in which the owners ot property had ‘bo&n put to
lacge expensain order to quiet their titles to the
property. The lezal profession should not be
considered. They would be kept busy forthe next
twenty yvears in arranging and setthng deeds.
Thhe hon. Mr. Biake was in favour of this l?mtem,
and he was glad to see that his hon. - friends
opposite had so mnch confidence in that hon.
gentietnan. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MEREDITH did not think it desirable
to make any sudden change in the law, In
Australia, where the systewn was in force, the
transactions in land were not so numerous as in
Ontario., He thought the promoters of this
scheme should experiment with the system in

this Province. ‘The Legislature could snuplify
the system at preseut in vogno by making certain
changes in the law relating to rea! estate. He
thought the Attorney General would be able to

| submit & bill to the House next session with

reference to the matter, A central -_nfﬁcﬂ in the
city of ‘Loronto, through which all titles should

—

pass, he did not think would be suitable to the
people of this Province,

Me. MOWAL was glad that the hon. mem-
bers had taken the opportunity to give thewr
ovinions on this important subject. I'lie question

ol the quieting of tities had heen alluded to, and

ho krew that sowetiimes a title was so complicat-
ed that it wouid cost 2500 to quiet it. e had

Cwiven this matter a good deal of attention, and

————— e o m mew

F

had exaanined the elauses of a simlar measure
sdopted in BEugland., A short time azo a depu-
tation had wmited upon him with regard to this
question, ‘The svstem: was revolutionary so
far as it reiated to transactions in property,
and he thought it could not bs introduced
hastily or till the people were prepared for it,
He agreed with the hon, gentlemasu tpoosite when
he said this systemr should be optional when in-
troduced, 1f people owned land and desired
to bring 16 under this systemn they should be
entitled to do so. Ho was eure it would bo of
great advantage. 1t was quita remarkable that
an unportant and extensive reform rezavding the
transfer of land should comme from a new colony
ke Austrabia. The systom had worked to great
advantage in other colonies. The matter was
afterwards discussed in Kngland, and he thought
the English system was in some respects superior
to the Australian system, Me had compared
very carefullv the clauses, and the Knglish Act
had some gdvantages, ‘T'he subject was first
introduced in this country. by Ale, Mills at the
time he was Muoister of the Intervior, and pro-
bably that Act would have passed and been
I operation by this time if there had not been

. a change of Guvermmment. Mr. MeCarthy had

|

|

!
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twice introdueced sumilar bills in the present Gov.
ernment. Mr Dake wuas also in favoeur of it.
In view of all this he (Mr, Mowat) thought the
time had come to prosent a measure to this House
in order to put the poople in a position to knuw
what the Toriens system was, and

HE HAD PREPALED A BILYL FOE THAT PURPOSE,
which was now in type. He bhad not, however,

voen able to discuss the bitl m detaill with his

colleagues, theretore he did not think he would
be abie to ntrodnee it this seasion.  He hoped
the Lon. gentieman wounld withdraw his motion,
'{.\lr. Frmatnger withdrew his motion, the
Jdouse consent e

' SUPERANNUATED TEACHERS' FUND.

Mre. MeLAUGHLIN moved a return * show-
ine in cach and every vear simee 1871, inclusive,
the smount of mouey pail by the Leachers ol

- Oatario mito the Superannuated Teachers’ Ifand ¢

the amount pad vat by the Govermnent to su-
per anuated teschers; the amount in each yvewr
pail oul in excess of the amount paid into saod
fun l ; the total amount paid into sail fund ; the

Ctota! ermoun  pnid out of suid fund, and the

!'T' *‘." ‘i- » :"."'l n"Iil' 'j'l fl‘r\mLF " H'\

thought this was a question of great importance. |

The Province last year paid some 837,000 over

' the amount paid by teachers in Ontario towards

the Superannuation Fund. The system was in-

augurated 11870 undar the Sanfield Macdonald

Administration at tne suguestion of the late
Chief Superintendent of Education, The eon-
ditions were that every male teacher in the I'vo-
vince was obliged to pay four dollars a year to-
wards the fund, which was transmitted by the
County Inspector to the Department. When a
teacher became GO years of age he was then en-
titled to retire, receiving for each year he had
taught the sum of six dollars per annum.

' This was the only econdition upen which

the fund was established. Siney  the

fund was  established  wmany teachers |

had drifted to other vrotessions, and the object
of Dr. Ryerson had been to keep the teacaers 1
the protession. He was one of those who believad
that the teachers were not sufliciently well paid,
The following figures showed the growth ot the

fund:—

Paid to Paid by
. Tenchers, Teacheqs, Loss.
1871.... . $ 6,143 &8 $ 529 00 $ 914 88
1878. . caco 11,944 77 11,085 72 861 0O
1873..... . 19,037 52 11,990 75 7,045 59*
1874...... 22910 25 12,976 75 9.933 60 |
1875..... . 26,009 25 12,824 18 13,635 07
1876. . ... . 31768 82 12,767 25 19,001 57
13?? ...... 3-5.4&’1 LY 14.‘03 2:'_} EI.ME 10
1878...... 41,318 95 13,767 12 27.551 83*
BBIP. . coon 43.774 50 16.217 935 27 556 5T*
1880, ..cee 32,396 0 16.816 45 26,579 55
1881..... . 54962 56 14,195 75 30,764 81
1882..... . 51,000 00 13,501 08 37.596 92
1883...... 51,474 59 12,515 S0 39.959 05

Tatals..;"i_-’hﬂ.’fﬁ 24 $ 16739071  $ 272,335 53
[t was evident to the House that this fund

ix assuming a magnitude demandinz serious coti-

gideration, and there stiould be something done

to prevent its further increase. There was not

| a ¢ivil servant in the Provinee or a teacher in

the Provinee, who was there from sheer patriot-
isw, and the wainienance of such a system was
an  anomaly on this contineut outside the
Dominion. Nw one of the United S.ates had
any snch a system It was evident to all that
something must be done, Me would not adve-
cate anything wihich would interfers with the '
Enju.'ﬂnullt of those who had jnillml the fund
rood faith, but in foture the door must be shut.
He weil remembered the outery raised by teach-
ers apaingt the scheme, and they claimed as men
of intelligence to be aule to invest their funds«
for them-elves, and so if the system was enled
there cuuld bLe no dissati«<faciion, H: eomziulded
by urging the matter on the serivus cunstderativn
of the Mini-tter ol E!Illu iT10Mn,

Alr., ROUSS (West M ddlesex) said there wonld
bo no objection to the return beng Lrongnt down,
and hewas pieased that the wmember hatantrodoe-
od the subijsct, and he might sav that he inteided
to bring the mntter before the proessio ]
the country during rocess in order that ho might
have opinion on the subject. The ol ject of the
(und bad been to assist the teachews uho wern
rezarded as having low s#laries and being pub ic
benelactors, spending their strength for thew
countsy rather than for theis ewn int rests, I
thousht it was a mistgke to make the tescher
in any sense a civil servant. In addressing hiu-
self to the question of abeliskivg the fuud, he
was opposed by many difliculties, wh le if 1t had

to be made seif-sustaining the pavment would
have to Dbe greatly increased. Al pre-
sent  the teachers waid S$4 a  year

L ]

and it would be meedful to lacrease

it at once to 816, and in the near futnre it wou d
have to be raised to $20. If they considered tho

problem of abolishing the fund thev would have
to continue the payments to the present claim-
ants on the fund and repay to.those who wero
deprived of prospective benefits the amount of
thetr contributions. This would involve a pay-

ment of at least $104.600,

Mr. MEREDITH asked if the Minister of |

Ednecation could give the amount withdrawn

from the fund.

|

Me. ROSS said the total amount withdrawn
Cwas 522586, and there now stiuds to the credit
of the teachers the sum ok $140,000, but®as many

Lad left the country, some had left the profes-
gion, and others wou'd not claim their payments,
he thought that $100.000 wonld meet the claias
of those not on the fund, He thought that the
present outgo would not be diminished for a time,
but .3 many of the claimants were over 60 vears

" of age, after about ten years there would be a

rapid diminusion. He was not prepared st the
present time to sugsest a scheme or say whiis
would be the best course to pursue, but he
thought they might be doing the teachers
some 1njustice by continuing the present state of
things. It was now looked on as a position
of dependence, and perhaps an increase of salary
was desired conseqient upon trustees looking
upon the fund as a solatum for a poor salary,
and their advancement was thereby retarded.
Mr. MEREDITH quite coneurred in the re-
mark that there was no need for grafting upon
our system that of superannuation. He quite
agreed with the Minister of liducation that the

" resoursos cf the Province should not be taxed for

' the continuance of the fund. He corcluded by

i

' speaking against the system of gratuities as being

something hable to abuse,
Mr. MOWAT thought the system of gratuibies
had grown up from the analogous system ot par-

simony existing at Ottawa. He was quite certain |

that if it were not fer the gratuities many of the

old servants of the Goyvernment would be left

without a cent in the world, The same was true
of the teachers, ana he was quite sure that but
for the allowance many of them would bemn a
starving condition, He concluaed by hoping

that some conclusion would be reached satisfac-

tory to the teachers and the Province.

Mr. MEREDITH—What did they do before
' the fund was established ? |

Mr. MOWAT replied that they were in great
straits. 1t would be a most lamentable thing to
contemplate if men who had spent their lives in
such an important and-honourable profession

should be in want 1n their old age, and die of

starvation. He would be glad if some scheme
cou'd be formulated by which the end could be
attained, and the Province eased from the large
and increasing burden,

Mr. HARCOURT sugpested that the words
should be added to the motion, *‘ and the amount
paid out to teachers who have withdrawn from
the fund during the same period.” This sum, he
thought, was increasing, and was conclusive evi-
dence against the popularity of the fund. He
thought that if 2 ecircular were issuied to Lhe

" teachers i% would be found that they were against

the continuance of the fund.
The motion was earried. 3

PUBLIC BILLS.

The House went into Committee and reported
" the following bills :— : .

To amend the Act to impose a tax on dogs,
and for the protection of sheep.—Mr, Chisholmn.
To amend the Ontario Tree Planting Aect, 18383
—Mr. Monk. To amend the Mechanics’ Lien
Act.—Mr. Ermatinger. To amend the Division
Courts Act.—Mr. Lees. To amend the Oatario
Drainage Act.—Mr. Balfour,

FIRST READINGS,

Mr, MEREDITH introduced & bill to amend

the County Courbs Act.
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