hﬂﬂ thﬂ mulllﬂlpﬂlltlﬂl aeparated. It _ Tnen it was pr[jpnmd to restore to thg court its
. was not farr thﬂ-t the Whﬂlﬂ ﬂUU“t}' ﬁhﬂullllbﬂ old equilﬂhlu jurildiﬂtiun' uugh as ralﬂting to
taxed for the sake of the towns when a portion partnership, accounts, creditors in the estate of
only of the county was benefitted by the school. deceased persons, legatees, and equitable relief
: AETII“’ tl!“t !’?‘5“““‘? immediately surrounding ‘generally when under the sum of $1,000. The
: could assist if they chose, Cuunty Court Judges were becoming more quali-
Mr. MULHOLLAND supported the motion. fied tu}fdeal with tlE::a cases, and they had qmuuh
The l:[1;h Schools in towns could be assisted by leisure on their hands, The fourth section pro-
the Government giving a grant. A lump sum vided for injunctions to restrain, waste, or
might be given by the Ccounty Council, or a smn trespass, somewhat similar to the old Act. An-
in pr:tpurtmn to the number of students from the other provision pru}idad for ‘Iihﬂ framing ot rules
v : by the Chancery Judges. In term instead of-
Mr. METEAL}'E supported the motion. t[j;arg being a ni{wgla judge to hear cases it ws
Mr. PRESTON considered it would be varir proposed to have both senior and junmior judge
| unfair to ask counties to contribute to High to sit together when practicable. The next
Schools in the towns when they had their High provision was one in force in England, permitting
Schools to support, parties to allow the county courts to have
Mr. FERRIS said it must be remembered that jurisdiction in any matter by mutual consent, 4
the towns withdrew from the counties volun- | and to permit any jurisdiction te lie when the
tarily to uﬁq_npu"gunnrﬂ taxation in the counties, | defendant did not dispute it. Thm provisigns in
Mr. BRERETON opposed the motion, the English Act had worked very satisfactorily.
Mr. ROBILLARD suggested the remedy was The bill, in the speaker’s opinion, would tend to

in the hands of the towus, as they could charge the decentralization of the legal business, to

a fee. " : H S * cheapon litigation, and relieve tho judges of the
Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said in towns not High Court.
separated from the counties the county was oblig- Mr. MOWAT said he didn't suppose his hon,

ed to contriibute an amount equivalent to the
Governinent grant, but otherwise the counties
were not obliged to contribute, The counties,
however, looked upon the matter with more
liberality than the law compelled them, that of
Eigin being much more than the awmount of the
Government grant, There was some force in the
areument ot the member for Leeds and Gren-
_ ville, as a high school did more than local work.
, It had been suggested that the counties should
i be divided into high school districts, and this
could e done even now,

friend expected them to deal with so inmurﬁmt
4 matter during the present session. Consider-
ing the late stage it was brought down, it was
almost impossible to do it.  He had no teeling
against extending the jurisdietion of the County
Court. Numerous representations had reached
him as to the desirability of amending the law,
Lut so far as he knew no practical grievanee had
arisen from the present state of things.  One of
the reasons urged by his hon, friend in favour of
' the bill was that it would remove the block

o

Mr. FRENCH - ! | of cases mnow before thﬁ Court of Appenl
| ed%:wﬁu {:E N?IE'ihl?tT;M By ok 1 b TR The fact was the bill would : t.;_:nd h.ltm
| ] ' " inerease that block, because the appedls irom QL€

T e N County Court ware to the Court of Appeal.

not put certain porvions of a county to a town

just us well as make a whole county a district. The

only question wus whether they should make the

Iﬁrm:uinu of Higls School districts obligatory.
e suggested that the motion should not be Py : T hali

rose : was to have litigation transacted in the locality.

E::.::::'l RTINS TN Thel PYeN (e ' To a large extent suits brought in the High Court

Mr. CARNEGIE ‘ y were disposed of in the locahty. Thl:’.:l pavers were
cﬂ:dfm? mR:hE Iu.t: ::%:dnsznniﬂoﬁf);u::: 1: 1}2?!’. all filed there, and the County Cutuii judges had

ich Se : : juriadiction Chumber motions, Mostly all
;f:t-tﬁfr.mumy e Sl kg Chamber applications were made before the

. ROSS said his i i : -County Court judgu, thou 31 the suit was nomin-
ltoILlj. lljuu?z?;ﬁuut::ill,? 2:::&;;“;;13&?&3: ‘ally in the High Courk ﬁlus argument _uj his
the whole of the county if they did anything in ~hon, frl-;m"l. th;.t cases ?'u::;i ubu ;rt;::nﬂ LI;
the matter. It was obvious that if it were other- the locality, had more of 'u ppe Ty
wise they would make the town in which the | force than it had of the reality of foree, 14
High School wes situated the High School dis- " additional burden the proposed changes would

There was, no deubt, a block ot cases before the
| Appeal Court now, but he expected a few months
| would remove it all, or at most another year.
His hon. friend suggested the objeet he had in view

" triet and notl - impose on the County Court judges was a matter 1
tr’hr],:nl‘lfﬁbilgﬁ 1!11;1-: withdrew the motion that must be cmmldurqd before any echange be
THE BANK DEPOSIT 3 | made in the laws,  His hon, friend had not col-
L2 ooz, - ¢ : lected information of that !cmd. nor how much |
\lMli;{thRhUI'EH mul‘lrad n tl;i‘.l absence nff " business 1t :vuuldt hu: [&ruuenn to add to the vre-
| Mr. Rerr for a return showing the amount of | sent duties of ecounty judges.
Provincial money 1n banks on the 1st day of T AT oatd )

; . : My, MEREDITH said it was patent the
g;li;ag:‘iebluary, ey gy Al County l'.‘}uur; judges had nothing at all to do at
The motion was carried. | present. A

oy Alr. MOWAT said they had been complaining

. Ti{h bPh{JI.AL DEPOSITS. 4 . too much was being given them to 11:3. He had

_I‘Il'- ROS_b [Hurun]?, mn “j'l)' to Mr. _CHT“EEIE- several timea had 1t rupresputud to lup: that by

s By S of Sy WIS i o et i 4f i Howe
: . st sat mount 0 wor 1h e \

On January 4th there was deposited in the BDank fl?;n, :u that they hadi now wmore duties

of Commerce $100,000 ; the Imperial Bank,

$150.000 ; Foderal Bank, $150,000; Domini | to perform than they had some years ago. He
) ) ' ' ' 3 Dominion

didn’t say but that they had time to attend to

Bank, $150,000 ; Ontario Bank, $116,784 71 ;| iness. and if they had not enough to do
and on the 5th Feb., in the Buk of Commerce, i'?f:::btlil;‘:r:l“:ty of 1l:h«a Guvtirnmunt to employ
250,000, making the total of $716,784 71. * their time more if practicable, The equitable
Mr. MEREDITH asked whather the deposits jurisdiction formerly givento County Courts had
were still there or had been withdrawn, Lover boen exercised, because there was not a
Mr. ROSS stated that ‘at the present time familiasrity on the part of county judges of
the amount on special deposit at interest was equitable matters, which was, however, gradually
$859,410. being acquired by thein since; there was not a
DITCHES AND WATERCOURSES, familiarity with the procodure in equity suits.

| The House in Committee of the Wiole re- He didn’'t know of balf a dozen suts being

brought in the Province under the equitable juris-




