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“habit of discussing pu:b?ié; 1 satters, and rapresent- ' lieve in interfering witl .mrJnuuicip:Ll institu-
ing L»uhliu opinion so that the Governmment was in tions, but he agreedl g 13 Was a gnestion for |
the havit of receiving advice, but he would ask which some remedy onyzn 2 be provided. If ;.

Whether there was unything in the circum-
Slances of the case whieh would warrant

the continuance of this present condition |

of things ? It was further pointed out that

county councils were a kind of training school to h

those entering upon the more important field of
usefulness in the Legislature or Parliament, In
this House the three members {rom Simcoe were
members of the County Council.  But while the
people might be willing to pay something for

this, yet, he thought, they were not willing to |

@y the amount now being enforced., Suggestions
1ad been made that they should adopt the Ameri-
can svstemn of dividing the counties into electoral
districts, and électing every two or three yoars a
manto representthiem at the County Board. Again,
it was proposed that the powers of the Township
Counciis should be extended and give them full
power to deal with ecounty roads and bridges,
At the present time every road was considered a
county road which divi led townshups, and every
bridge upon these roaas as county bridges, and
It was proposed to put all these on the townships
except the roads and the bridges on them david-
ing the counties. Agaim, it had been lll"uliuﬁﬂd
to wipe our the County Councils as elective bodies,
and by the extenusion of the powers of this House
do much of the work here. lie was not in favour
of this. Another one was that instead of having
deputy-reeves, give one man the vote of all, but
he could not support such a scheme. The only
other scheme wuas that introduced in the bill of
the member for North Midd'esex of Increasing
the number of voters entitling the munict.
rtlitien to additional representation, but as he
md peinted out at the e the Lill was con-
IidEt'ﬂi, the obvious nhj etion was that it would
tend to increase the disparity at present existing
between the amount pard by the munieipalities
and the number of representatives, Taking lLis
township he found that it paid about
$3,000 into the County Treasury, while
abont twelve municipalities only paid a
similar amonnt altogether., Ha conecluded by
remarking that he Lad been asked from many
quarters to continue lLits course upon this matter,
York County Council had asked that the number
be diminished, and the Acgricultural and Arts
Association had moved in favour of the change,
Mr. DRYDEN agreed with the motion, He
was of the opinion that a great deal of the
business could be ‘done by county valuators and
county assessors, ‘L'he only argument in favour
of the old system was that the County Council
was an educational mstitution where our young
men could be educated to fill ligher positions in
the legislative halls, but the question was as to
whether it was worthy of such a large expendi-
ture of mnoney.

Mr. McKAY said the expenditure last vear of
the Council in his riding was less than 84,000, He
approved of the motion and was 1 favour of
some scheme being adopted by which this large
expendilurﬂ could be reducsed,

M:. OCONNOR favcured the motion. Ho
thought the wvrinciple of limiting the number of
county ecouncillors had alread; been admitted by
the House, because in the Act giving farmers’
sons the right to vote the Government had re-
sessions of these councils, They discussed other
questions affecting the public mind.

Mr, GIBSON (Huron) thought it woul!d be
just as well to let things as they were, In the
(qounty of Huron the expenso to each ratepayer
on account of counciilors’ r1wdemnity was tea
cents, Lf the representation was reduced by the
deputy-reeves the cost would be reduced to four
cents each ratevayer, ‘This decrease in expense
was a smail matter,

Mr. BANTER did not think there was a
strong demand in the country for reducing the
representation in county councils, and there was
no complaint of the cxpeme, The people aie
greatly wedded to our municipal institutions,
and the councils were doing an admirable work.
He thought it might be well to leave 1t opuional
with the larger counties to reduce the represen-
tation,

Mr. PHELPS looked upon the question mere-
ly as o matter of cost. He thought it 2nght be
well for large counties to be divided up
mnto districts lurger than townships to send ro-
presentatives to the couuty councils by whiclk
the number of representatives might be lessened
ard the expense (limini-thud. while the people
would still be represented. e was in favour of
the motion and having the whole question 1nves-
tigated.

Mr. CARMNEGIE reiersad to tha opportuni-
ties that villages and municipalities had of in-
' creasing the reprosentation in county councils,

[t was an oper question whether tarmer:’ sons
- wpould be counted In when ascertaining 1f a
' wunicipality was entitled to send a deputy-

' reeve to the council. This question should be |

' settled one way or the other by the House,

Mre. LEES favourad the reduction in represen-
tation to from 10 or 20 members.

;‘Ir. ﬁl;\.ﬁ'( l*:N’JI :Hllid the fﬂﬂli.. «in favour

!

of reducing the representation had beg 0 growing |

I
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our institutions were ever  fail 1t would be
because of the expenso attegyng them.

Mr. MOWAT said he bad istened to the de~
bate with great pleasure, espec 41V as it had been |
discussed without any party feeling, except on
the part of the leader of tle Opposition, who |
commenced his remarks by’ wing the Govern- |
ment had failed to deal wigl practical questions ’
fur twelve years past, ;'

Mr, MEREDITH—I mid three years,

Mr. MOWA'T was ghd to hear, then, that his
hon, friend acknowledged the Government had
been doing practical vork for at least mne years.
His hon, friend had alluded to the faet that if our
whole systcin of governmenc should break down
it would be because of the expense attending it.
The speaker failed to find, on comparing the Do-
minton with other coyntries, that the expenses of
the former were greaer than any of the latter,
Muuicipal institutigss, from the township coun-
cils up, were of grea, value. When they were
first established it was «aid by men of high repu-
tation the wmwunicipalities would be dangerous to
the country, that they would be so many sucking
republies ; but so far from their having proved
dangerous, entirely the reverse had oceurred. A
large part of the prosperity we have .enjoyed

- sinee their establishment has been owing to them,

- on any proposed remedy.

The powers given the municipalities at first we
le-s than the powers they have now.
The Legislatire has been going on adding

to their powers from time to time, and the.yis
probably mnot a session passes in wijch
they do not add to the powers of Couty Councils
and other local bodies, and almost all such legis-
lation has been approved of by bhoth sides of the
House. With regard to the positions of County
Councils therc is no doubt a pretty largely felt
sentiment that they are too large for the work
they have todo. He was not aware that s
predecessor had talked of taking up this subiject
until his hon, friend had just stated it, but he

knew he had called his (the speaker’s) attention ‘
to it when he took his place as a question likely |
‘e.tu come up. The spenker had given attention
ito the suvject, and Lad always endeavoured to |
scertain the feeling of the country on it. He

found the feeling had been growing in favour of
reduction, not largely, but still growing, The
difficulty in the way, however, was the finding of
a remedy. No strong opinion was entertained
Th: appointment of
the comnmittee was the best thing that could be
done under the circumstances, and he hoped the
comwmittee would be able next session to
them all the facts regarding the matter.
result wonid be one of two things. It would
either satisfy the country the present systemn was
the best on the whole that could be devised, or
the committee would be able to suggest a system
that would be an imprevement,

Mr. CREIGHTON found that last year the
expenditure for County Councils varied u great
deal. In 1879 the county of Simcoe paid to
councillors some $06,079, while the county of
Brant paid but some $300. The awmount per
head paid to the members of the County Coun.
cils were :—Ior Druce, $40 per head ; Grey, $§04;
Hastings, $75; and Simcoe, $112 per head. In
Ountario during 1879 there were some 990 County
Councillors, averaging an expenditure of about
€46 per head, The great objection urged
against County Councils was the question of
expense. In the county of Grey it was about

three ceats per head of the population. If they
| were going to decrease the expense it should be

a sensible decrease, The plan of formine the
county inte electoral districts wasr{nrw;u'dud b
the hon. member for Simcoe. This plan was

- open to a serioud objection, as if the area of these

districts was of any size the election would be-
come a political cue, which would be disastrous
to the municipal institutions. (Hear, hear.)
. He suggested that iustead ot a popular election
" the members should be elected 1n some manner
by the different 'Townsmp Councils of the county,
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He was heartily in accurd with the resolution,

There was another question which had agitated
the people, and ono wvhich the House would have
to deal with. Tnat was the reduction of the
members of the Legisiature, IHe belioved that
the gentiment of the country was that a sm dler
body would do the busiuess of the Province
much more expediently and wuch more gconomi-
“callv than at present, '
- Mr. MURI}IH expressed his satisfaction that
the (yovernment were about to accord to che
member for Simcoe a comnmittee to investigate
this subject. The hon. gentiemun thoroughly
understood his subject, 1le was highly 1 favour
" of the appointmont of such a comuittee.

Me. BRODER questicned if there was a feel-
| ing in the country that the counly councils were
too expensive, The watter should be serionsly
looked at before making a change in the munici.
pal institutions, The school system depended
upon the good working of the n.mmcmal istitu-
t ons. It was a strange township which was not
ahle to send two or three men to the coun’y coun-

cil for a few days,

of late, but it was not sufficiently steng as yet |
to sanection the House making a reduecon, i
C Mpe. MEREDITH said this was athatter the
Government shmil{d hiwn 'ﬁkm:l up n 1 dealt |
Wi hemn, @ charge 16 GAhw.—pent : B _
::::E :rf;iluru to deal with practieal "Vernigy great expense on i quistmn uff f;;;ls kad, when
The question here was one of expense. Ve n- the remedy was in the hands o ..'ia I;enl; Bﬁuwm |
stitutions of the Proviuce were many and expeu- The notion was c!i.rriaﬂ, AN l:lﬂl 0 ttﬂf‘ |
' from the tow nuship councils up to the Loed Committee was appointed to ta e.t 1“\{;‘“ |
Legislatires. He did not bes | into  consideration : —Messrs Dryden, aters,

Mr. PRESTON thought the motion was in the !
| right direction. They should get all the infor- |
mation possible on this important subjoct.

Mr. ROE objected to the House going to any
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